
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer:  

This guide is designed for informational purposes only.  It is not legal advice and is not intended to 

create an attorney-client relationship.  The Election Protection Coalition does not warrant any 

information contained in this guide, nor does the Coalition suggest that the information in this guide 

should be used as a basis to pursue legal advice or decision making.   

 

 

 

 

 

This manual was prepared with the pro bono resources of one or more law firms together with the 

Lawyersõ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law. The Lawyersõ Committee is indebted to this generous 

contribution of time and effort ð the Election Protection program would not be possible without law 

firm support. 

2008 Election Protection Manual  

MAINE  



    

September 24, 2008 

 

 

i 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  
STATE AND LOCAL ELECTION OFFICIALS .......................................................................................... 1 

I. THE CHIEF ELECTION OFFICER OF THE STATE ................................................................ 1 

II. MUNICIPALITIES ............................................................................................................................. 1 

III. PRECINCT ELECTION OFFICIALS, A/K/A POLL WORKERS ............................................ 4 

IV. TRAINING COUNTY ELECTION OFFICIALS AND POLL WORKERS .......................... 5 

VOTER REGISTRATION ............................................................................................................................... 6 

I. INFORMATION FOR REGISTRANTS ....................................................................................... 6 

II. INFORMATION FOR THIRD PARTY REGISTRATION GROUPS ................................. 14 

III. STATEWIDE VOTER REGISTRATION DATABASE:  MAINTENANCE AND 

REMOVAL OF VOTERS .............................................................................................................. 15 

POLLING PLACES AND PREPARATION FOR ELECTION DAY ....................................................18 

I. Preparation for Election Day ...................................................................................................... 18 

II. Polling Place Procedures During Voting ................................................................................... 20 

III. Information Posted at Polling Locations .................................................................................. 21 

IV. Who May Be Present at the Polling Place ............................................................................... 22 

V. Polling Places:  Conduct, Rules and Prohibitions on Intimidation and Deception 

of Voters ......................................................................................................................................... 22 

ABSENTEE VOTING GENERALLY ...........................................................................................................25 

I. Voting by absentee ballot ............................................................................................................ 25 

II. Requesting an absentee ballot .................................................................................................... 25 

III. Returning and casting an absentee ballot ................................................................................. 29 

IV. Casting a ballot on Election Day after having previously requested an absentee 

ballot ................................................................................................................................................. 30 

V. Assistance with absentee voting ................................................................................................ 31 

ABSENTEE  VOTING FOR OVERSEAS AND MILITARY VOTERS ..................................................32 

I. Voting Absentee as a Uniformed Service Member or Overseas Voter ............................ 32 

VOTING AND ELECTION DAY INFORMATION...............................................................................34 

I. General Information ..................................................................................................................... 34 

II. Assistance to Voters at the Polling Place ................................................................................. 35 

III. Information Regarding Voters Who Have Moved ................................................................. 36 

IV. Provisional Voting .......................................................................................................................... 38 

V. Challenges ....................................................................................................................................... 38 

POST-ELECTION PROCEDURES .............................................................................................................41 

I. Closing the Polls ............................................................................................................................ 41 

II. Counting the Ballots - Generally ............................................................................................... 41 

III. Counting CHALLENGED Ballots .............................................................................................. 43 

IV. Counting Absentee Ballots .......................................................................................................... 43 

V. Recount Procedures ..................................................................................................................... 46 

APPENDIX .......................................................................................................................................................48 

SECTION I ð STATE AND LOCAL ELECTION OFFICIALS ..............................................................48 

SECTION II ð AUTHORITIES REGARDING VOTER REGISTRATION ..........................................55 

SECTION III ð AUTHORITIES REGARDING POLLING PLACES AND PREPARATION FOR 

ELECTION DAY .............................................................................................................................................88 



 

    

September 24, 2008 

 

 

ii 

SECTION IV ð AUTHORITIES REGARDING ABSENTEE VOTING GENERALLY ................... 101 

SECTION V ðABSENTEE VOTING FOR OVERSEAS AND MILITARY VOTERS ...................... 111 

SECTION VI ðVOTING AND ELECTION DAY INFORMATION ................................................ 113 

SECTION IX ð AUTHORITIES REGARDING POST-ELECTION PROCEDURES ..................... 123 

 

Contact info@nationalcampaignforfairelections.org with comments or questions.



 

    

September 24, 2008 

 

 

1 

STATE AND LOCAL ELEC TION OFFICIALS  

I. THE CHIEF ELECTION OFFICER OF THE STATE  

The Chief Election Officer of the State of Maine is the Secretary of State. 

For more information about the Bureau of Corporations, Elections and Commissions, see 

http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/. 

II.  MUNICIPALITIES  

A.  Registrar  

 There is a registrar in each municipality. 

 The registrar must be a citizen of the United States, a resident of the State and at least 18 years 

of age.  [Maine Revised Statutes, Title 21-A, § 101(1)] 

 The registrar may not hold or be a candidate for any state, local or county office, or be an 

officer of a municipal, county or state party committee, and the registrar may not be an 

employee of a party or candidate.  [§ 101(1)] 

 The registrar keeps the central voter registration system current at all times for the voters in 

the registrarõs municipality.  [§ 161(2-A)]   

 The municipal officers of each municipality shall appoint in writing a qualified registrar of voters 

by January 1st of each odd-numbered year.  [§ 101(2)] 

 The registrar shall serve for two years and until a successor is appointed and sworn.  The 

municipal clerk may be appointed to serve as registrar, but the term of the clerk has no effect 

on the term of the registrar.  If the clerk is not appointed as registrar, then the registrar must 

appoint the clerk as a deputy registrar and the clerk shall have the same authority as the 

registrar to make determinations of voter eligibility and to perform the registrarõs duties of 

voter registration.  [§ 101(2 )] 

 Before assuming the duties of office, the registrar must be sworn and the oath recorded.  

[§ 101(3)] 

 When there is a vacancy in the office of registrar, the municipal officers shall appoint a qualified 

person to fill the vacancy for the remainder of the term of office.  If the municipal officers fail to 

appoint a registrar to fill the vacancy within fifteen days after the municipal officers receive 

notification of the vacancy, the municipal clerk shall appoint a qualified person to fill the vacancy 

for the remainder of the term of office.  [§ 101(8)] 

 When a member of the registrarõs immediate family becomes a candidate for state, local or 

county office in the electoral division in which the registrar is appointed, the registrar may not 

serve as registrar during the period beginning when the candidate files a petition to be a 

candidate or is nominated to be a replacement candidate until the time of election.  The 

http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/
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registrar shall instead appoint a deputy to whom the municipality shall pay all associated costs 

for the duration of the deputyõs temporary employment in that capacity. [§101(10)]   

 The registrar must attend a training session that is approved by the Secretary of State at least 

once every two years in regard to the conduct of voter registration. [§101(9)] 

B. Municipal Clerk  

 The clerk of the municipality is the supervisor of all elections.  [§ 505]  

 The clerk of the municipality has the following duties:   

o Administer the absentee voting procedures; 

o Instruct election officials on election laws and procedures prior to Election Day; 

o Coordinate and schedule election officials to work at the polls on Election Day; 

o Make arrangements in advance of Election Day for poll watchers, petition circulators and 

others who request to be present at the polls;  

o Prepare and deliver to and from the polls all election equipment and materials, including the 

ballots;   

o Advise the warden on election laws and procedures on Election Day;   

o Report the return of votes cast and other voter registration or election information to the 

Secretary of State;   

o Notify the Secretary of State of the names of the clerk and any deputy or assistant clerks 

within 10 days after the official is elected or appointed and sworn by revising the election 

officialõs information listing within the central voter registration system; 

o Attend a training session that is approved by the Secretary of State at least once every two 

years in regard to the conduct of elections (the Secretary of State shall encourage 

municipalities to provide training biennially to all election officials); and   

o Perform any other duties required for conducting an election.  [§ 505(1)-(8)]   

C.  Warden  

 In a city, the selection, term of office, compensation and partial duties of wardens and ward 

clerks are determined by the city charter.  [§ 501(1)]  In a town, with the approval of the 

municipal officers, the clerk of the municipality shall appoint a warden and may appoint one or 

more deputy wardens to assist in the duties on Election Day.  [§ 501(2)]  

 A warden, ward clerk or any deputy warden may not be an officer of a municipal committee of a 

political party.  The warden, ward clerk and deputy wardens must be registered voters of the 

municipality, except when a nonresident clerk is acting as either warden, ward clerk or deputy 
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warden.  Before assuming the duties of office, the warden must be sworn by the municipal clerk 

and the ward clerks or deputy wardens must be sworn by the municipal clerk or the warden.  

[§ 501(3)] 

 The division of a town or ward into voting districts terminates the office of election officials 

previously appointed from such town or ward.  [§ 631(2)]  In such case, at least ten days before 

the election, the municipal officers shall appoint a warden, a ward clerk (in a city) and at least 

two election clerks for each new voting place created by the division.  [§ 631(3)] 

 In the event of a vacancy in the office of warden or in the absence or incapacity of the warden, 

the ward clerk may perform the duties of the warden.  A vacancy in the office of ward clerk may 

be filled by an election clerk appointed by the warden.  When a ward clerk is elected in a 

partisan election, an election clerk appointed by the warden must be enrolled in the same 

political party as the ward clerk and shall serve as ward clerk pro tem.  [§ 502] 

 Ward clerks or deputy wardens shall perform the duties of the warden when necessary and may 

not replace election clerks.  [§ 501(3)] 

 A warden has the following powers and duties:   

o To enforce the law governing voting and counting procedures at the voting place over which 

he has jurisdiction on Election Day; 

o To keep order at all times in and around the voting place; 

o To direct that any person who creates a disturbance or otherwise violates the law at the 

voting place be removed from it and, if necessary, confined until the polls are closed; 

o To request a peace officer to remove, confine or arrest a person who creates a disturbance 

or otherwise violates the law at a voting place; and 

o To supervise and control the election clerks at the voting place, to assign their duties for 

convenience and efficiency, and to delegate ministerial duties to them.  [§ 662(1)-(3)] 

D. Additional Rules for Unorganized Townships  

The procedures for establishing a voting place in unorganized townships is as follows: 

 The commissioners of each county may provide or contract with a municipality to provide a 

voting place in any unorganized township in the county where all residents of unorganized places 

entitled to vote in municipalities near the township may cast their ballot, for all state and 

national elections, including primary elections.  [§ 632(1)(A)]   

 The registrar of the contracting municipality shall designate the voters as township voters in the 

central voter registration system and shall include their names on the incoming voting list for 

the contracting municipality.  [§ 632(1)(B)] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 101, 161, 501, 502, 505, 631, 632, 662 (2008) 
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III.  PRECINCT ELECTION OFFICIALS, a.k.a. POLL WORKERS  

A.  Election Clerks  

 Election clerks shall attend the voting places for which they are appointed at each election 

during the time the polls are open or during the counting of the ballots after the polls close, as 

required by the terms of their appointment.  They are under the direction of the warden and 

shall assist the warden as requested.  [§ 503(8)] 

 The municipal officers shall consider persons nominated by the municipal, county or state 

committees of the major parties to serve as election clerks.  The municipal officers shall appoint 

at least one election clerk from each of the major parties to serve at each voting place during 

the time the polls are open.  [§ 503(2)(A)]  The municipal officers shall appoint at least one 

election clerk nominated by the municipal committee of a qualified minor party represented on 

the last general election ballot for each voting place at the committeeõs request.  [§ 503(2)(B)] 

 The municipal officers shall also appoint a sufficient number of election clerks to serve as 

counters after the polls close.  The election clerks must be selected so that the number of 

election clerks from one major party does not exceed the number of election clerks from 

another major party by more than one.  [§ 503(2)(A)] 

 In the event of a vacancy in election clerks, the municipal officers shall appoint alternate election 

clerks who may be called into service.  [§ 503(3)]  The municipal officers shall also appoint 

election clerks in this manner to serve as counters after the polls close.  [§ 503(4)] 

 If a sufficient number of election clerks is not available to serve on Election Day, the municipal 

clerk or the warden may appoint the necessary number of election clerks to fill the vacancies.  

When filling a vacancy, the municipal clerk or the warden shall first draw from the list of 

alternates appointed and make every attempt to appoint a person with the same enrollment 

status as the person who vacated the position.  [§ 503(5)] 

 Before assuming the duties of office, election clerks are sworn by the municipal clerk or the 

warden.  [§ 503(6)] 

 Where the division of a town or ward into voting districts has terminated the office of election 

clerks previously appointed, at least ten days before the election, the municipal officers shall 

appoint at least two election clerks for each voting place created by the division.  [§ 631(3)]  

Before assuming the duties of office, the election clerks must be sworn by the clerk who shall 

record the fact of their having been sworn.  [§ 631(4)] 

 Election clerks must be at least 18 years of age, registered to vote and a resident of the 

municipality in which they will serve.  The municipal officers of each municipality shall appoint 

election clerks no later than May 1st of each general election year to serve at each voting place 

during the time the polls are open and as counters after the polls close.  A list of the election 

clerks appointed by the municipal officers must be posted at each voting place.  [§ 503(1)]  

 The municipal officers may also consider persons who are 17 years of age to serve as student 

election clerks for a specific election.  A student election clerk may perform all the functions of 

an election clerk.  [§ 503(2)(C)]  
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 All nominations for election clerks must be submitted to the municipal officers no later than 

April 1st of each general election year.  If a municipal committee of a major party fails to submit 

a list of nominees to serve as election clerks, the municipal officers may appoint registered 

voters enrolled in that party to serve as election clerks.  [§ 503(2)] 

 If the municipal officers are unable to appoint a sufficient number of election clerks from 

nominations from political parties, they may appoint any other registered voter, as long as the 

balance between major political parties is maintained.  The municipal clerk shall complete a form 

provided by the Secretary of State when a registered voter changes party enrollment status in 

order to be available to serve as an election clerk and to maintain a balance between the major 

political parties and that election clerk participates in the counting of ballots.  [§ 503(2)] 

 An election clerk holds office for two years from the date of appointment and until a successor 

is appointed and qualified, except that an election clerk who is appointed to represent a qualified 

minor party represented on the last general election ballot holds office only for two years from 

the date of appointment.  [§ 503(7)]  

 Where a city charter provides for the election of two persons to assist the warden in receiving, 

sorting and counting ballots, the persons elected under the authority of the charter are 

considered to be election clerks and each must represent a different major party.  [§ 503(9)] 

 The following may not serve as election officials:   

o An employee of a party or candidate; 

o A person having a direct pecuniary interest in the result of a referendum question; or 

o A candidate or member of his immediate family, in the electoral division from which the 

candidate seeks election  [§ 504(1)-(3)] (This subsection does not apply to a candidate for 

warden or ward clerk or the immediate family of the candidate for warden or ward clerk, 

nor to municipalities with a population of less than 500.  [§ 504(3)]) 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 503, 504, 631 (2008) 

IV.  TRAINING ELECTION OFFICIALS  

A.  Municipal Clerks  

Municipal Clerks must attend a training session that is approved by the Secretary of State at least 

once every two years in regard to the conduct of elections.  In addition, the Secretary of State shall 

encourage municipalities to provide training biennially to all election officials.  [§505(7-A)] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 505 (2008) 
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VOTER REGISTRATION  

I. INFORMATION FOR REGISTRANTS  

A.  Eligibility  

An individual may register to vote upon proof to the registrar that he or she: 

 is a citizen of the United States.  

 is at least 18 years old, or for a partyõs primary election or municipal caucus, will be at least 18 

at the time of the next general election; and 

 has established and maintains a residence in the municipality where registering [§ 111]; 

Residency 

Residence is that place where the person has established a fixed and principal home to which the 

person, whenever temporarily absent, intends to return.  [§ 112(1)] 

 Under this definition, residence is something that a person establishes by behavior tending to 

prove intent. 

 While the definition includes the personõs òintent to returnó to a residence, it makes it clear 

that the residence must in fact exist, and the person must have established it as a fixed and 

principal home. 

 The law does not define òfixedó or òprincipaló or òhome.ó 

 In most cases, a person has only one place where her or she resides, making residency easy for 

the registrar to determine.  However, determining residency becomes more difficult when a 

person owns or rents a dwelling in more than one municipality. 

 Persons aged 17 who will become 18 in time for the next election may conditionally register.  

[§ 155] 

 No one may register to vote in more than one place at the same time.  When completing a 

voter registration application, the voter must provide an address where he or she was 

previously registered, or if never previously registered, must write ònoneó in the space 

provided.  

 The registrar may consider the following factors in determining whether a person has 

established and maintains a voting residence in the municipality [§ 112]:   

o A direct statement of intention by the person (an òoathó);  

o The location of any dwelling currently occupied by the person; 

o The place where any motor vehicle owned by the person is registered;  
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o The residence address, not a post office box, shown on a current income tax return;  

o The residence address, not a post office box, where the person receives mail;  

o The residence address, not a post office box, shown on any motor vehicle operatorõs license 

or hunting or fishing license the person holds;  

o The receipt of any public benefit conditioned upon residency; or  

o Any other objective facts tending to indicate a personõs place of residence.  [§ 112(1)] 

Student Eligibility 

A student does not gain the right to vote in a municipality simply by attending a school in that 

municipality [Maine Constitution, Article II, § 1]  

Students must register in the municipalities in which they reside, which might not be where they 

attend school. 

The following items should be kept in mind when determining residency for a college student: 

 A person does not gain or lose a residence solely because of the personõs presence or absence 

while a student in any institution of learning.  This may not be construed to prevent a student at 

any institution of learning from qualifying as a voter in the municipality where the student 

resides while attending that institution [§ 112(7)] 

 A person does not lose his or her residence by temporarily leaving home with the intent of 

returning [§ 112(3)].  

 A person can have only one residence at any one time. [§ 112(2)] 

Felony Conviction and Restoration of Voting Rights  

A voter does not lose his or her right to vote because the voter has been convicted of a crime. 

Uniformed Services and Overseas Citizens 

A person does not gain or lose a residence solely because of the personõs presence or absence 

while employed in the uniformed service of the merchant marines of the United States or of the 

State of Maine.  A member of the Armed Forces shall not be considered as having obtained an 

established residence, by being stationed in any garrison, barrack or military place, in any city, town 

or plantation. [§ 112(7); Maine Constitution, Article II, § 1].  

A spouse of a member of the uniformed service or the merchant marine on active duty may have 

the same voting residence as the member.  A member of the uniformed service or the merchant 

marines may establish residence at the spouseõs residence by declaring his or her intent to locate 

there after leaving the uniformed service or the merchant marines.  [§ 112(11)].  
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Incarcerated Persons 

The residence of a person incarcerated in a correctional facility or in a county jail does not include 

the municipality where the person is incarcerated unless the person resided in that municipality 

prior to incarceration.  

A person incarcerated in a correctional facility may apply to register to vote in any municipality 

where that person has previously established a fixed and principal home to which the person intends 

to return [§ 112(14)]. 

Citizens Living Outside the United States 

A person qualified to register to vote who resides outside the United States and does not maintain a 

fixed and principal home or other address in the State may register using his or her last residence 

address immediately before leaving the United States and enroll by filing a federal postcard 

application or an application designed by the Secretary of State [§ 154].   

Persons Without Homes 

A person may have a nontraditional residence, including, but not limited to, a shelter, park, or 

underpass.  A personõs residency is not subject to challenge on the sole basis that the person has a 

nontraditional residence.  [§ 112(15)]. 

Source: Maine, Constitution, Article II,  § 1; ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 111, 112, 154, 155 

(2008) 

B. Requesting Registration Applications  

A person may register as a voter by appearing before the registrar, proving that he or she is 

qualified and filing an application provided by the registrar containing an original signed voter 

registration application [§ 122].  A person who resides outside the United States and does not 

maintain a fixed and principal home or other address in the State may register by filing a federal 

postcard application or an application designated by the Secretary of State.   

Applications for registration can be obtained from the Secretary of State, the Bureau of 

Corporations, Elections and Commissions, the Bureau of Motor Vehicles, the Department of Health 

and Human Services, Bureau of Family Independence, Bureau of Health, Bureau of Rehabilitation, 

uniformed service recruitment offices, public high schools and the offices of municipal clerks and 

registrars.  [§ 181] 

For more information on where to obtain a voter registration card, voters may contact the Office 

of the Secretary of State, Division of Elections at (207) 624-7650 or email 

CEC.Elections@maine.gov.   

Answers to many frequently asked questions about registration can be found at the website of the 

Secretary of State at www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/. 

http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/
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Overseas and Uniformed Services Voters:   

A person qualified to register who resides outside the United States and does not maintain a fixed 

and principal home or other address in the State may register at the last residence address 

immediately before leaving the United States and enroll by filing a federal postcard application or an 

application designed by the Secretary of State.  [§ 154]  

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 122, 154, 181 (2008) 

C. Submitting Registration Applications  

Registration Deadline 

Registration applications by mail or by a third person must be received in the registrarõs office by the 

close of business on the 21st day before Election Day.  A person may register in person during the 

20 days before Election Day, and on Election Day. [§ 121 (1-A)] 

Information Required when Registering 

Voter registration applications must include identification.  Voters must provide proof that they 

meet the qualifications to vote (have United States citizenship, will be 18 years old by Election Day 

and reside in the municipality in which they are registering).  For new mail-in applications, registrants 

must submit a copy of a Maine driverõs license or other valid photo ID, a current utility bill, bank 

statement, paycheck or other government document that shows the voterõs name and address. 

 New voters who have a valid Maine driverõs license or Maine State ID must list that number; or 

 New voters who do not have a valid Maine driverõs license or Maine State ID must list the last 

four digits of their Social Security Number. 

Voters who register in-person at the county registrarõs office within 20 days of Election Day must 

present both identification and proof of residence.  Voters who do not satisfy both requirements 

are still entitled to cast a challenged ballot.  [§ 121 (1-A)] 

Voters are not required to produce identification on Election Day when voting.  A voter is required 

only to state his or her name and, if requested, residence address (unless the voter is protected 

under the Address Protection Program, in which case no address is required).  [§§  671(1), 22(3)(A)] 

Political Parties 

When a person registers, the registrar will ask whether or not the person wishes to enroll in a 

political party.  If the answer is òyesó, the registrar will ask in which party the person wishes to 

enroll.  If the answer is ònoó, the registrar will note on the enrollment portion of the application 

that the person chose not to enroll in a political party.  A registrant is not required to enroll in a 

political party.  [§ 141]  The registrar will not attempt to influence an applicant in any aspect of the 

enrollment procedure and will not allow anyone else present to do so.  [§ 141(1)]   
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A voter who chooses not to enroll in a particular party may later enroll in a party by filing an 

application with the registrar personally, by mail or otherwise, at any time, except that on Election 

Day a voter must enroll in person.  [§ 142] 

Submitting the Registration Application 

 Registration by Mail More than 20 days before Election Day:  The registrar shall accept 

registrations on any business day or other day that the clerkõs office is open.  Completed voter 

registration cards may be hand delivered or mailed to the personõs town office or city hall, or 

sent to the Secretary of Stateõs Office at the following address: 

Office of the Secretary of State 

Division of Elections 

101 State House Station 

Augusta, ME  04333-0101 

There is no cut-off date for registering to vote in person at the town office or city hall. If a person wants 

to register to vote by mail, the cut-off date is the close of business on the 21st day before the Election 

Day. That date is October 21, 2008 for the General Election. 

 In Person Registration Within Twenty Days of Election Day: The registrar may accept the 

registrations of applicants within 20 days of Election Day only as follows:   

o A person who registers during the 20 days before Election Day or on Election Day shall 

register in person and show proof of identity and residency.  If satisfactory proof of identity 

and residency cannot be provided to the registrar or deputy, the personõs name will be 

placed on the voting list and the person will cast a challenged ballot.  [§ 121(1-A)].  

o In a municipality with a population of more than 2,500, the registrar may accept registrations 

on the last five business days that the clerkõs office is open before Election Day during the 

hours that the clerkõs office is open and for two hours in the evening between 5:00 p.m. and 

9:00 p.m. on at least one of these days (the hours may be changed by the municipal officers 

according to the needs of the municipality).  [§ 122(6)(A)(2)];  

o In a municipality with a population of 2,500 or fewer, the registrar may accept registrations 

on the last business day that the clerkõs office is open before Election Day during the hours 

that the clerkõs office is open.  [§ 122(6)(A)(1)] 

The registrar shall, after finding an applicant qualified, record the names of voters registering by 

attaching a certificate to the voting list or adding the voters name to the voting list or a 

supplemental voting list.  The voting list or supplemental list will be delivered by the registrar to 

the clerk before the polls are opened.  The inclusion of a personõs name on these lists will 

entitle the applicant to vote on Election Day.  [§ 122(7)] 

 In Person Registration on Election Day.  The registrar shall accept registrations of applicants 

who appear in person on Election Day.  The registrar shall issue to each of these applicants a 

certificate entitling the applicant to be placed on the voting list at the voting place.  Only one 

certificate may be issued to a person.  An applicant whose address has changed since the 
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applicant last voted must vote at, or if voting by absentee ballot, using the ballot or ballots for 

the new polling place, if applicable, on Election Day.  [§ 122(4)] 

 Registration with Absentee Ballot Application.  If the clerk receives a properly completed 

absentee ballot application that is signed by a person who is not a registered voter in the 

municipality, a presumption of the personõs qualification as a voter is established.  [§ 122(5)] 

o The clerk shall send an absentee ballot to the voter at the address indicated, along with a 

voter registration application.  The completed registration application must be returned to 

the clerk by the close of the polls on Election Day and may not be sealed with the voted 

absentee ballot.  [§ 122(5)] 

o If the application is received during the 20 day period before Election Day and the registrar 

is not satisfied as to the personõs qualification as a voter, the registrar shall place the 

personõs name on the voting list and challenge the absentee ballot.  [§ 122(5)] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 22, 121, 122, 141, 142, 181, 671 (2008) 

D. Processing Applications  

Generally 

A person may register as a voter by appearing before the registrar, proving that he or she is 

qualified and filing an application provided by the registrar containing an original signed voter 

registration application [§ 122].  Except as described below, the registrar shall accept registrations 

on any business day or other day that the clerkõs office is open [§ 122(6)]. 

The registrar shall notify the applicant whether the application for registration is accepted or 

rejected, and if accepted, shall place the name of the applicant on the voting list as soon as he or she 

has qualified.  If the notice of acceptance is returned as undeliverable, the registrar must mark the 

application rejected and send a new notice indicating the rejection.  [§ 122(2)] 

The registrar shall, after finding an applicant qualified, record the name of the voter by attaching a 

certificate to the voting list or adding the voterõs name to the voting list or a supplemental voting 

list.  The voting list or supplemental list will be delivered by the registrar to the clerk before the 

polls are opened.  The inclusion of a personõs name on these lists will entitle the applicant to vote 

on Election Day.  [§ 122(7)] 

A registered voter who moves to another state within thirty days before a presidential election 

must not be removed from the voting list until after the election.  The voter may vote at that 

presidential election in person or by absentee ballot.  [§ 113] 

For more information and a sample voter registration card, see the State of Maine 

Voter Guide 200 8 at http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/votguid06.htm  

Appeals 

In a city or town that has a population of 5,000 or more, if a person disagrees with the decision of 

the registrar of voters to cancel that personõs registration in the central voter registration system or 

http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/votguid06.htm
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to reject that personõs voter registration application, that person may appeal in writing to the 

registration appeals board.  [§ 103] 

The registration appeals board consists of three members; one appointed by each of the major 

political parties and one nominated by the clerk of the municipality and appointed by the municipal 

officers.   [§ 103(1)] 

Upon receipt of a complaint by a person aggrieved by the decision of the registrar, the chair of the 

registration appeals board shall immediately fix a time and place for the board to meet for a prompt 

hearing.  The voter must be given written notice of the hearing at least 20 days in advance and must 

have the opportunity to testify and to present witnesses and other evidence at the hearing.  The 

hearing is de novo.  After a hearing, the board may affirm, modify or reverse the decision of the 

registrar.  [§ 103(6)] The aggrieved person may appeal the decision of the board to the Superior 

Court.  A registration appeals board may only act by unanimous or majority action.  [§ 103(7)] 

In a municipality that does not have a registration appeals board, if a person disagrees with the 

decision of the registrar to cancel that personõs registration in the central voter registration system 

or to reject that personõs voter registration application, the person may appeal in writing to the 

municipal officers by filing a complaint.  The municipal officers shall immediately fix a time and place 

for a prompt hearing and must give the voter at least 20 days notice of the hearing.  The hearing is 

de novo.  After a hearing, the municipal officers may affirm, modify or reverse the decision of the 

registrar.  The aggrieved person may appeal the decision of the municipal officers to the Superior 

Court.  [§ 163] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 103, 113, 122, 163 (2008) 

E. Change of Residence and/or Name  

Moves within a Municipality 

A person whose name or residence address in a municipality which has voting districts does not 

appear correctly on the incoming voting list on Election Day may not vote at any election until his 

or her name or address is corrected.  [§ 115(3)] 

Voters may be able to complete a change of address form in advance of Election Day online at: 

http://www.maine.gov/portal/government/edemocracy/voterreg_form.html  

When a voterõs name is changed by marriage or other process of law, or when he or she moves 

within a municipality, the voter must give written notice to the registrar of the new and former 

names or addresses before the close of registrations prior to Election Day.  [§ 129(1)]  The registrar 

shall correct the voterõs name or address on the central voter registration system and the incoming 

voting list, and the voter must then vote under the voterõs new name or in the new district on 

Election Day.  [§ 129(2)]  

In a municipality that has more than one voting district, if a voter has changed his or her address and 

wishes to votes absentee after the close of registration, the voter must send a written notice of his 

or her new address along with the voterõs absentee application notifying the registrar of the voterõs 

new address.  A certificate containing the voterõs name and new address must be directed to the 

http://www.maine.gov/portal/government/edemocracy/voterreg_form.html
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warden of the voterõs new voting place to be attached to the incoming voting list on Election Day.  

[§ 129(2)] 

If a voter fails to notify the registrar of a change of name or address before the close of 

registrations, and the registrar has not already made the correction, the voter must appear before 

the registrar on Election Day to have his or her address changed.  The registrar shall issue a 

certificate to the voter so that the voter may cast a ballot.  If the voter wishes to exercise the right 

to vote, the voter must vote using the ballot or ballots for the new polling place, if applicable, on 

Election Day.  [§§ 129(3), 661] 

Except where the registrar has been notified that the voter has registered in another municipality, if 

the registrar has identified a voter as having a change of address, the registrar shall send the voter a 

change of address confirmation notice at the voterõs last known place of residence.  

