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STATE AND LOCAL ELEC TION OFFICIALS

THE CHIEF ELECTION OFFICER OF THE STATE

The Chief Eleiion Officer of the State of Maine is the Secretary of State.

For more information about the Bureau of Corporations, Elections and Commissions, see
http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/

MUNICIPALITIES

A. Registrar

Thereis a registrar in each municipality

The registrar must be a citizen of the United States, a resident of the State and at least 18 years

of age.[Maine Revised Statutes, Title-21 §101(1)

The registrar may not hold or be a candidate for any stateal@r county office, or be an
officer of a municipal, county or state party committee, and the registrar may not be an
employee of a party or candidat¢g 101(1)

The registrar keeps the central voter registration system current at all times for thergah
the registrafs municipality. §161(2A)]

The municipal officers of each municipality shall appoint in writing a qualified registrar of voters

by JBnuary 1st of each oddumbered year[§101(2)]

The registrar shall serve for two years and liatisuccessor is appointed and sworn. The
municipal clerk may be appointed to serve as registrar, but the term of the clerk has no effect
on the term of the registrar. If the clerk is not appointed as registrar, then the registrar must
appoint the clerkas a deputy registrar and the clerk shall have the same authority as the
registrar to make determinations of voter eligibility and to perform the regigdrduties of

voter registration. §101(2 )]

Before assuming the duties of office, the registrar nmessworn and the oath recorded

[§101(3)]

When there is a vacancy in the office of registrar, the municipal officers shall appoint a qualified

person to fill the vacancy for the remainder of the term of office. If the municipal officers fail to
appoirt a registrar to fill the vacancy within fifteen days after the municipal officers receive

notification of the vacancy, the municipal clerk shall appoint a qualified person to fill the vacancy

for the remainder of the term of office[8 101(8)]

Whenamenmber of
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registrar shall instead appoint a deputy to whom the municipality shall pay all associated costs
for the duration of the thapapacity[881(10)le mpor ary

The registrar must attend a training session that is approved by the Secrdt&tate at least
once every twoyears in regard to the conduct of voter registratidigl01(9)]

Municipal Clerk

The clerk of the municipality is éhsupervisor of all electiong8505]

The clerk of the municipality has the following duties:

o0 Administer the absentee voting procedures;

o Instruct election officials on election laws and procedures prior to Election Day;
o Coordinate and schedule electimfficials to work at the polls on Election Day;

0 Make arrangements in advance of Election Day for poll watchers, petition circulators and
others who requesto be present at the polls;

o Prepare and deliver to and from the polls all election equipmentraaterials, including the
ballots;

0 Advise the warden on election laws and procedures on Election Day;

0 Report the return of votes cast and other voter registration or election information to the
Secretary of State;

o0 Notify the Secretary of State dhe names of the clerk and any deputy or assistant clerks
within 10 days after the official is elected or appointed and sworn by revising the election
official information listing within the central voter registration system;

0 Attend a training session that approved by the Secretary of State at least once every two
years in regard to the conduct of elections (the Secretary of State shall encourage
municipalities to provide training biennially to all election officials); and

o Perform any other duties requid for conducting an election[§ 505(1)-(8)]

Warden

In a city, the selection, term of office, compensation and partial duties of wardens and ward
clerks are determined by the city charter§ $01(1)] Ina town, with the approval of the

municipal officers, the clerk of the municipality shall appoint a warden and may appoint one or
more deputy wardens to assist in the duties on Election .Di&501(2]

A warden, ward clerk or any deputy warden may notde officer of a municipal committee of a
political party. The warden, ward clerk and deputy wardens must be registered voters of the
municipality, except when a nonresident clerk is acting as either warden, ward clerk or deputy
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warden. Before assumine duties of office, the warden must be sworn by thenicipaklerk
and the ward clerks or deputy wardens must be sworn by thenicipaklerk or the warden.
[8501(3)]

The division of a town or ward into voting districts terminates the office of electdficials
previously appointed from such town or wardg8631(2)] In such case, at least ten days before
the election, the municipal office shall appoint a wardeaward clerk (in a city) and at least

two election clerks for each new voting placeeated by the division. §[631(3)]

In the event of a vacancy in the office of warden or in the absence or incapacity of the warden,
the ward clerk may perform the duties of the warden. A vacancy in the office of ward clerk may
be filled by an election dlke appointed by the warden. When a ward clerk is elected in a

partisan election, an election clerk appointed by the warden must be enrolled in the same
political party as the ward clerk and shall serve as ward clerk pro te®02]

Ward clerks or deputywardens shall perform the duties of the warden when necessary and may
not replace election clerks.8501(3)]

A wardenhas the followingpowers andduties:

o To enforce the law governing voting and counting procedures at the voting place over which
he ha jurisdiction on Election Day

0 To keep order at all times in and around the voting place;

o Todirect that any person who creates a disturbance or otherwise violates the law at the
voting place be removed from it and, if necessary, confined until the grellslosed;

o Torequest a peace officdéo remove, confine or arrest a person who creates a disturbance
or otherwise violates the law at a voting place; and

0 To supervise and control the election clerks at the voting placeassign their duties for
convenence and efficienggndto delegate ministerial duties to thenj§ 662(1)(3)]

D. Additional Rules for Unorganized Townships

The procedures for establishing a voting place in unorganized townships is as follows:

The commissioners of each county may provigtecontract with a municipality to provide a
voting place in any unorganized township in toeinty where all residents of unorganized places
entitled to vote in municipalities near the townshipay cast their ballgtfor all state and

national electiondncluding primary elections.8 p32(1)(A)]

The registrar of the contracting municipality shall designate the voters as township voters in the
central voter registration system and shall include their names on the incoming voting list for
the contractingmunicipality [§632(1)(B)]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. @1-A, 8101, 161, 501, 502, 505, 631, 632, §8208)
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PRECINCT ELECTION OFFICIALS, a.k.a. POLL WORKERS

A.

Election Clerks

Election clerks shall attend the vog places for which they are appointed at each election
during the time the polls are open or during the counting of the ballots after the polls close, as
required by the terms of their appointment. They are under the direction of the warden and
shall agst the warden as requested 8 $03(8)]

The municipal officers shall consider persons nominated by the munpaly or state

committees of the major parties to serve as election clerks. The municipal officers shall appoint
at least one election cl&rfrom each of the major parties to serve at each voting place during

the time the polls are open. [803(2)(A)] The municipal officers shall appoint at least one
election clerk nominated by the municipal committee of a qualified minor party represented

the last general election ballot for each voting place at the comn@ttegjuest. §503(2)(B)]

The municipal officers shall also appoint a sufficient number of election clerks to serve as
counters after the polls close. The election clerks must bested so that the number of
election clerks from one major party does not exceed the humber of election clerks from
another major party by more than one. B93(2)(A)]

In the event of a vacancy in election clerks, the municipal officers shall appeinatd election
clerks who may be called into servicE8503(3)] The municipal officers shall also appoint
election clerks in this manner to serve as counters after the polls clo§803(4)]

If a sufficient number of election clerks is not availablserve on Election Day, the municipal
clerk or the warden may appoint the necessary number of election clerks to fill the vacancies
When filling a vacancy, the municipal clerk or the warden shall first draw from the list of
alternates appointed and ke every attempt to appoint a person with the same enroliment
status as the person who vacated the positio8503(5)]

Before assuming the duties of office, election clerks are sworn by the municipal clerk or the
warden. B503(6)]

Where the division ofa town or ward into voting districts has terminated the office of election
clerks previously appointed, at least ten days before the election, the municipal officers shall
appoint at least two election clerks for each voting place created by the divig§681(3)]

Before assuming the duties of offitke election clerks must be sworn by the clerk who shall
record the fact of their having been sworng §31(4)]

Election clerks must be at least 18 years of age, registered to vote and a resident of the
municipality in which they will serve. The municipal officers of each municipality shall appoint
election clerks no later than May 1st of each general election year to serve at each voting place
during the time the polls are open and as counters aftergb#s close. A list of the election

clerks appointed by the municipal officers must be posted at each voting p&6631)]

The municipal officers may also consider persons who are 17 years of age to serve as student
election clerks for a specifidextion. A student election clerk may perform all the functions of
an election clerk. §503(2)(C)]
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¢ All nominations for election clerks must be submitted to the municipal officers no later than
April 1st of each general election year. If a municipahmittee of a major party fails to submit
a list of nominees to serve as election clerks, the municipal officers may appoint registered
voters enrolled in that party to serve as election clerk&5D3(2)]

¢ If the municipal officers are unable to appoirgudficient number of election clerks from
nominations from political parties, they may appoint any other registered voter, as long as the
balance between major political parties is maintained. The municipal clerk shall complete a form
provided by the See@tary of State when a registered voter changes party enrollment status in
order to be available to serve as an election clerk and to maintain a balance between the major
political parties and that election clerk participates in the counting of bal[@503(2)]

e An election clerk holds office for two years from the date of appointment and until a successor
is appointed and qualified, except that an election clerk who is appointed to represent a qualified
minor party represented on the last general electioallot holds office only for two years from
the date of appointment. §503(7)]

e Where a city charter provides for the election of two persons to assist the warden in receiving,
sorting and counting ballots, the persons elected under the authorityettiarter are
considered to be election clerks and each must represent a different major p&603[(9)]
e The following may not serve as election officials:
o An employee of a party or candidate;
0 A person having a direct pecuniary interest in the resila referendum question; or
0 A candidate or member of his immediate family, in the electoral division from which the
candidate seeks electiorg $04(1)}(3)] (This subsection does not apply to a candidate for
warden or ward clerk or the immediate family tife candidate for warden or ward clerk

nor to municipalities with a population of less than 508.504(3)])

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. @1-A, §503, 504, 631 (2008)

IV. TRAINING ELECTION OFFICIALS
A. Municipal Clerks
Municigal Clerks must attend a training session that is approved by the Secretary of State at least
once every two years in regard to the conduct of elections. In addition, the Secretary of State shall

encourage municipalities to provide training bienniallylitelaction officials [85057-A)]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. @1-A, §505 (2008)

LAWYERS’ COMMITTEE FOR

5
/ A National Campaign For
&2 FAIR EL September 24, 2008 @@ CIVIL RIGHTS

U N D E R L A W

www.nationalcampaignforfairelections.org



VOTER REGISTRATION

I. INFORMATION FOR REGISTRANTS

A. Eligibility

An individualmay register & vote upon proof to the registrar that he or she

is a citizen of the United States.

isat least Byears oldor forap a r prigné@ngelection or municipal caucus, will aeleast18
at the time of thenext generaklectiorn and

hasestablished and nrdairs a residence in the municipality wheregistering[8 111];

Residency

Residence is that place where the person has established a fixed and principal home to which the
person, whenever temporarily absent, intends to retufg 112(1)]

A National Campai
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Under this deihition, residence is something that a person estabsisghebehavior tending to
prove intent

While the definition includes the pers@nintent to returnd to a residence, it makes it clear

that the residence must in fact exist, and the person must hatebéished it as a fixed and

principal home.

The law does not definéfixedd or dprincipab or chomeo

In most cases, a person has only one place where her or she resides, making residency easy for
the registrar to determine. However, determining residgrimecomes more difficult when a

person owns or rents a dwelling in more than one municipality.

Persons aged 17 who will become 18 in time for the next election may conditionally register.
[8155]

No one may register to vote in more than one place at ttare time. When completing a
voter registration application, the voter must provide an address where he or she was
previously registered, or if never previously registered, must waitened in the space

provided.

The registrar may consider the followirigctors in determining whether a person has
established and maintains a voting residence in the municifality?]

o A direct statement of intention by the person (@&oathd);
0 The location of any dwelling currently occupied by the person;

o The place whee any motor vehicle owned by the person is registered,;
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o The residence address, not a post office box, shown on a current income tax return;
0 The residence address, not a post office box, where the person receives mail,

0 The residence address, not a podtioe box, shown on any motor vehicle operaéticense
or hunting or fishing license the person holds;

0 The receipt of any public benefit conditioned upon residency; or
o Any other objective facts tending to indicate a per@oplace of residence[§112(1)]
Student Eligibility

A student does not gain the righo vote in a municipalitgimply by attending a schoolfimat
municipality [Maine Constitution, Article 8,1]

Studentamust register irthe municipaliesin which theyreside, which might ndbe where they
attend schoal

The following items should be kept in mind when determining residency for a college student:

e A person does not gain or lose a residence solely because of the pirgmsence or absence
while a student in any institution oddrning. This may not be construed to prevent a student at
any institution of learning from qualifying as a voter in the municipality where the student
resides while attending that institutiog 112(7)]

e A person does not lose his or her residence by teongrily leaving home with the intent of
returning[8 1123)].

e A person carhave only one residence at any one tirf1122)]
Felony Conviction and Restoration of Voting Rights

A voter does not lose his or her right to vote because the voter has beemvazied of a crime.
Uniformed Services and Overseas Citizens

A person does not gain or lose a residence solely because of the piBrsmsence or absence

while employed in theiniformed service of the merchant marmef the United States or of the

Stateof Maine A member of the Armed Forces shall not be considered as having obtained an
established residence, by being stationed in any garrison, barrack or military place, in any city, town
or plantation [§ 112(7); Maine Constitution, Article 1§1].

A spouse of a member of theniformed service or the merchant marira active duty may have

the same voting residence as the memb&rmember of theuniformed service or the merchant

marinesmay establish residence atisorhesintenptolocate 6s r esi
there after leaving theniformed service or the merchant marisne[§ 112(11)].
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Incarcerated Persons

The residence of a person incarcerated in a correctional facility or in a county jail does not include
the municipality wherghe person is incarcerated unless the person resided in that municipality
prior to incarceration.

A person incarcerated in a correctional facility may apply to register to vote in any municipality
where that person has previously established a fixed aimtipal home to which the person intends
to return [8112(14)].

Citizens Living Outside the United States

A person qualified to register to vote who resides outside the United States and does not maintain a
fixed and principal home or other addressthre Statemay register using his or her last residence
address immediately before leaving the United Statekenrollby filing a federal postcard

application or an application designed by the Secretary of dig4]).

Persons Without Homes

A person mayhave a nontraditional residence, including, but not limited to, a shelter, park, or
underpass. A persdhresidency is not subject to challenge on the sole basis that the person has a
nontraditional residence.§[112(15)].

Source:Maine, Constitution, Article 1I, §;: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. ti21-A, §111, 112154 155
(2008)

B. Requesting Registration Applications

A person may register as a voter by appearing before the registrar, proving that he @ she
qualified and filing an application provided by the registrar containing an original signed voter
registration application122]. A persorwho resides outside the United States and does not
maintain a fixed and principal home or other address inSt&temay register byiling a federal
postcard application or an application designated by the Secretary of State

Applications for registration can be obtained from the Secretary of State, the Bureau of
Corporations, Elections and Commissions, the Bur®f Motor Vehicles, the Department dfealth
andHuman ServiceBureau of Family Independence, Bureau of HeBltineau of Rehabilitation,
uniformed service recruitment offices, public high schools and the offices of municipal clerks and
registrars. §181]

For more information on where to btain a voter registration card, voters magntact the Office
of the Secretary of Statdivision of Electionat (207) 6247650 or email
CEC.Elections@maine.gov.

Answers to many frequently asked questions abagistration can be found at the website of the
Secretary of State atww.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/
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Overseas and Uniformed Services Voters:

A person qualified to register who resides outside the Unitedt& and does not maintain a fixed

and principal home or other address in the State may register at the last residence address
immediately before leaving the United States and enroll by filing a federal postcard application or an
application designed byedtSecretary of State[§ 154]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. @1-A, §122, 154, 181 (2008)

C. Submitting Registration Applications

Registration Deadline

Registration applicationsy mailor by athid per son must be received in t
close of business on the 21saylbefore Election DayA person may registen personduring the
20 daysefore Election Day, and on Election D4§.121 (:A)]

Information Required when Reigigter

Voter registration applications must include identification. Voters must provide proof that they
meet the qualifications to votehive United States citizenshipi]l be 18 years old by Election Day
and reside in the municipality in which they areistgring). Fomew maitin applications, registrants
must submit a copy of a Maine dri&ticense or other valid photo ID, a current utility bill, bank
statement, paycheck or other government document that shows the tesme and address.

e New voters who havea valid Maine drivé licenseor Maine State ID must list thatumber, or

¢ New voters who do not have a valid Maine driéficenseor Maine State IDnustlist the last
four digits of their Social Security Number.

Voters who register irpersonatt he county registrards office with
present both identification and proof of residence. Voters who do not satisfy both requirements
are still entitled to cast a challenged ballo§ 11 (1A)]

Voters are not required tgproduce identification on Election Day when votingy.voter is required
only to state his or her name and, if requestedsidenceaddress (unless the voter is protected
under the Address Protection Program, in which case no address is requir€&8)67[1(1), 22(3)(A])

Political Parties

When a person registers, the registraiill ask whether or not the person wishes to enroll in a
political party. If the answer e, the registrarwill ask in which party the person wishes to
enroll. If the answer isnog, the registrarwill note on the enroliment portion of the application
that the person chose not to enroll in a political parti registrant is not requiredo enroll in a
political party. §141] The registrarwill not attempt to influence an apphnt in any aspect of the
enrollment procedure andvill not allow anyone else present to do so§ 141(1)]
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A voter who chooses not to enroll in a particular party may later enroll in a party by filing an
application with the registrar personally, by h@iotherwise, at any time, except that on Election
Day a voter must enroll in person.§[L42]

Submitting the Registration Application

e Regqistration by Mail More than 20 days before Election: DHye registrar shall accept
registrations on any businesaydor other day that the cler® office is open. Completed voter
registration cards may be hand delivered or mailed tbh e p @ows asfinedoscity hall, or
sent to the Secretary of StafeOffice at the following address:

Office of the Secretary oftste
Division of Elections
101 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333101

There is no cutoff date for registering to vote in person #te town office or city hall. I& personwants
to register to vote by mail, the cubff date is the close of businesa the 21st day before the Election
Day. That date is October 21, 2008 for the General Election.

e In Person Registration Within Twenty Days of Election DBlye registrar may accept the
registrations of applicants within 20 days of Election Day only asv®ll

0 A person who registers during the 20 days before Election Day or on Election Day shall
register in person and show proof of identity and residency. If satisfactory proof of identity
and residency cannot be provided to the registrar or deputy, teesprn® name will be
placed on the voting list and the person will cast a challenged ba8dR1(1A)].

o In a municipality with a population of more than 2,500, the registrar may accept registrations
on the last five business days that the c@&wiffce is open before Election Day during the
hours that the cler office is open and for two hours in the evening between 5:00 p.m. and
9:00 p.m. on at least one of these days (the hours may be changed by the municipal officers
according to the needs of theunicipality) [§122(6)(A)(2)]

o0 In a municipality with a population of 2,500 or fewer, the registrar may accept registrations
on the last business day that the cl@&bffice is open before Election Day during the hours
that the clerl& office is open[§122(6)(A)(1)]

The registrar shall, after finding an applicant qualified, record the names of voters registering by
attaching a certificate to the voting list or adding the voters name to the voting list or a
supplemental voting list. The voting l@mtsupplemental list will be delivered by the registrar to

the clerk before the polls are opened. The inclusion of a pe@&oame on these lists will

entitle the applicant to vote on Election Day8 122(7)]

e In Person Registration on Election Dayheregistrar shall accept registrations of applicants
who appear in person on Election Day. The registrar shall issue to each of these applicants a
certificate entitling the applicant to be placed on the voting list at the voting pl@cdy one
certificatemay be issued to a person. An applicant whose address has changed since the
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applicant last voted must vote at, or if voting by absentee ballot, using the ballot or ballots for
the new polling place, if applicable, on Election D&12p(4)]

e Reqistratim with Absentee Ballot Applicationlf the clerk receives a properly completed
absentee ballot application that is signed by a person who is not a registered voter in the
municipality, a presumption of the pergbmualification as a voter is establish¢g122(5)]

0 The clerk shall send an absentee ballot to the voter at the address indicated, along with a
voter registration application. The completed registration application must be returned to
the clerk by the close of the polls on Election Day and maybe sealed with the voted
absentee ballot[§122(5)]

o If the application is receiveduringthe 20 dayperiod before Election Day and the registrar
is not satisfied as to the pers@nqualification as a voter, the registrar shall place the
persor® nane on the voting list and challenge the absentee bal®1.22(5)]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. ®1-A, 822,121, 122, 141, 142.81.671 (2008)

D. Processing Applications
Generally

A person may register a& voter by appearing before the registrar, proving that he or she is
qualified and filing an application provided by the registrar containing an original signed voter
registration application122]. Except as described below, the registrar shall acapstrations
on any business day or other day that the ci®r&ffice is open§122(6)].