If a voter has moved within the municipalityõs jurisdiction, the registrar shall change the voterõs 

record to reflect the new address before sending the change of address confirmation notice.  If a 

voter has moved outside the municipalityõs jurisdiction, the registrar shall also include information 

on voter registration procedures in the new jurisdiction.  [§ 162-A(1)]  If a voter confirms that he or 

she has moved from the municipalityõs jurisdiction, his or her name may be canceled from the 

central voter registration system.  If a voter fails to respond to the change of address confirmation 

notice, he or she must be designated as inactive.  A voter who has been designated as inactive and 

fails to vote in the next two general elections must be removed from the voting list.  If a voter who 

is designated as inactive votes at any election prior to cancellation in the central voter registration 

system, the inactive designation of the voter must be changed to active.  Address verification may be 

requested at the polls before allowing a voter designated as inactive to vote.  [§ 162-A(2)] 

Moves between Municipalities 

A voter who moves from one municipality to another must register in the new municipality of residence in 

order to be permitted to vote.  [§ 111(4)]  The voter may register in person with the registrar of the new 

municipality on Election Day. 

Moves between States 

A registered voter who moves to another state within 30 days before a presidential election must 

not be removed from the incoming voting list.  The voter may vote at that presidential election in 

person or by absentee ballot.  [§ 113] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 111, 113, 115, 129, 162-A, 661 (2008) 

F. Special Provisions for Township Residents  

Registration, enrollment and voting by the resident of a township are governed by the following 

provisions:  

1.  Registration and enrollment.  A township resident who lives in a township for which the county 

commissioners have not established a voting place may register and enroll in any municipality within 

his or her representative district or, if the voter lives in a portion of a township not easily accessible 

to a municipality within the representative district, the voter may register and enroll in a more 
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convenient municipality within or outside the county.  The township resident may register and 

enroll on Election Day.  The registrar shall place the letter òTó beside the voterõs name in the 

central voter registration system and on the incoming voting list.  [§ 156(1)] 

2.  Voting.  The township voter may vote in the town in which the voter is registered in any election 

for offices of or questions concerning the unorganized territory in which the voter resides.  The 

voter may not vote at a municipal election or on a liquor option question.  If the voter registers in a 

town outside the voterõs representative district, state senatorial district, county commissioner 

district or county, the voter may vote for the offices of Representative to the Legislature, State 

Senator or any county office by using a ballot obtained for such voter by the clerk in the municipality 

where such voter is registered.  [§§ 156(2), 606-A] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 156, 606-A (2008) 

II.  INFORMATION FOR THIRD  PARTY REGISTRATION GROUPS  

A.  General Assistance with Registration and Other Election Documents   

Assistance Generally 

A person who is unable to sign his or her name because of a physical disability may use a signature 

stamp or authorize another person to sign on his or her behalf on any application to register to vote 

or to enroll or make any changes to such applicantõs status.  [§ 153-A(1)]  The person assisting the 

applicant must prepare and sign the registration application, along with an alternative registration 

signature statement, at the applicantõs direction, in the presence of the applicant and one 

corroborating witness.  The person assisting the applicant and the corroborating witness must be 

registered to vote in the State and may not be a candidate, the applicantõs employer or an agent of 

that employer or an officer or agent of the applicantõs union.  [§ 153-A(1)] 

B. Restrictions regarding forms  

Use of the National Registration Form 

Maine accepts the National Registration Form.  http://www.longdistancevoter.org/maine  

C. Registration Monitors  

Anyone who wishes to monitor the names and addresses of persons who are registering at the 

registrarõs office shall inform the registrar of that intent.  

Anyone who wishes to monitor the names and addresses of persons who are registering at the 

polling place shall inform the registrar or clerk of that intent by submitting a written, signed 

statement containing the proposed monitorõs name, address and intent.  

The registrar or clerk may designate a place where a person monitoring registrations may stand.  

A person monitoring registrations shall direct any questions the person has to the registrar or clerk.  

Questions must be limited to information pertinent to the qualifications of an individual to register.  

A person monitoring registrations may not (1) ask questions of individuals waiting to register 

http://www.longdistancevoter.org/maine
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concerning their eligibility to vote; (2) handle or inspect registration cards, files or other materials 

used by the registrar or clerk except as directed by a court order; or (3) inhibit the work of the 

registrar.  A warden may request a reduction in the number of monitors if the work of a registrar 

appears to be inhibited.  [§§ 22, 122(9)] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 22, 122, 153-A (2008) 

III.  STATEWIDE VOTER REGISTRATION DATABASE:  

MAINTENANCE AND REMOVAL OF VOTERS  

A.  Generally  

The registrar shall prepare and keep a voter registration file containing the voter registration 

documents for each voter on the voting list, containing an original, signed voter registration 

application for each voter, with associated applications containing changes of name, address or 

enrollment and any documentation concerning these applications or the qualifications for the voter.  

When the name of a voter is removed from the voting list, the registrar shall indicate on the voterõs 

registration documents the date that the voterõs name was removed from the list and retain the 

documents for two years.  [§§ 172, 23(1)]  The registrar in each municipality shall keep the central 

voter registration system current at all times for the voters in the registrarõs municipality.  [§ 161(2-

A)] 

The registrar may not cancel a voter registration solely because the voter did not vote in previous 

elections.  [§ 161(2-A)]  Each registrar must maintain a record of the names added to or removed 

from the central voter registration system and the date the action was taken.  [§ 161(5)]  The 

records must include lists of the name and address of each person to whom an address confirmation 

notice was sent and information as to whether each person responded to the mailing.  Specifically, a 

voter who has moved out of the municipality may be removed from the central voter registration 

system if the voter fails to respond to an address confirmation notice and the voter does not vote in 

two general elections after the notice is sent. [§ 162-A] 

The registrar shall hold office hours as long as the polls are open on any Election Day to correct any 

error in the incoming voting list or central voter registration system that might otherwise deprive a 

voter of his franchise.  If the name or address of the voter was omitted by error from or placed 

incorrectly on the voting list, the registrar shall issue a certificate to him or her containing the 

voterõs correct name and address and directed to the warden of his or her voting place.  The 

registrar shall correct the name and address on the incoming voting list and the central voter 

registration system.  On receipt of the certificate, the warden shall allow the person named in it to 

vote.  [§ 661(1)] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 23, 161, 172, 661 (2008) 

B. Removal of Voter s 

Generally 

Once a voter is registered, the name of that voter may not be removed from the central voter 

registration system except under the following circumstances: (1) at the written request of the 

voter, (2) by death of the voter, (3) by mental incapacity of the voter or (4) in connection with a 
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voter registration list maintenance program.  A voterõs name may not be removed from the central 

voter registration system later than 90 days prior to the date of a federal election, unless it is for 

reasons (1) or (2) listed above.  See the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 for more 

information: http://www.usdoj.gov/crt/voting/nvra/activ_nvra.htm#prov.  

Marriage.  If the registrar determines that a voter has married, the registrar may not for that reason 

alone remove the voterõs registration in the central voter registration system.  The registrar may 

send a notice inquiring whether, as a result of marriage, that voterõs name or address has been 

changed.  [§ 128(3)] 

Removal of Voters Who Have Changed Residence 

If the registrar has identified a voter as having a change of address, a registrar shall send the voter a 

change of address confirmation notice at the voterõs last known place of residence.  [§162-A(1)] 

If a voter has moved within the municipalityõs jurisdiction, a registrar shall change the voterõs record 

to reflect the new address before sending the change of address confirmation notice.  If the voter 

confirms that he or she has moved from the municipalityõs jurisdiction, his or her name may be 

canceled in the central voter registration system.  [§162-A(2)] 

The registrar shall keep a record of the names added to or registrations canceled in the central 

voter registration system.  [§ 161(5)]  The registrar may contact other municipalities within the 

same representative or senatorial district to determine whether voters are also registered in 

another municipality.  The registrar may also request from the clerk a list of the marriages, deaths 

and other changes that took place since the last update of the central voter registration system.  

The registrar shall use this list to update the central voter registration system accordingly.  

[§ 128(2)] 

Failure to Respond to Registration Confirmation Notice 

If the voter fails to respond to a change of address confirmation notice, he or she must be 

designated as inactive on the incoming voter list and the central voter registration system.  A voter 

who has been designated as inactive and fails to vote for the next two general elections must be 

removed from the voting list.  [§162-A(2)] 

If a voter who is designated as inactive votes at any election prior to cancellation in the central voter 

registration system, the inactive designation of the registrant on the voting list must be changed to 

active.  Address verification may be requested at the polls before allowing a voter designated as 

inactive to vote.  [§ 162-A(2)]  

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 128, 161, 162-A (2008) 

C. Time Limits and Maintenance of Records  

The registrar shall prepare and keep a voter registration file containing the voter registration 

documents for each voter in the central voter registration system, arranged alphabetically by the last 

name of each voter (with those enrolled in the Address Confidentiality Program noted only by their 

voter code and included at the end of the alphabetized voter file).  When a voterõs registration is 

canceled from the central voter registration system, the registrar shall indicate on the voterõs 

http://www.usdoj.gov/crt/voting/nvra/activ_nvra.htm#prov
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registration documents the date that the voterõs registration was canceled and retain the documents 

for two years, either in the same file, or in a separate file.  [§172] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §172 (2008) 

D. Correcting the Registration List: Applications and Challenges  

Correction to Incoming Voting List on Election Day.  The registrar shall hold office hours as long as 

the polls are open on any Election Day to correct any error in the voting list or central voter 

registration system that might otherwise deprive a voter of his franchise.  If the name or address of 

the voter was omitted by error from or placed incorrectly on the voting list, the registrar shall issue 

a certificate to the voter containing the voterõs correct name and address and directed to the 

warden of the voterõs voting place.  The registrar shall correct the name and address on the 

incoming voting list and in the central voter registration system.  On receipt of the certificate, the 

warden shall allow the person named in it to vote, place a check mark next to the voterõs name on 

the certificate, and attach the certificate securely to the incoming voting list.  [§ 661(1)] 

Hearings to remove voters.  If the registrar is in doubt as to the qualifications of a person to vote, 

the registrar shall hold a hearing (after written notice to the voter at the last known address of the 

voter of at least 20 days in advance.  The voter must have an opportunity to testify and present 

witnesses and other evidence at the hearing.  If the voter fails to offer satisfactory proof of 

qualifications to vote, either prior to or at the hearing, the registrar may cancel the voterõs 

registration in the central voter registration system.  If the voter fails to appear at the hearing and 

the registrar has proof that the voter does not meet the qualifications, the registrar may cancel the 

voterõs registration in the central voter registration system.  The registrar shall notify the voter, in 

writing, of the action taken and advise the voter how he or she may appeal the registrarõs decision.  

If the registrar cancels the voterõs registration after the hearing and a municipal or state election 

occurs before decisions on all appeals, the voter remains in the central voter registration system and 

may cast a challenged ballot.  [§ 161(4)] 

Appealing a cancellation from the Voting List.  In a city or town that has a population of 5,000 or 

more, if a person disagrees with the decision of the registrar of voters to remove a name from the 

voting list or to refuse to place it on the voting list, that person may appeal in writing to the 

registration appeals board.  [§103].  In a town that does not have a registration appeals board, if a 

person disagrees with the decision of the registrar of voters to remove a name from the voting list 

or to refuse to place it on the voting list, the person may appeal in writing to the municipal officers 

of a municipality by filing a complaint.  The municipal officers must fix a date for hearing and give the 

voter notice of the hearing at least 20 days in advance.  The voter must have an opportunity to 

testify and to present witnesses and other evidence at the hearing.  The hearing is de novo.  The 

aggrieved person may appeal the decision of the municipal officers to the Supreme Court [§163].  

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 103, 161, 163, 661 (2008) 
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POLLING PLACES AND P REPARATION FOR ELECT ION DAY  

I. Preparation for Election Day  

A.  Voting Precincts  

Voting districts may be established by the municipal officers after public notice and hearing held at 

least ninety days before an election.  After such hearing, the municipal officers will file a certificate 

defining the limits of each district with the Secretary of State and shall publish it, at least thirty days 

before Election Day, in at least one newspaper having general circulation in the municipality.  

[§ 631(1)] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 631 (2008) 

B. Polling Places  

General Information 

Each polling place will include a guardrail constructed so that only those inside its enclosure can 

approach within six feet of the ballot box and the voting booths.  [§ 627(2)]  The ballot box must be 

within view of the persons present and the voting booth must be arranged so that those outside the 

guardrail enclosure can see who enters and leaves it.  [§ 627(1)] 

Municipalities must provide a polling place large enough to allow at least one pollwatcher from each 

party (which pollwatchers shall remain outside the guardrail).  [§ 627(4)]  The clerk, election officials 

and not more than two voters in excess of the number of voting booths may be within the guardrail 

enclosure.  The warden may permit peace officers to be within the enclosure to enforce the law.  

All other persons must remain outside of the enclosure.  [§ 681(1)]  

The location of polling places 

Voters may find their polling places by calling the town office or city hall (contact information for all 

municipal clerks is listed in Appendix B) or using the online Voter Information Lookup service at 

http://www.maine.gov/portal/govern ment/edemocracy/lookup_polling_place.php . 

Information Made Available to the Public Prior to Election Day 

Notice of the election shall be posted by the municipal clerk, in a conspicuous public place in each 

voting district at least seven days immediately before Election Day and at each voting place on 

Election Day.  The notice of election must contain the following items: a heading that states òNotice 

of Electionó in bold type, the day, date and title of the election, the voting district designation, if any, 

the name and location of the voting place, the opening and closing times of the polls and a list of the 

offices and referendum questions for that election.  [§§ 621-A, 622-A] 

A notice signed by the municipal clerk must be posted at least 7 days before Election Day in the 

same manner as described above in relation to the notice of the election, stating each specific time 

that the clerk intends to begin processing absentee ballots on Election Day.  The clerk shall notify 

http://www.maine.gov/portal/government/edemocracy/lookup_polling_place.php
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the chairs of each political party of the municipality, in writing, of the procedure that is to occur in 

relation to the absentee ballots.  This notice must be considered sufficient as long as it is mailed to 

the last address of each municipal chair that is known to the clerk. [§ 759(7)] 

Voting Equipment 

Each voting booth must have within it a pencil or marker without an eraser and a shelf on which a 

voter may mark a ballot conveniently.  An instruction poster to guide voters in replacing spoiled 

ballots and correctly marking their ballots, including the procedure for write-in votes, must be 

securely placed above the shelf to assist the voter.  Each booth must have back and side panels large 

enough to screen the voter from the observation of others.  [§ 629(3)] 

In municipalities that have voting machines, the municipal officers must also provide sufficient voting 

booths and paper ballots to ensure adequate voting facilities.  [§ 629(2)] 

A voting machine used in the conduct of state elections must meet the following requirements, 

among others:  

 It must be constructed so that each voter may vote in secrecy  

 It must permit a voter to vote once and only once for each candidate and each question for 

whom or on which the voter is entitled to vote;   

 It must prevent a voter from voting for more persons for an office than there are offices to be 

filled;   

 It must permit a voter to vote for a write-in candidate;   

 It must prevent a voter from voting for any office or upon any question for whom or on which 

the voter is not entitled to vote; 

 It must permit a voter to change or retract a vote he has attempted to cast for any person, or 

on any question, before his vote has been completed and registered; and 

 It must be of an identical type approved by the Secretary of State and Attorney General.  [§ 812] 

In a general election, the municipal officers of each municipality shall provide at least one voting 

booth for each 200, or fraction exceeding 1/2 of that number, of the qualified voters in each voting 

place (not including voters who have been designated as inactive).  [§ 629(1)]  

In those municipal voting districts using voting machines, the municipal officers of each municipality 

must provide at least one voting machine for each 450, or fraction exceeding 1/2 of that number, of 

the voters qualified to vote at each voting place.  [§ 811(4)]  
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Additional Information for Unorganized Townships 

The commissioners of each county may (or, upon the receipt of a petition signed by at least ten 

persons qualified to vote in an unorganized township, must) provide or contract with a municipality 

to provide a voting place in any unorganized township in their county where all residents of 

unorganized places entitled to vote may cast their ballots for all state and national elections, 

including primary elections.  [§§ 632(1)(A), 632(1)(D)] 

The conduct of elections at that voting place shall be the same as in municipalities and all provisions 

of the Maine Revised Statutes with respect to voting districts are applicable to that voting place.  

[§ 632(1)(C)] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 621-A, 622-A, 627, 629, 632, 681, 759, 811, 812 (2008) 

II.  Polling Place Procedures During Voting  

A.  Hours of Operation and Protocols for Opening and Closing  the Polling Place  

Polls will open between 6:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. (10:00 a.m. in municipalities with populations less 

than 4,000) and will close at 8:00 p.m. (polls in municipalities with less than 100 people may close 

before 8:00 p.m. if all registered voters have voted).  All voters present at the voting place at 8:00 

p.m. must be permitted to vote.  The municipal clerk of each municipality shall determine the 

opening time of the polls and such times will be posted a notice of the election.  [§ 626]   

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 626 (2008) 

B. Pro tocol for Opening the Polling Place 

Requirements for Polling Place Setup 

Before the polls are opened, the clerk shall deliver or have delivered the election materials marked 

for each voting place to the warden at that voting place.  The warden shall give the clerk a receipt 

noting the number of ballots received after the election officials have opened the boxes of ballots 

and verified the contents. 

At any time after the materials are received and before the polls are open, the clerk may open the 

packages or boxes of election materials, break the seals on the packages not marked òballots,ó and 

use the materials for instructional purposes.  The election officials shall post one instruction poster 

in each voting booth and two instruction posters outside the guardrail where they are visible to 

voters before they have voted.  The election officials shall also post two sets of sample ballots or 

two sets of sample ballot labels for each ballot being used in that voting place, along with two 

posters of the constitutional resolutions and statewide referenda, outside the guardrail where they 

are visible to voters. 

No more than one hour before the opening of the polls, the warden shall break the seals on the 

packages containing the ballots and distribute the ballots to the election clerks in charge of them.  
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The breaking of the seals on the packages containing the ballots is a public proceeding and any 

member of the public may be present. 

Before opening the ballots, the warden shall open the official ballot box, examine it and show 

publicly that it is empty.  Immediately after examination, the warden shall lock the box and deliver 

the key to the ward clerk who shall keep it until the polls are closed.  After the box has been 

locked, it may not be moved until the polls are closed. 

As soon as all of the duties described above have been performed, the warden shall permit voting to 

start.  [§ 651] 

The certified copies of the incoming voting list provided by the registrar and official ballot boxes 

must be used exclusively at each voting place.  If it becomes impossible to use the official ballot box, 

the warden shall direct the method by which voting is to proceed.  The warden shall record the 

reason why the ballot box was not used and shall place an attested copy of this record in the 

package with the ballots cast.  [§ 652] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 651, 652 (2008) 

III.  Information Posted at Polling Locations  

A.  At every polling location, the following voting information must  be posted:   

The registrar shall post a certified copy of the incoming voting list for each voting district at the 

voting place in that district before the polls are opened on Election Day.  [§ 624(1)] 

The election officials shall post one instruction poster in each voting booth and two instruction 

posters outside the guardrail where they are visible to voters before they have voted.  The election 

officials shall also post two sets of sample ballots, along with two posters of the constitutional 

resolutions and statewide referenda, outside the guardrail where they are visible to voters.  

[§ 651(2)]  An instruction poster advising prospective registrants and voters of their rights must be 

conspicuously posted at the entrances to all polling places and voter registration places.  

[§ 605(3)(A)] 

Sample ballots will be printed on paper of a distinctive color and will say òSAMPLE BALLOTó at the 

top and will not have the state seal on it.  The Secretary of State shall also prepare ballot 

instructions in the French language, to be printed on a separate sheet of paper that may 

conveniently be attached to sample ballots.  The Secretary of State shall furnish these ballot 

instruction sheets upon request by the clerk of a municipality.  [§ 603] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 603, 605, 624, 651 (2008) 
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IV.  Who May Be Present at the Polling Place  

A.  Generally   

Unless the voter requests assistance or is accompanied by a person 17 years old or younger, no one 

may enter a voting booth with a voter.  If the voter requests assistance, an election official 

designated by the warden or aide requested by the voter may enter the voting booth with the 

voter.  [§ 681(3)] 

A voter who is unable to read or mark his ballot because of physical disability, illiteracy or religious 

faith may request another person (including one or more election officials) other than the voterõs 

employer or agent of that employer or officer or agent of the voterõs union, to assist the voter in 

reading or marking the ballot.  The assistant may be under 18 years old and need not be a registered 

voter.  [§ 672] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 672, 681 (2008) 

B. Observers  

Party workers and others may remain in the voting place outside the guardrail enclosure as long as 

they do not attempt to influence voters or interfere with their free passage.  If any person attempts 

to influence voters or interfere with their free passage, the warden shall have such person removed 

from the voting place.  [§ 681(4)]  

Pollwatchers are party workers who remain in the voting place outside the guardrail enclosure for 

the purpose of viewing the voting process, keeping track of the voters who have voted or 

challenging voters whose qualifications appear to be in question.  [§ 1(30-A)]  At least one worker 

from each political party will be allowed to remain outside the guardrail enclosure as a pollwatcher.  

[§ 627(4)]  Pollwatchers may remain in the voting place outside the guardrail enclosure as long as 

they do not attempt to influence voters or interfere with their free passage.  [§ 682(2-A)(A)] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 1, 627, 681, 682 (2008) 

V. Polling Places:  Conduct, Rules and Prohibitions on Intimidation and Deception of 

Voters  

A.  Conduct At or Around the Polling Place  

Permissible Conduct at Polling Places on Election Day 

A candidate may attend the voting place and orally communicate with voters as long as the 

candidate does not attempt to influence their votes.  A candidate may not state the name of the 

office sought or request a personõs vote.  [§ 682(2)]  

Media representatives may conduct an exit poll, as long as they do not solicit voters until after the 

voters have voted and do not orally communicate with voters in a way that influences a voterõs 

vote.  [§ 682(2-A)(B)]   
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Party workers and others may remain in the voting place outside the guardrail enclosure as long as 

they do not attempt to influence voters or interfere with their free passage.  [§ 681(4)] 

The warden may select and designate a specific location at the voting place, accessible and 

observable by the voters, where the collection of signatures may take place.  Persons collecting 

signatures at the polls may make arrangements with the clerk prior to Election Day and with the 

warden on Election Day.  The warden may limit the number of persons collecting signatures to one 

for each specific question, candidate or issue.  Persons collecting signatures may not solicit a voterõs 

signature until the voter has completed voting.  The warden may direct the removal of any person 

collecting signatures who creates a disturbance or otherwise violates the law at a voting place.  

[§ 662(4)]   

Nonpolitical charitable activities and other nonpolitical advertising may be allowed at the discretion 

of the clerk if arrangements are made prior to Election Day.  If arrangements are not made in 

advance of the Election Day, the warden may, at the wardenõs discretion, either allow or prohibit 

nonpolitical charitable activities and other nonpolitical advertising.  [§ 682(3)(B)] 

Conduct Prohibited at Polling Places on Election Day: 

On public property within 250 feet of the entrance to the voting place as well as within the voting 

place itself, a person may not: 

 Influence another personõs decision regarding a candidate or ballot issue; or 

 Attempt to influence another personõs decision regarding a candidate or ballot issue.  [§ 682(2)] 

Except as otherwise provided (where a voter has requested assistance), within the voting place, a 

person may not instruct another in the method of marking the ballot.  [§ 682(1)]  

If any person attempts to influence voters or interfere with their free passage, the warden shall have 

the person removed from the voting place.  [§ 681(4)] 

Party workers or others may not use cellular phones, voice pagers or similar devices to make 

audible voice communication within the voting place to influence or attempt to influence another 

personõs decision regarding a candidate or ballot issue.  [§ 682(4)]   

A person may not display advertising material; operate an advertising medium, including a sound 

amplification device; or distribute campaign literature, posters, palm cards, buttons, badges or 

stickers containing a candidateõs name or otherwise intending to influence the opinion of any voter 

within 250 feet of the entrance to either the voting place or the registrarõs office.  The term òsound 

amplification deviceó includes, but is not limited to, sound trucks, loudspeakers and blowhorns.  

However, advertising material on automobiles traveling to and from the voting place is not 

prohibited and a person may pass out stickers at the voting place to be pasted on the ballot at a 

primary election.  A person who is at the polls solely for the purpose of voting may wear a campaign 

button when the longest dimension of the button does not exceed three inches.  [§ 682(3)] 
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A person who knowingly engages in activities prohibited by this section commits a Class E crime.  

[§ 682(5)] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 662, 681, 682 (2008) 
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ABSENTEE VOTING GENE RALLY  

Absentee voting provides a means for qualified voters to vote if they are unable to go to the polls 

on election day. 

I. Voting by absentee ballot   

A.  Who May Vote by Absentee Ballot  

Absentee ballots may be cast at any election by any voter who requests an absentee ballot.  The 

voter need not specify a reason to receive an absentee ballot.  [§ 751]   

II.  Requesting an absentee ballot  

A.  Deadlines for REQUESTING an absentee ballot  

Applications for absentee ballots may not be furnished by the clerk to any person more than three 

months prior to the election.  There is no deadline for requesting an absentee ballot, but if it is not 

received back by the municipal clerk by the time the polls close, it will not count.  In addition, if a 

voter requests an absentee ballot but is not yet registered to vote, the municipal clerk must receive 

the voter registration application ten days prior to the election in order for the absentee ballot to 

be counted.  [§ 755] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §755 (2008) 

B. Information necessary to obtain an absentee ballot  

By request, any time within three months before an election, the clerk shall furnish a reasonable 

number of absentee ballot applications to any person.  [§ 753-A(1)]  A voter or immediate family 

member may complete an application or make a written request for the voterõs own ballot by mail, 

in person or by facsimile.  The voter may also designate an immediate family member or a third 

person to deliver the ballot on the voterõs behalf.  [§ 753-A(3)]  A voter may also obtain an 

application online at: http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/absent.htm.  A person who wishes to vote 

by absentee ballot may, without completing an application, vote by absentee ballot in the presence 

of the clerk.  [§753-B(8)]   

An application or a written request for an absentee ballot must be accepted by the clerk if it 

contains the following information: 

 The voterõs name; 

 The voterõs residence address or other address sufficient to identify the voter; 

 The signature of the voter or the voterõs immediate family member who is making the 

application or written request; 

http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/absent.htm
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If an immediate family member is either making the application or written request or is designated in 

the application or written request to deliver or return the ballot to the voter, then the family 

relationship to the voter must also be provided; and 

 If applicable, a different address to which the applicant requests the ballot be sent or delivered.  

[§ 753-A(3-A)] 

If the voter needs assistance, then in addition to the information required above, the following 

information must be provided in order for the application or written request for an absentee ballot 

to be accepted by the clerk: 

 The printed name and signature of the person who helped the voter; and; 

 A statement that the aide helped the voter by either reading or signing the application, or both.  

[§ 753-A(3-B)] 

A voter who is unable to read, sign or complete an application because of physical disability, 

illiteracy or religious faith may request another person, other than the voterõs employer or agent of 

that employer or an officer or agent of the voterõs union, to assist the voter in reading, signing or 

completing the application.  If an aide assists a voter by reading or signing the application, the aide 

shall complete and sign the certificate on the application stating that the aide has assisted the voter.  

[§ 753-A(5)] 

If the voter wishes to have the ballot delivered or returned by a third person, then in addition to the 

information required above, the name of the third person must be provided in order for the 

application or written request to be accepted by the clerk (a third person may only be designated in 

an application or written request that is signed by the voter).  [§ 753-A(3-C)] 

A voter may make a telephone application for the voterõs own ballot.  In this case, the voter may 

not designate an immediate family member or a third person to deliver the ballot on the voterõs 

behalf.  A telephone application must be accepted by the clerk if it contains the voterõs name, date of 

birth, residence address or other address sufficient to identify the voter and, if applicable, a different 

address to which the applicant requests the ballot be sent or delivered.  The clerk shall verify that it 

is the voter who is requesting the ballot by confirming the voterõs residence address and birth date 

with the information in the voterõs record.  [§ 753-A(4)] 

If the municipal clerk opts to accept absentee ballot applications by e-mail, a voter may make an 

application for the voter's own ballot by e-mail using the form designed or approved by the 

Secretary of State.  At least 120 days before any election administered by the State, the clerk shall 

notify the Secretary of State of the clerk's intention to accept absentee ballot applications by e-mail 

and of the e-mail address used to accept the absentee ballot applications.  The Secretary of State 

shall post on its publicly accessible website a list of municipalities that have opted to accept absentee 

ballot applications by e-mail along with the e-mail addresses and procedures for requesting an 

absentee ballot by e-mail.  The voter may not designate an immediate family member or a third 

person to deliver the ballot on the voter's behalf.  The clerk shall verify that it is the voter who is 

requesting the ballot by confirming the voter's residence address and birth date with the information 
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in the voter's record.  The clerk shall print the e-mail application and write òe-mail requestó on the 

application.  [§ 753-A(6)] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 753-A, 753-B (2008) 

C. Delivery of absentee ballots to voters  who have requested to vote absentee  

Upon receipt of an application, written request or telephone application for an absentee ballot that 

is accepted, the clerk shall immediately issue an absentee ballot and return envelope by mail or in 

person to the applicant or to the immediate family member or to a third person designated in a 

written application or request made by the voter, except that the clerk does not have to issue a 

ballot by mail to an address outside the municipality for a voter whose request was received on the 

day before Election Day or to any voter whose request was received on Election Day.  The clerk 

shall type or write in ink the name and the residence address of the voter in the designated section 

of the return envelope.  [§ 753-B(1)] 

The clerk may not deliver an absentee ballot to any third person who is a candidate or a member of 

a candidateõs immediate family.  The clerk may not deliver to an immediate family member or to a 

third person any absentee ballot requested by telephone.  The clerk may not issue more than five 

absentee ballots to any third person designated in applications or written requests at any time.  

[§ 753-B(2)] 

A third person shall, unless good cause is shown, return an absentee ballot to the clerkõs office 

within two business days of the date that ballot was provided to the third person or by the close of 

the polls on Election Day, whichever is earlier.  The clerk shall inform the third person of the 

deadline for the return of the ballot.  [§ 753-B(3)] 

The clerk may issue a second absentee ballot to an applicant if the applicant requests one and either 

the applicant states good cause (i.e., loss of, spoiling of or damage to the first absentee ballot) or an 

absentee ballot for the applicant that was furnished to a designated third person was not returned 

to the clerkõs office within the time limit.  [§ 753-B(4)] 

The clerk may also issue a second state absentee ballot to a voter from whom the clerk has 

received a return envelope apparently containing a State absentee ballot, when the State has 

provided the clerk with replacement ballots to reflect the removal of a candidateõs name or the 

addition of a new candidateõs name or the correction of an error.  When a second state absentee 

ballot is issued to a voter under this section, the clerk must write the words òsecond ballot issuedó 

on the return envelope.  [§ 753-B(4)]  

The municipal clerk shall designate one or more times during the 30-day period prior to an election 

during which the municipal clerk shall be present in each Level II licensed nursing home, Level II 

licensed residential care facility, and Level II assisted housing program in the municipality for the 

purpose of conducting absentee voting by residents of these facilities.  [§ 753-B(5)] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 753-B (2008) 
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D. List of Absentee Ballots and Confirmation of Registration  

The clerk shall keep in the central voter registration system by marking the records therein, an 

alphabetical list, by district, of the persons who requested or were furnished absentee ballots and a 

list of the third persons designated in applications or written requests to whom absentee ballots are 

sent or delivered.  The list of absentee voters must include each voter's name, residence address, 

voting district and party affiliation; the date and manner by which the ballot was requested, issued 

and received; a notation of whether the application and the ballot were accepted or rejected; and a 

place for the registrar to certify the voter registration status of the absentee voters. The clerk must 

also indicate on the list when the absentee voter is a uniformed service voter, overseas voter or 

township voter.  The clerk creates the list of absentee voters by marking the records of registered 

voters in the central registration system.  On Election Day, the clerk must annotate the list of 

absentee voters to reflect all ballots that were received by the close of polls on Election Day 

(including any ballots that were rejected and the reasons for such rejections) and must be made 

available for public inspection.  The clerk must sign and date each official printed copy of the list of 

absentee voters that is created for public inspection, certifying that the list is a true and accurate list 

of absentee voters for the applicable election.  No additional certification is required by the registrar 

of voters.  The clerk shall also keep a list of the third persons designated in applications or written 

requests to whom absentee ballots are sent or delivered and of the number of absentee ballots sent 

or delivered to them. This list of third person ballot carriers must include telephone numbers for 

contacting the third persons.  [§ 753-B(6)]  

Within five business days after each election, the clerk shall update the central voter registration 

system to include the changes described in the paragraph above. The clerk also must update the 

central voter registration system to reflect any absentee ballots received after the polls have closed 

on election day by changing the rejection reason. When all updates have been made in the central 

voter registration system, the clerk shall certify this to the Secretary of State and make a final list of 

absentee ballots available for public inspection.  [§ 753-B(6)] 

If the applicant is registered and enrolled when necessary, the ballot must be sent to the applicant.  