The registrar shall notify the applicant whether the application for registration is accepted or
rejected, and if accepted, shall place the name of the applicathieoroting list as soon as to she

has qualified. If the notice of acceptance is returned as undeliverable, the registrar must mark the
application rejected and send aw noticeindicating the rejection [§ 1222)]

The registrar shall, after findiram applant qualified, record the nanud the voter by attaching a
certificate to the voting list or adding the vot@rname to the voting list or a supplemental voting
list. The voting list or supplemental list will be delivered by the registrar tocleek before the
polls are opened. The inclusion of a per&name on these lists will entitle the applicant to vote
on Election Day [§122(7)]

A registered voter who moves to another state within thirty days before a presidential election
must not beremoved from the voting listintil after the election The voter may vote at that
presidential election in person or by absentee ball@113]

For more information and a sample  voter registration card, see the State of Maine
Voter Guide 200 8 at http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/votguid06.htm

Appeals

In a city or town that has a population of 5,000 or more, if a person disagrees with the decision of
the registrar of voters to cancel thatguson® registration in the central voter registration system or
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to reject that persord goter registration application, that person may appeal in writing to the
registration appeals board§ 103]

The registration appeals board consists of three membems; appointed by each of the major
political parties and one nominated by the clerk of the municipality and appointed by the municipal
officers. [§103(1)]

Upon receipt of a complaint by a person aggrieved by the decision of the registrar, the ctiar of
registration appeals board shall immediately fix a time and place for the board to meet for a prompt
hearing. The voter must be given written notice of the hearing at least 20 days in advance and must
have the opportunity to testify and to present wisses and other evidence at the hearing. The
hearing isle novo After a hearing, the board may affirm, modify or reverse the decision of the
registrar. [8 103(6)] The aggrieved person may appeal the decision of the board to the Superior
Court. A regstration appeals board may only act by unanimous or majority acti®a037)]

In amunicipalitythat does not have a registration appeals board, if a person disagrees with the
decision of the registrar to cancel that pergbmegistration in the centraloter registration system

or to reject that persor& voter registration application, the person may appeal in writing to the
municipal officers by filing a complaint. The municipal officers shall immediately fix a time and place
for a prompt hearing andhust give the voter at least 20 days notice of the hearifige hearing is

de nova After a hearing, the municipal officers may affirm, modify or reverse the decision of the
registrar. The aggrieved person may appeal the decision of the municipaisaffitee Superior

Court. [8163]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. @1-A, §103, 113, 122, 163 (2008)

E. Change of Residence and/or Name

Moves within a Municipality
A person whose namer residence address in a migipality which has voting districts does not
appear correctly on the incoming voting list on Election Day may not vote at any election until his

or her name or address is corrected§ 115(3)]

Voters may be able to complete a change of address formvaragk of Election Day online at:
http://www.maine.gov/portal/government/edemocracy/voterreg_form.html

When a vote® name is changed by marriage or other process of tawhen heor shemoves
within a municipality, the voter must give written notice to the registratieé new and former
names or addresses before the close of registrations prior to Election D&§29(1)] The registrar
shall correct the vote® nameor address on the central voter registration systend the incoming
voting list and the voter must then vote under the vot@rnew name or in the new district on
Election Day. §129@)]

In a municipality that has more than one voting district, if gevbas changed his or her address and
wishes to votes absentester the close of registratiarthe voter must send a written notice of his
or her new address along with the voi@rabsentee application notifying the registrar of the va@ter
new address A certificate containing the vot@& name and new address must be directed to the
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warden of the vote® new voting place to be attached to the incoming voting list on Election Day.
[8§129(2)]

If a voter fails to notify the registrar of a change of nameaddress before the close of

registrations, and the registrar has not already made the correction, the voter must appear before
the registrar on Election Day to have his or her address changed. The registrar shall issue a
certificate to the voter so thathe voter may cast a ballot. If the voter wishes to exercise the right
to vote, the voter must vote using the ballot or ballots for the new polling place, if applicable, on
Election Day. [8129(3), 661]

Except where the registrar has been notified thia¢ voter has registered in another municipality, if
the registrar has identified a voter as having a change of address, the registrar shall send the voter a
change of address confirmation notice at the v@dast known place of residence.

If avoter has moved within the municipal@yjurisdiction the registrar shall change the vofir

record to reflect the new address before sending the change of address confirmation notice. If a
voter has moved outside the municipa@ityurisdiction the registrarshall also include information

on voter registration procedures in the new jurisdiction§ 162-A(1)] If avoter confirms that he or
she has moved from the municipaditgy j u r, hissodHercnanie anay be canceled from the
central voter registratiorsystem. lfvoter fails to respond to the change of address confirmation
notice, heor she must be designated as inactivevoter who has been designated as inactive and
fails to vote in the next two general elections must be removed from the votsig If avoter who

is designated as inactive votes at any election prior to cancellation in the central voter registration
system, the inactive designation of th&ter must bechanged to active Address verification may be
requested at the polls beforallowing avoter designated as inactive to vote§ 162-A(2)]

Moves between Municipalities
A voter who moves from one municipality to another must register in the new municipality of residence in
order to be permitted to vot8.111(4)] The voter maggister in person with the registrar of the new
municipality on Election Day.

Moves between States
A registered voter who moves to another state within 30 days before a presidential election must
not be removed from the incoming voting lisThe voter mayvote at that presidential election in

person or by absentee ballot8[113]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. #1-A, §111, 113, 115, 129, 16R, 661 (2008)

F. Special Provisions for Township Residents

Registrationgnrollment and voting by the resident of a township are governed by the following
provisions:

1. Registration and enrollment. A township resident who lives in a township for which the county
commissioners have not established a voting place may registieenroll in anynunicipalitywithin
hisor her representative district or, if the voter lives in a portion of a township not easily accessible
to a municipalitywithin the representative district, the voter may register and enroll in a more
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convenientmunicipalitywithin or outside the county. The township resident may register and
enroll on Election Day. The registrar shall place the leti€é beside the vote®& name in the
central voter registration system and on the incoming voting li§t156(1)

2. Voting. The township voter may vote in the town in which the voter is registered in any election
for offices of or questions concerning the unorganized territory in which the voter resides. The
voter may not vote at a municipal election or on auar option question. If the voter registers in a
town outside the vote representative district, state senatorial district, county commissioner

district or county, the voter may vote for the offices of Representative to the Legislature, State
Senator orany county office by using a ballot obtained for such voter by the clerk in the municipality
where such voter is registered. §856(2), 606A]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. f11-A, 88156, 606A (2008)

[I. INFORMATION FOR THIRD PARTY REGISTRATION GROUPS
A. General Assistance with Registration and Other Election Documents
Assistance Generally

A person who is unable to sidms or hername because of a physical disability may use a signature
stamp or authorize another person to sign his or herbehalf on any application to register to vote
or to enroll or makeany changes to such applic&rgtatus [§153-A(1)] The person assisting the
applicant must prepare and sitire registration applicatigralong with an alternative regyiation
signature statement, at the applic@&ndirection, in the presence of the applicant and one
corroborating witness. The person assisting the applicant and the corroborating withess must be
registered to vote in theSate and may not be a candidatbe applicar employe or anagent of

that employer or an officer oagentof the applicar® union [8§153A(1)]

B. Restrictions regarding forms
Use of the National Registration Form

Maine accepts the National Registration Forhitp://www.longdistancevoter.org/maine

C. Registration Monitors

Anyone who wishes to monitor the names and addresses of persons who are registering at the
registra® office shall inform the registrar of that intent.

Anyone who wishes to monitor the names and addresses of persons who are registering at the
polling place shall inform the registrar clerk of that intent by submitting a written, signed
statement containing the proposed moniBmame, address and intent.

The registraror clerk may designate a place where a person monitoring registrations may stand.

A person monitoring registrations shall direct any questions the person has to the registctark.
Questions must be limited to information pertinent to the alifications of an individual to register.
A person monitoring registrations may not (1) ask questions of individuals waiting to register
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concerning their eligibility to vote; (2) handle or inspect registration cards, files or other materials
used by theegistrar orclerk except as directed by a court order; or (3) inhibit the work of the
registrar. A warden may request a reduction in the number of monitors if the work of a registrar
appears to be inhibited[8822,122(9)]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. ®1-A, 822,122, 153A (2008)

STATEWIDE VOTER REGISTRATION DATABASE:
MAINTENANCE AND REMOVAL OF VOTERS

A. Generally

The registrar shall prepare and keep a voter registration file containing the vogestration
documents for each voter on the voting list, containing an original, signed voter registration
application for each voter, with associated applications containing changes of name, address or
enrollment and any documentation concerning theseiappbns or the qualifications for the voter.
When the name of a voter is removed from the voting list, the registrar shall indicate on the&oter
registration documents the date that the voBmame was removed from the list and retain the
documents fotwo years. 8172 23(1) The registrar in each municipality shall keep the central
voter registration system current at all times for the voters in the regis&anunicipality [§161(2

Al

The registrar may not cancel a voter registration soledgdéuse the voter did not vote in previous
elections. §161(2A)] Each registrar must maintain a record of the names added to or removed
from the central voter registration system and the date the action was tak8A61(5)] The

records must includedts of the name and address of each person to whom an address confirmation
notice was sent and information as to whether each person responded to the mailing. Spedafically,
voter who hasmoved out of the municipality may be removidm the central voer registration
systemif the voter fails to respond to an address confirmation notice and the voter does not vote in
two generaklections after the notice is ser[g§ 162-A]

The registrar shall hold office hours as long as the polls are open on anjoBIBaty to correct any
error in the incoming voting list or central voter registration system that might otherwise deprive a
voter of his franchise. If the name or address of the voter was omitted by error from or placed
incorrectly on the voting list, tb registrar shall issue a certificate to him or her containing the
voter® correct name and address and directed to the warden of his or her voting place. The
registrar shall correct the name and address on the incoming voting list and the central voter
registration system. On receipt of the certificate, the warden shall allow the person named in it to
vote. [§661(1)]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. #1-A, §23,161, 172, 661 (2008)

B. Removal of Voter s

Generally

Once a voter is registered, the name of that voter may not be removed from the central voter
registration system except under the following circumstances: (1) at the written request of the
voter, (2) by death of the voter(3) by mental incapaty of the voter or (4) in connection with a
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voter registration list maintenance program voter& name may not be removed from the central
voter registration system later than 90 days prior to the date of a federal election, unless it is for
reasons (1)pr (2) listed above.See the National Voter Registration Aot 1993for more
information:http://www.usdoj.gov/crt/voting/nvra/activ_nvra.htm#prov

Marriage. If the registrar dermines that a voter has married, the registrar may not for that reason
alone remove the votds registration in the central voter registration system. The registrar may
send a notice inquiring whether, as a result of marriage, that @texme or addrss has been
changed. §128(3)]

Removal of Voters Who Have Changed Residence

If the registrar has identified a voter as having a change of address, a registrar shall send the voter a
change of address confirmation notice at the vé@tdast known place aksidence. [§16A(1)]

If a voter has moved within the municipadityurisdiction, a registrar shall change the v@eecord

to reflect the new address before sending the change of address confirmation notice. If the voter
confirms that he or she hamoved from the municipaliys | u r, hissodHHercnanie anay be
canceled in the central voter registration system. [§£62)]

The registrar shall keep a record of the names added to or registrations canceled in the central
voter registration system[8161(5)] The registrar may contact other municipalities within the
samerepresentative osenatorial district to determine whether voters are also registered in
another municipality. The registrar may also request from the clerk a list of the masridgaths
and other changes that took place since the last update of the central voter registration system.
The registrar shall use this list to update the central voter registration system accordingly.
[8128(2)]

Failure to Respond to Registrationr@atidn Notice

If the voter fails to respond t@ change of address confirmation notice, he or she must be
designated as inactive on the incoming voter list and the central voter registration system. A voter
who has been designated as inactive and falste for the next two general elections must be
removed from the voting list. [816&(2)]

If a voter who is designated as inactive votes at any election prior to cancellation in the central voter
registration system, the inactive designation of thegtgit on the voting list must behanged to

active Address verification may be requested at the polls before allowwaer designated as

inactive to vote. §162-A(2)]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. @1-A, §128, 161, 16A (2008)

C. Time Limits and Maintenance of Records

The registrar shall preparandkeep a voter registratioffile containing the voter registration
documents for each voter in the central voter registration system, arranged alphabeticttily last
name of each voter (with those enrolled in the Address Confidentiality Program noted only by their
voter code and included at the end of the alphabetized voter file). When a &ategistration is
canceled from the central voter registration $gm, the registrar shall indicate on the voter
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registration documents the date that the voteregistration was canceled and retain the documents
for two years, either in the same file, or in a separate fiEl72]

Saurce: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tR1-A, 8172 (2008)

D. Correcting the Registration List: Applications and Challenges

Correction to Incoming Voting List on Election Day he registrar shall hold office hours as long as
the polls are open on any Election Dayaorrect any error in the voting list or central voter
registration system that might otherwise deprive a voter of his franchiisthe name or address of
the voter was omitted by error from or placed incorrectly on the voting list, the registrar skalle

a certificate tothe voter containing ther o t eorréctsname and address and directed to the
warden of the vote® voting place. The registrar shall correct the name and address on the
incoming voting list and ithe cerral voter registration sysm. On receipt of the certificate, the
warden shall allow the person nhamed in it to vote, place a check mark next to the@atame on
the certificate and attach the certificate securely to the incoming voting li§t6g1(1)]

Hearings to remove votex If the registrar is in doubt as to the qualifications of a person to vote,
the registrar shall hold a hearing (after written notice to the voter at the last known address of the
voter of at least 20 days in advance. The voter must have an opportimigstify and present
witnesses and other evidence at the hearing. If the voter fails to offer satisfactory proof of
gualificatios to vote, either prior to or at the hearing, the registrar may cancel the vé@er
registration in the central voter registtion system. If the voter fails to appear at the hearing and
the registrar has proof that the voter does not meet the qualifications, the registrar may cancel the
voter® registration in the central voter registration system. The registrar shall nibigyoter, in
writing, of the action taken and advise the voter how he or she may appeal the re@istesision.

If the registrar cancels the vot@rregistration after the hearing and a municipal or state election
occurs before decisions on all appedle voter remains in the central voter registration system and
may cast a challenged ballot. 1{&1(4)]

Appealing a cancellation from the Voting List a city or town that has a population of 5,000 or
more, if a person disagrees with the decisiorthad registrar of voters to remove a hame from the
voting list or to refuse to place it on the voting list, that person may appeal in writing to the
registration appeals board8103]. In a town that does not have a registration appeals board, if a
persondisagrees with the decision of the registrar of voters to remove a name from the voting list
or to refuse to place it on the voting list, the person may appeal in writing to the municipal officers
of a municipality by filing a complaint. The municipfidexs must fix a date for hearing and give the
voter notice of the hearing at least 20 days in advance. The voter must have an opportunity to
testify and to present witnesses and other evidence at the hearing. The hearing is deTiw/o.
aggrieved pemn may appeal the decision of the municipal officers to the Supreme (8168].

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. #11-A, 8103, 161, 163, 661 (2008)
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POLLING PLACES AND P REPARATION FOR ELECT ION DAY

I. Preparation for Election Day
A. Voting Precincts

Voting districts may be established by the municipal officers after public notice and hearing held at
least ninety days befor@nelection. After such hearing, the municipal officers will file a certificate
defiring the limits of each district with the Secretary of State and shall publish it, at least thirty days
before Election Day, in at least one newspaper having general circulation in the municipality.
[§631(1)]

SourceME. REV. STAT. ANN. tiP1-A, §631 (2008)

B. Polling Places
General Information

Each polling place will include a guardrail constructed so that only those inside its enclosure can
approach within six feet of the ballot box and the voting booth§627@)] The ballot box must be
within view of the persons present and the voting booth must be arranged so that those outside the
guardrail enclosure can see who enters and leavesgi627(1)]

Municipalities must provide a polling place large enoughdw &t least one pollwatcher from each
party (which pollwatchers shall remain outside the guardr§)627(4)] The clerk, election officials
and not more than two voters in excess of the number of voting booths may be within the guardrail
enclosure. Tk warden may permit peace officers to be within the enclosure to enforce the law.

All other persons must remain outside of the enclosur&681(1)]

The location of polling places
Voters may find their polling places by calling titven office or city tall (contact information for all

municipal clerks is listed in Appendix B) otingsthe online Voter Information Lookup service at
http://www.maine.gov/portal/govern ment/edemocracy/lookup_polling_place.php

Information Made Available to the Public Prior to Election Day

Notice of the election shall be posted by the municipal clerk, in a conspicuous public place in each
voting district at least seven days immediatedfobe Election Daynd at each voting place on

Election Day The notice of election must contain the following items: a heading that sthtetice

of Electiord in bold type, the day, date and title of the election, the voting district designation,,if any
the name and location of the voting place, the opening and closing times of the polls and a list of the
offices and referendum questions for that electidf8 621-A, 622A]

A notice signed by the municipal clerk must be posted at least 7 days keémtion Day in the
same manner agescribed above in relation to the notice of the electiatating each specific time
that the clerk intends to begin processing absentee ballotBlection Day. The clerk shall notify
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the chairs of each political partyf the municipality, in writingyf the procedurethat is to occurin
relation to the absentee ballatsThis notice must be considered sufficient as long as it is mailed to
the last address of each municipal chair that is known to the c[8K59(7]

Votng Equipment

Each voting booth must have within it a pencil or marker without an eraser and a shelf on which a
voter may mark a ballot conveniently. An instruction poster to guide voters in replacing spoiled

ballots and correctly marking their ballotacluding the procedure for writén votes, must be

securely placed above the shelf to assist the voter. Each booth must have back and side panels large
enough to screen the voter from the observation of othel§ 629(3)]

In municipalities that have vot machines, the municipal officers must also provide sufficient voting
booths and paper ballots to ensure adequate voting facili{i@629(2)]

A voting machine used in the conduct of state elections must meet the following requirements,
among others:

e It must beconstructedso that each voter may vote in secrecy

e It must permit a voter to vote once and only once for each candidate and each question for
whom or on which the voter is entitled to vote;

e |t must prevent a voter from voting for more persoriier an office than there are offices to be
filled;

e |t must permit a voter to vote for a writein candidate;

e It must prevent a voter from voting for any office or upon any question for whom or on which
the voter is not entitled to vote;

¢ It must permita voter to change or retract a vote he has attempted to cast for any person, or
on any question, before his vote has been completed and registered; and

e It must be of an identical type approved by the Secretary of State and Attorney Geng8g&d2]

In a gneral election, the municipal officers of each municipality shall provide at least one voting
booth for each 200, or fraction exceeding 1/2 of that number, of the quaNfiddrs in each voting
place(not including voters who have been designated adiirgc [8629(1)]

In those municipal voting districts using voting machines, the municipal officers of each municipality
must provide at least one voting machine for each 450, or fraction exceeding 1/2 of that number, of
the voters qualified to vote atach voting place.§B811(4)]
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Additional Information for Unorganized Townships

The commissioners of each county may (or, upon the receipt of a petition signed by at least ten
personsqualified to vote in an unorganized township, must) provide or contvétt a municipality
to provide a voting place in any unorganized township in their county where all residents of
unorganized places entitled to vote may cast their ballots for all state and national elections,
including primary elections. §32(1)(A), 82(1)(D)]

The conduct of elections at that voting place shall be the same as in municipalities and all provisions
of the Maine Revised Statutes with respect to voting districts are applicable to that voting place.
[§632(1)(C)]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. ®1-A, 8621-A, 622A, 627, 629, 632, 68759,811, 812 (2008)

Polling Place Procedures During Voting
A. Hours of Operation and Protocols for Opening and Closing the Polling Place

Polls will open between 6:00 a.\and 9:00 a.m. (10:00 a.m. in municipalities with populations less
than 4,000) and will close at 8:00 p.m. (polls in municipalities with less than 100 people may close
before 8:00 p.m. if all registered voters have voted). All vopesent at thevotingplaceat 8:00

p.m. must be permitted to vote. Theunicipal clerlof each municipality shall determine the

opening time of the polls and such times will be posted a notice of the elecf®626]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit.-A1 § 626 (2008)

B. Protocol for Opening the Polling Place

Requirements fBollingHaceSetup

Before the polls are opened, the clerk shall deliver or have delivered the election materials marked
for each voting place to the warden at that voting pladée warden shall givéne clerk a receipt

noting the number of ballots received after the election officials have opened the boxes of ballots
and verified the contents.

At any time after the materials are received and before the polls are open, the clerk may open the
packages oboxes of election materials, break the seals on the packages not mébk#dtsp and

use the materials for instructional purposeghe election officials shall post one instruction poster

in each voting booth antivo instruction posters outside the gudrail where they are visible to

voters before they have votedThe election officials shall also pasto sets of sample ballots or

two sets of sample ballot labels for each ballot being used in that voting place, alobgavith

posters of the constitutinal resolutions and statewide referenda, outside the guardrail where they
are visible to voters.

No more than one hour before the opening of the polls, the warden shall break the seals on the
packages containing the ballots and distribute the ballotheceiection clerks in charge of them

s 20

LAWYERS’ COMMITTEE FOR

\h National Campaign For )
&7 FAIR ELECTIONS September 24, 2008 !!@ CIVIL RIGHTS

www.nationalcampaignforfairelections.org U N D E R L A W



The breaking of the seals on the packages containing the ballots is a public proceeding and any
member of the public may be present.

Before opening the ballots, the warden shall open the official ballot box, exanaing show

publicly that it is empty Immediately after examination, the warden shall lock the box and deliver
the key to the ward clerk who shall keep it until the polls are closédter the box has been

locked, it may not be moved until the polls acksed.

As soon asll ofthe dutiesdescribed aboveave been performed, the warden shall permit voting to
start. [§651]

The certified copies of the incoming voting list provided by the registrar and official ballot boxes
must be used exclusively at éaeoting place If it becomes impossible to use the official ballot box,
the warden shall direct the method by which voting is to procedthe warden shall record the
reason why the ballot box was not used and shall place an attested copy of this iadbed

package with the ballots casi§ 652]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. #1-A, 8651, 652 (2008)

Information Posted at Polling Locations
A. At every polling location, the following voting information must be posted:

The registrar shall post a certified copy of the incoming voting list for each voting district at the
voting place in that district before the polls are opened on Election D8%24(1)]

The election officials shall post one instruction frsn each voting booth and two instruction

posters outside the guardrail where they are visible to voters before they have voted. The election
officials shall also post two sets of sample ballots, along with two posters of the constitutional
resolutionsand statewide referenda, outside the guardrail where they are visible to voters.
[8§651(2)] An instruction poster advising prospective registrants and voters of their rights must be
conspicuously posted at the entrances to all polling places and vegéstration places.

[§605(3)JA)]

Sample ballots will be printed on paper of a distinctive color and willSSAWMPLE BALLGat the
top and will not have the state seal on it. The Secretary of State shall also prepare ballot
instructions in the Frenchahguage, to be printed on a separate sheet of paper that may
conveniently be attached to sample ballots. The Secretary of State shall furnish these ballot
instruction sheets upon request by the clerk of a municipali§6d3]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. @1-A, 8603, 605, 624, 651 (2008)
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IV. Who May Be Present at the Polling Place
A. Generally

Unless the voter requests assistance or is accompanied by a person 17 years old or younger, no one
may enter a voting bath with a voter. If the voter requests assistanamn election official

designated by the warden or aide requested by the voter may enter the voting booth with the

voter. [§681(3)]

A voter who is unable to read or mark his ballot because of physisabhility, illiteracy or religious
faith may request another person (including one or more election officials) other than the@oter
employer or agent of that employer or officer or agent of the vd#eunion, to assist the voter in
reading or marking théallot. The assistant may be under 18 years afdl need not be a registered
voter. [8672]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. #1-A, §672, 681 (2008)

B. Observers

Party workers and others may remain in the voting place outtfigeguardrail enclosure as long as
they do not attempt to influence voters or interfere with their free passage. If any person attempts
to influence voters or interfere with their free passage, the warden shall have such person removed
from the voting pace. §681(4)]

Pollwatchers are party workers who remain in the voting place outside the guardrail enclosure for
the purpose of viewing the voting process, keeping track of the voters who have voted or
challenging voters whose qualifications appearetinbquestion. $1(30-A)] At least one worker

from each political party will be allowed to remain outside the guardrail enclosure as a pollwatcher.
[§627(4)] Pollwatchers may remain in the voting place outside the guardrail enclosure as long as
they do not attempt to influence voters or interfere with their free passagg 682(2A)(A)]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit.-2A1 88 1, 627, 681, 682 (2008)

V. Polling Places: Conduct, Rules and Prohibitions on Intimidation and Deception of
Voters

A. Conduct At or Around the Polling Place
Permissible Conduct at Polling Places on Election Day

A candidate may attend the voting place and orally communicate with voters as long as the
candidate does not attempt to influence their veteA candidate may not state theame of the
office sought or request a persé@nvote. E682(2)]

Media representatives may conduct an exit poll, as long as they do not solicit voters until after the
voters have voted and do not orally communicate with voters in a way that influence®&s
vote. [8682(2A)(B)]
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Party workers and others may remain in the voting place outside the guardrail enclosure as long as
they do not attempt to influence voters or interfere with their free passagg&681(4)]

The warden may select and designatspecific location at the voting place, accessible and
observable by the voters, where the collection of signatures may take place. Persons collecting
signatures at the polls may make arrangements with the clerk prior to Election Day and with the
warden on Election Day. The warden may limit the number of persons collecting signatures to one
for each specific question, candidate or issue. Persons collecting signatures may not solicia voter
signature until the voter has completed voting. The ward®ay direct the removal of any person
collecting signatures who creates a disturbance or otherwise violates the law at a voting place.
[8§662(4)]

Nonpolitical charitable activities and other nonpolitical advertising may be allowed at the discretion
of the clerk if arrangements are made prior to Election Day. If arrangements are not made in
advance of the Election Day, the warden may, at the wasddiscretion, either allow or prohibit
nonpolitical charitable activities and other nonpolitical advewdisig 682(3)(B)]

ConducProhibited abollingHaces on Election Day

On public property within 250 feet of the entrance to the voting place as well as within the voting
place itself, a person may not:

¢ Influence another persd® decision regarding a cdddte or ballot issue; or
e Attempt to influence another persd® decision regarding a candidate or ballot isSEG8R(2)]

Except as otherwise provided (where a voter has requested assistance), within the voting place, a
person may not instruct another ithe method of marking the ballot.§682(1)]

If any person attempts to influence voters or interfere with their free passage, the warden shall have
the person removed from the voting place§ §81(4)]

Party workers or others may not use cellular phonesice pagers or similar devices to make
audible voice communication within the voting place to influence or attempt to influence another
persor® decision regarding a candidate or ballot issE68R(4)]

A person may not display advertising materglerate an advertising medium, including a sound
amplification device; or distribute campaign literature, posters, palm cards, buttons, badges or
stickers containing a candid&eaame or otherwise intending to influence the opinion of any voter
within 250 feet of the entrance to either the voting place or the regissanffice. The termdsound
amplification deviaeincludes, but is not limited to, sound trucks, loudspeakers and blowhorns.
However, advertising material on automobiles traveling to anthfthe voting place is not

prohibited and a person may pass out stickers at the voting place to be pasted on the ballot at a
primary election. A person who is at the polls solely for the purpose of voting may wear a campaign
button when the longest dimeirmn of the button does noexceed three inches.§[682(3]
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A person who knowingly engages in activities prohibited by this section commits a Class E crime.
[8§682(5)]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. @1-A, §662, 681, 682 (2008)
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ABSENTEEVOTING GENE RALLY

Absentee voting provides a means for qualified votersadie \if they are unable to go tthe polls
on election day.

Voting by absentee ballot
A. Who May Vote by Absentee Ballot

Absentee ballots may be caatany election by any voter who requests an absentee ballot. The
voter need not specify a reason to receive an absentee bdl®t51]

Requesting an absentee ballot
A. Deadlines for REQUESTING an absentee ballot

Applications for absentee ballotsay notbe furnished by the clerk to any person more thimee
months prior to the election. There is no deadline for requesting an absentee ballot, but if it is not
received back by the municipal clerk by the time the polls close, it will not count. In@udita

voter requests an absentee ballot but is not yet registered to vote, the municipal clerk must receive
the voter registration application ten days prior to the election in order for the absentee ballot to

be counted.[§755]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. @11-A, §755 (2008)

B. Information necessary to obtain an absentee ballot

By request, any time within three months before an election, the clerk shall furnish a reasonable
number of absentee ballot apgdtions to any person.§[753A(1)] A voter or immediate family
member may complete an application or make a written request for the ¥twn ballot by mail,

in person or by facsimile. The voter may also designate an immediate family membbirdr a

person to deliver the ballot on the vot@& behalf. § 753A(3)] A voter may also obtain an

application online atttp://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/absent.h#inperson who wishes to vote

by absentee ballot may, without completing an application, vote by absentee ballot in the presence
of the clerk. [§753(8)]

An application or a written request for an absentee ballot must be accepted by the clerk if it
contains the following informatn:

e Thevoter® name
¢ The voter® residence address or other address sufficient to identify the voter;

e The signature of the voter or the vot& immediate family member who is making the
application or written request;
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If an immediate family member is eithmaking the application or written request or is desighated in
the application or written request to deliver or return the ballot to the voter, then the family
relationship to the voter must also be provided; and

o If applicable, a different address to wihihe applicant requests the ballot be sent or delivered.
[8§753A(3-A)]

If the voter needs assistance, then in addition to the information required above, the following
information must be provided in order for the application or written request forarsentee ballot
to be accepted by the clerk

e The printed name and signature of the person who helped the voter; and,;

e A statement that the aide helped the voter by either reading or signing the application, or both.
[§753A(3-B)]

A voter who is unable taead, sign or complete an application because of physical disability,
illiteracy or religious faith may request another person, other than the \@®temployer or agent of

that employer or an officer or agent of the voi@runion, to assist the voter in egling, signing or
completing the application. If an aide assists a voter by reading or signing the application, the aide
shall complete and sign the certificate on the application stating that the aide has assisted the voter.
[§ 753A(5)]

If the voter wishes to have the ballot delivered or returned byhérd person, then in addition to the
information required above, the name of thidrd person must be provided in order for the
application or written request to be accepted by the clerkilfird person may only be designated in
an application or written request that is signed by the vote8.753-A(3-C)]

A voter may make a telephone application for the vd@eswn ballot In this case, the voter may

not designate an immediate family member ahiad person to deliver the ballot on the votés

behalf. A telephone application must be accepted by the clerk if it contains the®/otene, date of

birth, residence address or other address sufficient to identify the voter and, if applicable, a different
address to which the applicant requests the ballot be sent or deliverBuae clerk shall verify that it

is the voter who is requesting the ballot by <con
with the informati|@m3A4] the voterds record.

If the municipal clerk opts to accept absentee ballot applicationsrhgie a voter may make an
application for the voter's own ballot by-mail using the form designed or approved by the

Secretary of State. At least 120 days before any electilmniristered by the State, the clerk shall

notify the Secretary of State of the clerk's intention to accept absentee ballot applicationsay e

and of the email address used to accept the absentee ballot applications. The Secretary of State
shall poston its publicly accessible website a list of municipalities that have opted to accept absentee
ballot applications by-mail along with the @nail addresses and procedures for requesting an
absentee ballot by-mail. The voter may not designate an immaslfamily member or dhird

personto deliver the ballot on the voter's behalf. The clerk shall verify that it is the voter who is
requesting the ballot by confirming the voter's residence address and birth date with the information
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in the voter's record. The clerk shall print theena i | applicamaoh medquewsi 6eon

application.[§ 753-A(6)]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. @1-A, 8753A, 753B (2008)

C. Delivery of absentee ballots to voters who have requested to vote absentee

Upon receipt of an application, written request or telephone application for an absentee ballot that
is accepted, the clerk shall immediately issue an absentee ballot and return envelope by mail or in
person to the apptant or to the immediate family member or tothird person designated in a

written application or request made by the voter, except that the clerk does not have to issue a
ballot by mail to an address outside the municipality for a voter whose requesteegived on the

day beforeHection Day or to any voter whose request was received Bection Day. The clerk

shall type or write in ink the name and the residence address of the voter in the designated section
of the return envelope. § 753-B(1)]

The clerk may not deliver an absentee ballot to ahird person who is a candidate or a member of
a candidaté& immediate family. The clerk may not deliver to an immediate family member or to a
third person any absentee ballot requested by telephone. Téwk chay not issue more than five
absentee ballots to artird person designated in applications or written requests at any time.
[8§753B(2)]

A third person shall, unless good cause is shown, return an absentee ballot to th& office
within two busness days of the date that ballot was provided to thied person or by the close of
the polls on Election Day, whichever is earlier. The clerk shall infornthiid person of the
deadline for the return of the ballot. §[753-B(3)]

The clerk may issua secondabsentee ballot to an applicant if the applicant requests one and either
the applicant states good cause (i.e., loss of, spoiling of or damage to the first absentee ballot) or an
absentee ballot for the applicant that was furnished to a desigriaibel person was not returned

to the clerk® office within the time limit. §753-B(4)]

The clerk may also issuesgcondstate absentee ballot to a votérom whom the clerk has
received a return envelope apparently containing a State absentee hditat,the State has
provided the clerk with replacement ballots to reflect the removal of a cand@at@me or the
addition of a new candida®name or the correction of an error. When secondstate absentee
ballot is issued to a voter under this sedatiahe clerk must write the words®second ballot issued
on the return envelope. § 753-B(4)]

The municipal clerk shall designate one or more times durindthday period prior to an election
during which the municipal clerk shall be present in eackeLk licensed nursing homieevel Il
licensed residential care faciligndLevel llassisted housing prograimthe municipality for the
purpose of conducting absentee voting by residents of these facili8&a3[B(5)]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. @t1-A, 8§ 753 B (2008)
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D. List of Absentee Ballots and Confirmation of Registration

The clerk shall keep in the central voter registration system by marking the records therein, an
alphabetical list, by distti, of the persons who requested or were furnished absentee ballots and a
list of thethird persons designated in applications or written requests to whom absentee ballots are
sent or delivered.The list of absentee voters must include each voter's nassdence address,

voting district and party affiliation; the date and manner by which the ballot was requested, issued
and received; a notation of whether the application and the ballot were accepted or rejected; and a
place for the registrar to certifytte voter registration status of the absentee voters. The clerk must
also indicate on the list when the absentee voter is a uniformed service voter, overseas voter or
township voter. The clerk creates the list of absentee voters by marking the recordegistered

voters in the central registration systen©n Election Day, the clerk must annotate the list of
absentee voters to reflect all ballots that were received by the close of polls on Election Day
(including any ballots that were rejected and thes@as for such rejections) and must be made
available for public inspection. The clerk must sign and date each official printed copy of the list of
absentee voters that is created for public inspection, certifying that the list is a true and accurate list
of absentee voters for the applicable election. No additional certification is required by the registrar
of voters. The clerk shall also keep a list of th@rd persons designated in applications or written
requests to whom absentee ballots are sentdmlivered and of the number of absentee ballots sent
or delivered to them. This list atird person ballot carriers must include telephone numbers for
contacting thethird persons. [8§ 753-B(6)]

Within five business days after each election, the clerdlslpdate the central voter registration

system to include the changdsscribed in the paragraph abovighe clerk also must update the

central voter registration system to reflect any absentee ballots received after the polls have closed
on election dayy changing the rejection reason. When all updates have been made in the central
voter registration system, the clerk shall certify this to the Secretary of State and make a final list of
absentee ballots available for public inspectifi753-B(6)]

If the applicant is registered and enrolled when necessary, the ballot must be sent to the applicant.
If the applicant has registered and will attain 18 years of age on or before the date of the election,
the registrar or clerk shall so certify on the applice. If not, the registrar or clerk shall writénot
registerea or onot enrolled) on the face of the application and sign the regisérar clerk® name.
Whenever an application for an absentee ballot is denied, the municipal clerk shall immediately
notify the applicant in writing of the reason for the deniag 7p3-B(7)]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. @1-A, 8§ 753B (2008)

E. Rejected Absentee Ballots

An absentee ballot may not be rejected for any immiadarregularity in completing the application
or affidavit on the return envelope. The following information must be on the envelope for the
ballot to be accepted:

e The votet® name and residence address typed or written in ink by the clerk in the deeidn
section of the return envelope;

e The voter signature; and
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e The witnessor other certifying officia® signature, when required. [§762(H)]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. #1-A, §762 (2008)

Retur ning and casting an absentee ballot
A. Deadlines for RETURNING a completed absentee ballot

In order to be valid, an absentee ballot must be delivered to the municipal clerk at any time before
the polls are closed on Election Dayg 755]

For the 2008 Genaal Election, there is no specific deadline for requesting an application for the
absentee ballot.

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. @1-A, 8§ 755 (2008)

B. Casting the absentee ballot

When a voter or an immediate fanimember of a voter obtains a ballot from the clerk in person
or by mail and returns that ballot to the clerk in person or by maiid receives no assistance in
marking the ballot, the following procedures appl§ 754-A(1)]

e The voter shall mark that i@t so that it is impossible for anyone present at the time to see
how the voter voted

¢ While the voter is marking the ballot, there may be no communication between the voter and
any other individual as to the person or question for which the voter isdbe.

e After the voter has completed marking the ballot, the voter shall then seal the ballot in its
return envelope and complete the affidavit on the envelofN® notary or witness certification
is required

e The voter or an immediate family member of thieter shall then mail or deliver in person the
sealed envelope containing the voted ballot to the clerk of the municipality of which the voter is
a resident The voter shall send a completed voter registration or absentee ballot application, if
necessaryin a separate envelope.

¢ If an immediate family member of the voter returns an absentee ballot that was requested by
the voter or another immediate family member of the voter, the clerk shall accept the ballot
The clerk shall have the immediate farmigmber who returned the ballot sign the application
or written request and shall indicate that the ballot was returned by that person.

When a ballot is delivered to the voter by a person other than the clerk or an immediate family

member of the voteyor is returned to the clerk by a person other than the voter, the clerk or an

immediate family member of the voteand the voter receives no assistance in marking the ballot,
the following procedures apph8 754A(2)]

s 29

LAWYERS’ COMMITTEE FOR

\h National Campaign For )
&7 FAIR ELECTIONS September 24, 2008 !!@ CIVIL RIGHTS

www.nationalcampaignforfairelections.org U N D E R L A W



e The voter must mark the ballot in thpresence of the following witness or witnesses: either
one notary public, clerk of a municipality or clerk of courts or two other individuals. The voter,
before marking the ballot, must show it to the withess or witnesses who must examine it to be
certan it is unmarked.

e While the voter is marking the ballot, there may be no communication between the voter and
any other individual as to the person or question for which the voter is to vote.

e The voter must mark the ballot so that it is impossible foryane present at the time to see
how the voter voted. The voter must then seal the ballot in its return envelope and complete
the affidavit on the envelope in the presence of the witness or witnesses, who shall sign the
witness certification.

e The votermust then complete the address on the envelope and mail or deliver it personally or
by thethird person who was designated in the application to the clerk of the municipality of
which the voter is a resident. The voter must send a completed voter registrar absentee
ballot application, if necessary, in a separate envelope.

A person who wishes to vote by absentee ballot may, without completing an application, vote by
absentee ballot in the presence of the clerk. The method of voting is otherwiseeasrfbed in this
section After the person has voted, the clerk shall sign the affidavit on the return envelope as a
witness, indicate on the envelope that the voter voted in the presence of a,@derkensure that

the affidavit on the return envelops properly completed by the voter. For thdb days preceding

an election, during the hours when the cl&loffice is open and may be conducting absentee voting,
the display or distribution of any advertising material intended to influence a&@atecison

regarding a candidate or question on the ballot is prohibited within the @eyKice and on public
property within 250 feet of the entrance to the building in which the c@miffice is located.
[§753B(8)]

If a voter is certified by the Secretapf State as a participant in the Address Confidentiality

Program, then such voter is entitled to receive an absentee ballot for every election during the
period of the vote® participation in the program. The clerk shall mail the absentee ballot to the
voter at the votei® designated address as soon as possible after the regular ballots are available in
the municipality. The voter shall mark the absentee ballot as noted above and return it to the
registrar in the manner provided above, except that tleter may sign the voté voter code under

the Address Confidentiality Program instead of the v@erame on the absentee ballot envelope.
[8753C]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. #1-A, §753B, 753C, 754A (2008)

. Casting a ballot on Election Day after having previously requested an absentee ballot

A voter may vote in person on Election Day, even if the voter has requested an absentee ballot,
regardless of whether or not the absentee ballot was return®dhen the warden is undertaking
the counting procedures outlined below afidds that the affidavit is properly completed, that the
clerk has verified that the signature on the envelope matches the signature on the application where
applicable, that the persais registered and enrolled where necessary, the warden shall then

: 30
~‘ National Campai ! LAWYERS’ COMMITTEE FOR
&2 FAIREL! NS September 24, 2008 W@ CIVIL RIGHTS
www.nationalcampaignforfairelections.org H U N D E R L A W



examine the incoming voting list to determine whether the voter voted in person at the election.

The warden shall then announce the name of each absentee voter who has not voted atctienele

and remove each ballot from its envelope without destroying the envelope or unfolding the Héallot.

the voter has voted in person, the warden shal/l
it, the reason why and his initial$873(2)-(3)]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. @1-A, § 759 (2008)

. Assistance with absentee voting
A. Physical assistance with absentee voting

A voter who is unable to read or mark the ballot because of the v@@hysical disalii, illiteracy
or religious faith must vote according to the following procedul@si54-A(3)]

e A voter who needs assistance may request another person, other than the@aeployer or
agent of that employer or officer or agent of the vo&union, toassist the voter in reading or
marking the ballot.

e The voter or the aide must mark the ballot in the presence of one of the following withesses: a
notary public, clerk of a municipality, clerk of courts or another individddle voter or the
aide, bafre marking the ballot, must show it to the witness who must examine it to be certain
it is unmarked.

e While the voter or the aide is marking the ballot, there may be ho communication between the
voter and any individual, other than the aide who must nthkballot as the voter indicates, as
to the person or question for which the voter is to vote.

e The voter or the aide must mark the ballot so that it is impossible for anyone else present to
see how the voter voted, then seal the ballot in its return elope. The voter, or the aide at
the voterd request, shall complete and sign the affidavit in the presence of the witness, who
shall sign the witness certification. The aide must complete and sign the certification for aides
on the outside of the envefee.

e The voter or the aide must then complete the address on the envelope and mail or deliver it
personally or by thehird person who was designated in the application to the clerk of the
municipality of which the voter is a resident. The voter must sarabmpleted voter
registration or absentee ballot application, if necessary, in a separate envelope.

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. @1-A, 8753A, 754A (2008)
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ABSENTEE VOTING FOR OVERSEAS AND MILITARY VOTERS

Voting Absentee as a Uniformed Service Member or Overseas V  oter

The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Vaingeradly covers U.S. citizens (voters in the
military and overseas voters) who are absent from their place of residence, ptbihdse citizens
are otherwise eligible to vote.

Uniformed service voters or overseas voters may register or enroll in a party at any time by
completing a federal or state voter registration application form and filing it with the registrar.
[§777-A]

On receipt of an application, the registrar shall register the applicant, unless it appears that the
applicant is not qualifiedf the applicant is not qualified, the registrar shall notify the applicant of the
reason for rejectim of the application.The registrar shall designate a uniformed service officer in
the central voter registration system with the lett@S) and shall designate an overseas voter in the
central voter registration system with the lett&0.6 [8778]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. #1-A, §777-A, 778 (2008)

A. Deadline for REQUESTING an absentee ballot

A request may be madesprovided abovdor a regular absentee ballot by submitting a federal
application or form requesting an absentee ballgi.780]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. @1-A, §780 (2008)

B. Deadlines for RETURNING an absentee ballot from outside the U.S.
Same as for a regular absentee ballot.

C. Obtaining and casting your absentee ballot from out of th e country in the armed
services

At least three months before the election, the Secretary of State shall furnish each municipality with
a reasonable number of blank write absentee ballots for use by uniformed service voters or
overseas voters. These btk must be similar to regular ballots, except that no candidate names
may be printed. These ballots will be prepatiting all offices to be selectedth a space after

each office to write in the votds preference. § 752(1)]

A uniformed serviceroter or an overseas voter may request an absentee ballot or submit a federal
application or form requesting an absentee ballot. With respect to any election for federal office, a
clerk may not refuse to accept or process any otherwise valid voter regfisin application or

absentee ballot application submitted by a uniformed service voter or an overseas voter on the
grounds that the voter submitted the application more than three months before the election for
which the application will be used. An apption or request for an absentee ballot for a uniformed
service voter or overseas voter that is accepted remains valid through the next two regularly
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scheduled general elections for federal office and entitles the voter to receive absentee balldts for al
elections during that period. §[780]

The federal writein absentee ballot may be used in primary, general and special elections for state
and federal offices by uniformed service voters or overseas vot&g52-A]

Prior to the time when regular abseéee ballots are available, if an applicant requests a blankiwrite
absentee ballot or indicates that it takes more than six weeks to receive and return mail to the
applican® location, the clerk shall send a blank waitteabsentee ballot to the voterOnce the

regular absentee ballots become available, the clerk shall issue a regular absentee ballot in response
to any request under this section. If the clerk has issued a blank-irisdsentee ballot to a voter

before the regular absentee ballotsdoene available, the clerk may send a regular absentee ballot to
the voter, following the procedures for issuingacondabsentee ballot. §780-A]

Upon receipt of an application, written request or telephone application for an absentee ballot that
is acepted, the clerk shall immediately issue an absentee ballot and return envelope by mail or in
person to the applicant or to the imediate family member or to a thirderson designated in a

written application or request made by the voter. The clerk shgtle or write in ink the name and

the residence address of the voter in the designated section of the return envelope. The Secretary
of State shall provide a return envelope which moves free of postage under federaBl@z81-A]

On receipt of a retun envelope apparently containing an absentee ballot, the clerk shall follow the
procedures for regular absentee votingg 782]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. ®1-A, §752, 752A, 780, 780A, 781-A, 782 (2008)

D. Voting absentee from ooverseaso (but not in the military)

Same rules apply as for the military.