If the applicant has registered and will attain 18 years of age on or before the date of the election, 

the registrar or clerk shall so certify on the application.  If not, the registrar or clerk shall write ònot 

registeredó or ònot enrolledó on the face of the application and sign the registrarõs or clerkõs name.  

Whenever an application for an absentee ballot is denied, the municipal clerk shall immediately 

notify the applicant in writing of the reason for the denial.  [§ 753-B(7)] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 753-B (2008) 

E. Rejected Absentee Ballots  

An absentee ballot may not be rejected for any immaterial irregularity in completing the application 

or affidavit on the return envelope.  The following information must be on the envelope for the 

ballot to be accepted: 

 The voterõs name and residence address typed or written in ink by the clerk in the designated 

section of the return envelope; 

 The voterõs signature; and 
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 The witnessõ or other certifying officialõs signature, when required.  [§762(1)-(4)]   

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 762 (2008) 

III.  Retur ning and casting an absentee ballot  

A.  Deadlines for RETURNING a completed absentee ballot  

In order to be valid, an absentee ballot must be delivered to the municipal clerk at any time before 

the polls are closed on Election Day.  [§ 755]   

For the 2008 General Election, there is no specific deadline for requesting an application for the 

absentee ballot. 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 755 (2008) 

B. Casting the absentee ballot  

When a voter or an immediate family member of a voter obtains a ballot from the clerk in person 

or by mail and returns that ballot to the clerk in person or by mail, and receives no assistance in 

marking the ballot, the following procedures apply:  [§ 754-A(1)] 

 The voter shall mark that ballot so that it is impossible for anyone present at the time to see 

how the voter voted. 

 While the voter is marking the ballot, there may be no communication between the voter and 

any other individual as to the person or question for which the voter is to vote. 

 After the voter has completed marking the ballot, the voter shall then seal the ballot in its 

return envelope and complete the affidavit on the envelope.  No notary or witness certification 

is required. 

 The voter or an immediate family member of the voter shall then mail or deliver in person the 

sealed envelope containing the voted ballot to the clerk of the municipality of which the voter is 

a resident.  The voter shall send a completed voter registration or absentee ballot application, if 

necessary, in a separate envelope.   

 If an immediate family member of the voter returns an absentee ballot that was requested by 

the voter or another immediate family member of the voter, the clerk shall accept the ballot.  

The clerk shall have the immediate family member who returned the ballot sign the application 

or written request and shall indicate that the ballot was returned by that person.  

When a ballot is delivered to the voter by a person other than the clerk or an immediate family 

member of the voter, or is returned to the clerk by a person other than the voter, the clerk or an 

immediate family member of the voter, and the voter receives no assistance in marking the ballot, 

the following procedures apply:  [§ 754-A(2)] 
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 The voter must mark the ballot in the presence of the following witness or witnesses: either 

one notary public, clerk of a municipality or clerk of courts or two other individuals.  The voter, 

before marking the ballot, must show it to the witness or witnesses who must examine it to be 

certain it is unmarked.   

 While the voter is marking the ballot, there may be no communication between the voter and 

any other individual as to the person or question for which the voter is to vote.   

 The voter must mark the ballot so that it is impossible for anyone present at the time to see 

how the voter voted.  The voter must then seal the ballot in its return envelope and complete 

the affidavit on the envelope in the presence of the witness or witnesses, who shall sign the 

witness certification.   

 The voter must then complete the address on the envelope and mail or deliver it personally or 

by the third person who was designated in the application to the clerk of the municipality of 

which the voter is a resident.  The voter must send a completed voter registration or absentee 

ballot application, if necessary, in a separate envelope.  

A person who wishes to vote by absentee ballot may, without completing an application, vote by 

absentee ballot in the presence of the clerk.  The method of voting is otherwise as prescribed in this 

section.  After the person has voted, the clerk shall sign the affidavit on the return envelope as a 

witness, indicate on the envelope that the voter voted in the presence of a clerk, and ensure that 

the affidavit on the return envelope is properly completed by the voter.  For the 45 days preceding 

an election, during the hours when the clerkõs office is open and may be conducting absentee voting, 

the display or distribution of any advertising material intended to influence a voterõs decision 

regarding a candidate or question on the ballot is prohibited within the clerkõs office and on public 

property within 250 feet of the entrance to the building in which the clerkõs office is located.  

[§ 753-B(8)] 

If a voter is certified by the Secretary of State as a participant in the Address Confidentiality 

Program, then such voter is entitled to receive an absentee ballot for every election during the 

period of the voterõs participation in the program.  The clerk shall mail the absentee ballot to the 

voter at the voterõs designated address as soon as possible after the regular ballots are available in 

the municipality.  The voter shall mark the absentee ballot as noted above and return it to the 

registrar in the manner provided above, except that the voter may sign the voterõs voter code under 

the Address Confidentiality Program instead of the voterõs name on the absentee ballot envelope.  

[§753-C] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 753-B, 753-C, 754-A (2008) 

IV.  Casting a ballot on Election Day after having previously requested an absentee ballot  

A voter may vote in person on Election Day, even if the voter has requested an absentee ballot, 

regardless of whether or not the absentee ballot was returned.  When the warden is undertaking 

the counting procedures outlined below and finds that the affidavit is properly completed, that the 

clerk has verified that the signature on the envelope matches the signature on the application where 

applicable, that the person is registered and enrolled where necessary, the warden shall then 
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examine the incoming voting list to determine whether the voter voted in person at the election. 

The warden shall then announce the name of each absentee voter who has not voted at the election 

and remove each ballot from its envelope without destroying the envelope or unfolding the ballot.  If 

the voter has voted in person, the warden shall not open the envelope and shall write òRejectedó on 

it, the reason why and his initials.  [§759(2)-(3)] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 759 (2008) 

V. Assistance with absentee voting  

A.  Physical assistance with absentee voting  

A voter who is unable to read or mark the ballot because of the voterõs physical disability, illiteracy 

or religious faith must vote according to the following procedures: [§ 754-A(3)] 

 A voter who needs assistance may request another person, other than the voterõs employer or 

agent of that employer or officer or agent of the voterõs union, to assist the voter in reading or 

marking the ballot.   

 The voter or the aide must mark the ballot in the presence of one of the following witnesses: a 

notary public, clerk of a municipality, clerk of courts or another individual.  The voter or the 

aide, before marking the ballot, must show it to the witness who must examine it to be certain 

it is unmarked.  

 While the voter or the aide is marking the ballot, there may be no communication between the 

voter and any individual, other than the aide who must mark the ballot as the voter indicates, as 

to the person or question for which the voter is to vote.   

 The voter or the aide must mark the ballot so that it is impossible for anyone else present to 

see how the voter voted, then seal the ballot in its return envelope.  The voter, or the aide at 

the voterõs request, shall complete and sign the affidavit in the presence of the witness, who 

shall sign the witness certification.  The aide must complete and sign the certification for aides 

on the outside of the envelope.  

 The voter or the aide must then complete the address on the envelope and mail or deliver it 

personally or by the third person who was designated in the application to the clerk of the 

municipality of which the voter is a resident.  The voter must send a completed voter 

registration or absentee ballot application, if necessary, in a separate envelope.  

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 753-A, 754-A (2008) 
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ABSENTEE  VOTING FOR OVERSEAS AND MILITARY VOTERS 

I. Voting Absentee as a Uniformed Service Member or Overseas V oter  

The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act generally covers U.S. citizens (voters in the 

military and overseas voters) who are absent from their place of residence, provided those citizens 

are otherwise eligible to vote.   

Uniformed service voters or overseas voters may register or enroll in a party at any time by 

completing a federal or state voter registration application form and filing it with the registrar.  

[§ 777-A]   

On receipt of an application, the registrar shall register the applicant, unless it appears that the 

applicant is not qualified.  If the applicant is not qualified, the registrar shall notify the applicant of the 

reason for rejection of the application.  The registrar shall designate a uniformed service officer in 

the central voter registration system with the letter òSó and shall designate an overseas voter in the 

central voter registration system with the letter òO.ó  [§ 778] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 777-A, 778 (2008) 

A.  Deadline for REQUESTING an absentee ballot  

A request may be made, as provided above for a regular absentee ballot or by submitting a federal 

application or form requesting an absentee ballot.  [§ 780] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 780 (2008) 

B. Deadlines for RETURNING an absentee ballot from outside the U.S.  

Same as for a regular absentee ballot. 

C. Obtaining and casting your absentee ballot from out of th e country in the armed 

services 

At least three months before the election, the Secretary of State shall furnish each municipality with 

a reasonable number of blank write-in absentee ballots for use by uniformed service voters or 

overseas voters.  These ballots must be similar to regular ballots, except that no candidate names 

may be printed.  These ballots will be prepared listing all offices to be selected with a space after 

each office to write in the voterõs preference.  [§ 752(1)]   

A uniformed service voter or an overseas voter may request an absentee ballot or submit a federal 

application or form requesting an absentee ballot.  With respect to any election for federal office, a 

clerk may not refuse to accept or process any otherwise valid voter registration application or 

absentee ballot application submitted by a uniformed service voter or an overseas voter on the 

grounds that the voter submitted the application more than three months before the election for 

which the application will be used.  An application or request for an absentee ballot for a uniformed 

service voter or overseas voter that is accepted remains valid through the next two regularly 
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scheduled general elections for federal office and entitles the voter to receive absentee ballots for all 

elections during that period.  [§ 780] 

The federal write-in absentee ballot may be used in primary, general and special elections for state 

and federal offices by uniformed service voters or overseas voters.  [§ 752-A] 

Prior to the time when regular absentee ballots are available, if an applicant requests a blank write-in 

absentee ballot or indicates that it takes more than six weeks to receive and return mail to the 

applicantõs location, the clerk shall send a blank write-in absentee ballot to the voter.  Once the 

regular absentee ballots become available, the clerk shall issue a regular absentee ballot in response 

to any request under this section.  If the clerk has issued a blank write-in absentee ballot to a voter 

before the regular absentee ballots become available, the clerk may send a regular absentee ballot to 

the voter, following the procedures for issuing a second absentee ballot.  [§ 780-A]  

Upon receipt of an application, written request or telephone application for an absentee ballot that 

is accepted, the clerk shall immediately issue an absentee ballot and return envelope by mail or in 

person to the applicant or to the immediate family member or to a third person designated in a 

written application or request made by the voter.  The clerk shall type or write in ink the name and 

the residence address of the voter in the designated section of the return envelope.  The Secretary 

of State shall provide a return envelope which moves free of postage under federal law.  [§ 781-A]   

On receipt of a return envelope apparently containing an absentee ballot, the clerk shall follow the 

procedures for regular absentee voting.  [§ 782]   

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 752, 752-A, 780, 780-A, 781-A, 782 (2008) 

D. Voting absentee from òoverseasó (but not in the military)  

Same rules apply as for the military. 
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VOTING AND ELECTION DAY INFORMATION  

I. General Information  

A.  Voters In Line When The Polls Close  

All voters present at the voting place at closing time must be given the opportunity to vote.  

[§ 626(2)] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 626(2008) 

B. Casting a Ballot  

A voter who wishes to vote must state his or her name and, upon request, residence address to an 

election clerk who shall announce the name in a loud, clear voice.  [§ 671(1)]  The election clerk in 

charge of the incoming voting list shall place a check mark or a horizontal line, in red ink, on the list 

beside the voterõs name and allow the voter to enter the area enclosed by the guardrail.  [§ 671(2)]  

The election clerk in charge of the ballots shall give the voter one ballot of each kind to which he or 

she is entitled.  After receiving the ballot or ballots, the voter must proceed to a voting booth as 

soon as a voting booth is available, mark the ballot or ballots without delay and then leave the voting 

booth.  [§§ 681(2), 671(3), 671(4)]   

The election clerk in charge of the ballots may not give a voter voting with the accessible voting 

system a ballot.  Instead, an election official shall escort the voter to the voting station containing 

the accessible voting system, instruct the voter on its proper use and provide the voter with access 

to all ballots to which the voter is entitled.  The voter shall cast the voterõs ballot using the 

accessible voting system.  [§ 671(3)] 

A voter shall mark the ballot at a general election as instructed in the directions on the ballot.  

[§ 692]  If the voter wishes to vote for a person whose name is not on the ballot, the voter must 

write in the name and municipality of residence in the blank space provided at the end of the list of 

nominees for the office in question.  A sticker may not be used to vote for a write-in candidate in a 

general election (but a sticker may be used in a primary election).  [§692(2)]    

No ballot, marked or unmarked, may be left in the voting booth by the voter.  [§ 671(4)]  When the 

voter leaves the voting booth, the voter shall proceed to the ballot box and deposit all ballots, 

marked or unmarked.  The voter may not leave the guardrail enclosure until the voter has 

deposited all ballots that were issued to the voter.  A person assisting the voter may deposit the 

ballots for the voter.  [§ 671(5)]   

A voter who has left the area enclosed by the guardrail may not reenter.  [§ 671(6)]  The voter may 

not linger within the voting booth or guardrail enclosure once the voter has completed voting and 

deposited all ballots into the ballot box.  [§ 681(2)] 

The election clerk in charge of the ballot box shall keep the opening covered except when receiving 

a ballot.  [§ 671(7)]  The warden at each voting place may not remain or allow any other person to 
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remain where the warden or that person can see how a voter votes, except that an election official 

may remain when the officialõs assistance has been requested by a voter.  [§ 671(8)] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 671, 681, 692 (2008) 

C. Identification  Required at the Polling Place  

State law has no requirements to produce identification on Election Day when voting.  The only 

identification requirements are for registration.  Therefore, voters who are already registered 

should not be required to produce identification in order to vote.  Maine law requires only that a 

voter state his or her name and, if requested, street address (unless the voter is protected under 

the Address Protection Program, in which case no address is required).  [§ 671] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 671 (2008) 

II.  Assistance to Voters at the Polling Place  

A.  Assistance in the Voting Booth  Generally  

A voter may request assistance with voting equipment at the polling place 

A voter who is unable to read or mark his ballot because of physical disability, illiteracy or religious 

faith may request another person (including one or more election officials) other than the voterõs 

employer or agent of that employer or officer or agent of the voterõs union, to assist the voter in 

reading or marking the ballot.  The assistant may be under 18 years old.  The assistant may not tell 

the voter how to make the voterõs choices or otherwise influence the voter.  [§ 672]   

Assistance When Voters Mistakenly Mark a Ballot 

If a voter erroneously marks a ballot, he or she may retrieve a second ballot from the election 

officials.  If the voter erroneously marks the second ballot, he or she may receive a third ballot, 

however the voter may not receive another replacement ballot after their third ballot. 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 672, 693 (2008) 

B. Assistance for  Voters with Disabilities  

Polling Place Accessibility 

As of July 1, 2001, every polling place is required to be an òaccessible voting place,ó which means it 

must be compliant with the requirements of the 1981 standards of construction described in Title 

25, chapter 331 of the Maine Revised Statutes.  These standards require certain public buildings and 

places of employment to comply with certain standards of construction for people with physical 

disabilities.  [§630]   
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Voting Machine Accessibility 

Each voting system must be accessible (the òaccessible voting systemó) to individuals with disabilities, 

including nonvisual accessibility for the blind and the visually impaired.  [§ 808(1-A)]  The clerk shall 

equip at least one of the voting booths at each voting place with an enlarged instruction poster, a 

magnifying device and an adjustable lamp for improved lighting for use by the visually impaired.  The 

clerk may also equip the voting booth with an enlarged sample ballot at his or her discretion.  

[§ 629(4)] 

In every election, at least one voting booth in each voting place must be accessible for persons with 

disabilities, except that this voting booth cannot be the only voting booth used at the polling place.  

[§ 629(1)(A-1)].  

Voters with disabilities must also have access to at least one voting machine that is accessible for 

individuals with disabilities, including the blind and visually impaired, in a manner that provides the 

same opportunity for access and participation (including privacy or independence) as is provided to 

other voters.  Source:  Help America Vote Act, 42 U.S.C. § 15481(a)(3) 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 629, 630, 808 (2008) 

C. Assistance in Languages Other than English  

Accommodations that must be made for non-English speakers 

The Secretary of State shall prepare ballot instructions in the French language, to be printed on a 

separate sheet of paper that may conveniently be attached to sample ballots.  The Secretary of State 

shall furnish these ballot instruction sheets upon request by the clerk of a municipality.  [§ 603].  If a 

voter has difficulty obtaining a French language sample ballot, the voter should call the Election 

Protection hotline immediately at 1-866-OUR-VOTE (1-866-687-8683). 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 603, 672 (2008) 

III.  Information Regarding Voters Who Have Moved  

A.  Moving Within the Same Municipality  

A person whose name, or residence address in a municipality which has voting districts, does not 

appear correctly on the incoming voting list on Election Day may not vote at any election until his 

or her name or address is corrected.  [§ 115(3)] 

Voters may be able to complete a change of address form in advance of Election Day online at: 

http://www.maine.gov/portal/government/edemocracy/voterreg_form.html  

When a voter moves within a municipality, the voter must give written notice to the registrar of his 

new and former addresses before the close of registrations prior to Election Day.  [§ 129(1)]  The 

registrar shall correct the voterõs address on the incoming voting list and the central voter 

registration system, and the voter must then vote in the new district on Election Day.  [§ 129(2)]  

http://www.maine.gov/portal/government/edemocracy/voterreg_form.html
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If a voter fails to notify the registrar of a change of address before the close of registrations, and the 

registrar has not already made the correction, the voter must appear before the registrar on 

Election Day to have his or her address changed.  The registrar shall issue a certificate to the voter 

so that the voter may cast a ballot.  If the voter wishes to exercise the right to vote, the voter must 

vote using the ballot or ballots for the new polling place, if applicable, on Election Day.  On receipt 

of the certificate, the warden must allow the person named in it to vote, check the voterõs name on 

the certificate as having voted and attach the certificate securely to the incoming voting list.  

[§§ 129(3), 661] 

Except where the registrar has been notified that the voter has registered in another municipality, if 

the registrar has identified a voter as having a change of address, the registrar shall send the voter a 

change of address confirmation notice at the voterõs last known place of residence.  [§ 162-A(1)] 

If a registrant has moved within the municipalityõs jurisdiction, a registrar shall change the voterõs 

record to reflect the new address before sending the change of address confirmation notice.  If a 

registrant has moved outside the municipalityõs jurisdiction, a registrar shall also include information 

on voter registration procedures in the new jurisdiction.  [§ 162-A(1)]  If the voter confirms that he 

or she has moved from the municipality, his or her name may be canceled from the central voter 

registration system.  If the voter fails to respond to the change of address confirmation notice, her 

or she must be designated as inactive.  A registrant who has been designated as inactive and fails to 

vote in the next two general elections must be removed from the voting list.  If a registrant who is 

designated as inactive votes at any election prior to cancellation in the central voter registration 

system, the inactive designation of the registrant must be changed to active.  Address verification 

may be requested at the polls before allowing a registrant designated as inactive to vote.  [§ 162-

A(2)] 

B. Moving Between Municipalities  

A voter who moves from one municipality to another must register in the new municipality of 

residence in order to be permitted to vote.  [§ 111(4)]  The voter may register in person with the 

registrar of the new municipality on Election Day. 

In a municipality that has more than one voting district, if a voter has changed his or her address and 

wishes to votes absentee, the voter must send a written notice of his or her new address along with 

the voterõs absentee application notifying the registrar of the voterõs new address.  A certificate 

containing the voterõs name and new address must be directed to the warden of the voterõs new 

voting place to be attached to the incoming voting list on Election Day.  [§ 129(2)] 

C. Absentee Votin g For Voters Who Have Moved  

A registered voter who moves to another state within 30 days before a presidential election must 

not be removed from the incoming voting list and the voterõs registration may not be cancelled in 

the central voter registration system until after the election.  The voter may vote at that presidential 

election in person or by absentee ballot.  [§ 113] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 111, 113, 115, 129, 162-A (2008) 
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IV.  Provisi onal Voting  

A.  Voting by provisional ballot  

A person whose ability to vote has been challenged may vote in the usual manner on a ballot 

marked òChallengedó by the warden at the polling place (subject to the procedures described 

below).  [§ 673(4)] 

V. Challenges 

A.  Grounds for challenging a voter õs right to vote on or before election day  

A voter of a municipality or an election official may challenge the right of another to vote at an 

election in that municipality, only upon personal knowledge or reasonably supported belief that the 

challenged voter is unqualified.  Any challenge must be made to the warden.  The challenger must 

state, in the form of a signed affidavit, under oath administered by the warden, the following: 

 the challengerõs name, address, party affiliation, and status as a registered voter in the 

municipality; and 

 the name of the voter challenged, the reason the particular individual being challenged may be 

ineligible to vote, the specific source of the information or personal knowledge upon which the 

challenge of the particular individual is based, and a statement that the challenger understands 

that making a false statement on the affidavit is punishable under penalties of perjury.  [§ 673(1)] 

Only the following reasons for challenge may be accepted by the warden: 

The challenged person: 

 is not a registered voter 

 is not enrolled in the proper party, in a primary election 

 is not qualified to be a registered voter because the challenged person is not: 

o at least 18 years of age; 

o a citizen of the United States; or 

o a resident of the municipality or appropriate electoral district within the municipality; 

 Registered to vote during the closed period or on Election Day and did not provide satisfactory 

proof of identity and residency when registering in person (only an election official may bring 

this challenge) 

 Did not properly apply for an absentee ballot; 

 Did not properly complete the affidavit on the absentee return envelope; 
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 Did not cast the ballot or complete the affidavit before the appropriate witness; 

 Communicated with someone in a prohibited manner; 

 Did not have the ballot returned to the clerk by the time prescribed; 

 Voted using the name of another; 

 Committed any other specified violation; or 

 Voted using the wrong ballot for the appropriate electoral district or political party, if applicable.  

[§ 673(1)(A)(1)-(12)] 

B. Procedure when challenged  before Election Day  

The registrar or clerk may complete a challenge affidavit under oath to the warden before Election 

Day.  [§ 673(1-B)] 

C. Procedure when challenged on Election Day  

Challenges must be made at the time the voter being challenged is checking in with the election 

clerk in charge of the incoming voting list, but before that voter enters the voting booth, except that 

the registrar or clerk may complete a challenge affidavit under oath to the warden before or during 

Election Day.  [§ 673(1-B)]  A challenge must be made against an absentee ballot after the name of 

the absentee voter is announced by the warden or clerk and before the ballot is placed into the 

ballot box or voting machine.  [§ 673(1-C)] 

As soon as the challenge has been made, the election clerk in charge of the incoming voting list shall 

write òChallengedó beside the voterõs name on the list, and give a ballot to the warden.  [§ 673(2)] 

The warden shall write a number on the outside of the ballot.  The warden shall also complete a 

certificate on which appears the word òChallenged,ó the name of the voter challenged and the 

reason for the challenge.  The challenger and the warden shall sign the certificate.  After the 

challenger has signed the certificate, the warden shall place the number that was written on the 

ballot in a conspicuous place on the certificate.  Only the warden and the challenged voter may 

know the ballot number.  The warden shall place the challenge certificate and the signed affidavit in a 

sealed envelope marked òChallenge Certificate #(certificate number).ó  [§ 673(3)] 

The warden shall maintain a list of all challenges made.  The list must include the name of the voter 

challenged, the name of the challenger and the reason for the challenge.  The list may not include 

the unique number assigned to the ballot of the challenged voter.  The list must be made available 

for public inspection after the polls close.  [§ 673(3-A)] 

The challenged voter shall then proceed to vote in the usual way using the marked ballot, except 

that a voter who is challenged in a polling place where voting machines are used may not use the 

voting machine for casting his vote, but must use an official paper ballot.  [§§ 673(4), 824] 
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A person challenging the right of another person to vote may not create a disturbance or 

obstruction and may not interfere with or delay the challenged voterõs exercise of the right to vote 

once the challenge affidavit has been completed.  A challenger other than a registrar, clerk or other 

election official may not handle or inspect registration cards or files or other materials used by the 

registrar or clerk except under court order.  [§ 673(5)] 

In an election for federal office, if a federal or state court has issued an order extending the time 

established for closing the polls, any ballots cast during the period of that extension must be 

challenged according to this section, segregated, and counted separately from all regular and 

challenged ballots cast during the normal polling hours.  [§ 673(6)]  

The merits of a challenge may not be decided at the time the challenge is made, but only after the 

election.  [§ 673(1-D)] (See òCounting Challenged Ballotsó below).  

After the election at which a voter has been challenged, the registrar shall hold a hearing to confirm 

the qualifications of the challenged voter (for a summary of hearing procedures, see òVoter 

Registration, III. D. Correcting the Registration List Applications and Challengesó).  The qualifications 

of the voter must be resolved within a reasonable time after the election and the voterõs name 

either retained or cancelled from the central voter registration system.  [§ 673(7)]   

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§  161(4), 673, 696, 824 (2008) 
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POST-ELECTION PROCEDURES  

I. Closing the Polls  

A.  The protocol for closing polling places  

The polls will close at 8:00 p.m. (polls in municipalities with less than 100 people may close before 

8:00 p.m. if all registered voters have voted).  All voters present at the polling place (whether 

outside or inside) in line or in the process of voting at 8:00 p.m. will be allowed to vote.  [§ 626(2)]   

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 626 (2008) 

II.  Counting the Ballots  ð Generally  

As soon as the polls are closed, the election clerks shall count the ballots under the supervision of 

the warden, except that, if in the opinion of the municipal clerk the public interest will be served, 

referendum ballots may be counted on the day immediately following the election, as long as the 

count is completed within 24 hours after the polls are closed.  [§695] 

A.  Procedures for Counting Ballots.  

Regular Ballots 

The ballots must be counted publicly so that those present may observe the proceedings.  In 

counting the ballots, the election clerks shall separate them into distinct lots of 50 ballots each 

(except the last lot, which may be the remaining ballots less than 50).  They shall place with each lot 

a statement of the count in that lot and the names of the election clerks who made the count.  They 

shall wrap the statement of the count around the outside of each of the lots of ballots.  [695(1)-(2)] 

As soon as the ballots are counted, the warden shall declare the results publicly at the polling place.  

[§695(3)]  The Secretary of State may issue to each warden instructions on opening the ballot 

boxes, separating various types of ballots and giving priority in counting various types of ballots.  

[§695(4)] 

At the close of an election, the warden shall return the ballot box to the clerk.  [§628(1)]  The clerk 

shall have custody of the ballot box and shall keep it in good repair and shall provide safe storage for 

it at the expense of the municipality, subject to the supervision of the Secretary of State.  [§ 628(2)] 

Invalid Ballots 

A vote for any office, candidate or question may be held invalid by the warden, ward clerk or deputy 

warden and may not be counted for that office, candidate or question as follows: 

 If a voter marks more names for an office than there are vacancies to be filled, the voterõs vote 

for that office may not be counted; 

 If a voter marks the voterõs ballot in such a manner that it is impossible to determine the voterõs 

choice, the voterõs vote for the office or question concerned may not be counted; 



 

    

September 24, 2008 

 

 

42 

 If a voter marks a write-in indicator for an office, but does not write both a name and a 

municipality of residence in the blank space provided to the right of the write-in indicator (vote 

will not be counted unless a determination of choice is possible);   

 If a voter writes in a name and municipality of residence, but does not mark the write-in 

indicator, the vote for that office may not be counted; or  

 If a voter writes in a write-in space a fictitious name, the name of a deceased person or the 

name of a person who has not filed a declaration of write-in candidacy with the Secretary of 

State on or before 5 p.m. on the third business day prior to the election, the vote for that office 

cannot be counted.  [§ 696(2)(A)-(E)] 

The warden, ward clerk or deputy warden shall write òInvalid voteó on the ballot and the reason the 

vote is invalid beside the office, candidate or question for which it is invalid and shall sign it and 

replace the ballot with the other ballots, to be counted for any other offices or questions for which 

the ballot is not invalid.  [§ 696(2)(F)] 

Spoiled and Replacement Ballots 

If a voter spoils a ballot, the voter may obtain a replacement, not more than twice, by returning the 

spoiled ballot to the election clerk in charge of issuing ballots.  The warden, ward clerk or deputy 

warden shall write òSpoiled by voteró on the spoiled ballot and sign it.  If a replacement ballot is 

issued to the voter, the warden, ward clerk or deputy warden shall also mark òReplacement ballot 

issuedó on the spoiled ballot.  The election official shall then segregate the spoiled ballot with any 

other spoiled ballots in an envelope labeled òSpoiled ballotsó and shall package and return the 

envelope of segregated ballots.  The Secretary of State shall provide the clerk of each municipality 

with either a label and instructions on proper handling of spoiled ballots or a special envelope 

printed with this label and instructions.  [§ 693] 

Defective Ballots 

A ballot that is not properly prepared in accordance with the requirements of the law is defective.  

A ballot held to be defective by the warden, ward clerk or deputy warden may not be counted.   