P 33 LAWYERS’ COMMITTEE FOR

\h National Campaign For )
&7 FAIR ELECTIONS September 24, 2008 !!@ CIVIL RIGHTS

U N D E R L A W

www.nationalcampaignforfairelections.org



VOTING AND ELECTION DAY INFORMATION

General Information
A. Voters In Line When The Polls Close

All voters present at the voting place at closing timest be giverthe opportunity to vote.
[8§626(2)]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. #1-A, §626(2008)
B. Casting a Ballot

A voter who wishes to vote must state hi her name and, upon request, residence address to an
election clerk whaoshall announce the name in a loud, clear voi@&67[L(1)] The election clerk in
charge of the incoming voting list shall place a check maghorizontal line, in red inkgn the list
beside the vote& name and allowhe voter to enter the area endsed by the guardrail.§[671(2)]

The election clerk in charge of the ballots shall give the voter one ballot of eachdintlith he or

she is entitled.After receiving the ballot or ballots, the votenust proceedo a voting booth as

soon as a votig booth is available, mark the ballot or ballots without delay and then leave the voting
booth. [8681(2), 6718),671(4)]

The election clerk in charge of the ballots may not give a voter voting with the accessible voting
system a ballot. Instead, atection official shall escort the voter to the voting station containing

the accessible voting system, instruct the voter on its proper use and provide the voter with access
to all ballots to which the voter is entitled. The voter shall cast the v@&eéallot using the

accessible voting system. §81(3)]

A voter shall mark the ballot at a general election as instructed in the directions on the ballot.
[§692] If the voter wishes to vote for a person whose name is not on the ballot, the voter must
write in the name and municipality of residence in the blank space provided at the end of the list of
nominees for the office in question. A sticker may not be used to vote for a wimiteandidate in a
general election (but a sticker may be used in a pringection). [8§692(2)]

No ballot, marked or unmarked, may be left in the voting booth by the vot&671(4)] When the
voter leaves the voting booth, the voter shall proceed to the ballot box and deposit all ballots,
marked or unmarked. The voter ay not leave the guardrail enclosure until the voter has
deposited all ballots that were issued to the voter. A person assisting the voter may deposit the
ballots for the voter. §671(5)]

A voter who has left the area enclosed by the guardrail mayreenter. [8671(6)] The voter may
not linger within the voting booth or guardrail enclosure once the voter has completed voting and
deposited all ballots into the ballot box8 $81(2)]

The election clerk in charge of the ballot box shall keep the apgrovered except when receiving
a ballot. g671(7)] The warden at each voting place may not remain or allow any other person to
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remain where the warden or that person can see how a voter votes, except that an election official
may remain when the offiafs assistance has been requested by a vai8671(8)]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. @1-A, §671, 681, 692 (2008)

C. ldentification Required at the Polling Place

Statelaw has no requirements to produce idéintation on Election Day when voting. The only
identification requirements are for registration. Therefore, voters who are already registered
should not be required to produce identification in order to vote. Maine law requires only that a
voter statehis or her name and, if requested, street address (unless the voter is protected under
the Address Protection Program, in which case no address is requir&d7 1]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. #11-A, §671 (2008)

Il. Assistance to Voters at the Polling Place
A. Assistance in the Voting Booth  Generally
A voter may request assistance with voting equipment at the polling place

A voter who is unable to read or mark his ballot because of physical disabilityaditer religious
faith may request another person (including one or more election officials) other than the@oter
employer or agent of that employer or officer or agent of the vd#eunion, to assist the voter in
reading or marking the ballot. The &tsant may be under 18 years ol@’he assistant may not tell
the voter how to make the vote® choices or otherwise influence the voterg§ §72]

Assistance When Voters Mistakenly Mark a Ballot
If a voter erroneously marks a ballot, lne she may retrieve a second ballot from the election
officials. If the voter erroneously marks the second ballotphehe may receive a third ballpt

however the voter may not receive another replacement ballot after their third ballot

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. ®t1-A, §672 693(2008)

B. Assistance for Voters with Disabilities
Polling Place Accessibility

As of July 1, 2001, every polling place is required to béaanessible voting plaéayhich means it

must be compliainwith the requirements of thel981 standards of construction described in Title

25, chapter 331 of the Maine Revised Statutes. These standards require certain public buildings and
places of employment to comply with certain standards of constructiorpémple with physical
disabilities.[§630]
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Voting Machine Accessibility

Each voting system must be accessible drezessible voting systéhto individuals with disabilities,
including nonvisual accessibility for the blind and theally impaired. §808(1A)] The clerk shall

equip at least one of the voting booths at each voting place with an enlarged instruction poster, a
magnifying device and an adjustable lamp for improved lighting for use by the visually impaired. The
clerk may also equip theoting booth with an enlarged sample ballot at his or her discretion.

[§629(4)]

In every election, at least one voting booth in each voting place must be accessible for persons with
disabilities, except that this voting booth cannot be the only votiogtih used at the polling place.
[8629(1)(A1)].

Voters with disabilities must also have access to at leastvoting machine that iaccessible for
individuals with disabilities, including the blind and visually impaired, in a manner that provides the
same opportunity for access and participation (including privacy or independenisepravided to

other voters. Source: Help America Vote Act, 42 U.S.8.15481(a)(3)

Source: ME. REVTAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, 8629, 630, 808 (2008)

C. Assistance in Languages Other than English
Accommodations that muestiiade for neBnglish speakers

The Secretary of State shall prepare ballot instructions in the French language, to be printed on a
separatesheet of paper that may conveniently be attached to sample balltite Secretary of State
shall furnish these ballot instruction sheets upon request by the clerk of a municigglgé93]. If a
voter has difficulty obtaining a French language sanaitet,the voter shouldcall the Election
Protection hotline immediately at866-OUR-VOTE (1:866-687-8683).

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. #1-A, 8603, 672 (2008)

[ll. Information Regarding Voters Who Have Moved
A. Moving Within the Same  Municipality
A person whose name, or residence address in a municipality which has voting districts, does not
appear correctly on the incoming voting list on Election Day may not vote at any election until his

or her name or address isorrected. [8115(3)]

Voters may be able to complete a change of address form in advance of Election Day online at:
http://www.maine.gov/portal/government/edemocracyérotg_form.html

When a voter moves within a municipality, the voter must give written notice to the registrar of his
new and former addresses before the close of registrations prior to Election D&$29(1)] The
registrar shall correct the votds adiress on the incoming voting list and the central voter
registration system, and the voter must then vote in the new district on Election D&$29(2)]
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If a voter fails to notify the registrar of a change of address before the close of registratmhthea

registrar has not already made the correction, the voter must appear before the registrar on

Election Day to have his or her address changed. The registrar shall issue a certificate to the voter

so that the voter may cast a ballot. If the votershies to exercise the right to vote, the voter must

vote using the ballot or ballots for the new polling place, if applicable, on Election@ayeceipt

of the certificate, the warden must allow the pe
the certificate as having voted and attach the certificate securely to the incoming voting list.

[88129(3), 661]

Except where the registrar has been notified that the voter has registered in another municipality, if
the registrar has identified a voter &swving a change of address, the registrar shall send the voter a
change of address confirmation notice at the vétdast known place of residencg§ 162-A(1)]

If a registrant has moved within the municipdityrisdiction, a registrar shall chande tvoter®

record to reflect the new address before sending the change of address confirmation notice. If a
registrant has moved outside the municipdityrisdiction, a registrar shall also include information
on voter registration procedures in the mejurisdiction. B162-A(1)] If the voter confirms that he

or she has moved from the municipality, his or her name may be canceled from the central voter
registration system. If the voter fails to respond to the change of address confirmation notice, he
or she must be designated as inactive. A registrant who has been designated as inactive and fails to
vote in the next two general elections must be removed from the voting list. If a registrant who is
designated as inactive votes at any election pieorancellation in the central voter registration
system, the inactive designation of the registrant musthmenged to active Address verification

may be requested at the polls before allowing a registrant designated as inactive to¥b62- [

A2)]

B. Moving Between Municipalities

A voter who moves from one municipality to another must register in the new municipality of
residence in order to be permitted to vote.§[111(4)] The voter may register in person with the
registrar of the new municipality oBlection Day.

In a municipality that has more than one voting district, if a voter has changed his or her address and
wishes to votes absentee, the voter must send a written notice of his or her new address along with
the voter® absentee application nfyting the registrar of the vot& new addressA certificate

containing the vote® name and new address must be directed to the warden of the &tesw

voting place to be attached to the incoming voting list on Election D§y1.29(2)]

C. Absentee Votin g For Voters Who Have Moved

A registered voter who moves to another state within 30 days before a presidential election must

not be removed from the incoming votinglistn d t he voterds registration
the central voter registration stem until after the election The votermay vote at that presidential

election in person or by absentee ballo®§ ]13]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. #1-A, §111, 113, 115, 129, 16R (2008)
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IV. Provisi onal Voting
A. Voting by provisional ballot
A person whose ability to vote has been challenged may wotlkee usual manner on a ballot
markeddoChallenged by the warden at the polling placsubject to the procedureslescribed
below). [8673(4])

V. Challenges
A. Grounds for challenging a voter & right to vote on or before election day
A voter of a municipality or an election official may challenge the right of another to vote at an
election in that municipalityonly upon personal knowledge or reasonably suppotietiefthat the
challenged voter is unqualifiedny challenge must be made to the warden. The challenger must

state, in the form of a signed affidavit, under oath administered by the warden, the following:

o the challenges name, address, party affiliat, and status as a registered voter in the
municipality; and

e the name of the voter challenged, the reason the particular individual being challenged may be
ineligible to vote, the specific source of the information or personal knowledge upon which the
challenge of the particular individual is basmad a statement that the challenger understands
that making a false statement on the affidavit is punishable under penalties of peSjBiry1]]

Only the following reasons for challenge may be acceptethédyvarden:

The challenged person:

e is notaregistered voter

e is not enrolled in the proper party, in a primary election

¢ is not qualified to be a registered voter because the challenged person is not:

o0 atleast 18 years of age;
0 a citizen of the United Statesr
0 a resident of the municipality or appropriate electoral district within the municipality;

¢ Registered to vote during the closed period or on Election Day and did not provide satisfactory
proof of identity and residency when registering in pergonly an election official may bring
this challenge)

¢ Did not properly apply for an absentee ballot;

e Did not properly complete the affidavit on the absentee return envelope;
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¢ Did not cast the ballot or complete the affidavit before the appropriate witness;
e Communtated with someone in a prohibited manner;

¢ Did not have the ballot returned to the clerk by the time prescribed;

e Voted using the name of another;

e Committed any other specified violation; or

¢ Voted using the wrong ballot for the appropriate electoral didgtnc political party, if applicable
[§673(1)(A)(1)(12)]

B. Procedure when challenged before Election Day

The registrar or clerk may complete a challenge affidavit under oath to the warden before Election
Day. [8673(%:B)]

C. Procedure when challenged on Election Day

Challenges must be made at the time the voter being challenged is checking in with the election
clerk in charge of the incoming voting Jibut before that voter enters the voting booth, except that
the registrar or clerk may complete a challengffidavit under oath to the warden before or during
Election Day. [$73(1:B)] A challenge must be made against an absentee ballot after the name of
the absentee voter is announced by the warden or clerk and before the ballot is placed into the
ballotbox or voting machine. [§73(1-C)]

As soon as the challenge has been made, the election clerk in charge of the incoming voting list shall
write 0Challenged beside the vote® name on the list, ahgive a ballot to the warden[§673(2)]

The warden shalvrite a number on the outside of the ballofThe warden shall also complete a
certificate on which appears the woChallenged,the name of the voter challenged and the

reason for the challenge. The challenger and the warden shall sign the certififétr the

challenger has signed the certificate, the warden shall place the number that was written on the
ballot in a conspicuous place on the certificate. Only the warden and the challenged voter may
know the ballot number. The warden shall plabe thallenge certificate and the signed affidavit in a
sealed envelope marke&Challenge Certificate #(certificate number)[§673(3)]

The warden shall maintain a list of all challenges made. The list must include the name of the voter
challenged, theame of the challenger and the reason for the challenge. The list may not include
the unigue number assigned to the ballot of the challenged voter. The list must be made available
for public inspection after the polls close§ §73(3A)]

The challengedoter shall then proceed to vote in the usual way using the marked ballot, except
that a voter who is challenged in a polling place where voting machines are used may not use the
voting machine for casting his vote, but must use an official paper bf§h73(4), 824]
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A person challenging the right of another person to vote may not create a disturbance or
obstruction and may not interfere with or delay the challenged vitexercise of the right to vote
once the challenge affidavit has been complet#edhallenger other than a registrar, clerk or other
election official may not handle or inspect registration cards or files or other materials used by the
registrar or clerk except under court order. §673(5)]

In an election for federal office, if a fadeor state court has issued an order extending the time
established for closing the polls, any ballots cast during the period of that extension must be
challenged according to this section, segregaded counted separately from all regular and
challengd ballots cast during the normal polling hour&.6f3(6)]

The merits of a challenge may not be decided at the time the challenge is made, but only after the

election. B673(tD)]( See o6 Counting Challenged Ballotsdé bel
After the election at whicha voter has been challenged, the registrar shall hold a hearing to confirm

the qualifications of the challenged voter (for
Registration, I I D. Correcting t hhequRliicgtiorst r at i ©

of the voter must be resolved within a reasonablmdéi af t er the election and

either retained or cancelled from the central voter registration system678(7)]

Source: ME. REV. STAANN. tit. 21-A, §& 161(4).673, 696 824(2008)
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POST-ELECTION PROCEDURES

I. Closing the Polls
A. The protocol for closing polling places
The polls will close at 8:00 p.m. (polls in municipalities with less than 100 people may close before
8:00 p.m. if all rgistered voters have voted)All voters present at the polling place (whether

outside or inside)n line or in the process of voting at 8:00 p.m. will be allowed to vd&626(2)]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. 21-A, 8626 (2008)

II. Counting the Ballots & Generally

As soon as the polls are closed, the election clerks shall count the ballots under the supervision of
the warden, except that, if in the opinion of the maipial clerk the public intereswill be sered,
referendum ballots may be counted on the day immediately following the election, as long as the
count is completed within 24 hours after the polls are closed. [8695]

A. Procedures for Counting Ballots.
Regular Ballots

The ballots must be counted publicdo that those present may observe the proceedings. In
counting the ballots, the election clerks shall separate them into distinct lots of 50 ballots each
(except the last lot, which may be the remaining ballots less than 50). They shall place wiibit each
a statement of the count in that lot and the names of the election clerks who made the count. They
shall wrap the statement of the count around the outside of each of the lots of ballots. [6@5]1)

As soon as the ballots are counted, the wardéls declare the results publicly at the polling place.
[8695(3)] The Secretary of State may issue to each warden instructions on opening the ballot
boxes, separating various types of ballots and giving priority in counting various types of ballots
[8695(4)]

At the close of an election, the warden shall return the ballot box to the clerk. [8628(1)] The clerk
shall have custody of the ballot box and shall keep it in good repair and shall provide safe storage for
it at the expense of the municipalityylgect to the supervision of the Secretary of Stat8.628(2)]

Invalid Ballots

A vote for any office, candidate or question may be held invalid by the warden, ward clerk or deputy
warden and may not be counted for that office, candidate or question|esv®

e |f a voter marks more names for an office than there are vacancies to be filled, thé&wobés
for that office may not be counted;

e If a voter marks the votds ballot in such a manner that it is impossible to determine the \@®ter
choice, the voer® vote for the office or question concerned may not be counted;
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o If a voter marks a writén indicator for an office, but does not write both a name and a
municipality of residence in the blank space provided to the right of the vimiiadicator (vote
will not be counted unless a determination of choice is possible);

e If a voter writes in a name and municipality of residence, but does not mark the-inrite
indicator, the vote for that office may not be countedyr

e |f a voter writes in a writein spacea fictitious name, the name of a deceased person or the
name of a person whbasnot filed a declaration of writein candidacy with the Secretary of
State on or before 5 p.m. on thihird business day prior to the electigithe vote for that office
camot be counted [§696(2)(A}E)]

The warden, ward clerk or deputy warden shall writknvalid vot& on the ballot and the reason the
vote is invalid beside the office, candidate or question for which it is invalid and shall sign it and
replace the ballot vih the other ballots, to be counted for any other offices or questions for which
the ballot is not invalid. §696(2)(F)]

Spoiled and Replacement Ballots

If a voter spoils a ballot, the voter may obtain a replacement, not more than twice, by returning the
spoiled ballot to the election clerk in charge of issuing ballots. The warden, ward clerk or deputy
warden shall writedSpoiled by votefion the spoiled ballot and sign it. If a replacement ballot is
issued to the voter, the warden, ward clerk or deputarden shall also mamReplacement ballot
issued on the spoiled ballot. The election official shall then segregate the spoiled ballot with any
other spoiled ballots in an envelope labet&poiled ballotsand shall package and return the
envelope of sgregated ballots. The Secretary of State shall provide the clerk of each municipality
with either a label and instructions on proper handling of spoiled ballots or a special envelope
printed with this label and instructions§ $93]

Defective Ballots

A ballot that is not properly prepared in accordance with the requirements of the law is defective.
A ballot held to be defective by the warden, ward clerk or deputy warden may not be counted.

The warden, ward clerk or deputy warden shall wriBefectiveballot and the reason that the

ballot is defective on the ballot and shall sign it. The election official shall then segregate the
defective ballot with any other defective ballots in an envelope laliElefective balloté and shall
package and returthe envelope of segregated ballots. The Secretary of State shall provide the
clerk of each municipality with either a label and instructions on proper handling of defective ballots
or a special envelope printed with this label and instructioAdallotis not defective if the

Secretary of State has given prior approval for its use at the elecfi®696(3)]

Determination of Choice and Void Ballots

If a voter marks his or her ballot in a manner that differs from the instructions at the top of the
ballotbut in such a manner that it is possible to determine the v@ehoice, then the vote for the
office or question concerned must be countedg 696(4)] If multiple interpretations of a ballot vote
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are equally reasonable, then a vote may not be counfédre Primary Election Ballot Disputes
2004 Me., 857 A.2d 494]

A distinguishing mark is a mark on a ballot which indicates the apparent intent of the voter to make
his ballot distinguishable from others in a manner that is fraudulent or inconsistédnawitonest
purpose. A stray mark onthe ballotor mark made on orin the voting indicator or near the

candidate's name or space for a writecandidatehat differs fromthe instructions at the top of the

ballot isnot a distinguishing mark unless ibissuch a character or is made in such a manner that it
manifests an intent to make the ballot distinguishable for a fraudulent or dishonest purpose. Marking
the write-in space on a ballot with the name of a fictitious person, a deceased person or aperso
from outside the State who could not be a candidate for that office isandistinguishing mark

unless it is made in such a manner that manifests an intent to make the ballot distinguishable for a
fraudulent or dishonest purposd.81(13)]

A ballot onwhich a voter hasnadea distinguishing mark is void. A ballot held to be void by the
warden, ward clerk or deputy warden may not be counte®.6p6(5)] The warden, ward clerk or
deputy warden shall writéVoid ballot and the reason that the ballot i®id on the ballot and shall
sign it. The election official shall then segregate the void ballot with any other void ballots in an
envelope labeledVoid ballot® and shall package and return the envelope of segregated ballots.
The Secretary of State sharovide the clerk of each municipality with either a label and
instructions on proper handling of void ballots or a special envelope printed with this label and
instructions. B696(5)]

Source: ME. REVTAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, &1, 628, 693, 695, 696 (2008)

Ill. Counting CHALLENGED Ballots
A. Counting Challenged Ballots

A challenged ballot must be counted the same as a regular ballot. The validity of a challenged ballot
need not be determined unless it affect@tfesults of an election. §[696(1)]

If the challenged ballot affects the result of an election, the challenge certificate and the signed
affidavit completed by the challenger will be submitted to the Supreme Judicial Court and its validity
must be detemined, except when final determination of the election of a candidate is governed by
the United States Constitution. §[696(1)]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. @#1-A, §696 (2008)

IV. Counting Absentee Ballots
A. Procedures for Counting Absentee Ballots
Countingbsentee ballots

When the clerk receives a return envelope apparently containing an absentee ballot, he shall note
the date and time of delivery on each such return envelope. On request, he shall gpertoan
who delivers the ballot a receipt, stating the exact time of delive§/796(1)] The clerk shall
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compare the signature of the voter on the application, where required, with that on the
corresponding return envelope. He shall examine the affidewihe return envelope. If the

signatures appear to have been made by the same person and if the affidavit is properly completed,
he shall writedOK6 and his initials on the return envelope. Otherwise, he shall note any
discrepancy on the return envgle. [8756(2)]

If the signatures do not appear to have been made by the same person, but this discrepancy is
apparently the result of the voté having properly obtained assistance, the clerk shall note the
discrepancy on the return envelope, but sta@fo write SOK 6 and the clerk initials on the return
envelope. §756(2A)]

On Election Day, the clerk shall deliver or have delivereddhsentee balloteturn envelopeswith

the applications, when required, attached and a copy of the list of perato requested or were
furnished absentee ballot®, the warden of the voting district in which the voter is registered.
However, n those municipalities where the absentee ballots are processed centrally, the clerk shall
deliver the return envelopesotthe person authorized by the clerk to process absentee ballots at

the designated central location. After processing the absentee ballots, the warden or the clerk shall
attach the copy of the list of absentee voters to the incoming voting list andtsg&l756(5)]

Before counting absentee ballots, the clerk or warden must first check to see that the voter did not
vote in person. If the voter did vote in person, then the absentee ballot is not cousmedhe

warden should follow the rejection prociires for the ballot If more than one return envelope is
received from the same voter who was authorized to receivaaondabsentee ballot, then the

clerk or warden shall process and count the ballot from the envelope madkedond ballot issued

or bearing the latest date and time and shall reject and keep sealed the first absentee envelope. If
more than one return envelope is received from the same voter who was not authorized to receive
asecondSate absentee ballot, then the clerk or warden shathcess and count the ballot from the
envelope bearing the earliest date and time. If only one return envelope is received from a voter
who was authorized to receive secondstate absentee ballot, then the clerk or warden shall

process and count that tlat for all offices or questions for which the voter was entitled to vote.