The warden, ward clerk or deputy warden shall write òDefective ballotó and the reason that the 

ballot is defective on the ballot and shall sign it.  The election official shall then segregate the 

defective ballot with any other defective ballots in an envelope labeled òDefective ballotsó and shall 

package and return the envelope of segregated ballots.  The Secretary of State shall provide the 

clerk of each municipality with either a label and instructions on proper handling of defective ballots 

or a special envelope printed with this label and instructions.  A ballot is not defective if the 

Secretary of State has given prior approval for its use at the election.  [§ 696(3)] 

Determination of Choice and Void Ballots 

If a voter marks his or her ballot in a manner that differs from the instructions at the top of the 

ballot but in such a manner that it is possible to determine the voterõs choice, then the vote for the 

office or question concerned must be counted.  [§ 696(4)]  If multiple interpretations of a ballot vote 
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are equally reasonable, then a vote may not be counted.  [In re Primary Election Ballot Disputes 

2004 Me., 857 A.2d 494] 

A distinguishing mark is a mark on a ballot which indicates the apparent intent of the voter to make 

his ballot distinguishable from others in a manner that is fraudulent or inconsistent with an honest 

purpose.  A stray mark on the ballot or mark made on or in the voting indicator or near the 

candidate's name or space for a write-in candidate that differs from the instructions at the top of the 

ballot is not a distinguishing mark unless it is of such a character or is made in such a manner that it 

manifests an intent to make the ballot distinguishable for a fraudulent or dishonest purpose. Marking 

the write-in space on a ballot with the name of a fictitious person, a deceased person or a person 

from outside the State who could not be a candidate for that office is not a distinguishing mark 

unless it is made in such a manner that manifests an intent to make the ballot distinguishable for a 

fraudulent or dishonest purpose.  [§ 1(13)] 

A ballot on which a voter has made a distinguishing mark is void.  A ballot held to be void by the 

warden, ward clerk or deputy warden may not be counted.  [§ 696(5)]  The warden, ward clerk or 

deputy warden shall write òVoid ballotó and the reason that the ballot is void on the ballot and shall 

sign it.  The election official shall then segregate the void ballot with any other void ballots in an 

envelope labeled òVoid ballotsó and shall package and return the envelope of segregated ballots.  

The Secretary of State shall provide the clerk of each municipality with either a label and 

instructions on proper handling of void ballots or a special envelope printed with this label and 

instructions.  [§ 696(5)] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 1, 628, 693, 695, 696 (2008) 

III.  Counting CHALLENGED  Ballots  

A.  Counting Challenged Ballots  

A challenged ballot must be counted the same as a regular ballot.  The validity of a challenged ballot 

need not be determined unless it affects the results of an election.  [§ 696(1)]  

If the challenged ballot affects the result of an election, the challenge certificate and the signed 

affidavit completed by the challenger will be submitted to the Supreme Judicial Court and its validity 

must be determined, except when final determination of the election of a candidate is governed by 

the United States Constitution.  [§ 696(1)] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 696 (2008) 

IV.  Counting Absentee Ballots  

A.  Procedures for Counting Absentee Ballots  

Counting absentee ballots 

When the clerk receives a return envelope apparently containing an absentee ballot, he shall note 

the date and time of delivery on each such return envelope.  On request, he shall give the person 

who delivers the ballot a receipt, stating the exact time of delivery.  [§ 756(1)]  The clerk shall 
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compare the signature of the voter on the application, where required, with that on the 

corresponding return envelope.  He shall examine the affidavit on the return envelope.  If the 

signatures appear to have been made by the same person and if the affidavit is properly completed, 

he shall write òOKó and his initials on the return envelope.  Otherwise, he shall note any 

discrepancy on the return envelope.  [§ 756(2)]   

If the signatures do not appear to have been made by the same person, but this discrepancy is 

apparently the result of the voterõs having properly obtained assistance, the clerk shall note the 

discrepancy on the return envelope, but shall also write òOKó and the clerkõs initials on the return 

envelope.  [§ 756(2-A)]   

On Election Day, the clerk shall deliver or have delivered the absentee ballot return envelopes with 

the applications, when required, attached and a copy of the list of persons who requested or were 

furnished absentee ballots, to the warden of the voting district in which the voter is registered.  

However, in those municipalities where the absentee ballots are processed centrally, the clerk shall 

deliver the return envelopes to the person authorized by the clerk to process absentee ballots at 

the designated central location.  After processing the absentee ballots, the warden or the clerk shall 

attach the copy of the list of absentee voters to the incoming voting list and seal it.  [§ 756(5)]   

Before counting absentee ballots, the clerk or warden must first check to see that the voter did not 

vote in person.  If the voter did vote in person, then the absentee ballot is not counted and the 

warden should follow the rejection procedures for the ballot.  If more than one return envelope is 

received from the same voter who was authorized to receive a second absentee ballot, then the 

clerk or warden shall process and count the ballot from the envelope marked òsecond ballot issuedó 

or bearing the latest date and time and shall reject and keep sealed the first absentee envelope.  If 

more than one return envelope is received from the same voter who was not authorized to receive 

a second State absentee ballot, then the clerk or warden shall process and count the ballot from the 

envelope bearing the earliest date and time.  If only one return envelope is received from a voter 

who was authorized to receive a second state absentee ballot, then the clerk or warden shall 

process and count that ballot for all offices or questions for which the voter was entitled to vote.  

[§ 756(6)] 

The following counting procedure must be observed at each voting place: 

 If the warden finds that the affidavit is properly completed, that the clerk has verified that the 

signature on the envelope matches the signature on the application where applicable, that the 

person is registered and enrolled where necessary, the warden shall then examine the incoming 

voting list to determine whether the voter voted in person at the election.  The warden shall 

then announce the name of each absentee voter who has not voted in person at the election 

and remove each ballot from its envelope without destroying the envelope or unfolding the 

ballot.  After having an election clerk from a political party different from that of the warden 

mark the letters òAVó beside the name of each absentee voter on the incoming voting lists and 

place a check mark or horizontal line in red ink on the list beside the voterõs name, the warden 

shall accept the ballot.  [§ 759(2)] 

 As soon as the absentee ballots are processed, they are counted the same as regular ballots.  

[§ 759(6)]  The absentee ballots must be processed before the close of polls.  [§ 759(7)] 
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 If a candidate or the candidateõs representative notifies the clerk before 5:00 p.m. on the day 

before Election Day that the candidate or the candidateõs representative wishes to inspect 

absentee ballot applications and envelopes before they are processed, the warden or clerk shall 

allow the candidate or representative to inspect the applications and envelopes of ballots before 

they are processed or for thirty minutes after the time specified in the notice for processing on 

Election Day.  The warden may immediately proceed to process the ballots after the candidate 

or representative has completed the review.  [§ 759(8)] 

Where absentee ballots are processed at a central location, the clerk shall have the incoming voting 

list marked to denote absentee voters prior to processing the absentee ballots.  [§ 760-A(3)].  The 

municipal clerk shall use one of the following procedures to mark the incoming voting list for 

absentee ballots received prior to Election Day: 

 On the day immediately preceding Election Day, the municipal clerk shall mark the incoming 

voting list with an òAVó beside the name of each voter who has voted by absentee ballot as of 

that date.  The municipal clerk shall keep the marked list and shall send a copy of the marked list 

to the polls with the incoming voting list; or   

 On Election Day, at or prior to the times the municipal clerk has designated for processing 

absentee ballots, the municipal clerk shall make a separate list, by voting place, of all absentee 

ballots received to date.  The clerk shall deliver each list, in duplicate, to the warden at the 

appropriate voting place.  The warden and an election clerk shall compare the list of absentee 

voters with the incoming voting list and shall mark the incoming voting list with an òAVó beside 

the name of each voter who has voted by absentee ballot.  The warden and the election clerk 

shall then certify on each copy of the absentee voting list that they marked the incoming voting 

list as described in this paragraph. The warden shall then retain one copy of the absentee voter 

list with the incoming voting list and deliver the second copy to the municipal clerk.  The 

municipal clerk shall follow this process on Election Day as often as needed to mark the 

incoming voting lists to account for all absentee ballots.  [§ 760-A(3-A)] 

After the incoming voting list has been marked, the municipal clerk shall then proceed to process 

the absentee ballots.  The ballots must be processed publicly so that all those present may observe 

the proceedings.  [§ 760-A(4)] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §§ 756, 759, 760-A (2008) 

B. Rejecting Absentee Ballots  

Absentee ballots are not counted in the following scenarios: 

The warden shall not open the envelope and shall write òRejectedó on it, the reason why, and his 

initials, if he finds that: 

o The signatures do not appear to have been made by the same person and the discrepancy is 

not the result of the voterõs having obtained assistance; 

o The affidavit is not properly completed;  
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o The person is not registered or enrolled where necessary; 

o The voter has voted in person; or 

o The ballot was received by the clerk after the deadline.  [§ 759(3)] 

The warden shall place the return envelopes containing rejected ballots in an envelope marked 

òRejected ballots.ó  Rejected ballots may not be counted.  [§ 759(5)]   

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 759 (2008) 

V. Recount Procedures  

A.  Circumstances Required for a Recount  

Recount Requested 

A candidate who is the apparent loser and who desires a recount must file with the Secretary of 

State a written request for a recount within five business days after the election.  The recount is 

held under the supervision of the Secretary of State, who shall allow the candidateõs representatives 

or counsel to recount the ballots.  The candidate may not act as a counter of ballots.  

If, after the official tabulation is submitted to the Governor, the apparent winner is determined the 

losing candidate, that candidate may request another recount within three business days after the 

date the Governor receives the tabulation.   

A candidate who requests and receives a recount may withdraw from the recount at any time while 

the recount shows that candidate to be the loser.  If, during the recount, the candidate requesting 

the recount overtakes and passes the candidate who initially appeared to win the election, the 

candidate requesting the recount may not withdraw the request and the recount must be 

completed.  [§ 737-A] 

Recount Deposit 

No deposit is required if the official tabulation between the leading candidate and the requesting 

candidate is 2% or less of the total votes cast for that office.  [§ 737-A(1-A)]  In certain other 

circumstances, depending on the closeness of the vote, a deposit must be made by the candidate 

requesting the recount to the Secretary of State.  If the resulting count fails to change the outcome 

of the election, the deposit is forfeited.  If the recount reverses the election, the deposit must be 

returned to the candidate requesting the recount.  [§ 737-A(1)]      

Recount Procedure 

Once a recount is requested, the Secretary of State shall notify the State Police, who shall take 

physical control of all ballots and related materials involved in the recount as soon as possible.  The 

State Police shall store and maintain exclusive control over the ballots and other materials pending 

and during the recount except when the counting is being conducted by the Secretary of State.  

[§ 737-A]  
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The Secretary of State shall send written notice of a recount to the candidates for the office in 

question, stating the time and place of the recount.  [§ 737-A(3)]  When more than one request is 

presented and the ballot contains the names of local and state candidates or questions, the Secretary 

of State shall determine which requests for recounts must be honored first.  [§ 737-A(2)]  

The recount must be held as soon as reasonably possible at a time and place that affords the 

designated recount candidates a reasonable opportunity to be present. For purposes of this section, 

òthe designated recount candidatesó means the leading candidate and each candidate who has 

requested a recount and paid the applicable fee deposit.  [§ 737-A(4)] 

The recount involves a new count of the results for the designated recount candidates only; 

however, candidates for the office whose vote totals fall between the totals of the leading candidate 

and the requesting candidate must be provided with an opportunity to be included in the recount, 

which requires that such candidates make a recount request and pay the required deposit, if any.  

[§ 737-A(4)]   

At the recount, the Secretary of State shall segregate disputed ballots.  The Secretary of State will 

keep a copy of all disputed ballots that are not resolved.  [§737-A(7)]  Following the recount, if it is 

found that a mistake was made in counting the ballots on Election Day, the Secretary of State shall 

submit a corrected tabulation to the Governor.  [§ 737-A(8)]   

For all elections, except for the U.S. Senate and the House of Representatives, if there are enough 

challenged or disputed ballots to affect the result of an election, the Secretary of State shall forward 

the ballots and related records for that election to the clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court.  The 

Supreme Judicial Court shall determine the result of the election pursuant to procedures adopted 

by court rule.  The decision of the Supreme Judicial Court is final and must be certified to the 

Governor by the Chief Justice.  [§ 737-A(10)]   

Rules and procedures established by the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives will govern for 

recount appeals for elections to the Senate and House of Representatives.  [§ 737-A(10)]   

Confidential state employees, employees of the Legislature, candidates and elected state officials may 

not participate in ballot recounts in any capacity.  [§ 737-A(5)] 

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 737-A (2008) 
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APPENDIX   

All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text 

included in this publication reflects changes made through the First Regular Session of the 123rd 

Legislature, and is current through December 31, 2007, but is subject to change without notice. It is 

a version that has not been officially 

certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements 

for certified text. 

SECTION I ð STATE AND LOCAL ELEC TION OFFICIALS  

MUNICIPALITIES : 

Registrar : 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 101 (2008) provides: 

1. QUALIFICATIONS.  The registrar must be a citizen of the United States, a resident of the 

State and at least 18 years of age.  The registrar may not hold or be a candidate for any state, 

local or county office, or be an officer of a municipal, county or state party committee.  The 

registrar may not be an employee of a party or candidate. 

2. APPOINTMENT.  The municipal officers of each municipality shall appoint in writing a 

qualified registrar of voters by January 1st of each odd-numbered year.  The registrar shall 

serve for 2 years and until a successor is appointed and sworn.  The municipal clerk may be 

appointed to serve as registrar, but the term of the clerk has no effect on the term of the 

registrar.  If the clerk is not appointed to serve as registrar, the clerk must be appointed by the 

registrar to serve as a deputy registrar and has the same authority as the registrar to make 

determinations of voter eligibility and to perform the duties of voter registration as provided in 

this Title. 

3. OATH REQUIRED.  Before assuming the duties of office, the registrar must be sworn and 

the oath recorded as provided in Title 30-A, section 2526, subsection 9. 

4. SECRETARY OF STATE NOTIFIED.  The clerk shall notify the Secretary of State of the 

name of the registrar within 10 days after the registrar is appointed and sworn by revising the 

election officialõs information listing within the central voter registration system. 

5. COMPENSATION.  The municipal officers shall determine the compensation of the 

registrar. 

6. OFFICE HOURS.  The municipal officers shall establish reasonable office hours for the 

registrar consistent with the requirements of the municipality. 

7. OFFICE SPACE, EXPENSES AND CLERICAL HELP.  Each municipality shall provide a 

suitable place in which the registrar may perform his duties, and shall pay reasonable expenses 

for necessary office supplies purchased and clerical help engaged by the registrar. 

https://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=4907e043e61a53044c7ff571fedc1f34&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5b21-A%20M.R.S.%20%a7%20101%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=2&_butInline=1&_butinfo=30-A%20MECODE%202526&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVzb-zSkAB&_md5=47aed73be639d32bb4b396529df346c1
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8. VACANCY.  When there is a vacancy in the office of registrar, the municipal officers shall 

appoint a qualified person to fill the vacancy for the remainder of the term of office.  If the 

municipal officers fail to appoint a registrar to fill the vacancy within 15 days after the municipal 

officers receive notification of the vacancy, the municipal clerk shall appoint a qualified person 

to fill the vacancy for the remainder of the term of office. 

9. TRAINING.  The registrar must attend a training session that is approved by the Secretary of 

State at least once every 2 years in regard to the conduct of voter registration. 

10. INELIGIBLE TO SERVE.  When a member of the registrarõs immediate family becomes a 

candidate for state, local or county office in the electoral division in which the registrar is 

appointed, the registrar may not serve as registrar during the period beginning when the 

candidate files a petition to be a candidate or is nominated to be a replacement candidate until 

the time of election.  The registrar shall instead appoint a deputy to whom the municipality shall 

pay all associated costs for the duration of the deputyõs temporary employment in that capacity. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 161 (2008) provides:  

2-A. MAINTENANCE OF VOTER REGISTRATION INFORMATION.  The registrar in each 

municipality shall keep the central voter registration system current at all times for the voters 

in the registrarõs municipality.  The Secretary of State shall by rule determine the program for 

voter list maintenance required by the National Voter Registration Act of 1993.  A registrar 

may not cancel a voterõs registration in the central voter registration system solely because the 

registered voter did not vote in previous elections. 

4. PROOF OF QUALIFICATION IS REQUESTED.  If the registrar is in doubt as to the 

qualifications of a person to vote, the registrar shall fix a reasonable time and place for a 

hearing and give written notice of the hearing to the voter at the last known address provided 

by the voter at least 20 days in advance.  The voter must have the opportunity to testify and to 

present witnesses and other evidence at the hearing.  The voter may respond in person or in 

writing with proof of qualifications prior to the date of the hearing.  After the hearing, the 

registrar shall determine whether the voter has met the voting qualifications and shall act 

accordingly.  If the voter offers satisfactory proof of qualifications to the registrar, either prior 

to or at the hearing, the registrar may not cancel the voterõs registration in the central voter 

registration system.  If the voter fails to offer satisfactory proof of qualifications to the registrar, 

either prior to or at the hearing, the registrar may cancel the voterõs registration in the central 

voter registration system.  If the voter fails to appear at the hearing and the registrar has proof 

that the voter does not meet the qualifications, the registrar may cancel the voterõs registration 

in the central voter registration system.  The registrar shall notify the voter, in writing, of the 

action taken and advise the voter of the appropriate appeal authority as specified in this Title.  If 

the registrar decides to cancel the voterõs registration in the central voter registration system 

after the hearing and a municipal or state election occurs before the cancelled voter has 

exhausted all appeals, then the voter remains in the central voter registration system for the 

election and may cast a challenged ballot. 

5. RECORD OF NAMES ADDED AND CANCELLED.  The registrar shall keep a record of the 

names added to or the registrations cancelled in the central voter registration system and the 

date when the action was taken. 
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Municipal Clerk : 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 505 (2008) provides: 

The clerk of the municipality is the supervisor of all elections and is entitled to a reasonable 

compensation as determined by the municipal officers and has the following duties: 

1. ABSENTEE VOTING.  Administer the absentee voting procedures; 

2. INSTRUCTION.  Instruct election officials on election laws and procedures prior to election 

day; 

3. ELECTION OFFICIALS.  Coordinate and schedule election officials to work at the polls on 

election day; 

4. POLL WATCHERS AND OTHERS.  Make arrangements in advance of election day for poll 

watchers, petition circulators and others who request to be present at the polls; 

5. ELECTION MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT.  Prepare and deliver to and from the polls all 

election equipment and materials, including the ballots; 

6. ADVISE WARDEN.  Advise the warden on election laws and procedures on election day; 

7. REPORT TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE.  Report the return of votes cast and other voter 

registration or election information to the Secretary of State upon request or as otherwise 

required by this Title.  The clerk shall notify the Secretary of State of the name of the clerk and 

any deputy or assistant clerks within 10 days after the official is elected or appointed and sworn 

by revising the election officialõs information listing within the central voter registration system; 

7-A. TRAINING.  Attend a training session that is approved by the Secretary of State at least 

once every 2 years in regard to the conduct of elections.  The Secretary of State shall offer 

training sessions regionally at least once every 2 years at no fee.  The Secretary of State shall 

encourage municipalities to provide training biennially to all election officials; and 

8. OTHER DUTIES.  Perform any other duties required for conducting an election. 

Ward en: 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 501 (2008) provides: 

1. IN A CITY.  In a city, the selection, term of office, compensation and partial duties of 

wardens and ward clerks are determined by the city charter.  Additional duties are prescribed 

by this Title. 

2. IN A TOWN.  In a town, with the approval of the municipal officers, the clerk of the 

municipality shall appoint a warden and may appoint one or more deputy wardens to assist in 

the duties on election day.  If the clerk appoints another person as warden, the clerk may serve 

as deputy warden.  It does not constitute an incompatibility of office for the clerk to serve as 
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warden or deputy warden.  The warden and deputy warden are entitled to a reasonable 

compensation as determined by the municipal officers. 

3. PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO BOTH TOWNS AND CITIES.  A warden, ward clerk or any 

deputy warden may not be an officer of a municipal committee of a political party.  Ward clerks 

or deputy wardens shall perform the duties of the warden when necessary and may not replace 

election clerks prescribed by this Title.  The warden, ward clerk and deputy wardens must be 

registered voters of the municipality, except when a nonresident clerk is acting as either 

warden, ward clerk or deputy warden.  Before assuming the duties of office, the warden is 

sworn by the municipal clerk, and the ward clerk or deputy warden is sworn by the municipal 

clerk or by the warden.   

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 631(2)-(3) (2008)  provides: 

2. DIVISION TERMINATES OFFICE.  The division of a town or ward terminates the office of 

election officials previously elected or appointed from it. 

3. APPOINTMENT OF WARDENS AND WARD CLERKS.  At least 10 days before the 

election, the municipal officers shall appoint a warden, a ward clerk in a city and at least 2 

election clerks for each voting place created by the division.  Election clerks must be nominated 

as provided in section 503. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 662 (2008) provides: 

A warden has the following powers and duties. 

1. ENFORCEMENT OF ELECTION LAW.  He shall enforce the law governing voting and 

counting procedures at the voting place over which he has jurisdiction on election day. 

2. ORDER AT VOTING PLACE.  He shall keep order at all times in and around the voting 

place.  He shall direct that any person who creates a disturbance or otherwise violates the law 

at the voting place be removed from it and, if necessary, confined until the polls are closed. 

A. On request of the warden, a peace officer shall remove, confine or arrest a person who 

creates a disturbance or otherwise violates the law at a voting place. 

3. CONTROL OF ELECTION CLERK.  The election clerks at the voting place are under the 

supervision and control of the warden.  He may assign their duties for convenience and 

efficiency and may delegate his ministerial duties to them. 

4. COLLECTION OF SIGNATURES.  The warden may select and designate a specific location 

at the voting place, accessible and observable by the voters, where the collection of signatures 

may take place.  Persons collecting signatures at the polls may make arrangements with the 

clerk prior to election day and with the warden on election day.  The warden may limit the 

number of persons collecting signatures to one for each specific question, candidate or issue.  

Persons collecting signatures may not solicit a voterõs signature until the voter has completed 

voting.  The warden may direct the removal, under subsection 2, paragraph A, of any person 

collecting signatures who does not comply with the requirements of this subsection.   
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ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 502 (2008) provides: 

In the event of a vacancy in the office of warden or in the absence or incapacity of the warden, 

the ward clerk may perform the duties of the warden.  A vacancy in the office of ward clerk 

may be filled by an election clerk appointed by the warden.  When a ward clerk is elected in a 

partisan election, an election clerk appointed by the warden must be enrolled in the same 

political party as the ward clerk and shall serve as ward clerk pro tem. 

Additional Rules for Unorganized Townships : 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 632(1)(A) -(B) (2008)  provides: 

1. VOTING PLACES IN UNORGANIZED TOWNSHIPS.  The procedure for establishing a 

voting place in unorganized townships is as follows. 

A. The commissioners of each county may provide or 

contract with a municipality to provide a voting place in any 

unorganized township in their county, for all state and 

national elections, including primary elections, where all 

residents of unorganized places entitled to vote in 

municipalities near the township, under section 156, may 

cast their ballots under conditions provided in this section. 

B. The registrar of the contracting municipality shall 

designate the voters as township voters, pursuant to 

section 156, in the central voter registration system and 

shall include their names on the incoming voting list for the 

contracting municipality. 

PRECINCT ELECTION OF FICIALS, A/K/A POLL WORKERS  

Election Clerks : 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 503 (2008) provides: 

Election clerks are governed by the following provisions. 

1. QUALIFICATIONS; APPOINTMENT; COMPENSATION.  Election clerks must be at least 

18 years of age, registered to vote and residents of the municipality, except that, if the 

municipal officers, after providing timely notice to state and local chairs of political parties of 

the lack of available election clerks, are unable to appoint a sufficient number of election clerks 

who are residents of the municipality, the municipal clerk may appoint election clerks who are 

not residents of the municipality but who are residents of the county and are otherwise 

qualified to fill the vacancies. The municipal officers of each municipality shall appoint election 

clerks no later than  

May 1st of each general election year to serve at each voting place during the time the polls are 

open and as counters after the polls close.  A list of the election clerks appointed under this 

subsection must be posted at each voting place.  Election clerks are entitled to a reasonable 

compensation as determined by the municipal officers. 



 

    

September 24, 2008 

 

 

53 

2. REPRESENTATION OF PARTIES.  The municipal officers shall consider the following for 

appointment as election clerks. 

A. The municipal officers shall consider persons nominated 

by the municipal, county or state committees of the major 

parties to serve as election clerks.  The municipal officers 

shall appoint at least one election clerk from each of the 

major parties to serve at each voting place during the time 

the polls are open.  The municipal officers shall also appoint 

a sufficient number of election clerks to serve as counters 

after the polls close.  The election clerks must be selected 

so that the number of election clerks from one major party 

does not exceed the number of election clerks from 

another major party by more than one. 

B. The municipal officers shall appoint at least one election 

clerk nominated by the municipal committee of a qualified 

minor party represented on the last general election ballot 

for each voting place at the committeeõs request. 

C. Notwithstanding subsection 1, the municipal officers may 

also consider persons who are 17 years of age to serve as 

student election clerks for a specific election.  A student 

election clerk may perform all the functions of an election 

clerk as prescribed by this Title. 

All nominations for election clerks must be submitted to the municipal officers no later than  

April 1st of each general election year.  If a municipal committee of a major party fails to submit 

a list of nominees to serve as election clerks, the municipal officers may appoint registered 

voters enrolled in that party to serve as election clerks. 

If the municipal officers are unable to appoint a sufficient number of election clerks as set forth 

in paragraphs A, B and C, they may appoint any other registered voter, as long as the balance 

between major political parties is maintained.  The municipal clerk shall complete a form 

provided by the Secretary of State when a registered voter changes party enrollment status in 

order to be available to serve as an election clerk and to maintain a balance between the major 

political parties and that election clerk participates in the counting of ballots.  The form must be 

included with all ballots separated into lots in accordance with section 695, subsection 2 when 

an election clerk who has changed party enrollment status as described in this subsection made 

the count for that lot of ballots and with tabulation results submitted to the Secretary of State.  

By January 15th after a general election, the Secretary of State shall report to the joint standing 

committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over legal affairs the number of forms required 

by this subsection that were submitted with tabulation results and whether any election that 

resulted in a recount included ballots that were counted by an election clerk who changed 

party enrollment status as described in this subsection. 

3. NUMBER APPOINTED TO SERVE EACH VOTING PLACE.  The municipal officers shall 

appoint at least 2 election clerks as provided by subsection 2, paragraph A to serve at each 
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voting place during the time the polls are open.  If required to do so by subsection 2, paragraph 

B, they shall also appoint one election clerk to serve at each voting place during the time the 

polls are open.  Additional election clerks may be appointed as needed.  In the event of a 

vacancy in the election clerks appointed under this subsection, the municipal officers shall 

appoint alternate election clerks who may be called into service. 

4. NUMBER APPOINTED TO SERVE AS COUNTERS.  The municipal officers shall appoint 

election clerks in the same manner as in subsection 3 to serve as counters after the polls close. 

5. VACANCIES.  If a sufficient number of election clerks is not available to serve on election 

day, the municipal clerk or the warden may appoint the necessary number of election clerks to 

fill the vacancies.  When filling a vacancy, the municipal clerk or the warden shall first draw 

from the list of alternates appointed under subsection 3 and make every attempt to appoint a 

person with the same enrollment status as the person who vacated the position. 

6. OATH OF OFFICE.  Before assuming the duties of office, election clerks are sworn by the 

municipal clerk or the warden and the oath is recorded. 

7. TERM OF OFFICE.  An election clerk holds office for 2 years from the date of appointment 

and until a successor is appointed and qualified, except that an election clerk who is appointed 

to represent a qualified minor party represented on the last general election ballot holds office 

only for 2 years from the date of appointment. 

8. DUTIES.  Election clerks shall attend the voting places for which they are appointed at each 

election during the time the polls are open or during the counting of the ballots after the polls 

close, as required by the terms of their appointment.  They are under the direction of the 

warden and shall assist the warden as requested. 

9. APPLICATION OF CITY CHARTER.  This section does not affect a city charter that 

provides for the election of 2 persons to assist the warden in receiving, sorting and counting 

ballots.  The persons elected under the authority of the charter are considered to be election 

clerks and each must represent a different major party. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 631(3)-(4) (2008)  provides: 

3. APPOINTMENT OF WARDENS AND WARD CLERKS.  At least 10 days before the 

election, the municipal officers shall appoint a warden, a ward clerk in a city and at least 2 

election clerks for each voting place created by the division.  Election clerks must be nominated 

as provided in section 503. 

4. OFFICIALS SWORN.  Before assuming the duties of office, the officials appointed under this 

section must be sworn by the clerk who shall record the fact of their having been sworn. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 504 (2008) provides: 

The following may not serve as election officials: 

1. CERTAIN EMPLOYEES.  An employee of a party or candidate; 
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2. DIRECT PECUNIARY INTEREST.  A person having a direct pecuniary interest in the result 

of a referendum question; or 

3. CANDIDATE AND CERTAIN RELATIVES.  A candidate or member of his immediate family, 

in the electoral division from which the candidate seeks election. 

A. This subsection does not apply to a candidate for warden 

or ward clerk or the immediate family of the candidate for 

warden or ward clerk. 

B. This subsection does not apply to municipalities with a 

population of less than 500.   

TRAINING ELECTION OF FICIALS  

 ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 505(7-A) (2008)  provides: 

7-A. TRAINING.  [Municipal Clerk must] Attend a training session that is approved by the 

Secretary of State at least once every 2 years in regard to the conduct of elections.  The 

Secretary of State shall offer training sessions regionally at least once every 2 years at no fee.  

The Secretary of State shall encourage municipalities to provide training biennially to all election 

officials. 

SECTION II  ð AUTHORITIES REGARDIN G VOTER 

REGISTRATION  

REGISTRATION ELIGIBI LITY  

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 111 (2008) provides: 

A person who meets the following requirements may vote in any election in a municipality, 

including a biennial municipal caucus held pursuant to section 311. 

1. CITIZENSHIP.  The person must be a citizen of the United States. 

2. AGE.  The person must be at least 18 years of age, except that, to vote in a political partyõs 

primary election or municipal caucus, the person must be at least 18 years of age as of the date 

of the next general election. 

3. RESIDENCE.  The person must have established and maintain a voting residence in that 

municipality. 

4. REGISTRATION.  The person must be registered to vote in that municipality. 

5. ENROLLMENT.  The person must be enrolled in a party in that municipality to vote at that 

partyõs caucus, convention or primary election, unless otherwise permitted by the party 

pursuant to section 340. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 112(14) (2008)  provides: 
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14. PERSONS INCARCERATED IN CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES.  The residence of a person 

incarcerated in a correctional facility, as defined in Title 34-A, section 1001, or in a county jail 

does not include the municipality where a person is incarcerated unless the person had resided 

in that municipality prior to incarceration. 

A person incarcerated in a correctional facility may apply to register to vote in any municipality 

where that person has previously established a fixed and principal home to which the person 

intends to return. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 112(14) (2008)  provides: 

Advance registration and enrollment 

The registrar shall conditionally accept the registration and enrollment of any person who is 17 

years of age and will attain 18 years of age by the next election, and who is otherwise qualified 

to be a voter. 

A person who has registered under this section and who has not attained 18 years of age may 

vote by absentee ballot at any election if that person attains 18 years of age on or before the 

date of the election and is otherwise eligible to vote by absentee ballot. 

RESIDENCY : 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 155 (2008)  provides: 

Voting residence is governed by the following provisions. 

1. RESIDENCE.  The residence of a person is that place where the person has established a 

fixed and principal home to which the person, whenever temporarily absent, intends to return. 