[8 756(6)]

The following counting procedure must be observed at each voting place

o If the warden finds that the affidavit is properly completed, that the clerk has verifiednbat t
signature on the envelope matches the signature on the application where applicable, that the
person is registered and enrolled where necessary, the warden shall then examine the incoming
voting list to determine whether the voter voted in person at teéection. The warden shall
then announce the name of each absentee voter who has not voted in person at the election
and remove each ballot from its envelope without destroying the envelope or unfolding the
ballot. After having an election clerk fronpalitical party different from that of the warden
mark the lettersdAVo beside the name of each absentee voter on the incoming votinglists
place a check mark or hori zont al | ,thewardenn r ed i
shall accept ta ballot. [§ 759(2)]

e As soon as the absentee ballots are processed, they are counted the same as regular ballots.
[8759(6)] The absentee ballots must be processed before the close of pollg5987)]
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e If a candidate or the candid@erepresentative atifies the clerk before 5:00 p.m. on the day
before Election Day that the candidate or the candidatepresentative wishes to inspect
absentee ballot applications and envelopes before they are processed, the warden or clerk shall
allow the candidate orepresentative to inspect the applications and envelopes of ballots before
they are processed or for thirty minutes after the time specified in the notice for processing on
Election Day. The warden may immediately proceed to process the ballots afteatididate
or representative has completed the reviewg 759(8)]

Where absentee ballots are processed at a central location, the clerk shall have the incoming voting
list marked to denote absentee voters prior to processing the absentee ball§B60-A(3)]. The
municipal clerk shallseone of the followingorocedures to mark the incoming voting list for

absentee ballots received prior to Election Day

¢ On the day immediately preceding Election Day, the municipal clerk shall mark the incoming
voting lig with an 6AV6 beside the name of each voter who has voted by absentee ballot as of
that date. The municipal clerk shall keep the marked list and shall send a copy of the marked list
to the polls with the incoming voting list; or

e On Election Day, at oprior to the times the municipal clerk has designated for processing
absentee ballots, the municipal clerk shall make a separate list, by voting place, of all absentee
ballots received to dateThe clerk shall deliver each list, in duplicate, to the wardethe
appropriate voting place. The warden and an election clerk shall compare the list of absentee
voters with the incoming voting list and shall mark the incoming voting list with\&i0 beside
the name of each voter who has voted by absentee halldte warden and the election clerk
shall then certify on each copy of the absentee voting list that they marked the incoming voting
list as described in this paragraph. The warden shall then retain one copy of the absentee voter
list with the incoming vting list and deliver theecondcopy to the municipal clerkThe
municipal clerk shall follow this process on Election Day as often as needed to mark the
incoming voting lists to account for all absentee ballof760-A(3-A)]

After the incoming votingjst has been marked, the municipal clerk shall then proceed to process
the absentee ballots. The ballots must be processed publicly so that all those present may observe
the proceedings. §760-A(4)]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tR1-A, §756, 759, 76A (2008)

B. Rejecting Absentee Ballots
Absentee ballots are not counted in the following scenarios:

The warden shall not open the envelope and shall wiRkejected on it, the reason whyand his
initials if he finds that:

0 The signatures do not appear to have been made by the same person and the discrepancy is
not the result of the vote® having obtained assistance;

o The affidavit is not properly completed;
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o0 The person is not registered or enrolled whereoessary;
0 The voter has voted in person; or
0 The ballot was received by the clerk after the deadlif®759(3)]

The warden shall place the return envelopes containing rejected ballots in an envelope marked
ORejected ballot$. Rejected ballots may not beounted. B 759(5)]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. @1-A, 8759 (2008)

V. Recount Procedures
A. Circumstances Required for a Recount
Recount Requested

A candidatewho is the apparent losesnd who desires aacount must file with the Secretary of
State a written request for a recount within five business days after the election. The recount is
held under the supervision of the Secretary of State, who shall allow the can@idgpeesentatives
or counsel to recount the ballots The candidate may not act as a counter of ballots.

If, after the official tabulation is submitted to the Governor, the apparent winner is determined the
losing candidate, that candidate may request another recount within three bsslags after the
date the Governor receives the tabulation.

A candidate who requests and receives a recount may withdraw from the recount at any time while
the recount shows that candidate to be the loser. If, during the recount, the candidate requestin
the recount overtakes and passes the candidate who initially appeared to win the election, the
candidate requesting the recount may not withdraw the request and the recount must be
completed. §737-A]

Recount Deposit

No deposit is required if the offial tabulation between the leading candidate and the requesting
candidate is 2% or less of the total votes cast for that officer3BA(1-A)] In certainother
circumstances, depending on the closeness of the vote, a deposit must be made by the eandidat
requesting the recounto the Secretary of Statelf the resulting count fails to change the outcome
of the election, the deposit is forfeited. If the recount reverses the election, the deposit must be
returned to the candidate requesting the recouri§ 737-A(1)]

Recount Procedure

Once a recount is requested, the Secretary of State shall notify the State Police, who shall take
physical control of all ballots and related materials involved in the recount as soon as poskile.
State Police shladtore and maintain exclusive control over the ballots and other materials pending
and during the recount except when the counting is being conducted by the Secretary of State.
[§73T7-A]
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The Secretary of State shall send written notice of a recounti® tandidates for the office in

guestion, stating the time and place of the recour8.737-A(3)] When more than one request is
presented and the ballot contains the names of local and state candidates or questions, the Secretary
of State shall determinehich requests for recounts must be honored firs§ 137-A(2)]

The recount must be held as soon as reasonably possible at a time and place that affords the

designated recount candidates a reasonable opportunity to be present. For purposes of this,secti

Othe designated recount candidatesdé means the | e
requested a recount and paid the applicabledeposit [§ 737A(4)]

The recount involves a new count of the results for the designated recount candidates only
however, candidates for the office whose vote totals fall between the totals of the leading candidate
and the requesting candidate must be provided with an opportunity to be included in the recount,
which requires that such candidates make a recount esgjand pay the required deposit, if any.
[8737-A(4)]

At the recount, the Secretary of State shall segregate disputed halltis Secretary of State will

keep a copy of all disputed ballots that are not resolved. [88@)] Following the recountf it is

found that a mistake was made in counting the ballots on Election Day, the Secretary of State shall
submit a corrected tabulation to the Governor8J37-A(8)]

For all elections, except for the U.S. Senate and the House of Representatiheseifite enough
challenged or disputed ballots to affect the result of an election, the Secretary of State shall forward
the ballots and related records for that election to the clerk of the Supreme Judicial Caine:

Supreme Judicial Court shall detemaithe result of the election pursuant to procedures adopted

by court rule. The decision of the Supreme Judicial Court is final and must be certified to the
Governor by the Chief Justice 8§ F37-A(10)]

Rules and procedures established by the U.S. S8arat House of Representatives will govern for
recount appeals for elections to the Senate and House of Representat&&8.7-A(10)]

Confidential state employees, employees of the Legislature, candidates and elected state officials may
not participatein ballot recounts in any capacityg 137-A(5)]

Source: ME. REV. STAT. ANN. @1-A, 8§ 737-A (2008)
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APPENDIX

All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text
included in this publication reflects changes made through the First Regular Session of the 123rd
Legislature, and is current through December 31, 2007, but is subject to change without notice. It is
a version that has not been officially

certified by the Seatary of State. Refer to the Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements
for certified text.

SECTION | 08 STATE AND LOCAL ELEC TION OFFICIALS

MUNICIPALITIES :

Reqistrar :

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 101 (2008) provides:

1. QUALIFICATIONS The registrar must be a citizen of the United States, a resident of the
State and at least 18 years of agéhe registrar may not hold or be a candidate for any state,
local or county office, or be an officef a municipal, county or state party committe@he
registrar may not be an employee of a party or candidate.

2. APPOINTMENT The municipal officers of each municipality shall appoint in writing a
qualified registrar of voters by January 1st of eagthoumbered year The registrar shall

serve for 2 years and until a successor is appointed and swbine municipal clerk may be
appointed to serve as registrar, but the term of the clerk has no effect on the term of the
registrar. If the clerk is not @pointed to serve as registrar, the clerk must be appointed by the
registrar to serve as a deputy registrar and has the same authority as the registrar to make
determinations of voter eligibility and to perform the duties of voter registration as provided
this Title.

3. OATH REQUIRED Before assuming the duties of office, the registrar must be sworn and
the oath recorded as provided ihitle 30-A, section 2526 subsection 9.

4. SECRETARY OF STATE NOTIFIEDhe clerk shall notify the Secretary of State of the
name of the registrar within 10 days after the registrar is appointed and sworn by revising the
election officias information listing witim the central voter registration system.

5. COMPENSATION The municipal officers shall determine the compensation of the
registrar.

6. OFFICE HOURSThe municipal officers shall establish reasonable office hours for the
registrar consistent with the ragjrements of the municipality.

7. OFFICE SPACE, EXPENSES AND CLERICAL.HEAdh municipality shall provide a
suitable place in which the registrar may perform his duties, and shall pay reasonable expenses
for necessary office supplies purchased andaaéhielp engaged by the registrar.
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8. VACANCY. When there is a vacancy in the office of registrar, the municipal officers shall
appoint a qualified person to fill the vacancy for the remainder of the term of offfdbe

municipal officers fail to appd a registrar to fill the vacancy within 15 days after the municipal
officers receive notification of the vacancy, the municipal clerk shall appoint a qualified person
to fill the vacancy for the remainder of the term of office.

9. TRAINING The registar must attend a training session that is approved by the Secretary of
State at least once every 2 years in regard to the conduct of voter registration.

10. INELIGIBLE TO SERV%When a member of the registr@ immediate family becomes a
candidate for sti, local or county office in the electoral division in which the registrar is
appointed, the registrar may not serve as registrar during the period beginning when the
candidate files a petition to be a candidate or is nominated to be a replacement danditih

the time of election The registrar shall instead appoint a deputy to whom the municipality shall
pay all associated costs for the dtion of the deput$ temporaryemployment in that capacity.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 161 (2008) provides:

2-A. MAINTENANCE OF VOTER REGISTRATION INFORMATIOMhe registrar in each
municipality shall keep the central voter registration system current at all times for the voters
in the registrai municipality The Secretary of State shall by rule determthe program for
voter list maintenance required by the National Voter Registration Act of 1993egistrar

may not cancel a voté registration in the central voter registration system solely because the
registered voter did not vote in previous elecohs.

4. PROOF OF QUALIFICATION IS REQUESTHDthe registrar is in doubt as to the
qualifications of a person to vote, the registrar shall fix a reasonable time and place for a
hearing and give written notice of the hearing to the voter at the last kmaadress provided

by the voter at least 20 days in advandée voter must have the opportunity to testify and to
present witnesses and other evidence at the hearifilge voter may respond in person or in
writing with proof of qualifications prior to th date of the hearingAfter the hearing, the
registrar shall determine whether the voter has met the voting qualifications and shall act
accordingly If the voter offers satisfactory proof of qualifications to the registrar, either prior
to or at the hearing, the registrar may not cancel the volieregistration in the central voter
registration system If the voter fails to offer satisfactory proof of qualifications to the registrar,
either prior to or at the hearing, the registrar may cancel the vd@eegistration in the central
voter registration systemIf the voter fails to appear at the hearing and the registrar has proof
that the voter does not meet the qualifications, the registrar may cancel the &ategistration

in the central voter regisation system The registrar shall notify the voter, in writing, of the
action taken and advise the voter of the appropriate appeal authority as specified in thidfTitle
the registrar decides to cancel the voferegistration in the central voter gistration system
after the hearing and a municipal or state election occurs before the cancelled voter has
exhausted all appeals, then the voter remains in the central voter registration system for the
election and may cast a challenged ballot.

5. RECORDOF NAMES ADDED AND CANCELLEDThe registrar shall keep a record of the
names added to or the registrations cancelled in the central voter registration system and the
date when the action was taken.
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Municipal Clerk :

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 505 (2008) provides:

The clerk of the municipality is the supervisor of all elections and is entitled to a reasonable
compensation as determined by the municipal officers and has the following duties:

1. ABSENTEE VOTINGAdminister the absentee voting procedures

2. INSTRUCTION Instruct election officials on election laws and procedures prior to election
day;

3. ELECTION OFFICIALSCoordinate and schedule election officials to work at the polls on
election day;

4. POLL WATCHERS AND OTHER®ake arrangements iadvance of election day for poll
watchers, petition circulators and others who request to be present at the polls;

5. ELECTION MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENFrepare and deliver to and from the polls all
election equipment and materials, including the ballots

6. ADVISE WARDEN Advise the warden on election laws and procedures on election day;

7. REPORT TO THE SECRETARY OF STAREport the return of votes cast and other voter
registration or election information to the Secretary of State upon request oothgrwise

required by this Title The clerk shall notify the Secretary of State of the name of the clerk and
any deputy or assistant clerks within 10 days after the official is elected or appointed and sworn
by revising the election offic@linformationlisting within the central voter registration system;

7-A. TRAINING. Attend a training session that is approved by the Secretary of State at least
once every 2 years in regard to the conduct of electioi$ie Secretary of State shall offer
training segsns regionally at least once every 2 years at no f€lee Secretary of State shall
encourage municipalities to provide training biennially to all election officials; and

8. OTHER DUTIESPerform any other duties required for conducting an election.
Ward en:

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, 8 501 (2008) provides:

1. IN A CITY. In a city, the selection, term of office, compensation and partial duties of
wardens and ward clerks are determined by the city chart&dditional duties are prescribed
by this Titk.

2. IN ATOWN. In atown, with the approval of the municipal officers, the clerk of the
municipality shall appoint a warden and may appoint one or more deputy wardens to assist in
the duties on election daylf the clerk appoints another person as warg the clerk may serve

as deputy wardenlt does not constitute an incompatibility of office for the clerk to serve as
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warden or deputy warden The warden and deputy warden are entitled to a reasonable
compensation as determined by the municipal officer

3. PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO BOTH TOWNS AND CITIRSvarden, ward clerk or any
deputy warden may not be an officer of a municipal committee of a political.p@rfeyd clerks

or deputy wardens shall perform the duties of the warden when necessary agdot replace
election clerks prescribed by this TitleThe warden, ward clerk and deputy wardens must be
registered voters of the municipality, except when a nonresident clerk is acting as either
warden, ward clerk or deputy warderBefore assuming thauties of office, the warden is

sworn by the municipal clerk, and the ward clerk or deputy warden is sworn by the municipal
clerk or by the warden

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 631(2)-(3) (2008) provides:

2. DIVISION TERMINATES OFFICEhe divisim of a town or ward terminates the office of
election officials previously elected or appointed from it.

3. APPOINTMENT OF WARDENS AND WARD CLERKA&Tt least 10 days before the
election, the municipal officers shall appoint a warden, a ward clerk in aradtyat least 2
election clerks for each voting place created by the divisiBlection clerks must be nominated
as provided in section 503.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 662 (2008) provides:

A warden has the following powers and duties.

1. ENFORCEMENDF ELECTION LAW He shall enforce the law governing voting and
counting procedures at the voting place over which he has jurisdiction on election day.

2. ORDER AT VOTING PLACEHe shall keep order at all times in and around the voting
place He shall dect that any person who creates a disturbance or otherwise violates the law
at the voting place be removed from it and, if necessary, confined until the polls are closed.

A. On request of the warden, a peacéfioer shall remove, confine arrest a persn who
creates a disturbance or otherwiséolates thelaw at a voting place.

3. CONTROL OF ELECTION CLERKThe election clerks at the voting place are under the
supervision and control of the warderHe may assign their duties for convenience and
efficency and may delegate his ministerial duties to them.

4. COLLECTION OF SIGNATURES he warden may select and designate a specific location

at the voting place, accessible and observable by the voters, where the collection of signatures
may take placePeasons collecting signatures at the polls may make arrangements with the
clerk prior to election day and with the warden on election daghe warden may limit the

number of persons collecting signatures to one for each specific question, candidate or issue
Persons collecting signatures may not solicit a v@teignature until the voter has completed
voting The warden may direct the removal, under subsection 2, paragraph A, of any person
collecting signatures who does not comply with the requirementthisf subsection
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ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, 8§ 502 (2008) provides:

In the event of a vacancy in the office of warden or in the absence or incapacity of the warden,
the ward clerk may perform the duties of the wardeA. vacancy in the office of warclerk

may be filled by an election clerk appointed by the wardéthen a ward clerk is elected in a
partisan election, an election clerk appointed by the warden must be enrolled in the same
political party as the ward clerk and shall serve as ward gheoktem.

Additional Rules for Unorganized Townships

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 632(1)(A) -(B) (2008) provides:

1. VOTING PLACES IN UNORGANIZED TOWNSHIPShe procedure for establishing a
voting place in unorganized townships is as follows.

A. The @mmissioners of each county may provide or
contract witha municipalityo provide a voting place in any
unorganized townshipm their county, for all state and
national elections, includirmyimary electionswhere all
residents of unorganized places detd to vote in
municipalities near the township, under section 156, may
cast theirballots under conditions provided in this section.

B. The registrar of the contracting municipality shall
designatdhe votersas township voters, pursuant to
section 156jn the central voterregistration system and
shall include their names dhe incomingvoting list for the
contracting municipality.

PRECINCT ELECTION OF FICIALS, A/K/A POLL WORKERS

Election Clerks :

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, 8 503 (2008) provides:
Election clerks are governed by the following provisions.

1. QUALIFICATIONS; APPOINTMENT; COMPENSATIOHIection clerks must be at least

18 years of age, registered to vote and residents of the municipality, except that, if the
municipal officers, after providing timely notice to state and local chairs of political parties of
the lack of available election clerks, are unable to appoint a sufficient number of election clerks
who are residents of the municipality, the municipafticimay appoint election clerks who are

not residents of the municipality but who are residents of the county and are otherwise
qualified to fill the vacancies. The municipal officers of each municipality shall appoint election
clerks no later than

May1st of each general election year to serve at each voting place during the time the polls are
open and as counters after the polls closg list of the election clerks appointed under this
subsection must be posted at each voting plagection clerks arentitled to a reasonable
compensation as determined by the municipal officers.
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2. REPRESENTATION OF PARTIH®e municipal officers shall consider the following for
appointment as election clerks.

A. The municipal officers shall consider persons nominated
by themunicipal, county or state committees of the major
parties to serveas election clerks The municipal officers
shall appoint at leagtne election clerk from each of the
major parties to serve at eackoting place during the time
the polls are opa. The municipaobfficers shall also appoint
a sufficient number of election clerks s&rve as counters
after the polls close The election clerks must beelected

so that the number of election clerks from one major party
does not exceed the number @lection clerks from

another majorparty by more than one.

B. The municipal officers shall appoint at least one election
clerk nominated by the municipal committee of a qualified
minor partyrepresented on the last general election ballot
for each voting [aceat the committe& request.

C. Notwithstanding subsection 1, the municipal officers may
alsoconsider persons who are 17 years of age to serve as
student electiorclerks for a specific electionA student
election clerk may perfornall the functionsf an election

clerk as prescribed by this Title.

All nominations for election clerks must be submitted to the municipal officers no later than
April 1st of each general election yedf a municipal committee of a major party fails to submit
a list of rominees to serve as election clerks, the municipal officers may appoint registered
voters enrolled in that party to serve as election clerks.

If the municipal officers are unable to appoint a sufficient number of election clerks as set forth
in paragraph#, B and C, they may appoint any other registered voter, as long as the balance
between major political parties is maintainethe municipal clerk shall complete a form

provided by the Secretary of State when a registered voter changes party enrollnatus 8t

order to be available to serve as an election clerk and to maintain a balance between the major
political parties and that election clerk participates in the counting of ballBite form must be
included with all ballots separated into lots ircardance with section 695, subsection 2 when

an election clerk who has changed party enrollment status as described in this subsection made
the count for that lot of ballots and with tabulation results submitted to the Secretary of State
By January 15tafter a general election, the Secretary of State shall report to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over legal affairs the number of forms required
by this subsection that were submitted with tabulation results and whegingrelection that

resulted in a recount included ballots that were counted by an election clerk who changed
party enrollment status as described in this subsection.

3. NUMBER APPOINTED TO SERVE EACH VOTING PLATHEe municipal officers shall
appoint at last 2 election clerks as provided by subsection 2, paragraph A to serve at each
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voting place during the time the polls are opdfirequired to do so by subsection 2, paragraph
B, they shall also appoint one election clerk to serve at each voting placedhe time the

polls are open Additional election clerks may be appointed as neededhe event of a
vacancy in the election clerks appointed under this subsection, the municipal officers shall
appoint alternate election clerks who may be called iservice.

4. NUMBER APPOINTED TO SERVE AS COUNTERS® municipal officers shall appoint
election clerks in the same manner as in subsection 3 to serve as counters after the polls close.

5. VACANCIES If a sufficient number of election clerks is noadable to serve on election

day, the municipal clerk or the warden may appoint the necessary number of election clerks to
fill the vacanciesWhen filling a vacancy, the municipal clerk or the warden shall first draw

from the list of alternates appointeghder subsection 3 and make every attempt to appoint a
person with the same enrollment status as the person who vacated the position.

6. OATH OF OFFICE Before assuming the duties of office, election clerks are sworn by the
municipal clerk or the wardeand the oath is recorded.

7. TERM OF OFFICEAN election clerk holds office for 2 years from the date of appointment
and until a successor is appointed and qualified, except that an election clerk who is appointed
to represent a qualified minor party repsented on the last general election ballot holds office
only for 2 years from the date of appointment.

8. DUTIES Election clerks shall attend the voting places for which they are appointed at each
election during the time the polls are open or duringethounting of the ballots after the polls
close, as required by the terms of their appointmeiithey are under the direction of the

warden and shall assist the warden as requested.

9. APPLICATION OF CITY CHARTERThis section does not affect a city charthat

provides for the election of 2 persons to assist the warden in receiving, sorting and counting
ballots The persons elected under the authority of the charter are considered to be election
clerks and each must represent a different major part

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 631(3)-(4) (2008) provides:

3. APPOINTMENT OF WARDENS AND WARD CLERKAt least 10 days before the
election, the municipal officers shall appoint a warden, a ward clerk in a city and at least 2
election clerks for each vot@place created by the divisioitlection clerks must be nominated
as provided in sectiob03.

4. OFFICIALS SWORNBefore assuming the duties of office, the officials appointed under this
section must be sworn by the clerk who shall record the fact aitthaving been sworn.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 504 (2008) provides:

The following may not serve as election officials:

1. CERTAIN EMPLOYEE&n employee of a party or candidate;
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2. DIRECT PECUNIARY INTERESA person having a direct pecuniaryarest in the result
of a referendum question; or

3. CANDIDATE AND CERTAIN RELATIVE® candidate or member of his immediate family,
in the electoral division from which the candidate seeks election.

A. This subsection does not apply to a candidate fordea
or ward clerk or the immediate family of the candidate for
warden or wardclerk.

B. This subsection does not apply to municipalities with a
populationof less than 500

TRAINING ELECTION OF FICIALS

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, 8§ 505(7-A) (2008) provides:

7-A. TRAINING. [Municipal Clerk must] Attend a training session that is approved by the
Secretary of State at least once every 2 years in regard to the conduct of elecfitwes

Secretary of State shalffer training sessions regionally at least once every 2 years at no fee

The Secretary of State shall encourage municipalities to provide training biennially to all election
officials.

SECTION Il AUTHORITIES REGARDIN GVOTER
REGISTRATION

REGISTRATION ELIGIBI LITY

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, 8§ 111 (2008) provides:

A person who meets the following requirements may vote in any election in a municipality,
including a biennial municipal caucus held pursuantdiiose311.

1. CITIZENSHIP The person must be a citizen of the United States.

2. AGE The person must be at least 18 years of age, except that, to vote in a politicaiparty
primary election or municipal caucus, the person must be at least 18 yeage @fszof the date
of the next general election.