A. The following factors may be offered by an applicant and considered by a registrar in 

determining a personõs residence under this section: 

1) A direct statement of intention by the person pursuant 

to section 121, subsection 1; 

2) The location of any dwelling currently occupied by the 

person; 

[3) to 5) Deleted.  Laws 1993, c. 695, § 2.] 

6) The place where any motor vehicle owned by the person 

is 

registered; 

[7) Deleted.  Laws 1993, c. 695, § 2.] 

8) The residence address, not a post office box, shown on a 

current income tax return; 
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9) The residence address, not a post office box, at which 

the 

personõs mail is received; 

10) The residence address, not a post office box, shown on 

any 

current resident hunting or fishing licenses held by the 

person; 

[11) Deleted.  Laws 1993, c. 695, § 2.] 

12) The residence address, not a post office box, shown on 

any 

motor vehicle operatorõs license held by the person; 

[13) Deleted.  Laws 1993, c. 695, § 2.] 

14) The receipt of any public benefit conditioned upon 

residency, 

defined substantially as provided in this subsection; or 

[15) Deleted.  Laws 1993, c. 695, § 2.] 

16) Any other objective facts tending to indicate a personõs 

place of residence. 

2. CHANGE.  A change of residence is made only by the act of removal, joined with the intent 

to remain in another place.  A person can have only one residence at any given time. 

3. RESIDENCE RETAINED.  A person does not lose the personõs residence if the person 

temporarily leaves home and goes to another country, state or place in this State with the 

intent of returning. 

4. SEPARATE RESIDENCE.  The place where a personõs family resides is presumed to be the 

personõs place of residence, but a person may acquire a separate residence if the person takes 

another abode with the intention of remaining there.  This subsection does not apply to 

uniformed service voters, students and others covered by subsection 7. 

5. SPOUSE MAY HAVE SEPARATE RESIDENCE.  A married person may be considered to have 

a residence separate from that of the personõs spouse for the purposes of voting or holding 

office.  For those purposes, residence is determined as if the person were single. 

6. VOTING IN ANOTHER STATE.  A person loses the personõs voting residence in this State 

if the person registers to vote in another state or votes in another stateõs election, either in 

person or by absentee ballot.  That person is not eligible to register or vote in this State until 

the person again qualifies under section 111. 
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7. UNIFORMED SERVICE VOTERS, STUDENTS, INSTITUTIONAL PATIENTS, INDIANS.  A 

person does not gain or lose a residence solely because of the personõs presence or absence 

while employed in the uniformed service or the merchant marine of the United States, while a 

student in any institution of learning, while kept in any institution at public expense or while 

residing upon any Indian or military reservations.  This subsection may not be construed to 

prevent a student at any institution of learning from qualifying as a voter in the municipality 

where the student resides while attending that institution. 

8. VOTING RESIDENCE RETAINED.  A person who has gained a voting residence in a 

municipality retains it, if the person so desires, when the person becomes a patient at a federal 

institution or an employee of a federal agency where the person is required to reside on land 

ceded to the Federal Government by the State.  This subsection applies to a member of the 

uniformed service, merchant marine or the National Guard who is required to be in a place 

other than that in which the person has gained a voting residence. 

9. FEDERAL PROPERTY.  A person residing on federal property, except as stated in subsection 

5, is eligible to register and vote in the voting district in which the federal property is located. 

10. BECOMING 18 ON FEDERAL PROPERTY.  A person who becomes 18 years of age while 

residing on federal property as a patient at a federal institution or an employee of a federal 

agency, or while in the uniformed service, is considered to have gained a voting residence in the 

municipality in which the person resided at the time the person became such a patient, 

employee or member of the uniformed service. 

11. SPOUSE OF MEMBER OF UNIFORMED SERVICE OR MERCHANT MARINE.  A person 

may have the same voting residence as that personõs spouse who is a member of the uniformed 

service or merchant marine.  A member of the uniformed service or merchant marine on 

active duty, whose spouse has a place of residence in this State, may establish a residence in the 

place of residence of the spouse by filing an affidavit with the registrar declaring an intention to 

reside in that place upon severance from the uniformed service or merchant marine. 

14. PERSONS INCARCERATED IN CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES.  The residence of a person 

incarcerated in a correctional facility, as defined in Title 34-A, section 1001, or in a county jail 

does not include the municipality where a person is incarcerated unless the person had resided 

in that municipality prior to incarceration. 

A person incarcerated in a correctional facility may apply to register to vote in any municipality 

where that person has previously established a fixed and principal home to which the person 

intends to return. 

15. NONTRADITIONAL RESIDENCE.  A person may have a nontraditional residence, 

including, but not limited to a shelter, park or underpass.  A personõs residency is not subject 

to challenge on the sole basis that the person has a nontraditional residence. 

Under Me. Rev. Stat. Ann. tit. 21-A, § 112, residence for a person in a municipality for voting 

purposes is that place where the person has established a fixed and principal home to which 

the person intends to return, even after a temporary absence.  Rackliffe v. Northport Village 

Corp., 1998 ME 114, 711 A.2d 1282, 1998 Me. LEXIS 134 (1998). 
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Where a candidate lived in a cabin in a ward other than the one from which he was elected, 

and he made no showing whatever that he had made the act of removal from that ward, 

required by Me. Rev. Stat. Ann. tit. 21-A, § 112(2), for a change of voting residence to the ward 

he was to represent, the candidate failed to meet the requirement that he be a qualified voter, 

and he could not serve as a city councilor for the ward from which he was elected.  Poirier v. 

Saco, 529 A.2d 329, 1987 Me. LEXIS 761 (Me. 1987). 

For voting purposes, Me. Rev. Stat. Ann. tit. 21-A, § 112(2) equates residence to domicile.  

Poirier v. Saco, 529 A.2d 329, 1987 Me. LEXIS 761 (Me. 1987).  

Provision of Maine Constitution, Article II, Section 1 denying the right to vote to persons under 

guardianship for reasons of mental illness overturned.  Doe v. Rowe, 156 F. Supp. 2d 35 (D. Me. 

2001).  

STUDENT ELIGIBILITY : 

Maine Constitution, Article II, Section 1  provides: 

Qualifications of electors; written ballot; military servicemen; students .  Every citizen 

of the United States of the age of 18 years and upwards, excepting persons under guardianship 

for reasons of mental illness, having his or her residence established in this State, shall be an 

elector for Governor, Senators and Representatives, in the city, town or plantation where his 

or her residence has been established, if he or she continues to reside in this State; and the 

elections shall be by written ballot.  But persons in the military, naval or marine service of the 

United States, or this State, shall not be considered as having obtained such established 

residence by being stationed in any garrison, barrack or military place, in any city, town or 

plantation; nor shall the residence of a student at any seminary of learning entitle the student to 

the right of suffrage in the city, town or plantation where such seminary is established.  No 

person, however, shall be deemed to have lost residence by reason of the personõs absence 

from the state in the military service of the United States, or of this State. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 112(7) (2008) provides: 

UNIFORMED SERVICE VOTERS, STUDENTS, INSTITUTIONAL PATIENTS, INDIANS.  A 

person does not gain or lose a residence solely because of the personõs presence or absence 

while employed in the uniformed service or the merchant marine of the United States, while a 

student in any institution of learning, while kept in any institution at public expense or while 

residing upon any Indian or military reservations.  This subsection may not be construed to 

prevent a student at any institution of learning from qualifying as a voter in the municipality 

where the student resides while attending that institution. 

UNIFORMED SERVICES AND OVERSEA S CITIZENS : 

Maine Constitution, Article II, Section 1  provides: 

Qualifications of electors; written ballot; military servicemen; students .  Every citizen 

of the United States of the age of 18 years and upwards, excepting persons under guardianship 

for reasons of mental illness, having his or her residence established in this State, shall be an 

elector for Governor, Senators and Representatives, in the city, town or plantation where his 
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or her residence has been established, if he or she continues to reside in this State; and the 

elections shall be by written ballot.  But persons in the military, naval or marine service of the 

United States, or this State, shall not be considered as having obtained such established 

residence by being stationed in any garrison, barrack or military place, in any city, town or 

plantation; nor shall the residence of a student at any seminary of learning entitle the student to 

the right of suffrage in the city, town or plantation where such seminary is established.  No 

person, however, shall be deemed to have lost residence by reason of the personõs absence 

from the state in the military service of the United States, or of this State. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 112(7) (2008)  provides: 

UNIFORMED SERVICE VOTERS, STUDENTS, INSTITUTIONAL PATIENTS, INDIANS.  A 

person does not gain or lose a residence solely because of the personõs presence or absence 

while employed in the uniformed service or the merchant marine of the United States, while a 

student in any institution of learning, while kept in any institution at public expense or while 

residing upon any Indian or military reservations.  This subsection may not be construed to 

prevent a student at any institution of learning from qualifying as a voter in the municipality 

where the student resides while attending that institution. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 112(11) (2008)  provides: 

SPOUSE OF MEMBER OF UNIFORMED SERVICE OR MERCHANT MARINE.  A person may 

have the same voting residence as that personõs spouse who is a member of the uniformed 

service or merchant marine.  A member of the uniformed service or merchant marine on 

active duty, whose spouse has a place of residence in this State, may establish a residence in the 

place of residence of the spouse by filing an affidavit with the registrar declaring an intention to 

reside in that place upon severance from the uniformed service or merchant marine. 

INCARCERATED PERSONS: 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 112(14) (2008)  provides: 

14. PERSONS INCARCERATED IN CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES.  The residence of a person 

incarcerated in a correctional facility, as defined in Title 34-A, section 1001, or in a county jail 

does not include the municipality where a person is incarcerated unless the person had resided 

in that municipality prior to incarceration. 

A person incarcerated in a correctional facility may apply to register to vote in any municipality 

where that person has previously established a fixed and principal home to which the person 

intends to return. 

OTHERS : 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 154 (2008) provides: 

APPLICATION.  A person qualified to register under section 111, subsections 1 and 2 and who 

resides outside the United States and does not maintain a fixed and principal home or other 

address in the State may register at the last residence address immediately before leaving the 

United States and enroll by filing a federal postcard application or an application designed by the 

Secretary of State. 
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ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 112(15) (2008)  provides: 

NONTRADITIONAL RESIDENCE.  A person may have a nontraditional residence, including, 

but not limited to a shelter, park or underpass.  A personõs residency is not subject to challenge 

on the sole basis that the person has a nontraditional residence. 

REQUESTING REGISTRAT ION APPLICATIONS : 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 122 (2008)  provides: 

A person may register as a voter by appearing before the registrar, proving that the person 

meets the qualifications of section 111, subsections 1 to 3, and filing an application provided by 

the registrar containing the information required by section 152 or 154, if applicable.  Township 

residents may register as provided in section 156. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 181 (2008) provides: 

1. DESIGNATED VOTER REGISTRATION AGENCIES.  The designated voter registration 

agencies pursuant to NVRA include, but are not limited to: 

A. Inside agencies that include the Department of the 

Secretary of State, Bureau of Corporations, Elections and 

Commissions and Bureau of Motor Vehicles; and 

B. Outside agencies that include the following: 

1) The Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of 

Family Independence, Bureau of Health and Bureau of 

Rehabilitation; 

2) The uniformed service recruitment offices; 

3) The public high schools; and 

4) The offices of municipal clerks and registrars. 

2. VOTER REGISTRATION.  The agencies designated in subsection 1 shall provide voter 

registration by January 1, 1995.  

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 152 (2008)  provides: 

1. APPLICATION. In addition to the procedure provided by section 122, a person may register to 

vote or enroll in a political party, or both, by completing an application that is designed by the 

Secretary of State. The application must include, but is not limited to: 

A. First name, middle name or initial and last name, first name or initial, middle name and 

last name or first name and last name; 

B. Residence address, including street, street number, apartment number, town and zip 

code; 
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C. Mailing address; 

D. Date of birth; 

E. Repealed. Laws 1993, c. 695, § 10. 

F. Most recent prior residence where registered to vote, including the name under which 

registered, if changed, legal address and mailing address; 

G. Repealed. Laws 1993, c. 695, § 11. 

H. Notification that failure to complete the entire application may prevent registration; 

I. Deleted. Laws 2003, c. 407, § 8, eff. June 3, 2003. 

J. Date of application; 

K. Signature of applicant; 

 

L. Choice of political party if the applicant desires to enroll in a political party or an 

indication that the applicant chose not to enroll in a party; 

M. A place for the person's current, valid Maine driver's license number, if applicable; or, if 

the applicant has no driver's license number, the last 4 digits of the person's social security 

number, if applicable; or, if the applicant has neither number, a place to put ònoneó or ònot 

applicableó; and 

N. A place for the applicant to respond to the questions concerning the voter's 

qualifications as required by the federal Help America Vote Act of 2002, Public Law 107-

252. 

2. ENTRY INTO CENTRAL VOTER REGISTRATION SYSTEM.  Upon receipt of the application by 

the registrar of voters, the applicant's name and other information from the voter registration 

application must be entered into the central voter registration system as expeditiously as possible. 

The registrar shall provide the voter with a notice of disposition as required by section 122. 

3. FAILURE TO QUALIFY.  The registrar of voters may investigate any application under this 

section and reject the voter's application for failure to meet a voting qualification under this Title, 

after written notice to the voter to the last known address provided by the voter. 

4. PERSONS BORN UNITED STATES CITIZENS IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES.   Any person born a 

United States citizen in a foreign country may register under this section in the same manner as a 

person who was born a United States citizen within the territory of the United States. 
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5. DESIGN OF APPLICATION.  The Secretary of State shall design the application. The Secretary 

of State may design an application that can be completed electronically and that substantially meets 

the requirements of this section. 
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ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 154 (2008) provides: 

Registration and enrollment for citizens outside the United States 

1. APPLICATION.  A person qualified to register under section 111, subsections 1 and 2 and 

who resides outside the United States and does not maintain a fixed and principal home or 

other address in the State may register at the last residence address immediately before leaving 

the United States and enroll by filing a federal postcard application or an application designed by 

the Secretary of State.  The state application must include, but is not limited to: 

A. First name, middle name or initial and last name, first 

name or initial, middle name and last name or first name 

and last name; 

B. Last residence address immediately before departing 

from the United States, including street, street number, 

apartment number, town and zip code; 

 C. Mailing address; 

 D. Date of birth; 

 [E, F. Deleted.  Laws 1995, c. 459, § 17.] 

 [G. Repealed.  Laws 1993, c. 695, § 13.] 

 H. Notification that failure to complete the entire 

application may prevent registration; 

[I. Deleted.  Laws 1997, c. 436, § 36.] 

 J. Signature of applicant; 

 [K. Deleted.  Laws 2003, c. 407, § 10, eff. June 3, 2003.] 

 L. Date of application; 

[M. Deleted.  Laws 1997, c. 436, § 36.] 

 N. Choice of political party if the registrant wishes to 

enroll in a political party or an indication that the applicant 

chose not to enroll in a party; 

 O. A place for the personõs current, valid Maine driverõs 

license number, if applicable; or, if the applicant has no 

driverõs license number, the last 4 digits of the personõs 

social security number, if applicable; or, if the applicant has 
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neither number, a place to put ònoneó or ònot applicableó; 

and 

 P. A place for the applicant to respond to the questions 

concerning the voterõs qualifications as required by the 

federal Help America Vote Act of 2002, Public Law 107-

252.   

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 156 (2008)  provides: 

In addition to section 632, registration, enrollment and voting by the resident of a township are 

governed by the following provisions. 

1. REGISTRATION AND ENROLLMENT.  A township resident who lives in a township for which 

the county commissioners have not established a voting place as provided in section 632 may 

register and enroll in any municipality within the applicant's representative district or, if the 

applicant lives in a portion of a township not easily accessible to a municipality within the 

representative district, the township resident may register and enroll in a more convenient 

municipality within or outside the county. The township resident may register and enroll on 

election day. The registrar shall designate the applicant as a township voter with the letter òTó in 

the central voter registration system and on the incoming voting list. 

2. VOTING.  The township voter may vote in the town in which the voter is registered in any 

election for offices of or questions concerning the unorganized territory in which the voter resides. 

The voter may not vote at a municipal election or on a liquor option question. If the voter registers 

in a town outside the voter's representative district, state senatorial district, county commissioner 

district or county, the voter may vote for the offices of Representative to the Legislature, State 

Senator or any county office by using a ballot provided under section 606-A. 

SUBMITTING REGISTRATION FORMS:  

For information about information required when registering to vote in Maine, please see the 

Maine Bureau of Corporations, Elections and Commissions Website: 

http://www.state.me.us/sos/cec/elec/  

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 671(1) (2008)  provides: 

1. NAME ANNOUNCED.  A voter who wishes to vote must state the voterõs name and, upon 

request, residence address to an election clerk who shall announce the name in a loud, clear 

voice. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 22(3) (2008)  provides: 

3. CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION.  Notwithstanding subsection 1 and Title 1, section 408, if 

a registered voter meets certain conditions, the voter's information must be kept confidential 

as provided in this subsection. 

 

http://www.state.me.us/sos/cec/elec/
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A. For a voter who is certified by the Secretary of State as a program participant in the 

Address Confidentiality Program pursuant to Title 5, section 90-B, all records maintained 

by the registrar pertaining to that voter must be kept confidential and must be excluded 

from public inspection. 

B. For a voter who submits to the registrar a signed statement that the voter has a good 

reason to believe that the physical safety of the voter or a member of the voter's 

immediate family residing with the voter would be jeopardized if the voter's residence 

address were open to public inspection, that voter's residence address and mailing address, 

if the mailing address is the same as or discloses the voter's residence address, must be 

kept confidential and must be excluded from public inspection. The remainder of the 

information in that voter's record that is designated as public information in section 196 

remains a public record and may be made available to the public according to the use and 

distribution requirements provided in that section. The voter's signed statement is also a 

public record. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 141 (2008) provides: 

When a person registers, the registrar shall ask whether or not the person wishes to enroll in 

a political party.  If the answer is in the affirmative, the registrar shall ask in which party the 

person wishes to enroll.  If the answer is in the negative, the registrar shall note on the 

enrollment portion of the application that the person chose not to enroll in a political party.  

Nothing in this section may be construed to require a person to enroll in a political party. 

1. INFLUENCE PROHIBITED.  The registrar shall not attempt to influence an applicant in any 

aspect of the enrollment procedure and shall not allow anyone else present to do so. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 142 (2008) provides: 

A voter who had initially chosen not to enroll in a particular party may later enroll in a party by 

filing an application with the registrar personally, by mail or otherwise, at any time, except that 

on election day a voter must enroll in person. 

1. CONTENT OF APPLICATION.  The application must contain the following information: 

Name of applicant, date of birth, residence address, voting district, and name of party in which 

enrollment is requested, signature of the applicant and the date of application. 

2. PARTY DESIGNATION.  On receipt of the application, the registrar shall enter the party 

designation of the applicant into the central voter registration system and file the application. 

3. LENGTH OF TIME IN PARTY.  Once a voter has enrolled in a party, the voter must remain 

in that party for 3 months before the voter can file an application for either a withdrawal or a 

change in enrollment. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 121 (2008) provides: 

The registrar has the exclusive power, subject to section 163, to determine whether a person 

who applies for registration as a voter meets the qualifications prescribed by this Title. 
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1. OATH MAY BE REQUIRED.  In making this determination, the registrar may require any 

person who testifies before him concerning his qualifications or those of another to swear to 

the truth of his statements. 

1-A. IDENTIFICATION AND PROOF.  Registration applications taken by outside agencies 

must be transferred to the Secretary of State within 5 days of receipt.  An applicant who 

attempts to register within 30 days of an election must be advised that the registrar might not 

receive the application before that election, but that the applicant may register in person before 

or on election day. 

Registration applications received by the Secretary of State from outside agencies 30 days or 

more before an election must be transferred to the appropriate registrarõs office within 7 

business days of receipt.  Registration applications received by the Secretary of State from 

outside agencies less than 30 days before an election must be transferred to the appropriate 

registrarõs office within 5 business days of receipt.  Registration applications by mail or by a 3rd 

person must be received in the registrarõs office by the close of business on the 21st day before 

election day in order for personsõ names to appear on the incoming voting list for that election.  

The 20-day period before the election is the closed period for outside registrations.  The 

registrar shall send the notice required by section 122 to all voters whose applications were 

received by mail or a 3rd person by the 21st day before election day no later than the 18th day 

before election day. 

A person who registers during the 20 days before election day or on election day shall register 

in person and show proof of identity and residency.  If satisfactory proof of identity and 

residency can not be provided to the registrar or deputy, the personõs name is entered into the 

central voter registration system and placed on the incoming voting list and the person casts a 

challenged ballot. 

2. POLITICAL PARTY NOT A QUALIFICATION.  The registrar shall be impartial as to the 

political party of the applicant in determining the applicantõs voting qualifications. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 122 (2008) provides: 

A person may register as a voter by appearing before the registrar, proving that the person 

meets the qualifications of section 111, subsections 1 to 3, and filing an application provided by 

the registrar containing the information required by section 152 or 154, if applicable.  Township 

residents may register as provided in section 156. 

1. ENTRY INTO CENTRAL VOTER REGISTRATION SYSTEM.  The registrar shall enter the 

name and other information from the voter registration application of the applicant into the 

central voter registration system as expeditiously as possible after receipt of a voter 

registration application.  The registrar shall register a person by first name, middle name or 

initial and last name, by first name or initial, middle and last name or by first name and last 

name. 

2. NOTICE OF DISPOSITION.  The registrar shall notify the applicant whether the application 

for registration is accepted or rejected by providing the applicant with a written 

acknowledgement notice, in the form prescribed by the Secretary of State, as expeditiously as 
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possible after the voterõs information has been entered into the central voter registration 

system.  If a mailed notice of acceptance is returned as undeliverable within 15 days after it is 

sent, the registrar must reject the application and provide a new acknowledgement notice to 

the applicant indicating the rejection.  If a mailed notice of acceptance is not returned as 

undeliverable within 15 days after it is sent, the voter is automatically designated as active in the 

central voter registration system. 

3. NOTICE OF NEW REGISTRATION.  When an applicant states in the application that the 

applicant last voted in another state, the registrar shall immediately send a notice of the 

applicantõs new registration to the registrar of that jurisdiction.  The notice must contain the 

following: 

A. The voterõs name; 

B. The name under which registered, if changed; 

C. Date of birth; and 

D. Former residence and mailing address. 

The Secretary of State may facilitate the delivery of such notices electronically using the central 

voter registration system. 

4. ELECTION DAY REGISTRATION.  The registrar shall accept registrations of applicants who 

appear in person on election day.  The registrar shall issue to each of these applicants a 

certificate entitling the applicant to be placed on the incoming voting list at the voting place.  

Only one certificate may be issued to a person.  An applicant whose address has changed since 

the applicant last voted must vote using the ballot or ballots for the new polling place, if 

applicable, on election day. 

5. ALTERNATIVE REGISTRATION SCHEDULE FOR ABSENTEE VOTERS.  If the clerk 

receives a properly completed absentee ballot application that is signed by a person who is not 

a registered voter in the municipality, a presumption of the personõs qualification as a voter is 

established.  The clerk shall send an absentee ballot to the voter at the address indicated, along 

with a voter registration application under section 152.  The completed registration application 

must be returned to the clerk by the close of the polls on election day in order for the ballot 

to be counted and may not be sealed with the voted absentee ballot.  If the application is 

received during the closed period and the registrar is not satisfied as to the personõs 

qualification as a voter, the registrar shall follow the requirements of section 121, subsection 1-

A to place the personõs name on the incoming voting list and challenge the absentee ballot. 

6. SCHEDULE FOR ACCEPTANCE OF REGISTRATIONS.  Except as provided in paragraph A, 

the registrar shall accept registrations on any business day or other day that the clerkõs office is 

open.  The names and other information from the voter registration applications of any persons 

registering must be entered into the central voter registration system and must be placed on 

the incoming voting list. 
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A. The registrar may accept only the registrations of 

applicants who appear in person as follows: 

1) In a municipality with a population of 2,500 or fewer, on the 

last business day that the clerkõs office is open before election 

ay during the hours that the clerkõs office is open; 

2) In a municipality with a population of more than 2,500, on 

the last 5 business days that the clerkõs office is open before 

election day during the hours that the clerkõs office is open and 

for 2 hours in the evening between 5 p.m. and 9 p.m. on at 

least one of these days; and 

3) The names of voters registering during these periods must 

be recorded as provided under subsection 7. 

7. RECORD OF NAMES.  The names of voters who register by appearing in person before the 

registrar during the business days before election day under subsection 6 must be recorded as 

provided in either paragraph A or B: 

A. The registrar shall, after finding an applicant qualified, 

issue a certificate requiring the voterõs name and other 

required information to be written on the original or any 

supplemental incoming voting list at the voting place on 

election day.  The certificate must be attached to, or 

included with, the incoming voting list and sealed as 

provided in section 698.  Only one certificate may be 

recorded for any voter at an election; or 

B. The registrar shall, after finding the applicant qualified, 

enter the voterõs name and other information from the 

voter registration application into the central voter 

registration system and add it to the incoming voting list or 

a supplemental incoming voting list.  Before the polls are 

opened, the registrar shall deliver the incoming voting list 

and any supplemental incoming voting list or lists to the 

clerk.  The inclusion of a personõs name on these lists will 

entitle the applicant to vote on election day.  All references 

in this Title to the use of the incoming voting list before, 

during and after election day are considered to include the 

supplemental incoming voting list or lists as provided in this 

paragraph. 

8. CHANGE OF SCHEDULE.  The hourly schedule established by this section may be changed 

by the municipal officers according to the needs of the municipality. 

9. REGULATION OF REGISTRATION MONITORS.  Anyone who wishes to monitor the 

names and addresses of persons who are registering at the registrarõs office or the clerkõs office 
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shall inform the registrar or clerk of that intent.  Anyone who wishes to monitor the names 

and addresses of persons who are registering at the polling place shall inform the registrar or 

clerk of that intent by submitting a written, signed statement containing the proposed monitorõs 

name, address and intent.  The registrar or clerk may designate a place where a person 

monitoring registrations may stand.  The registrar or clerk shall then announce the name and 

address of individuals registering to vote in a loud and clear voice.  A person monitoring 

registrations shall direct any questions the person has to the registrar or clerk.  These 

questions must be limited to information pertinent to the qualifications of an individual to 

register.  A person monitoring registrations may not ask questions of individuals waiting to 

register concerning their eligibility to vote.  A polling place registration monitor may not handle 

or inspect registration cards, files or other materials used by the registrar or clerk except as 

provided in section 22.  A monitor may not inhibit the work of the registrar or clerk.  If the 

work of a registrar or clerk appears to be inhibited, the warden may request a reduction in the 

number of monitors present in the polling place.  A registrar or clerk may require a person 

monitoring registrations who violates the provisions of this subsection to leave the building. 

PROCESSING APPLICATIONS:  

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 122 (2008) provides: 

A person may register as a voter by appearing before the registrar, proving that the person 

meets the qualifications of section 111, subsections 1 to 3, and filing an application provided by 

the registrar containing the information required by section 152 or 154, if applicable.  Township 

residents may register as provided in section 156. 

1. ENTRY INTO CENTRAL VOTER REGISTRATION SYSTEM.  The registrar shall enter the 

name and other information from the voter registration application of the applicant into the 

central voter registration system as expeditiously as possible after receipt of a voter 

registration application.  The registrar shall register a person by first name, middle name or 

initial and last name, by first name or initial, middle and last name or by first name and last 

name. 

2. NOTICE OF DISPOSITION.  The registrar shall notify the applicant whether the application 

for registration is accepted or rejected by providing the applicant with a written 

acknowledgement notice, in the form prescribed by the Secretary of State, as expeditiously as 

possible after the voterõs information has been entered into the central voter registration 

system.  If a mailed notice of acceptance is returned as undeliverable within 15 days after it is 

sent, the registrar must reject the application and provide a new acknowledgement notice to 

the applicant indicating the rejection.  If a mailed notice of acceptance is not returned as 

undeliverable within 15 days after it is sent, the voter is automatically designated as active in the 

central voter registration system. 

3. NOTICE OF NEW REGISTRATION.  When an applicant states in the application that the 

applicant last voted in another state, the registrar shall immediately send a notice of the 

applicantõs new registration to the registrar of that jurisdiction.  The notice must contain the 

following: 

A. The voterõs name; 
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B. The name under which registered, if changed; 

C. Date of birth; and 

D. Former residence and mailing address. 

The Secretary of State may facilitate the delivery of such notices electronically using the central 

voter registration system. 

4. ELECTION DAY REGISTRATION.  The registrar shall accept registrations of applicants who 

appear in person on election day.  The registrar shall issue to each of these applicants a 

certificate entitling the applicant to be placed on the incoming voting list at the voting place.  

Only one certificate may be issued to a person.  An applicant whose address has changed since 

the applicant last voted must vote using the ballot or ballots for the new polling place, if 

applicable, on election day. 

5. ALTERNATIVE REGISTRATION SCHEDULE FOR ABSENTEE VOTERS.  If the clerk 

receives a properly completed absentee ballot application that is signed by a person who is not 

a registered voter in the municipality, a presumption of the personõs qualification as a voter is 

established.  The clerk shall send an absentee ballot to the voter at the address indicated, along 

with a voter registration application under section 152.  The completed registration application 

must be returned to the clerk by the close of the polls on election day in order for the ballot 

to be counted and may not be sealed with the voted absentee ballot.  If the application is 

received during the closed period and the registrar is not satisfied as to the personõs 

qualification as a voter, the registrar shall follow the requirements of section 121, subsection 1-

A to place the personõs name on the incoming voting list and challenge the absentee ballot. 

6. SCHEDULE FOR ACCEPTANCE OF REGISTRATIONS.  Except as provided in paragraph A, 

the registrar shall accept registrations on any business day or other day that the clerkõs office is 

open.  The names and other information from the voter registration applications of any persons 

registering must be entered into the central voter registration system and must be placed on 

the incoming voting list. 

A. The registrar may accept only the registrations of 

applicants who appear in person as follows: 

1) In a municipality with a population of 2,500 or fewer, on the 

last business day that the clerkõs office is open before election 

day during the hours that the clerkõs office is open; 

2) In a municipality with a population of more than 2,500, on 

the 

last 5 business days that the clerkõs office is open before 

election day during the hours that the clerkõs office is open and 

for 2 hours in the evening between 5 p.m. and 9 p.m. on at 

least 

one of these days; and 
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3) The names of voters registering during these periods must 

be 

recorded as provided under subsection 7. 

7. RECORD OF NAMES.  The names of voters who register by appearing in person before the 

registrar during the business days before election day under subsection 6 must be recorded as 

provided in either paragraph A or B: 

A. The registrar shall, after finding an applicant qualified, 

issue a certificate requiring the voterõs name and other 

required information to be written on the original or any 

supplemental incoming voting list at the voting place on 

election day.  The certificate must be attached to, or 

included with, the incoming voting list and sealed as 

provided in section 698.  Only one certificate may be 

recorded for any voter at an election; or 

B. The registrar shall, after finding the applicant qualified, 

enter the voterõs name and other information from the 

voter registration application into the central voter 

registration system and add it to the incoming voting list or 

a supplemental incoming voting list.  Before the polls are 

opened, the registrar shall deliver the incoming voting list 

and any supplemental incoming voting list or lists to the 

clerk.  The inclusion of a personõs name on these lists will 

entitle the applicant to vote on election day.  All references 

in this Title to the use of the incoming voting list before, 

during and after election day are considered to include the 

supplemental incoming voting list or lists as provided in this 

paragraph. 