3. RESIDENCEThe person must have established and maintain a voting residence in that
municipality.

4. REGISTRATIONThe person must be registered to vote in that municipality.

5. ENROLLMENT The person nust be enrolled in a party in that municipality to vote at that
party® caucus, convention or primary election, unless otherwise permitted by the party
pursuant to section 340.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 112(14) (2008) provides:
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14. PERSONS INCARCERED IN CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES he residence of a person
incarcerated in a correctional facility, as definediihe 34-A, section 1001or in acounty jail

does not include the municipality where a person is incarcerated unless the person had resided
in that municipality prior to incarceration.

A person incarcerated in a correctional facility may apply to register to vote in any municipality
where that person has previously established a fixed and principal home to which the person
intends to return.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §112(14) (2008) provides:
Advance registration and enrollment
The registrar shall conditionally accept the registratand enrollment of any person who is 17

years of age and will attain 18 years of age by the next election, and who is otherwise qualified
to be a voter.

A person who has registered under this section and who has not attained 18 years of age may
vote by dsentee ballot at any election if that person attains 18 years of age on or before the
date of the election and is otherwise eligible to vote by absentee ballot.

RESIDENCY :

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, 8§ 155 (2008) provides:
Voting residence is governed by the following provisions.

1. RESIDENCEThe residence of a person is that place where the person has established a
fixed and principal home to which the person, whenever temporarily absent, intends to return.

A. Thefollowing factors may be offered by an applicant eosidered by a registrar in
determining a persdh residence undethis section:

1) A direct statement of intention by the person pursuant
to section 121, subsection 1;

2) The location of any dwellingiorently occupied by the
person;

[3) to 5) Deleted Laws 1993, c. 69%2]

6) The place where any motor vehicle owned by the person
is
registered;

[7) Deleted Laws 1993, c. 69%2]
8) The residence address, not a post office box, shown on a

currentincome tax return;
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9) The residence address, not a post office box, at which
the
persor mail is received,

10) The residence address, not a post office box, shown on
any

current resident hunting or fishing licenses held by the
person;

[11) Deleted Laws1993, c. 69582

12) The residence address, not a post office box, shown on
any
motor vehicle operato license held by the person;

[13) Deleted Laws 1993, c. 69%82]

14) The receipt of any public benefit conditioned upon
residency,
defined subsintially as provided in this subsection; or

[15) Deleted Laws 1993, c. 69%2]

16) Any other objective facts tending to indicate a per@on
place of residence.

2. CHANGE A change of residence is made only by the act of removal, joined with the inten
to remain in another placeA person can have only one residence at any given time.

3. RESIDENCE RETAINEIA person does not lose the pers@residence if the person
temporarily leaves home and goes to another country, state or place in this State¢heit
intent of returning.

4. SEPARATE RESIDENCHe place where a pers@family resides is presumed to be the
persort place of residence, but a person may acquire a separate residence if the person takes
another abode with the intention of remainitigere. This subsection does not apply to

uniformed service voters, students and others covered by subsection 7.

5. SPOUSE MAY HAVE SEPARATE RESIDENQEarried person may be considered to have
a residence separate from that of the peréospouse for tke purposes of voting or holding
office For those purposes, residence is determined as if the person were single.

6. VOTING IN ANOTHER STATEA person loses the persd@ voting residence in this State
if the person registers to vote in another state ootes in another staté election, either in
person or by absentee ballofThat person is not eligible to register or vote in this State until
the person again qualifies under sectidii.
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7. UNIFORMED SERVICE VOTERS, STUDENTS, INSTITUTIONAL PATIENTBNSIDA
person does not gain or lose a residence solely because of the pirsmsence or absence
while employed in the uniformed service or the merchant marine of the United States, while a
student in any institution of learning, while kept in any togtn at public expense or while
residing upon any Indian or military reservatiofiis subsection may not be construed to
prevent a student at any institution of learning from qualifying as a voter in the municipality
where the student resides whiletanhding that institution.

8. VOTING RESIDENCE RETAINED person who has gained a voting residence in a
municipality retains it, if the person so desires, when the person becomes a patient at a federal
institution or an employee of a federal agency where person is required to reside on land
ceded to the Federal Government by the Stafehis subsection applies to a member of the
uniformed service, merchant marine or the National Guard who is required to be in a place
other than that in which the persohas gained a voting residence.

9. FEDERAL PROPERTX person residing on federal property, except as stated in subsection
5, is eligible to register and vote in the voting district in which the federal property is located.

10. BECOMING 18 ON FEDERAL PRERTY A person who becomes 18 years of age while
residing on federal property as a patient at a federal institution or an employee of a federal
agency, or while in the uniformed service, is considered to have gained a voting residence in the
municipalityin which the person resided at the time the person became such a patient,

employee or member of the uniformed service.

11. SPOUSE OF MEMBER OF UNIFORMED SERVICE OR MERCHANT MARBEEON

may have the same voting residence as that passgpouse who ia member of the uniformed

service or merchant marineA member of the uniformed service or merchant marine on

active duty, whose spouse has a place of residence in this State, may establish a residence in the
place of residence of the spouse by filingaffidavit with the registrar declaring an intention to

reside in that place upon severance from the uniformed service or merchant marine.

14. PERSONS INCARCERATED IN CORRECTIONAL FACILITTES residence of a person
incarcerated in a correctional fatylj as defined iitle 34-A, section 1001or in a county jail
does not include the municipality where a person is incarcerated unless the peasbresided
in that municipality prior to incarceration.

A person incarcerated in a correctional facility may apply to register to vote in any municipality
where that person has previously established a fixed and principal home to which the person
intendsto return.

15. NONTRADITIONAL RESIDENCEA person may have a nontraditional residence,
including, but not limited to a shelter, park or underpagspersort residency is not subject
to challenge on the sole basis that the perd@s a nontraditional rédence.

Under Me. Rev. Stat. Ann. tit. 24, 8112 residence for a person in a municipality for voting

purposes is that place where the person lessablished a fixed and principal home to which

the person intends to return, even after a temporary absenBackliffe v. Northport Village

Corp., 1998 ME 114, 711 A.2d 1282, 1998 Me. LEXIS 134 (1998).
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Where a candidate lived in a cabin in a ward other than the one from which he was elected,
and he made no showing whatever that he had enidie act of removal from that ward,

required byMe. Rev. Stat. Ann. tit. 24, §112(2) for a change of voting residence to the ward
he was to repesent, the candidate failed to meet the requirement that he be a qualified voter,
and he could not serve as a city councilor for the ward from which he was ele®eitier v.
Saco, 529 A.2d 329, 1987 Me. LEXIS 761 (Me. 1987).

For voting purposedMe. Rev. Stat. Ann. tit. 24, § 112(2)equates residence to domicile
Poirier v. Saco, 529 A.2d 329, 1987 Me. LEXIS 761 (Me. 1987).

Provision of Maine Constitution, Article Il, Section 1 denying the right to vote to persons under
guardianship for reasons of mental illness overturnBde v. Rowe 156 F. Supp. 2d 35 (Me.
2001).

STUDENT ELIGIBILITY

Maine Constitution, Article Il, Section 1 provides:

Quialifications of electors; written ballot; military servicemen; students . Every citizen

of the United States of the age of 18 yearglaipwards, excepting persons under guardianship
for reasons of mental illness, having his or her residence established in this State, shall be an
elector for Governor, Senators and Representatives, in the city, town or plantation where his
or her residene has been established, if he or she continues to reside in this State; and the
elections shall be by written balloBut persons in the military, naval or marine service of the
United States, or this State, shall not be considered as having obtainedstablished

residence by being stationed in any garrison, barrack or military place, in any city, town or
plantation; nor shall the residence of a student at any seminary of learning entitle the student to
the right of suffrage in the city, town or platitan where such seminary is establishédio

person, however, shall be deemed to have lost residence by reason of the Featsence

from the state in the military service of the United States, or of this State.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 112(7) (2008) provides:

UNIFORMED SERVICE VOTERS, STUDENTS, INSTITUTIONAL PATIENTS, INDRANS
person does not gain or lose a residence solely because of the pgrgmsence or absence
while employed in the uniformed service or the merchant marine of the Urides, while a
student in any institution of learning, while kept in any institution at public expense or while
residing upon any Indian or military reservatiofishis subsection may not be construed to
prevent a student at any institution of learningrr qualifying as a voter in the municipality
where the student resides while attending that institution.

UNIFORMED SERVICES AND OVERSEA S CITIZENS :

Maine Constitution, Article Il, Section 1 provides:

Qualifications of electors; written ballot; military servicemen; students . Every citizen

of the United States of the age of 18 years and upwards, excepting persons under guardianship
for reasons of mental illness, having his or her residence established in this Statee sinal

elector for Governor, Senators and Representatives, in the city, town or plantation where his
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or her residence has been established, if he or she continues to reside in this State; and the
elections shall be by written balloBut persons in the iititary, naval or marine service of the
United States, or this State, shall not be considered as having obtained such established
residence by being stationed in any garrison, barrack or military place, in any city, town or
plantation; nor shall the resitiee of a student at any seminary of learning entitle the student to
the right of suffrage in the city, town or plantation where such seminary is estahlidted
person, however, shall be deemed to have lost residence by reason of the geadmence

from the state in the military service of the United States, or of this State.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 112(7) (2008) provides:

UNIFORMED SERVICE VOTERS, STUDENTS, INSTITUTIONAL PATIENTS, INDRANS
person does not gain or lose a residence solely iseaof the perso@ presence or absence
while employed in the uniformed service or the merchant marine of the United States, while a
student in any institution of learning, while kept in any institution at public expense or while
residing upon any Indiamr military reservations This subsection may not be construed to
prevent a student at any institution of learning from qualifying as a voter in the municipality
where the student resides while attending that institution.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 112(11) (2008) provides:

SPOUSE OF MEMBER OF UNIFORMED SERVICE OR MERCHANT MAR¢ESOn may

have the same voting residence as that pe@&apouse who is a member of the uniformed

service or merchant marineA member of the uniformed service or merdhiamarine on

active duty, whose spouse has a place of residence in this State, may establish a residence in the
place of residence of the spouse by filing an affidavit with the registrar declaring an intention to
reside in that place upon severance frone thniformed service or merchant marine.

INCARCERATED PERSONS:

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 112(14) (2008) provides:

14. PERSONS INCARCERATED IN CORRECTIONAL FACILITTES residence of a person
incarcerated in &orrectional facility, as defined Tritle 34-A, section 1001or in a county jail
does not include the municipality where a person is incarcerateess the person had resided
in that municipality prior to incarceration.

A person incarcerated in a correctional facility may apply to register to vote in any municipality
where that person has previously established a fixed and principal home to thibigkerson
intends to return.

OTHERS:

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, 8§ 154 (2008) provides:

APPLICATION A person qualified to register under section 111, subsections 1 and 2 and who
resides outside the United Stz and does not maintain a fixed and principal home or other
address in the State may register at the last residence address immediately before leaving the
United States and enroll by filing a federal postcard application or an application designed by the
Secretary of State.
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ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 112(15) (2008) provides:

NONTRADITIONAL RESIDENCEA person may have a nontraditional residence, including,
but not limited to a shelter, park or underpas# persor residency is not subject to chatige
on the sole basis that the person has a nontraditional residence.

REQUESTING REGISTRAT 10N APPLICATIONS

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit.  21-A, § 122 (2008) provides:

A person may register as a voter by appearing betheeregistrar, proving that the person
meets the qualifications of section 111, subsections 1 to 3, and filing an application provided by
the registrar containing the information required by section 152 or 154, if applic8ldenship
residents may regist as provided in section 156.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 181 (2008) provides:
1. DESIGNATED VOTER REGISTRATION AGENCIERe designated voter registration
agencies pursuant to NVRA include, but are not limited to:

A. Inside agencies that includeetbepartment of the
Secretary ofState, Bureau of Corporations, Elections and
Commissions and Bureaf Motor Vehicles; and

B. Outside agencies that include the following:

1) The Department of Health and Human Services, Bureau of
Familyindependence, Buraaof Health and Bureau of
Rehabilitation;

2) The uniformed service recruitment offices;
3) The public high schools; and
4) The offices of municipal clerks and registrars.

2. VOTER REGISTRATIQNIhe agencies designated in subsection 1 shall provide voter
registration by January 1, 1995.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, 8§ 152 (2008) provides:

1. APPLICATION. In addition to the procedure provided by section 122, a person may register to
vote or enroll in a political party, or both, by completing an appligativat is designed by the
Secretary of State. The application must include, but is not limited to:

A. First name, middle name or initial and last name, first name or initial, middle name and
last name or first name and last name;

B. Residence address, inding street, street number, apartment number, town and zip
code;
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C. Mailing address;
D. Date of birth;
E. Repealed. Laws 1993, c. 695, § 10.

F. Most recent prior residence where registered to vote, including the name under which
registered, if changed,dal address and mailing address;

G. Repealed. Laws 1993, c. 695, § 11.

H. Notification that failure to complete the entire application may prevent registration;
|. Deleted. Laws 2003, c. 407, § 8, eff. June 3, 2003.

J. Date of application;

K. Signature opplicant;

L. Choice of political party if the applicant desires to enroll in a political party or an
indication that the applicant chose not to enroll in a party;

M. A place for the person's current, valid Maine driver's license number, if applicalife; or

the applicant has no driver's license number, the last 4 digits of the person's social security
number, if applicable; or, if the applicant
applicabled6; and

N. A place for the applicant to respond ttvé questions concerning the voter's
qualifications as required by the federal Help America Vote Act of 2002, Public Law 107
252.

2. ENTRY INTO CENTRAL VOTER REGISTRATION SYSTEM. Upon receipt of the application by
the registrar of voters, the applicant'sme and other information from the voter registration
application must be entered into the central voter registration system as expeditiously as possible.
The registrar shall provide the voter with a notice of disposition as required by section 122.

3. FALURE TO QUALIFY. The registrar of voters may investigate any application under this
section and reject the voter's application for failure to meet a voting qualification under this Title,
after written notice to the voter to the last known address providiby the voter.

4. PERSONS BORN UNITED STATES CITIZENS IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. Any person born a
United States citizen in a foreign country may register under this section in the same manner as a
person who was born a United States citizen within the temy of the United States.

62
AW 4 National Cam vaign For CANYRRY comMiTYER TOf
J FAIR ELECTIONS =~ Sertember 24,2008 W@ CIVIL RIGHTS

U N D E R L A W

www.nationalcampaignforfaire ions.org



5. DESIGN OF APPLICATION. The Secretary of State shall design the application. The Secretary
of State may design an application that can be completed electronically and that substantially meets
the requirements of this section.
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ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, 8§ 154 (2008) provides:
Registration and enrollment for citizens outside the United States
1. APPLICATION A person qualified to register under section 111, subsections 1 and 2 and
who resides outside the United States athokes not maintain a fixed and principal home or
other address in the State may register at the last residence address immediately before leaving

the United States and enroll by filing a federal postcard application or an application designed by
the Secretey of State The state application must include, but is not limited to:

A. First name, middle name or initial and last name, first
name orinitial, middle name and last name or first name
and last name;

B. Last residence address immediately before demarti
from the United States, including street, street number,
apartment numbertown and zip code;

C. Mailing address;

D. Date of birth;

[E, F. Deleted Laws 1995, c. 45%17]
[G. RepealedLaws 1993, c. 69§ 13]

H. Notification that failure tocomplete the entire
application maprevent registration;

[I. Deleted Laws 1997, c. 43§ 36]

J. Signature of applicant;

[K. Deleted Laws 2003, c. 40810, eff. June 3, 2003.
L. Date of application;

[M. Deleted Laws 1997, c. 438 36]

N. Choice of political party if the registrant wishes to
enroll in apolitical party or an indication that the applicant
chose not toenroll in a party;

O. A place for the perso& current, valid Maine drivér
licensenumber, if applicable; or, if the appli¢ has no
driver® licensenumber, the last 4 digits of the pers@n
social security number, #pplicable; or, if the applicant has
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neither number, a place to pdhoned or dnot applicablé,
and

P. A place for the applicant to respond to the questions
concerningthe voter® qualifications as required by the
federal Help Americ&/ote Act of 2002, Public Law 167
252

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, 8§ 156 (2008) provides:

In addition to section 632, registration, enroliment and voting by the residentofvaship are
governed by the following provisions.

1. REGISTRATION AND ENROLLMENT. A township resident who lives in a township for which

the county commissioners have not established a voting place as provided in section 632 may

register and enroll in anmunicipality within the applicant's representative district or, if the

applicant lives in a portion of a township not easily accessible to a municipality within the

representative district, the township resident may register and enroll in a more convenie

municipality within or outside the county. The township resident may register and enroll on
election day. The registrar shal/l designate the
the central voter registration system and on the incomingirg list.

2. VOTING. The township voter may vote in the town in which the voter is registered in any
election for offices of or questions concerning the unorganized territory in which the voter resides.
The voter may not vote at a municipal election an @ liquor option question. If the voter registers

in a town outside the voter's representative district, state senatorial district, county commissioner
district or county, the voter may vote for the offices of Representative to the Legislature, State
Sengor or any county office by using a ballot provided under section-806

SUBMITTING REGISTRATION FORMS:

For information about information required when registering to vote in Maine, please see the
Maine Bureau of Corporationg&lections and Commissions Website:
http://www.state.me.us/sos/cec/elec/

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 671(1) (2008) provides:

1. NAME ANNOUNCED. A voter who wishes to vote must state the vot@mame and, upon
request, residence address to an election clerk who shall announce the name in a loud, clear
voice.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 22(3) (2008) provides:

3. CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION Notwithstanding subsection 1 and Title 1, section 408,
a registered voter meets certain conditions, the voter's information must be kept confidential
as provided in this subsection.
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A. For a voter who is certified by the Secretary of State as a program participant in the
Address Confidentiality Program purant to Title 5, section 98, all records maintained
by the registrar pertaining to that voter must be kept confidential and must be excluded
from public inspection.

B. For a voter who submits to the registrar a signed statement that the voter has a good
reason to believe that the physical safety of the voter or a member of the voter's
immediate family residing with the voter would be jeopardized if the voter's residence
address were open to public inspection, that voter's residence address and mailnegad

if the mailing address is the same as or discloses the voter's residence address, must be
kept confidential and must be excluded from public inspection. The remainder of the
information in that voter's record that is designated as public informatiogection 196
remains a public record and may be made available to the public according to the use and
distribution requirements provided in that section. The voter's signed statement is also a
public record.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 141 (2008) provides:

When a person registers, the registrar shall ask whether or not the person wishes to enroll in
a political party If the answer is in the affirmative, the registrar shall ask in which party the
person wishes to enrall If the answer is in the rgative, the registrar shall note on the
enrollment portion of the application that the person chose not to enroll in a political party
Nothing in this section may be construed to require a person to enroll in a political party.

1. INFLUENCE PROHIBITED  he registrar shall not attempt to influence an applicant in any
aspect of the enrollment procedure and shall not allow anyone else present to do so.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 142 (2008) provides:

A voter who had initially chosen not to enroll ingarticular party may later enroll in a party by

filing an application with the registrar personally, by mail or otherwise, at any time, except that
on election day a voter must enroll in person.

1. CONTENT OF APPLICATION The application must contain tHellowing information:
Name of applicant, date of birth, residence address, voting distimct,nameof party in which
enroliment is requested, signature of the applicant and the date of application.

2. PARTY DESIGNATIONON receipt of the applicationfe registrar shall enter the party
designation of the applicant into the central voter registration system and file the application.

3. LENGTH OF TIME IN PARTYOnce a voter has enrolled in a party, the voter must remain
in that party for 3 months befor¢he voter can file an application for either a withdrawal or a
change in enrollment.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 121 (2008) provides:

The registrar has the exclusive power, subject to section 163, to determine whether a person
who applies for registtégon as a voter meets the qualifications prescribed by this Title.
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1. OATH MAY BE REQUIREDN making this determination, the registrar may require any
person who testifies before him concerning his qualifications or those of another to swear to
the truth of his statements.

1-A. IDENTIFICATION AND PROOF Registration applications taken by outside agencies

must be transferred to the Secretary of State within 5 days of recefpt applicant who

attempts to register within 30 days of an election must beisely that the registrar might not
receive the application before that election, but that the applicant may register in person before
or on election day.

Registration applications received by the Secretary of State from outside agencies 30 days or
more befae an election must be transferred to the appropriate regis&avffice within 7

business days of receipRegistration applications received by the Secretary of State from
outside agencies less than 30 days before an election must be transferredapphapriate
registra® office within 5 business days of receiegistration applications by mail or by a 3rd
person must be received in the regist@office by the close of business on the 21st day before
election day in order for persorimames to gpear on the incoming voting list for that election
The 20day period before the election is the closed period for outside registratiofise

registrar shall send the notice required by section 122 to all voters whose applications were
received by maibr a 3rd person by the 21st day before election day no later than the 18th day
before election day.

A person who registers during the 20 days before election day or on election day shall register
in person and show proof of identity and residend§/satsfactory proof of identity and

residency can not be provided to the registrar or deputy, the pe@arame is entered into the
central voter registration system and placed on the incoming voting list and the person casts a
challenged ballot.

2. POLITICAL RRTY NOT A QUALIFICATION The registrar shall be impartial as to the
political party of the applicant in determining the appli@woting qualifications.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 122 (2008) provides:

A person may register as a voter by appeatiedore the registrar, proving that the person

meets the qualifications of section 111, subsections 1 to 3, and filing an application provided by
the registrar containing the information required by section 152 or 154, if applic8lenship
residents mg register as provided in section 156.

1. ENTRY INTO CENTRAL VOTER REGISTRATION SYSTEM registrar shall enter the
name and other information from the voter registration application of the applicant into the
central voter registration system as expeditsly as possible after receipt of a voter
registration applicationThe registrar shall register a person by first name, middle name or
initial and last name, by first name or initial, middle and last name or by first name and last
name.

2. NOTICE OF DEPOSITION The registrar shall notify the applicant whether the application
for registration is accepted or rejected by providing the applicant with a written
acknowledgement notice, in the form prescribed by the Secretary of State, as expeditiously as
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possible after the votds information has been entered into the central voter registration

system If a mailed notice of acceptance is returned as undeliverable within 15 days after it is
sent, the registrar must reject the application and provide a nekmewledgement notice to

the applicant indicating the rejectioif a mailed notice of acceptance is not returned as
undeliverable within 15 days after it is sent, the voter is automatically designated as active in the
central voter registration system.

3.NOTICE OF NEW REGISTRATIONWhen an applicant states in the application that the
applicant last voted in another state, the registrar shall immediately send a notice of the
applican® new registration to the registrar of that jurisdictiomhe notice nust contain the
following:

A. The vote® name;

B. The name under which registered, if changed;
C. Date of birth; and

D. Former residence and mailing address.

The Secretary of State may facilitate the delivery of such notices electronically using tred centr
voter registration system.

4. ELECTION DAY REGISTRATION he registrar shall accept registrations of applicants who
appear in person on election dayhe registrar shall issue to each of these applicants a
certificate entitling the applicant to be pkd on the incoming voting list at the voting place
Only one certificate may be issued to a persddn applicant whose address has changed since
the applicant last voted must vote using the ballot or ballots for the new polling place, if
applicable, oelection day.

5. ALTERNATIVE REGISTRATION SCHEDULE FOR ABSENTEE VOTHRSclerk

receives a properly completed absentee ballot application that is signed by a person who is not
a registered voter in the municipality, a presumption of the pe@apuaification as a voter is
established The clerk shall send an absentee ballot to the voter at the address indicated, along
with a voter registration application under section 15Phe completed registration application
must be returned to the clerk by thelose of the polls on election day in order for the ballot

to be counted and may not be sealed with the voted absentee bdlidhe application is

received during the closed period and the registrar is not satisfied as to the p&rson

qualification asa voter, the registrar shall follow the requirements of section 121, subsection 1

A to place the perso® name on the incoming voting list and challenge the absentee ballot.

6. SCHEDULE FOR ACCEPTANCE OF REGISTRATIORKept as provided in paragraph A,
the registrar shall accept registrations on any business day or other day that th& d#ike is
open The names and other information from the voter registration applications of any persons
registering must be entered into the central voter registoatisystem and must be placed on

the incoming voting list.
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A. The registrar may accept only the registrations of
applicants wh@ppear in person as follows:

1) In a municipality with a population of 2,500 or fewer, on the
last business day that the cl&loffice is open before election
ay during the hours that the cle@office is open;

2) In a municipality with a population of more than 2,500, on
the last 5 business days that the clé@rbkffice is open before
election day during the hours that the clasloffice is open and
for 2 hours in the evening between 5 p.m. and 9 p.m. on at
leastone of these days; and

3) The names of voters registering during these periods must
be recorded as provided under subsection 7.

7. RECORD OF NAMESThe names of voters wihregister by appearing in person before the
registrar during the business days before election day under subsection 6 must be recorded as
provided in either paragraph A or B:

A. The registrar shall, after finding an applicant qualified,
issue ecertificake requiring the vote® name and other
required informationto be written on the original or any
supplemental incoming votitigt at the voting place on
election day The certificate must battached to, or
included with, the incoming voting list and keehas
provided in section 6980nly one certificate may be
recorded forany voter at an election; or

B. The registrar shall, after finding the applicant qualified,
enter the voter® name and other information from the
voter registrationapplication intahe central voter
registration system and add it thhe incoming voting list or
a supplemental incoming voting li®efore the polls are
opened, the registrar shall deliver the incomirging list
and any supplemental incoming voting list or lists @ th
clerk. The inclusion of a pers@ name on these lists will
entitle the applicant to vote on election daAll references
in this Titleto the use of the incoming voting list before,
during and afteelection day are considered to include the
supplemetal incomingvoting list or lists as provided in this
paragraph.

8. CHANGE OF SCHEDULEThe hourly schedule established by this section may be changed
by the municipal officers according to the needs of the municipality.

9. REGULATION OF REGISTRATION MONDRS Anyone who wishes to monitor the
names and addresses of persons who are registering at the re@stféice or the cler office
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shall inform the registrar or clerk of that intentAnyone who wishes to monitor the names

and addresses of persomso are registering at the polling place shall inform the registrar or
clerk of that intent by submitting a written, signed statement containing the proposed mé&nitor
name, address and intenThe registrar or clerk may designate a place where a person
monitoring registrations may standrhe registrar or clerk shall then announce the name and
address of individuals registering to vote in a loud and clear vdigeerson monitoring
registrations shall direct any questions the person has to the registralerk. These

gquestions must be limited to information pertinent to the qualifications of an individual to
register A person monitoring registrations may not ask questions of individuals waiting to
register concerning their eligibility to voteA polling place registration monitor may not handle
or inspect registration cards, files or other materials used by the registrar or clerk except as
provided in section 22 A monitor may not inhibit the work of the registrar or clerklf the

work of a registar or clerk appears to be inhibited, the warden may request a reduction in the
number of monitors present in the polling placA registrar or clerk may require a person
monitoring registrations who violates the provisions of this subsection to leavéuiiding.

PROCESSING APPLICATIONS.:

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 122 (2008) provides:

A person may register as a voter by appearing before the registrar, proving that the person
meets the qualifications of section 111, settions 1 to 3, and filing an application provided by
the registrar containing the information required by section 152 or 154, if applicdlaenship
residents may register as provided in section 156.

1. ENTRY INTO CENTRAL VOTER REGISTRATION SYSTIERe registrar shall enter the
name and other information from the voter registration application of the applicant into the
central voter registration system as expeditiously as possible after receipt of a voter
registration applicationThe registrar shallegister a person by first name, middle name or
initial and last name, by first name or initial, middle and last name or by first name and last
name.

2. NOTICE OF DISPOSITIONThe registrar shall notify the applicant whether the application

for registraton is accepted or rejected by providing the applicant with a written
acknowledgement notice, in the form prescribed by the Secretary of State, as expeditiously as
possible after the votés information has been entered into the central voter registration

system If a mailed notice of acceptance is returned as undeliverable within 15 days after it is
sent, the registrar must reject the application and provide a new acknowledgement notice to

the applicant indicating the rejectiorf a mailed notice of acpgance is not returned as
undeliverable within 15 days after it is sent, the voter is automatically designated as active in the
central voter registration system.

3. NOTICE OF NEW REGISTRATIONWhen an applicant states in the application that the
applicanhlast voted in another state, the registrar shall immediately send a notice of the
applican® new registration to the registrar of that jurisdictiomhe notice must contain the
following:

A. The vote® name;
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B. The name under which registered, if chad,;
C. Date of birth; and
D. Former residence and mailing address.

The Secretary of State may facilitate the delivery of such notices electronically using the central
voter registration system.

4. ELECTION DAY REGISTRATION he registrar shall accept risgrations of applicants who
appear in person on election dayhe registrar shall issue to each of these applicants a
certificate entitling the applicant to be placed on the incoming voting list at the voting place
Only one certificate may be issued #goperson An applicant whose address has changed since
the applicant last voted must vote using the ballot or ballots for the new polling place, if
applicable, on election day.

5. ALTERNATIVE REGISTRATION SCHEDULE FOR ABSENTEE VOTHRSclerk

receives a properly completed absentee ballot application that is signed by a person who is not
a registered voter in the municipality, a presumption of the pe&apualification as a voter is
established The clerk shall send an absentee ballot to the vaethe address indicated, along
with a voter registration application under section 15Phe completed registration application
must be returned to the clerk by the close of the polls on election day in order for the ballot

to be counted and may not be aked with the voted absentee ballolf the application is

received during the closed period and the registrar is not satisfied as to the p&rson
qualification as a voter, the registrar shall follow the requirements of section 121, subsection 1
A to plae the persoi name on the incoming voting list and challenge the absentee ballot.

6. SCHEDULE FOR ACCEPTANCE OF REGISTRATIORKEept as provided in paragraph A,
the registrar shall accept registrations on any business day or other day that th& affite is

open The names and other information from the voter registration applications of any persons
registering must be entered into the central voter registration system and must be placed on
the incoming voting list.

A. The registrar may accept onllge registrations of
applicants whappear in person as follows:

1) In a municipality with a population of 2,500 or fewer, on the
last business day that the clé&loffice is open before election
day during the hours that the cle@koffice is open;

2) Ina municipality with a population of more than 2,500, on
the

last 5 business days that the cl@rbffice is open before
election day during the hours that the cléloffice is open and
for 2 hours in the evening between 5 p.m. and 9 p.m. on at
least

one o these days; and
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3) The names of voters registering during these periods must
be
recorded as provided under subsection 7.

7. RECORD OF NAMESThe names of voters who register by appearing in person before the
registrar during the business days beforecéten day under subsection 6 must be recorded as
provided in either paragraph A or B:

A. The registrar shall, after finding an applicant qualified,
issue ecertificate requiring the votés name and other
required informationto be written on the originabr any
supplemental incoming votitigt at the voting place on
election day The certificate must battached to, or
included with, the incoming voting list and sealed as
provided in section 6980nly one certificate may be
recorded forany voter at arelection; or

B. The registrar shall, after finding the applicant qualified,
enter the voter® name and other information from the
voter registrationapplication into the central voter
registration system and add it the incoming voting list or
a supplemetal incoming voting listBefore the polls are
opened, the registrar shall deliver the incomiraging list
and any supplemental incoming voting list or lists to the
clerk. The inclusion of a persd@ name on these lists will
entitle the applicant to viee on election day All references
in this Titleto the use of the incoming voting list before,
during and afteelection day are considered to include the
supplemental incomingpting list or lists as provided in this
paragraph.

8. CHANGE OF SCHEDULEThe hourly schedule established by this section may be changed
by the municipal officers according to the needs of the municipality.

9. REGULATION OF REGISTRATION MONITOR&nyone who wishes to monitor the
names and addresses of persons who are registettiige registraé office or the cler office
shall inform the registrar or clerk of that intentAnyone who wishes to monitor the names

and addresses of persons who are registering at the polling place shall inform the registrar or
clerk of that intert by submitting a written, signed statement containing the proposed mdkitor
name, address and intenThe registrar or clerk may designate a place where a person
monitoring registrations may stand he registrar or clerk shall then announce the named an
address of individuals registering to vote in a loud and clear vdigeerson monitoring
registrations shall direct any questions the person has to the registrar or.clEnlese

questions must be limited to information pertinent to the qualificatiofan individual to

register. A person monitoring registrations may not ask questions of individuals waiting to
register concerning their eligibility to vateA polling place registration monitor may not handle
or inspect registration cards, files or ath materials used by the registrar or clerk except as
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provided in section 22 A monitor may not inhibit the work of the registrar or cletklf the

work of a registrar or clerk appears to be inhibited, the warden may request a reduction in the
number of nonitors present in the polling placeA registrar or clerk may require a person
monitoring registrations who violates the provisions of this subsection to leave the building.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 113 (2008) provides:

A registered voter who mogs to another state within 30 days before a presidential election
may not be removed from the incoming voting list and the v@eegistration may not be
cancelled in the central voter registration system until after the electibhe voter may vote
at that presidential election in person or by absentee ballot.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 103 (2008) provides:

Registration appeals board

In a city or town that has a population of 5,000 or more, if a person is aggrieved by the decision
of the registrarof voters to cancel that persdh registration in the central voter registration
system or to reject that perso voter registration application, that person may appeal in

writing to the registration appeals board.

1. POPULATION OF 5,000 OR OVER he regstration appeals board consists of 3 members
who must be appointed as follows: The municipal committee of each of the major political
parties shall nominate one member, who must be enrolled in the party of the municipal
committee that nominates the memheaind the municipal officers shall appoint the persons
nominated by the municipal committees and the 3rd member must be nominated by the clerk
of the municipality and appointed by the municipal officfiise clerk of the municipality may

give the municigdacommittees of the political parties a list of qualifications necessary for a
person to fulfill the duties of the registration appeals board, and the municipal committees shall
take those qualifications into consideration when nominating members to thedbdhe 2
members of the board nominated by the municipal committees of the major political parties
may be members of the municipal committee nominating them and of the county or state
committees of the political party that nominates them and may be neesbf a state or

county delegation to a political conventioliVhen a municipal committee nhominates a member

to the registration appeals board, it shall also nominate an alternate board member, who serves
if the member nominated by the municipal commitis@r becomes unable to serv&he

municipal clerk may not serve as a member or alternate member of the registration appeals
board.

2. REPEALEDLaws 1999, c. 42§ 4.

3. TERM OF OFFICEzach member nominated by the municipal committees of the major
political parties and appointed to the board shall serve for 3 years and until the mé&nber
successor is appointed and sworfihe member nominated by the clerk of the municipality and
appointed to the board shall serve for 4 years and until that mer@lmccessor is appointed
and sworn.

4. CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD The member nominated by the clerk of the municipality is
chairman of the board.
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5. VACANCY. When there is a vacancy on the board, the alternate board member nominated
by the municipal committeefdhe political party of the former incumbent shall serdéan
alternate is not available, the municipal officers shall appoint a qualified person nominated by
the municipal committee of the party of the former incumbent to fill the vacarntihe

vaa@ncy is in the office of the chair of the board, the municipal officers shall appoint a qualified
person hominated by the clerk of the municipality to fill the vacanégcancies must be filled

for the remainder of the term of office.

6. APPEAL HEARINGUpon receipt of a complaint by a person aggrieved by the decision of
the registrar, the chair of the registration appeals board shall immediately fix a time and place
for the board to meet for a prompt hearingThe voter must be given written notice of ¢h

hearing at least 20 days in advance and must have the opportunity to testify and to present
witnesses and other evidence at the hearifithe hearing is de novoAfter hearing, the board

may affirm, modify or reverse the decision of the registrar ofevret The aggrieved person

may appeal the decision of the board to the Superior Court in accordance with Rule 80B of the
Rules of Civil Procedure.

7. ACTIONS OF THE REGISTRATION APPEALS BOARDegistration appeals board may
only act by unanimous or majty action.

8. REMOVAL FROM OFFICEA member of the board may be removed from office at any time
during the membéds term by the appointing authority if the appropriate nominating authority
nominates a replacemenfAny replacement member shall serve dhé remainder of the
replaced membés term.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 163 (2008) provides:

In a municipality that does not have a registration appeals board, if a person is aggrieved by the
decision of the registrar of voters to cancel that perébregistration in the central voter

registration system or to reject that pers@registration application, the person may appeal in
writing to the municipal officers by filing a complaifihe municipal officers shall immediately

fix a time and placeof a prompt hearing The voter must be given written notice of the

hearing at least 20 days in advance and must have the opportunity to testify and to present
witnesses and other evidence at the hearifigne hearing is de novoAfter hearing, the

municpal officers may affirm, modify or reverse the decision of the registrar of voféne

aggrieved person may appeal the decision of the municipal officers to the Superior Court in
accordance with Rule 80B of the Rules of Civil Procedure.

COMPLETING A CHANGE OF RESIDENCE AND/OR NAME FORM

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 115(3) (2008) provides:

3. CORRECT NAME AND ADDRESS ON INCOMING VOTING LLSA person whose

name, or residence address in a municipality that has voting tistlises not appear correctly
on the incoming voting list on election day may not vote at any election until it is corrected as
provided in section 661.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 129 (2008) provides:
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Change of name or address

When a vote® name ichanged by marriage or other process of law, or when he moves
within a municipality, the following provisions apply.

1. NOTICE The voter must give written notice to the registrar of his new and former names
or addresses before the close of registratiqmsor to election day.

2. CORRECTION OF NAME OR ADDRESShe registrar shall correct the voté& name or
address in the central voter registration system and on the incoming voting list, and the voter
must then vote under the vot& new name or in the n& district on election day.

A. In a municipality that has more than one voting district, if
avoter has changed the vot&raddress and votes absentee
after theclose of registration, the voter must send a written
notice of thevoter® new address along thithe voter®
absentee applicatiomotifying the registrar of the votés

new address A certificatecontaining the votes name and
new address must be directed to tivearden of the vote®
new voting place to be attached to the incomwfing list

on election day.

3. FAILURE TO NOTIFYIf a voter fails to notify the registrar of a change of name or address
before the close of registrations, the voter must appear before the registrar on election day
and follow the procedure outlined in section 661 lit voter wishes to vote, unless the

registrar has already made the correction in following the procedure prescribed by section 128
If the voter wishes to exercise the right to vote, the voter must vote using the ballot or ballots
for the new polling plae, if applicable, on election day.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 661 (2008) provides:

1. ERROR IN INCOMING VOTING LIST . The registrar shall correct any error in the
incoming voting list or centralvoter registration system that might otherwise deprive
a voter of the voter's franchise.

A. A voter who is prevented from voting because the
voter's name or address does not appear correctly
on the incoming voting list may request the registrar
to correct it.

B. If the name or address of the voter was omitted
by error from or placed incorrectly on the incoming
voting list, the registrar shall issue a certificate to
the voter containing the voter's correct name and
address and directed to the warden of the
appropriate voting place. The registrar shall correct
th e name and address on the incoming voting list
and in the central voter registration system.
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C. On receipt of the certificate, the warden shall
allow the person named in it to vote, check the
voter's name on the certificate as having voted and
attach the c ertificate securely to the incoming voting
list.

2. CHANGE OF NAME OR ADDRESShe registrar shall change a name or address on the
incoming voting list.

A. A voter whose name or address has changed as provided
in section129 may request the registrar tcdhange it on the
incoming votindist and in the central voter registration
system.

B. The registrar shall issue a certificate to the voter, who
may voteas provided in subsection 1.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 162-A (2008) provides:

Change of addressonfirmation notice

The following provisions govern the change of address confirmation notice and procedures for
updating a votgs status in the central voter registration system.

1. CHANGE OF ADDRESS CONFIRMATION NOTICEXxcept as provided in section 22
subsection 3, a registrar shall send by forwardable mail a change of address confirmation notice,
with a postage prepaid and preaddressed return notice, to the last known place of residence of
each person the registrar has identified as having a clafragdress If a registrant has moved

within the municipalit§ jurisdiction, a registrar shall change the vateecord to reflect the

new address before sending the change of address confirmation ndtiaeegistrant has

moved outside the municiggi® jurisdiction, a registrar shall also include information on voter
registration procedures in the new jurisdiction.

2. CHANGE OF VOTEBS STATUS A voter registration may be cancelled in the central
voter registration system if the voter confirmsdhthe voter has moved from the municipadity
jurisdiction If a voter fails to respond to the change of address confirmation notice, the voter
must be designated on the incoming voting list and in the central voter registration system as
inactive A voter who has been designated as inactive and fails to vote for the next 2 general
elections must be cancelled in the central voter registration systdra voter who is

designated as inactive votes at any election prior to cancellation in the centralregistration
system, the inactive designation of the voter must be changed to adiigéress verification

may be requested at the polls before allowing a voter designated as inactive to vote.

3. REPEALEDLaws 2001, c. 313 14.

3-A. DETERMINE; APPRE The Secretary of State shall determine or approve the design
and contents of the notices required by this section.
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ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §111(4) (2008) provides:
4. REGISTRATION The person must be registered to vote in that municipality.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 113 (2008) provides:

Rightsurviveschange of residence
A registered voter who moves to another state within 30 days before a presidential election
may not be removed from the incoming voting list and the v@eegistration may not be

cancelled in the central voteegistrationsystem until after the electionThe voter may vote
at that presidential election in person or by absentee ballot.

SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 156 (2008) provides:

Speciaprovisions for township residents

In addition to section 632, registration, enrollment and voting by the resident of a township are
governed by the following provisions.

1. REGISTRATION AND ENROLLMENTA township resident who lives in a township for

which the county commissioners have not established a voting place as provided in section 632
may register and enroll in any municipality within the appl@aepresentative district or, if the
applicant liveén a portion of a township not easily accessible to a municipality within the
representative district, the township resident may register and enroll in a more convenient
municipality within or outside the countyThe township resident may register andreth on

election day The registrar shall designate the applicant as a township voter with the I&kter

in the central voter registration system and on the incoming voting list.

2. VOTING. The township voter may vote in the town in which the voter isgistered in any
election for offices of or questions concerning the unorganized territory in which the voter
resides The voter may not vote at a municipal election or on a liquor option questibrihe

voter registers in a town outside the voté@rregesentative district, state senatorial district,

county commissioner district or county, the voter may vote for the offices of Representative to
the Legislature, State Senator or any county office by using a ballot provided under section 606
A.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, 8§ 606-A (2008) provides:

Special provisions for owdf-district voters

A voter who registers and votes under section 156 in a municipality outside his representative
district, state senatorial district, county commissioner district ouaty, may vote for the

offices of Representative to the Legislature, State Senator or any county office by using a ballot
obtained under this section.
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1. CLERK TO NOTIFY The clerk of a municipality in which voters have registered or enrolled
under sectbn 156 shall notify the Secretary of State of those registrations and enrollments at
least 60 days before any election.

2. SECRETARY OF STATE TO FURNISH BALLOT®: Secretary of State shall review the
number of votes cast at the last election of that éypy persons registered and enrolled under
section 156 when determining the number of ballots to be furnished to each municipality
These ballots must contain the names of the nominees or candidates for offices in the electoral
divisions in which the vots registered under section 156 reside.

3. VOTER TO USE PROPER BALLOIhe election clerk in charge of the ballots at each

voting place shall insure that each voter, registered in that municipality under section 156, who
resides in a different electoraludsion obtains and uses the proper ballot provided under this
section.

4. HOW FURNISHED Ballots provided under this section shall be furnished to voting places
in accordance with sectioB06.

5. COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICTS; COUNTY REFERENDUWIsl tovnship resident
registers under section 156 in a municipality outside his county commissioner district, or
outside his county in the case of a county referendum, the commissioners of his county shall
perform the duties of the Secretary of State under théction and section 752, subsection 1,
paragraph B The clerk of a municipality in which these voters have registered or enrolled
under section 156 shall notify the county commissioners of those registrations and enrollments
at least 120 days before anleetion for county commissioner or for the determination of a
county referendum question

INFORMATION FOR THIRD PARTY REGISTRATION GROUPS

ASSISTANCE WITH REGISTRATION GENERALLY:

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 153-A (2008) provides:

Alternative registration procedure for voters with disabilities

1. ALTERNATIVE APPLICATION FOR VOTER WHO IS UNABLE TO SI@N applicant

who is unable to sign that applic@Bhhame because of a physical disability may use awsignat
stamp or authorize another person to sign on behalf of the applicant on an application to
register to vote or to enroll or make any changes to the appliG@mbter registration status, as
provided by this Title The individual assisting the applicahall prepare and sign the
registration application or form, along with an alternative registration signature statement, at
the applicari direction, in the presence of the applicant and one corroborating withébe
individual assisting the applicamd the corroborating witness must be registered to vote in
the State, but neither may be a candidate, the appl&amployer or an agent of that employer
or an officer or agent of the applica®tunion The alternative registration signature statement
form must be designed by the Secretary of State and must indicate that:
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A. The applicant is unable to sign the appli@&aname
because of physical disability;

B. The applicant meets all the qualifications to become a
registeredvoter in the State or tomake the requested
changes to the votds registration; and

C. The information supplied on the form concerning the
applicant igrue.

2. ALTERNATIVE APPLICATION FOR VOTER WHO BECOMES UNABLE TO SIGN AFTER
BEING REGISTEREIR voter who becomes unable to sighat voter® name because of a
physical disability after being registered to vote and who wishes to change thé&voter
registration or enrollment status may do so by using a signature stamp or by authorizing
another registered voter to sign on the vot@rbehalf if the voter files with the voter

registration application or form an alternative registration signature statement prepared in
accordance with subsection 1.