8. CHANGE OF SCHEDULE.  The hourly schedule established by this section may be changed 

by the municipal officers according to the needs of the municipality. 

9. REGULATION OF REGISTRATION MONITORS.  Anyone who wishes to monitor the 

names and addresses of persons who are registering at the registrarõs office or the clerkõs office 

shall inform the registrar or clerk of that intent.  Anyone who wishes to monitor the names 

and addresses of persons who are registering at the polling place shall inform the registrar or 

clerk of that intent by submitting a written, signed statement containing the proposed monitorõs 

name, address and intent.  The registrar or clerk may designate a place where a person 

monitoring registrations may stand.  The registrar or clerk shall then announce the name and 

address of individuals registering to vote in a loud and clear voice.  A person monitoring 

registrations shall direct any questions the person has to the registrar or clerk.  These 

questions must be limited to information pertinent to the qualifications of an individual to 

register.  A person monitoring registrations may not ask questions of individuals waiting to 

register concerning their eligibility to vote.  A polling place registration monitor may not handle 

or inspect registration cards, files or other materials used by the registrar or clerk except as 
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provided in section 22.  A monitor may not inhibit the work of the registrar or clerk.  If the 

work of a registrar or clerk appears to be inhibited, the warden may request a reduction in the 

number of monitors present in the polling place.  A registrar or clerk may require a person 

monitoring registrations who violates the provisions of this subsection to leave the building. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 113 (2008) provides: 

A registered voter who moves to another state within 30 days before a presidential election 

may not be removed from the incoming voting list and the voterõs registration may not be 

cancelled in the central voter registration system until after the election.  The voter may vote 

at that presidential election in person or by absentee ballot. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 103 (2008) provides: 

Registration appeals board 

In a city or town that has a population of 5,000 or more, if a person is aggrieved by the decision 

of the registrar of voters to cancel that personõs registration in the central voter registration 

system or to reject that personõs voter registration application, that person may appeal in 

writing to the registration appeals board. 

1. POPULATION OF 5,000 OR OVER.  The registration appeals board consists of 3 members 

who must be appointed as follows: The municipal committee of each of the major political 

parties shall nominate one member, who must be enrolled in the party of the municipal 

committee that nominates the member, and the municipal officers shall appoint the persons 

nominated by the municipal committees and the 3rd member must be nominated by the clerk 

of the municipality and appointed by the municipal officers.  The clerk of the municipality may 

give the municipal committees of the political parties a list of qualifications necessary for a 

person to fulfill the duties of the registration appeals board, and the municipal committees shall 

take those qualifications into consideration when nominating members to the board.  The 2 

members of the board nominated by the municipal committees of the major political parties 

may be members of the municipal committee nominating them and of the county or state 

committees of the political party that nominates them and may be members of a state or 

county delegation to a political convention.  When a municipal committee nominates a member 

to the registration appeals board, it shall also nominate an alternate board member, who serves 

if the member nominated by the municipal committee is or becomes unable to serve.  The 

municipal clerk may not serve as a member or alternate member of the registration appeals 

board. 

2. REPEALED.  Laws 1999, c. 426, § 4. 

3. TERM OF OFFICE.  Each member nominated by the municipal committees of the major 

political parties and appointed to the board shall serve for 3 years and until the memberõs 

successor is appointed and sworn.  The member nominated by the clerk of the municipality and 

appointed to the board shall serve for 4 years and until that memberõs successor is appointed 

and sworn. 

4. CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD.  The member nominated by the clerk of the municipality is 

chairman of the board. 
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5. VACANCY.  When there is a vacancy on the board, the alternate board member nominated 

by the municipal committee of the political party of the former incumbent shall serve.  If an 

alternate is not available, the municipal officers shall appoint a qualified person nominated by 

the municipal committee of the party of the former incumbent to fill the vacancy.  If the 

vacancy is in the office of the chair of the board, the municipal officers shall appoint a qualified 

person nominated by the clerk of the municipality to fill the vacancy.  Vacancies must be filled 

for the remainder of the term of office. 

6. APPEAL HEARING.  Upon receipt of a complaint by a person aggrieved by the decision of 

the registrar, the chair of the registration appeals board shall immediately fix a time and place 

for the board to meet for a prompt hearing.  The voter must be given written notice of the 

hearing at least 20 days in advance and must have the opportunity to testify and to present 

witnesses and other evidence at the hearing.  The hearing is de novo.  After hearing, the board 

may affirm, modify or reverse the decision of the registrar of voters.  The aggrieved person 

may appeal the decision of the board to the Superior Court in accordance with Rule 80B of the 

Rules of Civil Procedure. 

7. ACTIONS OF THE REGISTRATION APPEALS BOARD.  A registration appeals board may 

only act by unanimous or majority action. 

8. REMOVAL FROM OFFICE.  A member of the board may be removed from office at any time 

during the memberõs term by the appointing authority if the appropriate nominating authority 

nominates a replacement.  Any replacement member shall serve out the remainder of the 

replaced memberõs term. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 163 (2008) provides: 

In a municipality that does not have a registration appeals board, if a person is aggrieved by the 

decision of the registrar of voters to cancel that personõs registration in the central voter 

registration system or to reject that personõs registration application, the person may appeal in 

writing to the municipal officers by filing a complaint.  The municipal officers shall immediately 

fix a time and place for a prompt hearing.  The voter must be given written notice of the 

hearing at least 20 days in advance and must have the opportunity to testify and to present 

witnesses and other evidence at the hearing.  The hearing is de novo.  After hearing, the 

municipal officers may affirm, modify or reverse the decision of the registrar of voters.  The 

aggrieved person may appeal the decision of the municipal officers to the Superior Court in 

accordance with Rule 80B of the Rules of Civil Procedure. 

COMPLETING A CHANGE OF RESIDENCE AND/OR NAME FORM : 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 115(3) (2008)  provides: 

3. CORRECT NAME AND ADDRESS ON INCOMING VOTING LIST.  A person whose 

name, or residence address in a municipality that has voting districts, does not appear correctly 

on the incoming voting list on election day may not vote at any election until it is corrected as 

provided in section 661. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 129 (2008) provides: 
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Change of name or address 

When a voterõs name is changed by marriage or other process of law, or when he moves 

within a municipality, the following provisions apply. 

1. NOTICE.  The voter must give written notice to the registrar of his new and former names 

or addresses before the close of registrations prior to election day. 

2. CORRECTION OF NAME OR ADDRESS.  The registrar shall correct the voterõs name or 

address in the central voter registration system and on the incoming voting list, and the voter 

must then vote under the voterõs new name or in the new district on election day. 

A. In a municipality that has more than one voting district, if 

a voter has changed the voterõs address and votes absentee 

after the close of registration, the voter must send a written 

notice of the voterõs new address along with the voterõs 

absentee application notifying the registrar of the voterõs 

new address.  A certificate containing the voterõs name and 

new address must be directed to the warden of the voterõs 

new voting place to be attached to the incoming voting list 

on election day. 

3. FAILURE TO NOTIFY.  If a voter fails to notify the registrar of a change of name or address 

before the close of registrations, the voter must appear before the registrar on election day 

and follow the procedure outlined in section 661 if the voter wishes to vote, unless the 

registrar has already made the correction in following the procedure prescribed by section 128.  

If the voter wishes to exercise the right to vote, the voter must vote using the ballot or ballots 

for the new polling place, if applicable, on election day. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 661 (2008) provides: 

1. ERROR IN INCOMING VOTING LIST .  The registrar shall correct any error in the 
incoming voting list or central voter registration system that might otherwise deprive 

a voter of the voter's franchise.  

A. A voter who is prevented from voting because the 

voter's name or address does not appear correctly 
on the incoming voting list may request the registrar 

to correct it.  

B. If the name or address of the voter was omitted 

by error from or placed incorrectly on the incoming 

voting list, the registrar shall issue a certificate to 
the voter containing the voter's correct name and 

address and directed to the warden of the 
appropriate voting place. The registrar shall correct 

th e name and address on the incoming voting list 
and in the central voter registration system.  



 

    

September 24, 2008 

 

 

76 

C. On receipt of the certificate, the warden shall 

allow the person named in it to vote, check the 
voter's name on the certificate as having voted and 

attach the c ertificate securely to the incoming voting 
list.  

2. CHANGE OF NAME OR ADDRESS.  The registrar shall change a name or address on the 

incoming voting list. 

A. A voter whose name or address has changed as provided 

in section 129 may request the registrar to change it on the 

incoming voting list and in the central voter registration 

system. 

B. The registrar shall issue a certificate to the voter, who 

may vote as provided in subsection 1. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 162-A (2008)  provides: 

Change of address confirmation notice 

The following provisions govern the change of address confirmation notice and procedures for 

updating a voterõs status in the central voter registration system. 

1. CHANGE OF ADDRESS CONFIRMATION NOTICE.  Except as provided in section 122, 

subsection 3, a registrar shall send by forwardable mail a change of address confirmation notice, 

with a postage prepaid and preaddressed return notice, to the last known place of residence of 

each person the registrar has identified as having a change of address.  If a registrant has moved 

within the municipalityõs jurisdiction, a registrar shall change the voterõs record to reflect the 

new address before sending the change of address confirmation notice.  If a registrant has 

moved outside the municipalityõs jurisdiction, a registrar shall also include information on voter 

registration procedures in the new jurisdiction. 

2. CHANGE OF VOTERõS STATUS.  A voterõs registration may be cancelled in the central 

voter registration system if the voter confirms that the voter has moved from the municipalityõs 

jurisdiction.  If a voter fails to respond to the change of address confirmation notice, the voter 

must be designated on the incoming voting list and in the central voter registration system as 

inactive.  A voter who has been designated as inactive and fails to vote for the next 2 general 

elections must be cancelled in the central voter registration system.  If a voter who is 

designated as inactive votes at any election prior to cancellation in the central voter registration 

system, the inactive designation of the voter must be changed to active.  Address verification 

may be requested at the polls before allowing a voter designated as inactive to vote. 

3. REPEALED.  Laws 2001, c. 310, § 14. 

3-A. DETERMINE; APPROVE.  The Secretary of State shall determine or approve the design 

and contents of the notices required by this section. 
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ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 111(4) (2008)  provides: 

4. REGISTRATION.  The person must be registered to vote in that municipality. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 113 (2008) provides: 

Right survives change of residence 

A registered voter who moves to another state within 30 days before a presidential election 

may not be removed from the incoming voting list and the voterõs registration may not be 

cancelled in the central voter registration system until after the election.  The voter may vote 

at that presidential election in person or by absentee ballot. 

SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS : 

ME. REV. STA T. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 156 (2008) provides: 

Special provisions for township residents 

In addition to section 632, registration, enrollment and voting by the resident of a township are 

governed by the following provisions. 

1. REGISTRATION AND ENROLLMENT.  A township resident who lives in a township for 

which the county commissioners have not established a voting place as provided in section 632 

may register and enroll in any municipality within the applicantõs representative district or, if the 

applicant lives in a portion of a township not easily accessible to a municipality within the 

representative district, the township resident may register and enroll in a more convenient 

municipality within or outside the county.  The township resident may register and enroll on 

election day.  The registrar shall designate the applicant as a township voter with the letter òTó 

in the central voter registration system and on the incoming voting list. 

2. VOTING.  The township voter may vote in the town in which the voter is registered in any 

election for offices of or questions concerning the unorganized territory in which the voter 

resides.  The voter may not vote at a municipal election or on a liquor option question.  If the 

voter registers in a town outside the voterõs representative district, state senatorial district, 

county commissioner district or county, the voter may vote for the offices of Representative to 

the Legislature, State Senator or any county office by using a ballot provided under section 606-

A. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 606-A (2008)  provides: 

Special provisions for out-of-district voters 

A voter who registers and votes under section 156 in a municipality outside his representative 

district, state senatorial district, county commissioner district or county, may vote for the 

offices of Representative to the Legislature, State Senator or any county office by using a ballot 

obtained under this section. 
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1. CLERK TO NOTIFY.  The clerk of a municipality in which voters have registered or enrolled 

under section 156 shall notify the Secretary of State of those registrations and enrollments at 

least 60 days before any election. 

2. SECRETARY OF STATE TO FURNISH BALLOTS.  The Secretary of State shall review the 

number of votes cast at the last election of that type by persons registered and enrolled under 

section 156 when determining the number of ballots to be furnished to each municipality.  

These ballots must contain the names of the nominees or candidates for offices in the electoral 

divisions in which the voters registered under section 156 reside. 

3. VOTER TO USE PROPER BALLOT.  The election clerk in charge of the ballots at each 

voting place shall insure that each voter, registered in that municipality under section 156, who 

resides in a different electoral division obtains and uses the proper ballot provided under this 

section. 

4. HOW FURNISHED.  Ballots provided under this section shall be furnished to voting places 

in accordance with section 606. 

5. COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICTS; COUNTY REFERENDUM.  If a township resident 

registers under section 156 in a municipality outside his county commissioner district, or 

outside his county in the case of a county referendum, the commissioners of his county shall 

perform the duties of the Secretary of State under this section and section 752, subsection 1, 

paragraph B.  The clerk of a municipality in which these voters have registered or enrolled 

under section 156 shall notify the county commissioners of those registrations and enrollments 

at least 120 days before any election for county commissioner or for the determination of a 

county referendum question.   

INFORMATION FOR THIRD PARTY REGISTRATION GROUPS  

ASSISTANCE WITH REGISTRATION GENERALLY:  

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 153-A (2008)  provides: 

Alternative registration procedure for voters with disabilities 

1. ALTERNATIVE APPLICATION FOR VOTER WHO IS UNABLE TO SIGN.  An applicant 

who is unable to sign that applicantõs name because of a physical disability may use a signature 

stamp or authorize another person to sign on behalf of the applicant on an application to 

register to vote or to enroll or make any changes to the applicantõs voter registration status, as 

provided by this Title.  The individual assisting the applicant shall prepare and sign the 

registration application or form, along with an alternative registration signature statement, at 

the applicantõs direction, in the presence of the applicant and one corroborating witness.  The 

individual assisting the applicant and the corroborating witness must be registered to vote in 

the State, but neither may be a candidate, the applicantõs employer or an agent of that employer 

or an officer or agent of the applicantõs union.  The alternative registration signature statement 

form must be designed by the Secretary of State and must indicate that: 
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A. The applicant is unable to sign the applicantõs name 

because of a physical disability; 

B. The applicant meets all the qualifications to become a 

registered voter in the State or to make the requested 

changes to the voterõs registration; and 

C. The information supplied on the form concerning the 

applicant is true. 

2. ALTERNATIVE APPLICATION FOR VOTER WHO BECOMES UNABLE TO SIGN AFTER 

BEING REGISTERED.  A voter who becomes unable to sign that voterõs name because of a 

physical disability after being registered to vote and who wishes to change the voterõs 

registration or enrollment status may do so by using a signature stamp or by authorizing 

another registered voter to sign on the voterõs behalf if the voter files with the voter 

registration application or form an alternative registration signature statement prepared in 

accordance with subsection 1. 

3. SIGNING PETITIONS.  Once an alternative registration signature statement is on file with 

the registrar, the voter may authorize any other Maine-registered voter to sign candidate 

petitions and any Maine Clean Election Act forms requiring a voterõs signature in the presence 

and at the direction of the voter, except that the individual assisting the voter may not be a 

candidate, the circulator of the petition or form, the voterõs employer or an agent of that 

employer or an officer or agent of the voterõs union.  In addition to using the voterõs signature 

stamp or signing for the voter, the individual assisting the voter must print and sign the 

individualõ s own name and residence address on the petition or form and attest that the 

individual is signing on the voterõs behalf.  This method of signing satisfies the requirements in 

this Title that voters personally sign candidate petitions. 

4. REGISTRAR ASSISTANCE.  An applicant or voter described in subsection 1 or 2 who does 

not have another registered voter available to assist the applicant or voter may request the 

registrar to provide that assistance.  If the applicant or voter is unable to appear at the office of 

the registrar, the registrar shall visit the individual to provide that assistance, upon request and 

with reasonable notice.  The municipality shall pay the registrar travel expenses at the same 

rate paid other municipal employees. 

RESTRICTIONS REGARDI NG FORMS : 

For a link to the National Registration Form, see http://www.longdistancevoter.org/maine  

REGISTRATION MONITOR S: 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 122(9) (2008)  provides: 

9. REGULATION OF REGISTRATION MONITORS.  Anyone who wishes to monitor the 

names and addresses of persons who are registering at the registrarõs office or the clerkõs office 

shall inform the registrar or clerk of that intent.  Anyone who wishes to monitor the names 

and addresses of persons who are registering at the polling place shall inform the registrar or 

http://www.longdistancevoter.org/maine
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clerk of that intent by submitting a written, signed statement containing the proposed monitorõs 

name, address and intent.  The registrar or clerk may designate a place where a person 

monitoring registrations may stand.  The registrar or clerk shall then announce the name and 

address of individuals registering to vote in a loud and clear voice.  A person monitoring 

registrations shall direct any questions the person has to the registrar or clerk.  These 

questions must be limited to information pertinent to the qualifications of an individual to 

register.  A person monitoring registrations may not ask questions of individuals waiting to 

register concerning their eligibility to vote.  A polling place registration monitor may not handle 

or inspect registration cards, files or other materials used by the registrar or clerk except as 

provided in section 22.  A monitor may not inhibit the work of the registrar or clerk.  If the 

work of a registrar or clerk appears to be inhibited, the warden may request a reduction in the 

number of monitors present in the polling place.  A registrar or clerk may require a person 

monitoring registrations who violates the provisions of this subsection to leave the building. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 22 (2008)  provides: 

1. PUBLIC RECORDS.  All lists, books, documents and records required to be prepared by or filed 

with a public official are public records, except as otherwise provided in this Title. Public records 

are open to public inspection during regular business hours under proper protective regulations 

made by the official charged with their custody. 

2. BALLOTS.  Ballots are not public records and may be inspected only in accordance with this 

Title. 

3. CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION.  Notwithstanding subsection 1 and Title 1, section 408, if a 

registered voter meets certain conditions, the voter's information must be kept confidential as 

provided in this subsection. 

A. For a voter who is certified by the Secretary of State as a program participant in the 

Address Confidentiality Program pursuant to Title 5, section 90-B, all records maintained 

by the registrar pertaining to that voter must be kept confidential and must be excluded 

from public inspection. 

B. For a voter who submits to the registrar a signed statement that the voter has a good 

reason to believe that the physical safety of the voter or a member of the voter's 

immediate family residing with the voter would be jeopardized if the voter's residence 

address were open to public inspection, that voter's residence address and mailing address, 

if the mailing address is the same as or discloses the voter's residence address, must be 

kept confidential and must be excluded from public inspection. The remainder of the 

information in that voter's record that is designated as public information in section 196 

remains a public record and may be made available to the public according to the use and 

distribution requirements provided in that section. The voter's signed statement is also a 

public record. 

4. REPEALED.   Laws 2005, c. 364, § 3. 

5. SIGNATURE AND IDENTIFICATION NUMBER OF REGISTERED VOTER.  Notwithstanding 

subsection 1 and Title 1, section 408, the voter's signature and identification number on the voter 
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registration application and associated records in electronic format are designated as nonpublic 

records and the registrar shall exclude those items from public inspection. Voter signatures on 

voter registration applications and associated records in a printed hard-copy format are public 

records in accordance with subsection 1 and Title 1, section 408. 

6. DISCLOSURE OF VOTER'S SIGNATURE AND IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

ELECTRONICALLY.  A voter's signature and identification number in electronic format that are 

excluded from public inspection pursuant to subsection 5 and associated records may be made 

available for inspection only to the voter of record, to municipal and state election officials, to a law 

enforcement agency that makes a written request to use the information for a bona fide law 

enforcement purpose or to a person identified by a court order if directed by that order. 

STATEWIDE VOTER REGI STRATION DATABASE : 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 172(2008) provides: 

Voter registration file 

The registrar shall prepare and keep a voter registration file containing the voter registration 

documents for each voter in the central voter registration system, arranged alphabetically by 

the last name of each voter, except that any voter certified by the Secretary of State as a 

program participant in the Address Confidentiality Program pursuant to Title 5, section 90-B 

must be listed on voter registration documents only by the voter code assigned to that voter 

under the program and these documents must be placed at the end of the alphabetized voter 

file. The file must contain an original, signed voter registration application for each voter, with 

associated applications containing changes of name, address or enrollment and any 

documentation concerning these applications or the qualifications for these voters.  Information 

in the file pertaining to any voter certified by the Secretary of State as a program participant in 

the Address Confidentiality Program must be kept under seal and excluded from public 

inspection.  When a voterõs registration is cancelled from the central voter registration system, 

the registrar shall indicate on the voterõs registration documents the date that the voterõs 

registration was cancelled and retain the documents for the time period specified in section 23, 

either in the same file, or in a separate file.  The registrar must retain the voter registration 

documents for each rejected voter in a separate file for the time period specified in section 23. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 23(1) (2008)  provides: 

1. REGISTRATION AND ENROLLMENT APPLICATIONS.  The registrar shall keep registration 

and enrollment applications and requests and all documentation of changes in registration and 

enrollment as part of each active or inactive voter's permanent registration record. Records must 

be kept only 2 years for a voter whose registration has been cancelled or for an applicant whose 

registration application has been rejected. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 161 (2008) provides: 

Responsibilities of registrar 

2-A. MAINTENANCE OF VOTER REGISTRATION INFORMATION.  The registrar in each 

municipality shall keep the central voter registration system current at all times for the voters 

https://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=fa9dac22f1dc8a1b5cab7acf1ed81188&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5b21-A%20M.R.S.%20%a7%20172%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=2&_butInline=1&_butinfo=5%20MECODE%2090-B&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVzb-zSkAB&_md5=624a3f005a37064975328b3058c6a412
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in the registrarõs municipality.  The Secretary of State shall by rule determine the program for 

voter list maintenance required by the National Voter Registration Act of 1993.  A registrar 

may not cancel a voterõs registration in the central voter registration system solely because the 

registered voter did not vote in previous elections. 

4. PROOF OF QUALIFICATION IS REQUESTED.  If the registrar is in doubt as to the 

qualifications of a person to vote, the registrar shall fix a reasonable time and place for a 

hearing and give written notice of the hearing to the voter at the last known address provided 

by the voter at least 20 days in advance.  The voter must have the opportunity to testify and to 

present witnesses and other evidence at the hearing.  The voter may respond in person or in 

writing with proof of qualifications prior to the date of the hearing.  After the hearing, the 

registrar shall determine whether the voter has met the voting qualifications and shall act 

accordingly.  If the voter offers satisfactory proof of qualifications to the registrar, either prior 

to or at the hearing, the registrar may not cancel the voterõs registration in the central voter 

registration system.  If the voter fails to offer satisfactory proof of qualifications to the registrar, 

either prior to or at the hearing, the registrar may cancel the voterõs registration in the central 

voter registration system.  If the voter fails to appear at the hearing and the registrar has proof 

that the voter does not meet the qualifications, the registrar may cancel the voterõs registration 

in the central voter registration system.  The registrar shall notify the voter, in writing, of the 

action taken and advise the voter of the appropriate appeal authority as specified in this Title.  If 

the registrar decides to cancel the voterõs registration in the central voter registration system 

after the hearing and a municipal or state election occurs before the cancelled voter has 

exhausted all appeals, then the voter remains in the central voter registration system for the 

election and may cast a challenged ballot. 

5. RECORD OF NAMES ADDED AND CANCELLED.  The registrar shall keep a record of the 

names added to or the registrations cancelled in the central voter registration system and the 

date when the action was taken. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 661(1) (2008)  provides: 

1. ERROR IN INCOMING VOTING LIST.  The registrar shall correct any error in the 

incoming voting list or central voter registration system that might otherwise deprive a voter of 

the voterõs franchise. 

A. A voter who is prevented from voting because the 

voterõs name or address does not appear correctly on the 

incoming voting list may request the registrar to correct it. 

B. If the name or address of the voter was omitted by error 

from or placed incorrectly on the incoming voting list, the 

registrar shall issue a certificate to the voter containing the 

voterõs correct name and address and directed to the 

warden of the appropriate voting place.  The registrar shall 

correct the name and address on the incoming voting list 

and in the central voter registration system. 
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C. On receipt of the certificate, the warden shall allow the 

person named in it to vote, check the voterõs name on the 

certificate as having voted and attach the certificate securely 

to the incoming voting list. 

REMOVAL OF VOTERS : 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 128 (2008) provides: 

Before printing the final incoming voting list prior to any election, the registrar shall update the 

central voter registration system as follows: 

1. REGISTRAR SHALL REVIEW RECORDS.  The registrar shall review the records of marriage, 

death, change of name and change of address in the office of the clerk or the assessors or as 

provided by the Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Vital Records or the 

Department of the Secretary of State, Bureau of Motor Vehicles and shall revise the central 

voter registration system accordingly; 

 2. CLERK PROVIDES LIST.  The clerk shall, if requested, provide the registrar with a list, 

certified by the clerk to be true, of the marriages, deaths and changes that took place since the 

last update of the central voter registration system.  The registrar shall use this list to update 

the central voter registration system accordingly; or 

3. MARRIAGE; NOTICE OF INQUIRY.  If the registrar determines that a voter has married, 

the registrar may not for that reason alone cancel a voterõs registration in the central voter 

registration system.  The registrar may send a notice inquiring whether, as a result of marriage, 

that voterõs name or address has been changed.  Nothing in this subsection relieves a voter of 

the duty to give the registrar written notice of a change of name or address in accordance with 

section 129. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 162-A (2008)  provides: 

Change of address confirmation notice 

The following provisions govern the change of address confirmation notice and procedures for 

updating a voterõs status in the central voter registration system. 

1. CHANGE OF ADDRESS CONFIRMATION NOTICE.  Except as provided in section 122, 

subsection 3, a registrar shall send by forwardable mail a change of address confirmation notice, 

with a postage prepaid and preaddressed return notice, to the last known place of residence of 

each person the registrar has identified as having a change of address.  If a registrant has moved 

within the municipalityõs jurisdiction, a registrar shall change the voterõs record to reflect the 

new address before sending the change of address confirmation notice.  If a registrant has 

moved outside the municipalityõs jurisdiction, a registrar shall also include information on voter 

registration procedures in the new jurisdiction. 

2. CHANGE OF VOTERõS STATUS.  A voterõs registration may be cancelled in the central 

voter registration system if the voter confirms that the voter has moved from the municipalityõs 

jurisdiction.  If a voter fails to respond to the change of address confirmation notice, the voter 
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must be designated on the incoming voting list and in the central voter registration system as 

inactive.  A voter who has been designated as inactive and fails to vote for the next 2 general 

elections must be cancelled in the central voter registration system.  If a voter who is 

designated as inactive votes at any election prior to cancellation in the central voter registration 

system, the inactive designation of the voter must be changed to active.  Address verification 

may be requested at the polls before allowing a voter designated as inactive to vote. 

3-A. DETERMINE; APPROVE.  The Secretary of State shall determine or approve the design 

and contents of the notices required by this section. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 161 (2008) provides: 

Responsibilities of registrar 

2-A. MAINTENANCE OF VOTER REGISTRATION INFORMATION.  The registrar in each 

municipality shall keep the central voter registration system current at all times for the voters 

in the registrarõs municipality.  The Secretary of State shall by rule determine the program for 

voter list maintenance required by the National Voter Registration Act of 1993.  A registrar 

may not cancel a voterõs registration in the central voter registration system solely because the 

registered voter did not vote in previous elections. 

4. PROOF OF QUALIFICATION IS REQUESTED.  If the registrar is in doubt as to the 

qualifications of a person to vote, the registrar shall fix a reasonable time and place for a 

hearing and give written notice of the hearing to the voter at the last known address provided 

by the voter at least 20 days in advance.  The voter must have the opportunity to testify and to 

present witnesses and other evidence at the hearing.  The voter may respond in person or in 

writing with proof of qualifications prior to the date of the hearing.  After the hearing, the 

registrar shall determine whether the voter has met the voting qualifications and shall act 

accordingly.  If the voter offers satisfactory proof of qualifications to the registrar, either prior 

to or at the hearing, the registrar may not cancel the voterõs registration in the central voter 

registration system.  If the voter fails to offer satisfactory proof of qualifications to the registrar, 

either prior to or at the hearing, the registrar may cancel the voterõs registration in the central 

voter registration system.  If the voter fails to appear at the hearing and the registrar has proof 

that the voter does not meet the qualifications, the registrar may cancel the voterõs registration 

in the central voter registration system.  The registrar shall notify the voter, in writing, of the 

action taken and advise the voter of the appropriate appeal authority as specified in this Title.  If 

the registrar decides to cancel the voterõs registration in the central voter registration system 

after the hearing and a municipal or state election occurs before the cancelled voter has 

exhausted all appeals, then the voter remains in the central voter registration system for the 

election and may cast a challenged ballot. 

5. RECORD OF NAMES ADDED AND CANCELLED.  The registrar shall keep a record of the 

names added to or the registrations cancelled in the central voter registration system and the 

date when the action was taken. 

TIME LIMITS : 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 172 (2008) provides: 
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Voter registration file 

The registrar shall prepare and keep a voter registration file containing the voter registration 

documents for each voter in the central voter registration system, arranged alphabetically by 

the last name of each voter, except that any voter certified by the Secretary of State as a 

program participant in the Address Confidentiality Program pursuant to Title 5, section 90-B 

must be listed on voter registration documents only by the voter code assigned to that voter 

under the program and these documents must be placed at the end of the alphabetized voter 

file. The file must contain an original, signed voter registration application for each voter, with 

associated applications containing changes of name, address or enrollment and any 

documentation concerning these applications or the qualifications for these voters.  Information 

in the file pertaining to any voter certified by the Secretary of State as a program participant in 

the Address Confidentiality Program must be kept under seal and excluded from public 

inspection.  When a voterõs registration is cancelled from the central voter registration system, 

the registrar shall indicate on the voterõs registration documents the date that the voterõs 

registration was cancelled and retain the documents for the time period specified in section 23, 

either in the same file, or in a separate file.  The registrar must retain the voter registration 

documents for each rejected voter in a separate file for the time period specified in section 23. 

CORRECTING THE REGISTRATION LIST -APPLICATIONS AND CHALLENGES : 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 661(1) (2008)  provides: 

1. ERROR IN INCOMING VOTING LIST.  The registrar shall correct any error in the 

incoming voting list or central voter registration system that might otherwise deprive a voter of 

the voterõs franchise. 

A. A voter who is prevented from voting because the 

voterõs name or address does not appear correctly on the 

incoming voting list may request the registrar to correct it. 

B. If the name or address of the voter was omitted by error 

from or placed incorrectly on the incoming voting list, the 

registrar shall issue a certificate to the voter containing the 

voterõs correct name and address and directed to the 

warden of the appropriate voting place.  The registrar shall 

correct the name and address on the incoming voting list 

and in the central voter registration system. 

C. On receipt of the certificate, the warden shall allow the 

person named in it to vote, check the voterõs name on the 

certificate as having voted and attach the certificate securely 

to the incoming voting list. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 161(4) (2008)  provides: 

4. PROOF OF QUALIFICATION IS REQUESTED.  If the registrar is in doubt as to the 

qualifications of a person to vote, the registrar shall fix a reasonable time and place for a 

hearing and give written notice of the hearing to the voter at the last known address provided 
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by the voter at least 20 days in advance.  The voter must have the opportunity to testify and to 

present witnesses and other evidence at the hearing.  The voter may respond in person or in 

writing with proof of qualifications prior to the date of the hearing.  After the hearing, the 

registrar shall determine whether the voter has met the voting qualifications and shall act 

accordingly.  If the voter offers satisfactory proof of qualifications to the registrar, either prior 

to or at the hearing, the registrar may not cancel the voterõs registration in the central voter 

registration system.  If the voter fails to offer satisfactory proof of qualifications to the registrar, 

either prior to or at the hearing, the registrar may cancel the voterõs registration in the central 

voter registration system.  If the voter fails to appear at the hearing and the registrar has proof 

that the voter does not meet the qualifications, the registrar may cancel the voterõs registration 

in the central voter registration system.  The registrar shall notify the voter, in writing, of the 

action taken and advise the voter of the appropriate appeal authority as specified in this Title.  If 

the registrar decides to cancel the voterõs registration in the central voter registration system 

after the hearing and a municipal or state election occurs before the cancelled voter has 

exhausted all appeals, then the voter remains in the central voter registration system for the 

election and may cast a challenged ballot. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 103 (2008) provides: 

Registration appeals board 

In a city or town that has a population of 5,000 or more, if a person is aggrieved by the decision 

of the registrar of voters to cancel that personõs registration in the central voter registration 

system or to reject that personõs voter registration application, that person may appeal in 

writing to the registration appeals board. 

1. POPULATION OF 5,000 OR OVER.  The registration appeals board consists of 3 members 

who must be appointed as follows: The municipal committee of each of the major political 

parties shall nominate one member, who must be enrolled in the party of the municipal 

committee that nominates the member, and the municipal officers shall appoint the persons 

nominated by the municipal committees and the 3rd member must be nominated by the clerk 

of the municipality and appointed by the municipal officers.  The clerk of the municipality may 

give the municipal committees of the political parties a list of qualifications necessary for a 

person to fulfill the duties of the registration appeals board, and the municipal committees shall 

take those qualifications into consideration when nominating members to the board.  The 2 

members of the board nominated by the municipal committees of the major political parties 

may be members of the municipal committee nominating them and of the county or state 

committees of the political party that nominates them and may be members of a state or 

county delegation to a political convention.  When a municipal committee nominates a member 

to the registration appeals board, it shall also nominate an alternate board member, who serves 

if the member nominated by the municipal committee is or becomes unable to serve.  The 

municipal clerk may not serve as a member or alternate member of the registration appeals 

board. 

2. REPEALED.  Laws 1999, c. 426, § 4. 

3. TERM OF OFFICE.  Each member nominated by the municipal committees of the major 

political parties and appointed to the board shall serve for 3 years and until the memberõs 
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successor is appointed and sworn.  The member nominated by the clerk of the municipality and 

appointed to the board shall serve for 4 years and until that memberõs successor is appointed 

and sworn. 

4. CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD.  The member nominated by the clerk of the municipality is 

chairman of the board. 

5. VACANCY.  When there is a vacancy on the board, the alternate board member nominated 

by the municipal committee of the political party of the former incumbent shall serve.  If an 

alternate is not available, the municipal officers shall appoint a qualified person nominated by 

the municipal committee of the party of the former incumbent to fill the vacancy.  If the 

vacancy is in the office of the chair of the board, the municipal officers shall appoint a qualified 

person nominated by the clerk of the municipality to fill the vacancy.  Vacancies must be filled 

for the remainder of the term of office. 

6. APPEAL HEARING.  Upon receipt of a complaint by a person aggrieved by the decision of 

the registrar, the chair of the registration appeals board shall immediately fix a time and place 

for the board to meet for a prompt hearing.  The voter must be given written notice of the 

hearing at least 20 days in advance and must have the opportunity to testify and to present 

witnesses and other evidence at the hearing.  The hearing is de novo.  After hearing, the board 

may affirm, modify or reverse the decision of the registrar of voters.  The aggrieved person 

may appeal the decision of the board to the Superior Court in accordance with Rule 80B of the 

Rules of Civil Procedure. 

7. ACTIONS OF THE REGISTRATION APPEALS BOARD.  A registration appeals board may 

only act by unanimous or majority action. 

8. REMOVAL FROM OFFICE.  A member of the board may be removed from office at any time 

during the memberõs term by the appointing authority if the appropriate nominating authority 

nominates a replacement.  Any replacement member shall serve out the remainder of the 

replaced memberõs term. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 163 (2008) provides: 

Appeal 

In a municipality that does not have a registration appeals board, if a person is aggrieved by the 

decision of the registrar of voters to cancel that personõs registration in the central voter 

registration system or to reject that personõs registration application, the person may appeal in 

writing to the municipal officers by filing a complaint.  The municipal officers shall immediately 

fix a time and place for a prompt hearing.  The voter must be given written notice of the 

hearing at least 20 days in advance and must have the opportunity to testify and to present 

witnesses and other evidence at the hearing.  The hearing is de novo.  After hearing, the 

municipal officers may affirm, modify or reverse the decision of the registrar of voters.  The 

aggrieved person may appeal the decision of the municipal officers to the Superior Court in 

accordance with Rule 80B of the Rules of Civil Procedure. 
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SECTION III ð AUTHORITIES REGARDIN G POLLING PLACES  

AND PREPARATION FOR ELECTION DAY  

VOTING PRECINCTS : 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. ti t. 21-A, § 631(1) (2008)  provides: 

1. PROCEDURE.  The municipal officers may divide a town or ward into convenient voting 

districts after public notice and hearing held at least 90 days before an election.  After the 

hearing, the municipal officers shall prepare a certificate defining the limits of each district.  The 

municipal officers shall file the certificate with the clerk who shall record it.  The clerk shall 

immediately file an attested copy of the certificate with the Secretary of State.  The clerk shall 

post an attested copy of the certificate in a conspicuous, public place in the town or ward, and 

shall publish it in at least one newspaper having general circulation in the municipality at least 30 

days before election day.  Voting districts, once established, may be consolidated into a lesser 

number of districts by following the same procedure.  Voting districts may be established or 

consolidated under this section for all or only certain classes of elections. 

POLLI NG PLACES : 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 627 (2008) provides: 

Arrangement of voting place 

The arrangement of a voting place is governed by the following provisions. 

1. GENERAL LAYOUT.  The voting place must be arranged so that the ballot box is within 

view of persons present.  Each voting booth must be arranged so that those outside the 

guardrail enclosure can see who enters and leaves it. 

2. GUARDRAIL.  A guardrail must be constructed so that only those inside its enclosure can 

approach within 6 feet of the ballot box and the voting booths. 

3. FLAG DISPLAYED.  An American flag must be displayed in each voting place at any election. 

4. MINIMUM SIZE OF POLLING PLACE; COMPLAINT TO SECRETARY OF STATE.  

Municipalities must provide a polling place large enough to allow at least one worker from each 

political party to remain outside the guardrail enclosure as a pollwatcher.  If the municipality 

uses an incoming voting list for a polling place that is divided into separate segments by voting 

district or by the alphabetic listing of votersõ names, then the municipality must allow at least 

one worker from each political party to remain outside the guardrail enclosure as a pollwatcher 

at each separate segment of the voting list.  Additional party workers and others are allowed if 

there is sufficient space at the polling place.  If the space at the polling place is so limited that 

the presence of the additional party workers and others would interfere with the election 

process, the warden shall prohibit their presence.  If the chair of any partyõs state committee 

submits a written complaint to the Secretary of State at least 60 days before an election, the 

Secretary of State shall authorize an inspection of the polling place considered to be too small 

to allow party workers access.  If the Secretary of State finds a polling place to be too small to 
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allow party workers access, the Secretary of State shall instruct the municipal officers to change 

the location of the polling place to one of a suitable size.  The municipal officers shall advertise 

the change of the polling place at least 3 times in the daily or weekly newspaper, or both, that 

covers the area. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 681 (2008) provides: 

Positions at polling place 

The guardrail area is governed by the following provisions. 

1. WITHIN THE GUARDRAIL ENCLOSURE.  The clerk, election officials and not more than 2 

voters in excess of the number of voting booths may be within the guardrail enclosure.  The 

warden may permit peace officers to be within the enclosure to enforce the law.  All other 

persons must remain outside of the enclosure. 

2. LIMITED TIME WITHIN GUARDRAIL ENCLOSURE.  After entering the guardrail enclosure, 

the voter shall proceed to vote as soon as a voting booth is available and may not linger within 

the voting booth or guardrail enclosure once the voter has completed voting and deposited all 

ballots into the ballot box. 

3. VOTING BOOTH.  Except as provided in paragraphs A and B, no one may enter a voting 

booth with a voter. 

A. If the voter requests assistance under section 672, an 

election official designated by the warden or an aide 

requested by the voter may enter the voting booth with the 

voter. 

B. If a voter is accompanied by a person of 17 years of age 

or younger, the person may enter the voting booth with the 

voter. 

4. OUTSIDE THE GUARDRAIL ENCLOSURE.  If sufficient space exists, party workers and 

others, in addition to the pollwatchers allowed pursuant to section 627, may remain in the 

voting place outside the guardrail enclosure as long as they do not attempt to influence voters 

or interfere with their free passage.  If a person attempts to influence voters or interfere with 

their free passage, the warden shall have the person removed from the voting place. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 621-A (2008)  provides: 

Announcing an election 

The Secretary of State shall send a notice of election to the municipal clerk, who shall announce 

the election as follows. 

1. NOTICE POSTED.  The clerk shall post or have posted a notice of election, attested by the 

clerk, in a conspicuous public place in each voting district in the municipality at least 7 days 

immediately before election day and at each voting place on election day. 
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2. NOTICE RECORDED.  The clerk shall record a copy of the notice along with the times and 

places of posting.   

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 622-A (2008)  provides: 

Notice of election 

The notice of election must contain the following items: a heading that states òNotice of 

Electionó in bold type, the day, date and title of the election, the voting district designation, if 

any, the name and location of the voting place, the opening and closing times of the polls and a 

list of the offices and referendum questions for that election.  The clerk may add times for 

processing absentee ballots pursuant to section 759, subsection 7.   

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 759 (2008) provides: 

Counting procedure 

7. PROCESSING BEFORE CLOSE OF POLLS.  A notice signed by the municipal clerk must be 

posted at least 7 days before election day in the same manner as posting the notice of election, 

under section 621-A, stating each specific time that the clerk intends to begin processing 

absentee ballots on election day.  The warden shall follow the procedures required by 

subsections 1 to 6 to process absentee ballots before the close of the polls.  The clerk shall 

notify the chairs of each political party of the municipality, in writing, that this procedure is to 

occur.  This notice must be considered sufficient as long as it is mailed to the last address of 

each municipal chair that is known to the clerk. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 629 (2008) provides: 

Voting booths 

Voting booths are governed by the following provisions. 

1. PROVIDED BY MUNICIPALITY.  The municipal officers of each municipality shall provide a 

sufficient number of voting booths for each election.  Those municipalities using voting 

machines must comply with section 811, subsection 4. 

A. In a general election, the municipal officers in each municipality must provide at least one 

voting booth for each 200, or fraction exceeding 1/2 of that number, of the qualified voters in 

each voting place.  For purposes of this paragraph, òqualified votersó does not include voters 

who have been designated as inactive as a result of voter list maintenance procedures. 

A-1.  In every election, the municipal officers shall provide at least one voting booth in each 

voting place that is accessible for persons with disabilities.  The accessible voting booth may be 

used to meet the minimum requirements under paragraph A, except that it may not be the only 

voting booth used at the polling place. 

B. In other than a general election, the municipal officers may provide fewer voting booths than 

required by paragraph A when circumstances indicate that fewer booths will be adequate to 

provide for an orderly flow of voters on election day. 
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C. In any election, the municipal officers may provide more than the number of voting booths 

required by paragraph A. 

D. A reasonable time before a general election, the Secretary of State shall notify the clerk of 

each municipality of the requirements of this subsection.  The clerk shall calculate the number 

of voting booths required at each voting place based on the number of voters registered at that 

time.  Within 10 days after receiving the notice, the clerk shall certify in writing to the 

Secretary of State the number of voters registered at each voting place and the number of 

voting booths the municipality will provide at each voting place for the election. 

E. The Secretary of State may arrange for inspections to ensure that municipalities comply with 

this subsection. 

2. VOTING MACHINES.  In municipalities which have voting machines, the municipal officers 

must also provide sufficient voting booths and paper ballots to ensure adequate voting facilities. 

3. DESCRIBED.  Each booth must have within it a pencil or marker without an eraser and a 

shelf on which a voter may mark a ballot conveniently.  An instruction poster provided under 

section 605 must be securely placed above the shelf to assist the voter.  Each booth must have 

back and side panels large enough to screen the voter from the observation of others. 

4. BOOTH FOR THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED.  The clerk shall equip at least one of the voting 

booths at the voting place with an enlarged instruction poster, a magnifying device and an 

adjustable lamp for improved lighting.  The clerk may also equip the voting booth with an 

enlarged sample ballot at the clerkõs own discretion.  The voting station provided by the State 

along with the accessible voting device may be used to meet the requirements of this 

subsection.  The voting station may not be used at the polling place for purposes other than 

voting. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 812 (2008) provides: 

Requirements for machines 

A voting machine used in the conduct of state elections must meet the following requirements. 

1. SECRECY.  It must be constructed so that each voter may vote in secrecy. 

2. VOTING LIMITED.  It must permit a voter to vote once and only once for each candidate 

and each question for whom or on which he is entitled to vote.  It must prevent a voter from 

voting for more persons for an office than there are offices to be filled. 

3. WRITE-IN VOTE.  It must permit a voter to vote for a write-in candidate. 

4. FORM AND CONTENT OF BALLOT LABEL.  The titles of offices may be arranged 

horizontally with the names of candidates for an office arranged vertically under the title of the 

office, or the titles of offices may be arranged vertically with the names of candidates for an 

office arranged horizontally opposite the title of the office, or the titles of offices and the names 
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of candidates for an office may be arranged in any horizontal and vertical combination as may 

be determined advisable by the Secretary of State. 

The names of candidates must be printed in the order provided by law and, in general elections, 

the party designation of each candidate, which may be abbreviated, must be printed following 

the candidateõs name.  If there are more candidates for an office than can be printed in one 

column or on one ballot page, the ballot label must be clearly marked that the list of candidates 

is continued on the following column or page and, so far as possible, the same number of 

names must be printed on each column or page.  Arrows may be used to indicate the place to 

vote for each candidate and on each measure. 

4-A. REPEALED.  Laws 2003, c. 651, § 6. 

5. VOTING RESTRICTED AT PRIMARY.  It must prevent a voter from voting for the 

nomination of candidates of more than one party at a primary election. 

6. UNAUTHORIZED VOTING PROHIBITED.  It must prevent a voter from voting for any 

office or upon any question for whom or on which he is not entitled to vote. 

7. CHANGE OF VOTE PERMITTED.  It must permit a voter to change or retract a vote he has 

attempted to cast for any person, or on any question, before his vote has been completed and 

registered. 

8. DEVICE FOR PRINTING OR PHOTOGRAPHING CANDIDATE OR QUESTION 

COUNTERS.  It may be provided with a device or devices for printing and photographing 

candidate and question counters which will provide a record before the polls open and after 

the polls close. 

9. OFFICIAL APPROVAL REQUIRED.  It must be of an identical type approved by the 

Secretary of State and the Attorney General. 

10. PAPER AUDIT TRAIL.  Except for an accessible voting system that must be provided by 

2006 in compliance with the federal Help America Vote Act of 2002 as provided in section 

812-A, subsection 1, it must produce or employ permanent paper records of the votes cast 

that are able to be verified by individual voters before their votes are cast and that provide a 

manual audit capacity for the machine.  In the case of direct recording electronic voting 

machines, those records must also identify the individual machines that produced them without 

revealing the identities of the voters who cast the ballots.  In all cases, these records must be 

reviewed in the event of a recount and considered in conjunction with the machine-produced 

tally. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 811 (2008) provides: 

Obtaining and using 

A municipality may obtain and use voting machines according to the following provisions. 

1. PURCHASED OR RENTED.  The municipality may either purchase or rent voting machines. 
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2. USE AUTHORIZED.  The voting machines shall be used at each type of election authorized 

by the legislative body of the municipality.  Once authorization has been given for use of the 

machines at any type of election, that authorization continues until specifically revoked by the 

legislative body. 

3. USE IN ONE OR MORE DISTRICTS.  A municipality which has more than one voting district 

may use voting machines in one or more of the districts as determined by its legislative body. 

4. PROVIDED BY MUNICIPALITY.  In those municipal voting districts using voting machines, 

the municipal officers of each municipality must provide at least one voting machine for each 

450, or fraction exceeding 1/2 of that number, of the voters qualified to vote at each voting 

place. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 632(1) (2008)  provides: 

1. VOTING PLACES IN UNORGANIZED TOWNSHIPS.  The procedure for establishing a 

voting place in unorganized townships is as follows. 

A. The commissioners of each county may provide or 

contract with a municipality to provide a voting place in any 

unorganized township in their county, for all state and 

national elections, including primary elections, where all 

residents of unorganized places entitled to vote in 

municipalities near the township, under section 156, may 

cast their ballots under conditions provided in this section. 

B. The registrar of the contracting municipality shall 

designate the voters as township voters, pursuant to 

section 156, in the central voter registration system and 

shall include their names on the incoming voting list for the 

contracting municipality. 

C. The conduct of elections at that voting place shall be the 

same as in municipalities and all provisions of the Revised 

Statutes with respect to voting districts are applicable to 

that voting place.  The powers and duties of the municipal 

officers in such case are conferred upon the commissioners 

or the municipal officers of the contracting municipality. 

D. Upon receipt of a petition signed by at least 10 persons 

qualified to vote under section 156, the commissioners shall 

provide or contract with a municipality to provide a voting 

place in the unorganized township provided in the petition. 

POLLING PLACE PROCEDURES DURING VOTING : 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 626 (2008)  provides: 

Polling times 
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The following provisions apply to polling times at any election. 

1. OPENING TIME FLEXIBLE.  The polls must be opened no earlier than 6 a.m. and no later 

than 9 a.m. on election day; except that in municipalities with a population of less than 4,000, 

the polls must be opened no later than 10:00 a.m. on election day.  The municipal officers of 

each municipality shall determine the time of opening the polls within these limits. 

2. CLOSING TIME FIXED.  The polls must be closed at 8 p.m. on election day, except in 

municipalities of population less than 100 which may close the polls after all registered voters 

have voted. 

A. The warden shall give all voters present at the voting 

place at closing time the opportunity to vote.  Any person 

who arrives at the voting place after the time for closing the 

polls has passed may not vote. 

3. POLLING TIMES IN ELECTION NOTICE.  The municipal clerk shall state the times of 

opening and closing the polls in the notice of the election.   

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 621-A (2008)  provides: 

Announcing an election 

The Secretary of State shall send a notice of election to the municipal clerk, who shall announce 

the election as follows. 

1. NOTICE POSTED.  The clerk shall post or have posted a notice of election, attested by the 

clerk, in a conspicuous public place in each voting district in the municipality at least 7 days 

immediately before election day and at each voting place on election day. 

2. NOTICE RECORDED.  The clerk shall record a copy of the notice along with the times and 

places of posting.   

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 651 (2008) provides: 

Furnishing and distribution 

The following procedure shall be observed on election day. 

1. ELECTION MATERIALS SENT TO VOTING PLACE.  Before the polls are opened, the clerk 

shall deliver or have delivered the election materials marked for each voting place to the 

warden at that voting place.  The warden shall give the clerk a receipt noting the number of 

ballots received after the election officials have opened the boxes of ballots and verified the 

contents. 

A. Notwithstanding section 606, subsection 3, in a 

municipality that has an island voting district, the clerk may 

deliver the ballots and other election materials to that 
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district on the day before the election and leave them in the 

protective custody of the warden or ward clerk. 

2. ELECTION MATERIALS DISTRIBUTED AND POSTED.  At any time after the materials are 

received and before the polls are open, the clerk may open the packages or boxes of election 

materials, break the seals on the packages not marked òballots,ó and use the materials for 

instructional purposes.  The election officials shall post one instruction poster in each voting 

booth and 2 instruction posters outside the guardrail where they are visible to voters before 

they have voted.  The election officials shall also post 2 sets of sample ballots or 2 sets of 

sample ballot labels for each ballot being used in that voting place, along with 2 posters of the 

constitutional resolutions and statewide referenda, outside the guardrail where they are visible 

to voters. 

2-A. REPEALED.  Laws 1995, c. 459, § 55. 

2-B. OPENING OF BALLOT PACKAGES.  No more than one hour before the opening of the 

polls, the warden shall break the seals on the packages containing the ballots and distribute the 

ballots to the election clerks in charge of them.  The breaking of the seals on the packages 

containing the ballots is a public proceeding and any member of the public may be present. 

3. BALLOT BOX EXAMINED.  Before opening the ballots, the warden shall open the official 

ballot box, examine it and show publicly that it is empty.  Immediately after examination, the 

warden shall lock the box and deliver the key to the ward clerk who shall keep it until the polls 

are closed.  After the box has been locked, it may not be moved until the polls are closed. 

4. VOTING STARTS.  As soon as the duties required by subsections 1 to 3 have been 

performed, the warden shall permit voting to start.  

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 652 (2008) provides: 

Certified incoming voting list and official ballot box 

The certified copies of the incoming voting list provided by the registrar and official ballot 

boxes must be used exclusively at each voting place.  If it becomes impossible to use the official 

ballot box, the warden shall direct the method by which voting is to proceed.  The warden shall 

record the reason why the ballot box was not used and shall place an attested copy of this 

record in the package with the ballots cast. 

INFORMAT ION POSTED AT POLLIN G LOCATIONS : 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 624(1) (2008) provides: 

1. POSTING OF.  The registrar shall post a certified copy of the incoming voting list for each 

voting district at the usual voting place in that district before the polls are opened on election 

day. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 651(2) (2008) provides: 
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2. ELECTION MATERIALS DISTRIBUTED AND POSTED.  At any time after the materials are 

received and before the polls are open, the clerk may open the packages or boxes of election 

materials, break the seals on the packages not marked òballots,ó and use the materials for 

instructional purposes.  The election officials shall post one instruction poster in each voting 

booth and 2 instruction posters outside the guardrail where they are visible to voters before 

they have voted.  The election officials shall also post 2 sets of sample ballots or 2 sets of 

sample ballot labels for each ballot being used in that voting place, along with 2 posters of the 

constitutional resolutions and statewide referenda, outside the guardrail where they are visible 

to voters. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 605(3) (2008)  provides: 

3. POSTER FOR PROSPECTIVE REGISTRANTS AND VOTERS.  The Secretary of State shall 

prepare instruction posters to advise prospective registrants and voters of their rights. 

A. An instruction poster advising prospective registrants 

and voters of their rights must be conspicuously posted at 

the entrances to all polling places and voter registration 

places. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN.  tit. 21-A, § 603 (2008) provides: 

Sample ballots are governed by the following provisions. 

1. SECRETARY OF STATE TO PREPARE.  The Secretary of State shall prepare the sample 

ballots. 

A. The words òSAMPLE BALLOTó in bold type, the title and 

date of the election, and the name of the voting district 

must be printed at the top of the ballot.  The facsimile of 

the state seal may not be printed on it.  It must be printed 

flat.  Otherwise, it must be printed substantially the same as 

a regular ballot. 

B. The ballot must be printed on paper of a distinctive 

color. 

2. WHEN FURNISHED.  The Secretary of State shall send a reasonable number of sample 

ballots to the clerk for posting as provided in section 625 and for voter information. 

3. AVAILABLE FOR PUBLICATION.  Within a reasonable time before the election, the 

Secretary of State shall make sample ballots available for publication in all newspapers having 

general circulation in the area to which the ballots pertain.  A single sample ballot so published 

may carry the name of each candidate for State Senator and Representative to the Legislature 

in the area covered by the circulation of the newspaper.  The name of the voting district need 

not be printed on the published sample ballot. 

4. REPEALED.  Laws 1995, c. 459, § 38. 



 

    

September 24, 2008 

 

 

97 

4-A. CLERK TO REVIEW SAMPLE BALLOTS.  Upon receipt, the clerk shall review the sample 

ballots for accuracy and must immediately notify the Secretary of State of any errors. 

4-B. DUPLICATION OF SAMPLE BALLOTS.  Sample ballots may be duplicated as needed at 

the clerkõs own discretion. 

5. SAMPLE BALLOT INSTRUCTIONS PRINTED IN FRENCH LANGUAGE.  The Secretary of 

State shall prepare ballot instructions in the French language, to be printed on a separate sheet 

of paper that may conveniently be attached to sample ballots.  The Secretary of State shall 

furnish these ballot instruction sheets upon request by the clerk of a municipality.  

WHO MAY BE PRESENT A T THE POLLING PLACE : 

Generally : 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 681(3) (2008)  provides: 

3. VOTING BOOTH.  Except as provided in paragraphs A and B, no one may enter a voting 

booth with a voter. 

A. If the voter requests assistance under section 672, an 

election official designated by the warden or an aide 

requested by the voter may enter the voting booth with the 

voter. 

B. If a voter is accompanied by a person of 17 years of age 

or younger, the person may enter the voting booth with the 

voter. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 672 (2008) provides: 

Assistance 

A voter who is unable to read or mark the ballot because of physical disability, illiteracy or 

religious faith may request another person, other than the voterõs employer or agent of that 

employer or officer or agent of the voterõs union, to assist the voter in reading the ballot or 

marking the ballot according to the voterõs wishes.  When assisting a voter, the aide may not 

tell the voter how to make the voterõs choices or otherwise influence the voter in violation of 

section 682. 

1. ASSISTANCE BY ELECTION OFFICIALS.  The voter may request one or more election 

officials to assist. 

2. ASSISTANCE BY PERSONS NOT VOTERS.  The assistant need not be a voter or of voting 

age. 

Observers :   

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 681(4) (2008)  provides: 
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4. OUTSIDE THE GUARDRAIL ENCLOSURE.  If sufficient space exists, party workers and 

others, in addition to the pollwatchers allowed pursuant to section 627, may remain in the 

voting place outside the guardrail enclosure as long as they do not attempt to influence voters 

or interfere with their free passage.  If a person attempts to influence voters or interfere with 

their free passage, the warden shall have the person removed from the voting place.   

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 1(30-A) (2008)  provides: 

30-A. POLLWATCHER.  òPollwatcheró means a party worker who remains in the voting place 

outside the guardrail enclosure for the purpose of viewing the voting process, keeping track of 

the voters who have voted or challenging voters whose qualifications appear to be in question. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 627(4) (2008)  provides: 

4. MINIMUM SIZE OF POLLING PLACE; COMPLAINT TO SECRETARY OF STATE.  

Municipalities must provide a polling place large enough to allow at least one worker from each 

political party to remain outside the guardrail enclosure as a pollwatcher.  If the municipality 

uses an incoming voting list for a polling place that is divided into separate segments by voting 

district or by the alphabetic listing of votersõ names, then the municipality must allow at least 

one worker from each political party to remain outside the guardrail enclosure as a pollwatcher 

at each separate segment of the voting list.  Additional party workers and others are allowed if 

there is sufficient space at the polling place.  If the space at the polling place is so limited that 

the presence of the additional party workers and others would interfere with the election 

process, the warden shall prohibit their presence.  If the chair of any partyõs state committee 

submits a written complaint to the Secretary of State at least 60 days before an election, the 

Secretary of State shall authorize an inspection of the polling place considered to be too small 

to allow party workers access.  If the Secretary of State finds a polling place to be too small to 

allow party workers access, the Secretary of State shall instruct the municipal officers to change 

the location of the polling place to one of a suitable size.  The municipal officers shall advertise 

the change of the polling place at least 3 times in the daily or weekly newspaper, or both, that 

covers the area.   

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 682(2-A) (2008)  provides: 

2-A. APPLICATION.  This subsection governs the application of subsection 2. 

A. Subsection 2 does not apply to pollwatchers, who may 

remain in the voting place outside the guardrail enclosure as 

long as they do not attempt to influence voters or interfere 

with their free passage. 

POLLING PLACES : CONDUCT, RULES AND PROHIBITIONS ON INTIM IDATION 

AND DECEPTION OF VOTERS : 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 682 (2008) provides: 

Political activities 

Certain activities are prohibited on election day. 
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1. INSTRUCTION LIMITED.  Within the voting place, a person may not instruct another in the 

method of marking the ballot, except as provided in section 672. 

2. INFLUENCE PROHIBITED.  On public property within 250 feet of the entrance to the 

voting place as well as within the voting place itself, a person may not: 

A. Influence another personõs decision regarding a candidate 

or question that is on the ballot for the election that day; or 

B. Attempt to influence another personõs decision regarding 

a candidate or question that is on the ballot for the election 

that day. 

These limitations do not prohibit a candidate from attending the voting place and orally 

communicating with voters as long as the candidate does not attempt to influence their vote.  A 

candidate may not state the name of the office sought or request a personõs vote. 

2-A. APPLICATION.  This subsection governs the application of subsection 2. 

A. Subsection 2 does not apply to pollwatchers, who may 

remain in the voting place outside the guardrail enclosure as 

long as they do not attempt to influence voters or interfere 

with their free passage. 

B. Subsection 2 does not prohibit media representatives 

from conducting an exit poll, as long as they do not solicit 

voters until after the voters have voted and do not orally 

communicate with voters in a way that influences a voterõs 

vote. 

C. If a person attempts to influence voters or interfere with 

their free passage, the warden shall have that person 

removed from the voting place. 

3. ADVERTISING PROHIBITED.  A person may not display advertising material; operate an 

advertising medium, including a sound amplification device; or distribute campaign literature, 

posters, palm cards, buttons, badges or stickers containing a candidateõs name or otherwise 

intending to influence the opinion of any voter regarding a candidate or question that is on the 

ballot for the election that day on any public property located within 250 feet of the entrance 

to either the voting place or the building in which the registrarõs office is located. The term 

òsound amplification deviceó includes, but is not limited to, sound trucks, loudspeakers and 

blowhorns. 

A. This subsection does not apply to advertising material on 

automobiles traveling to and from the voting place.  It does 

not prohibit a person from passing out stickers at the voting 

place to be pasted on the ballot at a primary election.  It 

does not prohibit a person who is at the polls solely for the 
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purpose of voting from wearing a campaign button when 

the longest dimension of the button does not exceed 3 

inches. 

B. Nonpolitical charitable activities and other nonpolitical 

advertising may be allowed at the discretion of the clerk if 

arrangements are made prior to election day.  If 

arrangements are not made in advance of the election day, 

the warden may, at the wardenõs discretion, either allow or 

prohibit nonpolitical charitable activities and other 

nonpolitical advertising. 

4. DEVICES FOR AUDIBLE COMMUNICATION.  Party workers or others may not use 

cellular phones, voice pagers or similar devices to make audible voice communication within 

the voting place that is in violation of subsection 2. 

5. VIOLATION.  A person who knowingly engages in activities prohibited by this section 

commits a Class E crime. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 681(4) (2008)  provides: 

4. OUTSIDE THE GUARDRAIL ENCLOSURE.  If sufficient space exists, party workers and 

others, in addition to the pollwatchers allowed pursuant to section 627, may remain in the 

voting place outside the guardrail enclosure as long as they do not attempt to influence voters 

or interfere with their free passage.  If a person attempts to influence voters or interfere with 

their free passage, the warden shall have the person removed from the voting place.   

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 662(4) (2008)  provides: 

4. COLLECTION OF SIGNATURES.  The warden may select and designate a specific location 

at the voting place, accessible and observable by the voters, where the collection of signatures 

may take place.  Persons collecting signatures at the polls may make arrangements with the 

clerk prior to election day and with the warden on election day.  The warden may limit the 

number of persons collecting signatures to one for each specific question, candidate or issue.  

Persons collecting signatures may not solicit a voterõs signature until the voter has completed 

voting.  The warden may direct the removal, under subsection 2, paragraph A, of any person 

collecting signatures who does not comply with the requirements of this subsection.   
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SECTION IV ð AUTHORITIES REGARDIN G ABSENTEE VOTING 

GENERALLY  

VOTING  BY ABSENTEE BALLOT : 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 751 (2008) provides: 

Proper at any election 

Absentee ballots may be cast at any election by any voter who requests an absentee ballot as 

provided under this subchapter.  The voter need not specify a reason to receive an absentee ballot. 

REQUESTING AN ABSENT EE BALLOT : 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 755 (2008) provides: 

Deadline 

In order to be valid, an absentee ballot must be delivered to the municipal clerk at any time before 

the polls are closed. 

For more information, see http://www.longdistancevoter.org/maine  

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 753-A (2008)  provides: 

Procedure for requesting an absentee ballot 

1. APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE.  On request, the clerk shall furnish a reasonable number of 

absentee ballot applications to any person, except that an application may not be furnished more 

than 3 months before the election for which the application will be used.  This subsection does not 

apply to a uniformed service voter or an overseas voter who requests an absentee ballot under this 

subchapter. 

2. APPLICATION FOR STATE AND MUNICIPAL BALLOTS AT SAME TIME.  If a municipal 

election is to be held on the same date as a statewide election, absentee ballots for the municipal 

and statewide election may be issued in response to the same application unless the municipal 

ballots are not ready to be issued at the time the statewide ballot is available.  The clerk may not 

delay the issuance of a statewide absentee ballot in order to include a municipal ballot pursuant to 

this subsection. 

3. REQUEST IN WRITING.  A voter may complete an application or make a written request for the 

voterõs own ballot by mail, in person or by facsimile.  The voter may designate an immediate family 

member or a 3rd person to deliver the ballot on the voterõs behalf.  An immediate family member of 

a voter may also make an application or written request for an absentee ballot for the voter. 

A. An application or a written request for an absentee ballot 

must be accepted by the clerk if it contains the following 

information: 

http://www.longdistancevoter.org/maine
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1) The voterõs name; 

2) The voterõs residence address or other address sufficient to 

identify the voter; 

3) The signature of the voter or the voterõs immediate family 

member who is making the application or written request.  If an 

immediate family member is either making the application or 

written request or is designated in the application or written 

request to deliver or return the ballot to the voter, then the family 

relationship to the voter must also be provided; and 

4) If applicable, a different address to which the applicant requests 

the ballot be sent or delivered. 

B. If the voter needs assistance pursuant to subsection 5, then in 

addition to the information required in paragraph A, the 

following information must be provided in order for the 

application or written request to be accepted by the clerk: 

1) The printed name and signature of the person who helped the 

voter; and 

2) A statement that the aide helped the voter by either reading or 

signing the application, or both. 

C. If the voter wishes to have the ballot delivered or returned by 

a 3rd person, then in addition to the information required in 

paragraph A, the following information must be provided in 

order for the application or written request to be accepted by 

the clerk: 

1) The name of the 3rd person whom the voter has designated.  A 

3rd person may only be designated in an application or written 

request that is signed by the voter. 

4. APPLICATION BY TELEPHONE.  A voter may make a telephone application for the voterõs own 

ballot.  In this case, the voter may not designate an immediate family member or a 3rd person to 

deliver the ballot on the voterõs behalf.  The clerk shall ask the voter for the information required 

and complete the application, with the exception of the voterõs signature, and shall write òtelephone 

requestó on the application.  The clerk shall also obtain the voterõs birth date and write it on the 

application.  The clerk shall verify that it is the voter who is requesting the ballot by confirming the 

voterõs residence address and birth date with the information in the voterõs record.  A telephone 

application must be accepted by the clerk if it contains the voterõs name, the voterõs date of birth, 

the voterõs residence address or other address sufficient to identify the voter and, if applicable, a 

different address to which the applicant requests the ballot be sent or delivered. 



 

    

September 24, 2008 

 

 

103 

5. ASSISTANCE TO CERTAIN VOTERS.  A voter who is unable to read, sign or complete an 

application because of physical disability, illiteracy or religious faith may request another person, 

other than the voterõs employer or agent of that employer or an officer or agent of the voterõs 

union, to assist the voter in reading, signing or completing the application .  If an aide assists a voter 

by reading or signing the application, the aide shall complete and sign the certificate on the 

application stating that the aide has assisted the voter. 

6. APPLICATION BY E-MAIL.  A municipal clerk may opt to accept absentee ballot applications by 

e-mail. If the clerk opts to accept absentee ballot applications by e-mail the clerk shall create a 

specific e-mail account for the purpose of accepting e-mail applications.  At least 120 days before any 

election administered by the State, the clerk shall notify the Secretary of State of the clerk's 

intention to accept absentee ballot applications by e-mail and of the e-mail address used to accept 

the absentee ballot applications.  The Secretary of State shall post on its publicly accessible website a 

list of municipalities that have opted to accept absentee ballot applications by e-mail along with the 

e-mail addresses and procedures for requesting an absentee ballot by e-mail.  The Secretary of State 

shall design or approve the form of the absentee ballot application to be submitted by e-mail. 

If the clerk opts to accept absentee ballot applications by e-mail, a voter may make an application for 

the voter's own ballot by e-mail using the form designed or approved by the Secretary of State.  The 

voter may not designate an immediate family member or a 3rd person to deliver the ballot on the 

voter's behalf.  The clerk shall verify that it is the voter who is requesting the ballot by confirming 

the voter's residence address and birth date with the information in the voter's record.  The clerk 

shall print the e-mail application and write òe-mail requestó on the application. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 753-B (2008)  provides: 

Procedure for issuing absentee ballot 

1. APPLICATION OR WRITTEN REQUEST RECEIVED.  Upon receipt of an application, written 

request or telephone application for an absentee ballot that is accepted pursuant to section 753-A, 

the clerk shall immediately issue an absentee ballot and return envelope by mail or in person to the 

applicant or to the immediate family member or to a 3rd person designated in a written application 

or request made by the voter, except that the clerk does not have to issue a ballot by mail to an 

address outside the municipality for a voter whose request was received on the day before election 

day or to any voter whose request was received on election day. The clerk shall type or write in ink 

the name and the residence address of the voter in the designated section of the return envelope. 

2. RESTRICTIONS ON ISSUING BALLOT.  The clerk may not deliver an absentee ballot to any 3rd 

person who is a candidate or a member of a candidateõs immediate family.  The clerk may not 

deliver to an immediate family member or to a 3rd person any absentee ballot requested by 

telephone.  The clerk may not issue more than 5 absentee ballots to any 3rd person designated in 

applications or written requests at any time. 

3. RETURN OF BALLOT BY 3RD PERSON.  A 3rd person shall, unless good cause is shown, return 

an absentee ballot to the clerkõs office within 2 business days of the date that ballot was provided to 

the 3rd person or by the close of the polls on election day, whichever is earlier.  The clerk shall 

inform the 3rd person of the deadline for the return of the ballot. 
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4. DUPLICATE APPLICATION.  The clerk may issue a 2nd state absentee ballot to an applicant if 

the applicant requests one by an acceptable method outlined in this subchapter and: 

A. The applicant states good cause, including, but not limited to, 

loss of, spoiling of or damage to the first absentee ballot; or 

B. An absentee ballot for the applicant that was furnished to a 

designated 3rd person was not returned to the clerkõs office 

within the time limit provided in subsection 3.  If a ballot for an 

applicant is not returned to the clerk within that time limit, the 

clerk shall mail or hand deliver a ballot to that applicant and may 

not issue another ballot to the applicant except for good cause 

as provided in this subsection.  This paragraph does not affect 

the deadline for delivery of absentee ballots under section 755. 

The clerk may also issue a 2nd state absentee ballot to a voter from whom the clerk has received a 

return envelope apparently containing a state absentee ballot when the State has provided the clerk 

with replacement ballots to reflect the removal of a candidateõs name or the addition of a new 

candidateõs name or the correction of an error.  When a 2nd state absentee ballot is issued to a 

voter under this section, the clerk must write the words òsecond ballot issuedó on the return 

envelope. 

5. ALTERNATE METHOD OF BALLOTING BY RESIDENTS OF CERTAIN LICENSED FACILITIES.  

The municipal clerk shall designate one or more times during the 30-day period prior to an election 

during which the municipal clerk shall be present in each licensed nursing home subject to the 

provisions of Title 22, chapter 405; licensed residential care facility subject to the provisions of Title 

22, chapter 1664; and assisted housing program subject to the provisions of Title 22, chapter 1664, 

in the municipality for the purpose of conducting absentee voting by residents of these facilities. The 

licensed residential care facilities referred to in this subsection are those that are licensed as Level II 

facilities.  The clerk shall designate which areas in these facilities constitute the voting place, the 

voting booth and the guardrail enclosure.  Sections 681 and 682 apply to voting in these facilities 

within the areas designated by the clerk. 

6. CLERK TO KEEP LIST OF ABSENTEE VOTERS.  The clerk shall create and maintain, in the 

central voter registration system, an alphabetical list, by district, of the persons who requested or 

were furnished absentee ballots, including the persons who voted in the presence of the clerk under 

subsection 8 and the persons whose ballots were issued to a 3rd person under subsection 1.  The 

clerk shall maintain a copy of the lists required under this subsection for a period of 2 years as a 

public record. 

A. The list of absentee voters must include each voterõs name, residence address, voting district and 

party affiliation; the date and manner by which the ballot was requested, issued and received; a 

notation of whether the application and the ballot were accepted or rejected; and a place for the 

registrar to certify the voter registration status of the absentee voters.  The clerk must also indicate 

on the list when the absentee voter is a uniformed service voter, overseas voter or township voter.  

By the time that all absentee ballots have been processed on election day, the clerk must update the 

central voter registration system or annotate the printed list of absentee voters to reflect all ballots 

that were received by the close of the polls on election day, including a notation of whether the 
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ballots were accepted or rejected and the reasons for such rejections.  This list, reflecting all 

absentee ballots received by the close of the polls, must be made available for public inspection.  

Any absentee voter certified as a participant in the Address Confidentiality Program pursuant to 

Title 5, section 90-B must be listed by the voter code assigned to that individual under the program 

instead of by the voterõs name and reflect the Address Confidentiality Program address assigned to 

the voter. The list of absentee voters must be sorted so that the program participants appear at the 

end of the list and must be printed on a separate page of the list.  The portion of the list of absentee 

voters relating to Address Confidentiality Program participants must be kept under seal and 

excluded from public inspection. 

B. The clerk creates the list of absentee voters as required in paragraph A by marking the records of 

registered voters in the central voter registration system.  The clerk must sign and date each official 

printed copy of the list of absentee voters that is created for public inspection, certifying that the list 

is a true and accurate list of absentee voters for the applicable election.  No additional certification 

is required by the registrar of voters. 

C. The clerk shall also keep a list of the 3rd persons designated in applications or written requests 

to whom absentee ballots are sent or delivered under subsection 1 and of the number of absentee 

ballots sent or delivered to them.  This list of 3rd person ballot carriers must include telephone 

numbers for contacting the 3rd persons. 

D. Deleted.  Laws 2005, c. 364, § 7. 

E. Within 5 business days after each election, the clerk shall update the central voter registration 

system to include the changes required by paragraph A.  The clerk also must update the central 

voter registration system to reflect any absentee ballots received after the polls have closed on 

election day by changing the rejection reason.  When all updates have been made in the central 

voter registration system, the clerk shall certify this to the Secretary of State and make a final list of 

absentee ballots available for public inspection. 

7. REGISTRATION VERIFIED.  If the applicant is registered and enrolled when necessary, the ballot 

must be sent to the applicant.  If the applicant has registered and enrolled when necessary under 

section 155 and will attain 18 years of age on or before the date of the election, the registrar or 

clerk shall so certify on the application.  If not, the registrar or clerk shall write ònot registeredó or 

ònot enrolledó on the face of the application and sign the registrarõs or clerkõs name.  Whenever an 

application for an absentee ballot is denied, the municipal clerk shall immediately notify the applicant 

in writing of the reason for the denial. 

8. ABSENTEE VOTING IN PRESENCE OF CLERK.  A person who wishes to vote by absentee 

ballot may, without completing an application, vote by absentee ballot in the presence of the clerk.  

The method of voting is otherwise as prescribed in this article.  After the person has voted, the 

clerk shall sign the affidavit on the return envelope as a witness, indicate on the envelope that the 

voter voted in the presence of a clerk and ensure that the affidavit on the return envelope is 

properly completed by the voter.  For the 45 days preceding an election, during the hours when the 

clerkõs office is open and may be conducting absentee voting, the display or distribution of any 

advertising material intended to influence a voterõs decision regarding a candidate or question on the 

ballot for that election is prohibited within the clerkõs office and on public property within 250 feet 

of the entrance to the building in which the clerkõs office is located. 

https://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=2aa9f89e2184e87d30e1385d9d518e13&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5b21-A%20M.R.S.%20%a7%20753-B%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=3&_butInline=1&_butinfo=5%20MECODE%2090-B&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=2&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVzb-zSkAB&_md5=eac481f349afe230dfca5a9a1a5acbab
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This subsection does not apply to the display or distribution of any campaign advertising material on 

private property that is within 250 feet of the entrance to the building in which the clerkõs office is 

located. 

This subsection does not apply to campaign advertising material on automobiles traveling to and 

from the municipal office or parked on municipal property while the occupants are visiting the 

municipal office to conduct municipal business.  It does not prohibit a person who is at the municipal 

office for the purpose of conducting municipal business or for absentee voting from wearing a 

campaign button when the longest dimension of the button does not exceed 3 inches. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 762 (2008) provides: 

Irregularities disregarded 

An absentee ballot may not be rejected for any immaterial irregularity in completing the application 

or affidavit on the return envelope.  The following information must be on the envelope for the 

ballot to be accepted: 

1. NAME AND ADDRESS.  The voterõs name and residence address typed or written in ink by the 

clerk in the designated section of the return envelope; 

2. SIGNATURE.  The voterõs signature; and 

3. REPEALED.  Laws 1991, c. 466, § 34. 

4. WITNESS SIGNATURES.  The witness or other certifying officialõs signature, when required. 

RETURNING AND CASTING AN ABSENTEE BALLOT:  

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 755 (2008) provides: 

Deadline 

In order to be valid, an absentee ballot must be delivered to the municipal clerk at any time before 

the polls are closed. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 754-A (2008)  provides: 

Method of voting 

Except as provided in section 753-B, subsection 8 and section 753-C, the method of voting by 

absentee ballot is as follows. 

1. BALLOT DELIVERED TO VOTER OR IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBER.  When a voter or an 

immediate family member of a voter obtains a ballot from the clerk in person or by mail and returns 

that ballot to the clerk in person or by mail and receives no assistance in marking the ballot, the 

following procedures apply. 
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A. The voter shall mark that ballot according to section 691 or 

692 so that it is impossible for anyone present at the time to see 

how the voter voted. 

B. While the voter is marking the ballot, there may be no 

communication between the voter and any other individual as to 

the person or question for which the voter is to vote. 

C. After the voter has completed marking the ballot, the voter 

shall then seal the ballot in its return envelope and complete the 

affidavit on the envelope.  No notary or witness certification is 

required. 

D. The voter or an immediate family member of the voter shall 

then mail or deliver in person the sealed envelope containing the 

voted ballot to the clerk of the municipality of which the voter is 

a resident.  The voter shall send a completed voter registration 

or absentee ballot application, if necessary, in a separate 

envelope. 

E. If an immediate family member of the voter returns an 

absentee ballot that was requested by the voter or another 

immediate family member of the voter, in writing or in person, 

the clerk shall accept the ballot.  The clerk shall have the 

immediate family member who returned the ballot sign the 

application or written request and shall indicate that the ballot 

was returned by that person. 

2. BALLOT DELIVERED BY 3RD PERSON OR RETURNED BY 3RD PERSON.  When a ballot is 

delivered to the voter by a person other than the clerk or an immediate family member of the voter 

or is returned to the clerk by a person other than the voter, the clerk or an immediate family 

member of the voter and the voter receives no assistance in marking the ballot, the following 

procedures apply. 

A. The voter must mark the ballot in the presence of the 

following witness or witnesses: One notary public, clerk of a 

municipality or clerk of courts or 2 other individuals.  The voter, 

before marking the ballot, must show it to the witness or 

witnesses who must examine it to be certain it is unmarked. 

B. While the voter is marking the ballot, there may be no 

communication between the voter and any other individual as to 

the person or question for which the voter is to vote. 

C. The voter must mark the ballot according to section 691 or 

692 so that it is impossible for anyone present at the time to see 

how the voter voted.  The voter must then seal the ballot in its 

return envelope and complete the affidavit on the envelope in 



 

    

September 24, 2008 

 

 

108 

the presence of the witness or witnesses, who shall sign the 

witness certification. 

D. The voter must then complete the address on the envelope 

and mail or deliver it personally or by the 3rd person who was 

designated in the application to the clerk of the municipality of 

which the voter is a resident.  The voter must send a completed 

voter registration or absentee ballot application, if necessary, in a 

separate envelope. 

3. ASSISTANCE IN READING OR MARKING BALLOT.  A voter who is unable to read or mark 

the ballot because of the voterõs physical disability, illiteracy or religious faith must vote according to 

the procedures in this subsection instead of the procedures in subsection 1 or 2. 

A. A voter who needs assistance may request another person, 

other than the voterõs employer or agent of that employer or 

officer or agent of the voterõs union, to assist the voter in 

reading or marking the ballot. 

B. The voter or the aide must mark the ballot in the presence of 

one of the following witnesses: Notary public, clerk of a 

municipality, clerk of courts or another individual. 

C. The voter or the aide, before marking the ballot, must show 

it to  the witness who must examine it to be certain it is 

unmarked. 

D. While the voter or the aide is marking the ballot, there may 

be no communication between the voter and any individual, 

other than the aide who must mark the ballot as the voter 

indicates, as to the person or question for which the voter is to 

vote. 

E. The voter or the aide must mark the ballot according to 

section 691 or 692 so that it is impossible for anyone else 

present to see how the voter voted, then seal the ballot in its 

return envelope.  The voter, or the aide at the voterõs request, 

shall complete and sign the affidavit in the presence of the 

witness, who shall sign the witness certification.  The aide must 

complete and sign the certification for aides on the outside of 

the envelope. 

F. The voter or the aide must then complete the address on the 

envelope and mail or deliver it personally or by the 3rd person 

who was designated in the application to the clerk of the 

municipality of which the voter is a resident.  The voter must 

send a completed voter registration or absentee ballot 

application, if necessary, in a separate envelope. 
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ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 753-B(8) (2008)  provides: 

8. ABSENTEE VOTING IN PRESENCE OF CLERK.  A person who wishes to vote by absentee 

ballot may, without completing an application, vote by absentee ballot in the presence of the clerk.  

The method of voting is otherwise as prescribed in this article.  After the person has voted, the 

clerk shall sign the affidavit on the return envelope as a witness, indicate on the envelope that the 

voter voted in the presence of a clerk and ensure that the affidavit on the return envelope is 

properly completed by the voter.  For the 45 days preceding an election, during the hours when the 

clerkõs office is open and may be conducting absentee voting, the display or distribution of any 

advertising material intended to influence a voterõs decision regarding a candidate or question on the 

ballot for that election is prohibited within the clerkõs office and on public property within 250 feet 

of the entrance to the building in which the clerkõs office is located. 

This subsection does not apply to the display or distribution of any campaign advertising material on 

private property that is within 250 feet of the entrance to the building in which the clerkõs office is 

located. 

This subsection does not apply to campaign advertising material on automobiles traveling to and 

from the municipal office or parked on municipal property while the occupants are visiting the 

municipal office to conduct municipal business.  It does not prohibit a person who is at the municipal 

office for the purpose of conducting municipal business or for absentee voting from wearing a 

campaign button when the longest dimension of the button does not exceed 3 inches. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 753-C (2008)  provides: 

Absentee ballots for program participants in Address Confidentiality Program  

Any registered voter who is certified by the Secretary of State as a program participant in the 

Address Confidentiality Program pursuant to Title 5, section 90-B is entitled to receive an absentee 

ballot for every election during the period of the voterõs participation in the program. The clerk shall 

mail the absentee ballot to the voter at the voterõs designated address as soon as possible after the 

regular ballots are available in the municipality.  The voter shall mark the absentee ballot in 

accordance with the procedures set forth in section 754-A and shall return the ballot to the 

registrar in the manner provided in section 754-A, except that the voter may sign the voterõs voter 

code under the Address Confidentiality Program on the absentee ballot envelope instead of the 

voterõs name. 

CASTING A BALLOT ON ELECTION DAY AFTER HAVING PREVIOUSLY 

REQUESTED AN ABSENTEE BALLOT : 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 759 (2008) provides: 

Counting procedure 

2. ACCEPTED IF CORRECT.  If the warden finds that the affidavit is properly completed, that the 

clerk has verified that the signature on the envelope matches the signature on the application where 

applicable, that the person is registered and enrolled where necessary, the warden shall then 

examine the incoming voting list to determine whether the voter voted in person at the election.  

The warden shall then announce the name of each absentee voter who has not voted at the election 

https://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=2b1bd6cda4e21da86979f95b2cc4db38&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5b21-A%20M.R.S.%20%a7%20753-C%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=2&_butInline=1&_butinfo=5%20MECODE%2090-B&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVzb-zSkAB&_md5=2679856402c20b31457b3a33d6c2496d
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and remove each ballot from its envelope without destroying the envelope or unfolding the ballot.  

After having an election clerk from a political party different from that of the warden mark the 

letters òAVó beside the name of each absentee voter on the incoming voting lists and place a check 

mark or horizontal line in red ink on the list beside the voterõs name, the warden shall accept the 

ballot. 

3. REJECTED IF INCORRECT.  The warden shall not open the envelope and shall write òRejectedó 

on it, the reason why and his initials if he finds that: 

A. The signatures do not appear to have been made by the same 

person and the discrepancy is not the result of the voterõs having 

obtained assistance under section 753-A, subsection 5 or section 

754-A, subsection 3, in cases where an application is required; 

B. The affidavit is not properly completed; 

C. The person is not registered or enrolled where necessary; 

D. The voter has voted in person; or 

E. The ballot was received by the clerk after the deadline. 

ASSISTANCE WITH ABSENTEE VOTING : 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 753-A(5) (2008)  provides: 

5. ASSISTANCE TO CERTAIN VOTERS.  A voter who is unable to read, sign or complete an 

application because of physical disability, illiteracy or religious faith may request another person, 

other than the voterõs employer or agent of that employer or an officer or agent of the voterõs 

union, to assist the voter in reading, signing or completing the application .  If an aide assists a voter 

by reading or signing the application, the aide shall complete and sign the certificate on the 

application stating that the aide has assisted the voter. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 754-A(3) (2008)  provides: 

3. ASSISTANCE IN READING OR MARKING BALLOT.  A voter who is unable to read or mark 

the ballot because of the voterõs physical disability, illiteracy or religious faith must vote according to 

the procedures in this subsection instead of the procedures in subsection 1 or 2. 

A. A voter who needs assistance may request another person, other than the voterõs employer or 

agent of that employer or officer or agent of the voterõs union, to assist the voter in reading or 

marking the ballot. 

B. The voter or the aide must mark the ballot in the presence of one of the following witnesses: 

Notary public, clerk of a municipality, clerk of courts or another individual. 

C. The voter or the aide, before marking the ballot, must show it to the witness who must examine 

it to be certain it is unmarked. 
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D. While the voter or the aide is marking the ballot, there may be no communication between the 

voter and any individual, other than the aide who must mark the ballot as the voter indicates, as to 

the person or question for which the voter is to vote. 

E. The voter or the aide must mark the ballot according to section 691 or 692 so that it is 

impossible for anyone else present to see how the voter voted, then seal the ballot in its return 

envelope.  The voter, or the aide at the voterõs request, shall complete and sign the affidavit in the 

presence of the witness, who shall sign the witness certification.  The aide must complete and sign 

the certification for aides on the outside of the envelope. 

F. The voter or the aide must then complete the address on the envelope and mail or deliver it 

personally or by the 3rd person who was designated in the application to the clerk of the 

municipality of which the voter is a resident.  The voter must send a completed voter registration or 

absentee ballot application, if necessary, in a separate envelope. 

SECTION V ðABSENTEE VOTING FOR  OVERSEAS AND MILITAR Y 

VOTERS 

GENERALLY : 

Information on the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act can be found on the 

Federal Voting Assistance Program Website: http://www.fvap.gov/index.html  

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 777-A (2008)  provides: 

Registration and enrollment 

Uniformed service voters or overseas voters may register or enroll at any time by completing a 

federal or state voter registration application form and filing it with the registrar.   

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 778 (2008) provides: 

Duty of registrar 

On receipt of an application under section 777-A, the registrar shall register the applicant, unless it 

appears that the applicant is not qualified.  If the applicant is not qualified, the registrar shall notify 

the applicant of the reason for rejection of the application. 

1. MEMBER SPECIALLY DESIGNATED.  The registrar shall designate a uniformed service voter in 

the central voter registration system with the letter òSó. 

2. OVERSEAS VOTER SPECIALLY DESIGNATED.  The registrar shall designate an overseas voter 

in the central voter registration system with the letter òOó. 

 ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 752(1) (2008)  provides: 

1. ABSENTEE BALLOTS TO BE IDENTICAL.  Absentee ballots must be identical to the regular 

ballots used at an election, except as provided in paragraph A for uniformed service voters or 

overseas voters. 

http://www.fvap.gov/laws/uocava.html
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A. At least 3 months before the election to which they pertain, 

the Secretary of State shall furnish each municipality with a 

reasonable number of blank write-in absentee ballots for use by 

uniformed service voters or overseas voters who have met the 

qualifications in section 751.  These ballots must be similar to 

regular ballots, except that no candidate names may be printed.  

The Secretary of State shall prepare a ballot listing all offices to 

be selected with a space after each office to write in the voterõs 

preference.  The  Secretary of State shall design the form of the 

ballot, including any instructions to the voters in marking the 

ballot. 

B. The Secretary of State shall provide a reasonable number of 

absentee ballots for township residents who are registered or 

enrolled in a municipality outside their electoral divisions under 

section 156.  These ballots must contain the names of the 

nominees or candidates for offices in the electoral divisions in 

which the voters reside. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 780 (2008)  provides: 

Absentee ballots; application 

A uniformed service voter or an overseas voter may request an absentee ballot as provided in 

section 753-A or by submitting a federal application or form requesting an absentee ballot.  With 

respect to any election for federal office, a clerk may not refuse to accept or process any otherwise 

valid voter registration application or absentee ballot application submitted by a uniformed service 

voter or an overseas voter on the grounds that the voter submitted the application more than 3 

months before the election for which the application will be used.  An application or request for an 

absentee ballot for a uniformed service voter or overseas voter that is accepted pursuant to section 

753-A remains valid through the next 2 regularly scheduled general elections for federal office and 

entitles the voter to receive absentee ballots for all elections during that period.   

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 752-A (2008)  provides: 

Federal absentee ballot 

The federal write-in absentee ballot may be used in primary, general and special elections for state 

and federal offices by uniformed service voters or overseas voters who are qualified pursuant to 

section 751. 

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 780-A (2008)  provides: 

Use of blank write-in absentee ballot 

Prior to the time when regular absentee ballots are available, if an applicant requests a blank write-in 

absentee ballot or indicates that it takes more than 6 weeks to receive and return mail to the 

applicantõs location, the clerk shall send a blank write-in absentee ballot to the voter.  Once the 

regular absentee ballots become available, the clerk shall issue a regular absentee ballot in response 
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to any request under this section.  If the clerk has issued a blank write-in absentee ballot to a voter 

before the regular absentee ballots become available, the clerk may send a regular absentee ballot to 

the voter, following the procedures for issuing a 2nd absentee ballot under section 753-B.  

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 781-A (2008)  provides: 

Absentee ballot application; procedure on receipt 

Upon receipt of an application, written request or telephone application for an absentee ballot that 

is accepted pursuant to section 753-A, the clerk shall immediately issue an absentee ballot and 

return envelope by mail or in person to the applicant or to the immediate family member or to a 

3rd person designated in a written application or request made by the voter.  The clerk shall type or 

write in ink the name and the residence address of the voter in the designated section of the return 

envelope.  The Secretary of State shall provide a return envelope which moves free of postage 

under federal law.   

ME. REV. STA T. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 782 (2008) provides: 

Absentee ballots; procedure on return 

On receipt of a return envelope apparently containing an absentee ballot, the clerk shall follow the 

procedures for regular absentee voting under this subchapter.   

SECTION VI ðVOTING AND ELECTION DAY INFORMATION  

 ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 626(2) (2008)  provides: 

2. CLOSING TIME FIXED.  The polls must be closed at 8 p.m. on election day, except in 

municipalities of population less than 100 which may close the polls after all registered voters have 

voted. 

A. The warden shall give all voters present at the voting place at 

closing time the opportunity to vote.  Any person who arrives at 

the voting place after the time for closing the polls has passed 

may not vote. 

 ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 671 (2008) provides: 

Voting procedure 

The voting procedure is as follows. 

1. NAME ANNOUNCED.  A voter who wishes to vote must state the voterõs name and, upon 

request, residence address to an election clerk who shall announce the name in a loud, clear voice. 

2. ENTERS GUARDRAIL ENCLOSURE.  The election clerk in charge of the incoming voting list 

shall place a check mark or a horizontal line, in red ink, on the list beside the voterõs name and allow 

the voter to enter the area enclosed by the guardrail. 