3. SIGNING PETITIONSOnce an alternative registration signature statement is on fila wit
the registrar, the voter may authorize any other Mairegjistered voter to sign candidate
petitions and any Maine Clean Election Act forms requiring a @gégnature in the presence
and at the direction of the voter, except that the individual assgsthe voter may not be a
candidate, the circulator of the petition or form, the votremployer or an agent of that
employer or an officer or agent of the vot@runion In addition to using the voté signature
stamp or signing for the voter, the inddual assisting the voter must print and sign the
individuas own name and residence address on the petition or form and attest that the
individual is signing on the votebehalf This method of signing satisfies the requirements in
this Title that wters personally sign candidate petitions.

4. REGISTRAR ASSISTANCAKh applicant or voter described in subsection 1 or 2 who does
not have another registered voter available to assist the applicant or voter may request the
registrar to provide that assiahce If the applicant or voter is unable to appear at the office of
the registrar, the registrar shall visit the individual to provide that assistance, upon request and
with reasonable notice The municipality shall pay the registrar travel expensébeasame

rate paid other municipal employees.

RESTRICTIONS REGARDI NG FORMS :

For a link to the National Registration Form, skgp://www.longdistancevoter.org/maine

REGISTRATION MONITOR _S:

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 122(9) (2008) provides:

9. REGULATION OF REGISTRATION MONITOR&nyone who wishes to monitor the

names and addresses of persons who are registering at the re@stféice or the clerk office
shall inform the registrar or clerk of that intentAnyone who wishes to monitor the names

and addresses of persons who are registering at the polling place shall inform the registrar or
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clerk of that intent by submitting a written, signed statemeaitaining the proposed monitér
name, address and intenThe registrar or clerk may designate a place where a person
monitoring registrations may stand he registrar or clerk shall then announce the name and
address of individuals registering to gah a loud and clear voiceA person monitoring
registrations shall direct any questions the person has to the registrar or.clEnlese

questions must be limited to information pertinent to the qualifications of an individual to
register. A person moritoring registrations may not ask questions of individuals waiting to
register concerning their eligibility to vateA polling place registration monitor may not handle
or inspect registration cards, files or other materials used by the registrar or @gdept as
provided in section 22 A monitor may not inhibit the work of the registrar or clerklf the

work of a registrar or clerk appears to be inhibited, the warden may request a reduction in the
number of monitors present in the polling placA registrar or clerk may require a person
monitoring registrations who violates the provisions of this subsection to leave the building.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 22 (2008) provides:

1. PUBLIC RECORDS. All lists, books, documents and records requirkd prepared by or filed
with a public official are public records, except as otherwise provided in this Title. Public records
are open to public inspection during regular business hours under proper protective regulations
made by the official charged Wwitheir custody.

2. BALLOTS. Ballots are not public records and may be inspected only in accordance with this
Title.

3. CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION. Notwithstanding subsection 1 and Title 1, section 408, if a
registered voter meets certain conditions, theter's information must be kept confidential as
provided in this subsection.

A. For a voter who is certified by the Secretary of State as a program participant in the
Address Confidentiality Program pursuant to Title 5, sectiorBd@ll records maintained
by the registrar pertaining to that voter must be kept confidential and must be excluded
from public inspection.

B. For a voter who submits to the registrar a signed statement that the voter has a good
reason to believe that the physical safety of theevair a member of the voter's

immediate family residing with the voter would be jeopardized if the voter's residence
address were open to public inspection, that voter's residence address and mailing address,
if the mailing address is the same as or disefothe voter's residence address, must be

kept confidential and must be excluded from public inspection. The remainder of the
information in that voter's record that is designated as public information in section 196
remains a public record and may be reaVailable to the public according to the use and
distribution requirements provided in that section. The voter's signed statement is also a
public record.

4. REPEALED. Laws 2005, c. 364, § 3.

5. SIGNATURE AND IDENTIFICATION NUMBER OF REGISTERED VONeRvithstanding
subsection 1 and Title 1, section 408, the voter's signature and identification number on the voter
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registration application and associated records in electronic format are designated as nonpublic
records and the registrar shall excludeoe items from public inspection. Voter signatures on
voter registration applications and associated records in a printed-bapg format are public
records in accordance with subsection 1 and Title 1, section 408.

6. DISCLOSURE OF VOTER'S SIGNATURE ARENTIFICATION NUMBER
ELECTRONICALLY. A voter's signature and identification number in electronic format that are
excluded from public inspection pursuant to subsection 5 and associated records may be made
available for inspection only to the voter of rewh to municipal and state election officials, to a law
enforcement agency that makes a written request to use the information for a bona fide law
enforcement purpose or to a person identified by a court order if directed by that order.

STATEWIDE VOTER REGI STRATION DATABASE

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit.  21-A, § 172(2008) provides:

Voter registration file

The registrar shall prepare and keep a voter registration file containing the voter registration
documents for each voter in the ogéral voter registration system, arranged alphabetically by
the last name of each voter, except that any voter certified by the Secretary of State as a
program participant in the Address Confidentiality Program pursuadtitie 5, section 9B

must be listed on voter registration documents only by the voter code assigned to that voter
under the program and these documents must be placed at the enteddiphabetized voter

file. The file must contain an original, signed voter registration application for each voter, with
associated applications containing changes of name, address or enrollment and any
documentation concerning these applications or thelifications for these votersinformation

in the file pertaining to any voter certified by the Secretary of State as a program participant in
the Address Confidentiality Program must be kept under seal and excluded from public
inspection When a votei® registration is cancelled from the central voter registration system,
the registrar shall indicate on the vorregistration documents the date that the vofer
registration was cancelled and retain the documents for the time period specified inrs@atio
either in the same file, or in a separate filEhe registrar must retain the voter registration
documents for each rejected voter in a separate file for the time period specified in section 23.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 23(1) (2008) provides

1. REGISTRATION AND ENROLLMENT APPLICATIQNBhe registrar shall keep registration

and enrollment applications and requests and all documentation of changes in registration and
enrollment as part of each active or inactive voter's permanent registragoard. Records must

be kept only 2 years for a voter whose registration has been cancelled or for an applicant whose
registration application has been rejected.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 161 (2008) provides:
Responsibilities of registrar
2-A. MAINTENANCE OF VOTER REGISTRATION INFORMATIONhe registrar in each
municipality shall keep the central voter registration system current at all times for the voters
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in the registraf municipality The Secretary of State shall by rule determine the progfam
voter list maintenance required by the National Voter Registration Act of 1993egistrar

may not cancel a vot& registration in the central voter registration system solely because the
registered voter did not vote in previous elections.

4. PROQF OF QUALIFICATION IS REQUESTED the registrar is in doubt as to the
qualifications of a person to vote, the registrar shall fix a reasonable time and place for a
hearing and give written notice of the hearing to the voter at the last known addressded

by the voter at least 20 days in advandehe voter must have the opportunity to testify and to
present witnesses and other evidence at the hearifige voter may respond in person or in
writing with proof of qualifications prior to the date of theearing After the hearing, the
registrar shall determine whether the voter has met the voting qualifications and shall act
accordingly If the voter offers satisfactory proof of qualifications to the registrar, either prior
to or at the hearing, the rgistrar may not cancel the vot@rregistration in the central voter
registration system f the voter fails to offer satisfactory proof of qualifications to the registrar,
either prior to or at the hearing, the registrar may cancel the vd@eegistraton in the central
voter registration system|f the voter fails to appear at the hearing and the registrar has proof
that the voter does not meet the qualifications, the registrar may cancel the &ategistration

in the central voter registration syste The registrar shall notify the voter, in writing, of the
action taken and advise the voter of the appropriate appeal authority as specified in thidfTitle
the registrar decides to cancel the vofierregistration in the central voter registrationsgm

after the hearing and a municipal or state election occurs before the cancelled voter has
exhausted all appeals, then the voter remains in the central voter registration system for the
election and may cast a challenged ballot.

5. RECORD OF NAMES ADIEAND CANCELLED The registrar shall keep a record of the
names added to or the registrations cancelled in the central voter registration system and the
date when the action was taken.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 661(1) (2008) provides:

1. ERROR INNICOMING VOTING LIST The registrar shall correct any error in the
incoming voting list or central voter registration system that might otherwise deprive a voter of
the voter® franchise.

A. A voter who is prevented from voting because the
voter® name oraddress does not appear correctly on the
incoming voting list magequest the registrar to correct it.

B. If the name or address of the voter was omitted by error
from or placed incorrectly on the incoming voting list, the
registrar shallssue a certifida to the voter containing the
voter® correct nameand address and directed to the
warden of the appropriate votinglace The registrar shall
correct the name and address on tlir@coming voting list

and in the central voter registration system.
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C. On receipt of the certificate, the warden shall allow the
personnamed in it to vote, check the vot& name on the
certificate ashaving voted and attach the certificate securely
to the incomingvoting list.

REMOVAL OF VOTERS :

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 128 (2008) provides:

Before printing the final incoming voting list prior to any election, the registrar shall update the
central voter registration system as follows:

1. REGISTRAR SHALL REVIEW RECORD®: registrar shall reew the records of marriage,
death, change of name and change of address in the office of the clerk or the assessors or as
provided by the Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Vital Records or the
Department of the Secretary of State, BureafuMotor Vehicles and shall revise the central

voter registration system accordingly;

2. CLERK PROVIDES LISThe clerk shall, if requested, provide the registrar with a list,
certified by the clerk to be true, of the marriages, deaths and changesdbhtaiace since the
last update of the central voter registration systeifine registrar shall use this list to update
the central voter registration system accordingly; or

3. MARRIAGE; NOTICE OF INQUIRMTf the registrar determines that a voter has maualj

the registrar may not for that reason alone cancel a v@eegistration in the central voter
registration system The registrar may send a notice inquiring whether, as a result of marriage,
that voter® name or address has been changlathing inthis subsection relieves a voter of

the duty to give the registrar written notice of a change of name or address in accordance with
section 129.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 162-A (2008) provides:

Change of address confirmation notice

The following prwisions govern the change of address confirmation notice and procedures for
updating a votds status in the central voter registration system.

1. CHANGE OF ADDRESS CONFIRMATION NOTICEXxcept as provided in section 122,
subsection 3, a registrar shallngeby forwardable mail a change of address confirmation notice,
with a postage prepaid and preaddressed return notice, to the last known place of residence of
each person the registrar has identified as having a change of adtfrassgistrant has mode
within the municipalit jurisdiction, a registrar shall change the v@eecord to reflect the

new address before sending the change of address confirmation ndtiaeegistrant has

moved outside the municipal@yjurisdiction, a registrar shallso include information on voter
registration procedures in the new jurisdiction.

2. CHANGE OF VOTEBs STATUS A voter registration may be cancelled in the central
voter registration system if the voter confirms that the voter has moved from the mpaiity®
jurisdiction If a voter fails to respond to the change of address confirmation notice, the voter
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must be designated on the incoming voting list and in the central voter registration system as
inactive A voter who has been designated as inaet@nd fails to vote for the next 2 general
elections must be cancelled in the central voter registration systHra voter who is

designated as inactive votes at any election prior to cancellation in the central voter registration
system, the inactiveesignation of the voter must be changed to activeldress verification

may be requested at the polls before allowing a voter designated as inactive to vote.

3-A. DETERMINE; APPROVEhe Secretary of State shall determine or approve the design
and contems of the notices required by this section.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 161 (2008) provides:
Responsibilities of registrar

2-A. MAINTENANCE OF VOTER REGISTRATION INFORMATIOMhe registrar in each
municipality shall keep the central voter registratigystem current at all times for the voters

in the registrai municipality The Secretary of State shall by rule determine the program for
voter list maintenance required by the National Voter Registration Act of 1983egistrar

may not cancel a voté registration in the central voter registration system solely because the
registered voter did not vote in previous elections.

4. PROOF OF QUALIFICATION IS REQUESTHDthe registrar is in doubt as to the
qualifications of a person to vote, the regatshall fix a reasonable time and place for a
hearing and give written notice of the hearing to the voter at the last known address provided
by the voter at least 20 days in advandehe voter must have the opportunity to testify and to
present witnessg and other evidence at the hearingihe voter may respond in person or in
writing with proof of qualifications prior to the date of the hearingfter the hearing, the
registrar shall determine whether the voter has met the voting qualifications afidasha
accordingly If the voter offers satisfactory proof of qualifications to the registrar, either prior
to or at the hearing, the registrar may not cancel the vd@eregistration in the central voter
registration system If the voter fails to offersatisfactory proof of qualifications to the registrar,
either prior to or at the hearing, the registrar may cancel the v@eegistration in the central
voter registration system|f the voter fails to appear at the hearing and the registrar has proof
that the voter does not meet the qualifications, the registrar may cancel the @ategistration

in the central voter registration systenirhe registrar shall notify the voter, in writing, of the
action taken and advise the voter of the appropriate appe#hority as specified in this Titldf
the registrar decides to cancel the vofeiregistration in the central voter registration system
after the hearing and a municipal or state election occurs before the cancelled voter has
exhausted all appeal$ien the voter remains in the central voter registration system for the
election and may cast a challenged ballot.

5. RECORD OF NAMES ADDED AND CANCELLEDhe registrar shall keep a record of the
names added to or the registrations cancelled in the centoéér registration system and the
date when the action was taken.

TIME LIMITS :

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 172 (2008) provides:
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Voter registration file

The registrar shall prepare and keep a voter registration filet@iming the voter registration
documents for each voter in the central voter registration system, arranged alphabetically by
the last name of each voter, except that any voter certified by the Secretary of State as a
program participant in the Address Cadéntiality Program pursuant title 5, section 9B

must be listed on voter registration documents only by the voter code assigned to that voter
under the program and these documents must be placed at the end of the alphabetized voter
file. The file must contain an original, signed voter registration application for each voter, with
associated applications containing changes of name, address omemtadind any

documentation concerning these applications or the qualifications for these vdtgmmation

in the file pertaining to any voter certified by the Secretary of State as a program participant in
the Address Confidentiality Program must bepkeinder seal and excluded from public
inspection When a votei® registration is cancelled from the central voter registration system,
the registrar shall indicate on the voiBregistration documents the date that the voier
registration was cancelleahd retain the documents for the time period specified in section 23,
either in the same file, or in a separate filEhe registrar must retain the voter registration
documents for each rejected voter in a separate file for the time period specifiestiion 23.

CORRECTING THE REGISTRATION LIST -APPLICATIONS AND CHALLENGES

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 661(1) (2008) provides:

1. ERROR IN INCOMING VOTING LISTThe registrar shall correct any error in the

incoming votig list or central voter registration system that might otherwise deprive a voter of
the voter® franchise.

A. A voter who is prevented from voting because the
voter® name oraddress does not appear correctly on the
incoming voting list magequest the regstrar to correct it.

B. If the name or address of the voter was omitted by error
from or placed incorrectly on the incoming voting list, the
registrar shallssue a certificate to the voter containing the
voter& correct nameand address and directed thé

warden of the appropriate votinglace The registrar shall
correct the name and address on tlirecoming voting list

and in the central voter registration system.

C. On receipt of the certificate, the warden shall allow the
personnamed in it to votecheck the vote® name on the
certificate ashaving voted and attach the certificate securely
to the incomingvoting list.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, §161(4) (2008) provides:

4. PROOF OF QUALIFICATION IS REQUESTHBDthe registrar is in doubt as tthe
qualifications of a person to vote, the registrar shall fix a reasonable time and place for a
hearing and give written notice of the hearing to the voter at the last known address provided

85 LAWYERS’ COMMITTEE FOR

ER‘I"&‘:E“"‘“““ i September 24, 2008 @@ CIVIL RIGHTS

www.nationalcampaignforfairelections.org U N P E R L A W



https://www.lexis.com/research/buttonTFLink?_m=e0fc8bcc5c6d3147114bc216b04724ef&_xfercite=%3ccite%20cc%3d%22USA%22%3e%3c%21%5bCDATA%5b21-A%20M.R.S.%20%a7%20172%5d%5d%3e%3c%2fcite%3e&_butType=4&_butStat=0&_butNum=2&_butInline=1&_butinfo=5%20MECODE%2090-B&_fmtstr=FULL&docnum=1&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVzb-zSkAB&_md5=e2b914ff7333cbd80cdaf743da445a6e

by the voter at least 20 days in advandehe voter must havehe opportunity to testify and to
present witnesses and other evidence at the hearifilge voter may respond in person or in
writing with proof of qualifications prior to the date of the hearingfter the hearing, the
registrar shall determine whethehe voter has met the voting qualifications and shall act
accordingly If the voter offers satisfactory proof of qualifications to the registrar, either prior
to or at the hearing, the registrar may not cancel the vd@eregistration in the central voter
registration system f the voter fails to offer satisfactory proof of qualifications to the registrar,
either prior to or at the hearing, the registrar may cancel the vd@emegistration in the central
voter registration system|f the voter fails to apear at the hearing and the registrar has proof
that the voter does not meet the qualifications, the registrar may cancel the &ategistration

in the central voter registration systenirhe registrar shall notify the voter, in writing, of the
action taken and advise the voter of the appropriate appeal authority as specified in thislfTitle
the registrar decides to cancel the vofeiregistration in the central voter registration system
after the hearing and a municipal or state election occurs leefioe cancelled voter has
exhausted all appeals, then the voter remains in the central voter registration system for the
election and may cast a challenged Ivallo

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 103 (2008) provides:

Registration appeals board

In a city o town that has a population of 5,000 or more, if a person is aggrieved by the decision
of the registrar of voters to cancel that pers@&mvegistration in the central voter registration
system or to reject that perso@ voter registration application, thgerson may appeal in

writing to the registration appeals board.

1. POPULATION OF 5,000 OR OVER he registration appeals board consists of 3 members
who must be appointed as follows: The municipal committee of each of the major political
parties shall nminate one member, who must be enrolled in the party of the municipal
committee that nominates the member, and the municipal officers shall appoint the persons
nominated by the municipal committees and the 3rd member must be nominated by the clerk
of the municipality and appointed by the municipal officéFle clerk of the municipality may
give the municipal committees of the political parties a list of qualifications necessary for a
person to fulfill the duties of the registration appeals board, andhtii@icipal committees shall
take those qualifications into consideration when nominating members to the bddre 2
members of the board nominated by the municipal committees of the major political parties
may be members of the municipal committee nomimgthem and of the county or state
committees of the political party that nominates them and may be members of a state or
county delegation to a political conventiolVhen a municipal committee nominates a member
to the registration appeals board, it shalso nominate an alternate board member, who serves
if the member nominated by the municipal committee is or becomes unable to.s&he
municipal clerk may not serve as a member or alternate member of the registration appeals
board.

2. REPEALEDLaws 1999, c. 4268 4.
3. TERM OF OFFICEzach member nominated by the municipal committees of the major

political parties and appointed to the board shall serve for 3 years and until the m&mber
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successor is appointed and sworfihe member nominated byhe clerk of the municipality and
appointed to the board shall serve for 4 years and until that mer@lsrccessor is appointed
and sworn.

4. CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD The member nominated by the clerk of the municipality is
chairman of the board.

5. VACANCY. When there is a vacancy on the board, the alternate board member nominated
by the municipal committee of the political party of the former incumbent shall sdfan

alternate is not available, the municipal officers shall appoint a qualified persamated by

the municipal committee of the party of the former incumbent to fill the vacarntthe

vacancy is in the office of the chair of the board, the municipal officers shall appoint a qualified
person hominated by the clerk of the municipalityfiibthe vacancy Vacancies must be filled

for the remainder of the term of office.

6. APPEAL HEARINGUpon receipt of a complaint by a person aggrieved by the decision of
the registrar, the chair of the registration appeals board shall immediatelytifneaand place

for the board to meet for a prompt hearingThe voter must be given written notice of the
hearing at least 20 days in advance and must have the opportunity to testify and to present
witnesses and other evidence at the hearifigne hearings de novo After hearing, the board

may affirm, modify or reverse the decision of the registrar of votéfhe aggrieved person

may appeal the decision of the board to the Superior Court in accordance with Rule 80B of the
Rules of Civil Procedure.

7. ACTIONS OF THE REGISTRATION APPEALS BOARDxegistration appeals board may
only act by unanimous or majority action.

8. REMOVAL FROM OFFICEA member of the board may be removed from office at any time
during the membéds term by the appointing authority the appropriate nominating authority
nominates a replacemeniny replacement member shall serve out the remainder of the
replaced membds term.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 163 (2008) provides:
Appeal

In a municipality that does not have a régison appeals board, if a person is aggrieved by the
decision of the registrar of voters to cancel that perébregistration in the central voter
registration system or to reject that pers@registration application, the person may appeal in
writing to the municipal officers by filing a complaifihe municipal officers shall immediately
fix a time and place for a prompt hearingihe voter must be given written notice of the
hearing at least 20 days in advance and must have the opportunity to tesdifip present
witnesses and other evidence at the hearifigne hearing is de novoAfter hearing, the
municipal officers may affirm, modify or reverse the decision of the registrar of voldrs
aggrieved person may appeal the decision of the matiofficers to the Superior Court in
accordance with Rule 80B of the Rules of Civil Procedure.
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SECTION Il dAUTHORITIES REGARDIN G POLLING PLACES
AND PREPARATION FOR ELECTION DAY

VOTING PRECINCTS :

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. ti t. 21-A, 8§ 631(1) (2008) provides:

1. PROCEDUREThe municipal officers may divide a town or ward into convenient voting
districts after public notice and hearing held at least 90 days before an eleétitar the

hearing, the municipal officers shakpare a certificate defining the limits of each distrithe
municipal officers shall file the certificate with the clerk who shall recordlite clerk shall
immediately file an attested copy of the certificate with the Secretary of Stlte clerkshall

post an attested copy of the certificate in a conspicuous, public place in the town or ward, and
shall publish it in at least one newspaper having general circulation in the municipality at least 30
days before election dayoting districts, once gtablished, may be consolidated into a lesser
number of districts by following the same procedunéoting districts may be established or
consolidated under this section for all or only certain classes of elections.

POLLI NG PLACES :

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 627 (2008) provides:

Arrangement of voting place
The arrangement of a voting place is governed by the following provisions.

1. GENERAL LAYOUT The voting place must be arranged so that the ballot box is within
view of persons presentEach voting booth must be arranged so that those outside the
guardrail enclosure can see who enters and leaves it.

2. GUARDRAIL A guardrail must be constructed so that only those inside its enclosure can
approach within 6 feetfothe ballot box and the voting booths.

3. FLAG DISPLAYEDANn American flag must be displayed in each voting place at any election.

4. MINIMUM SIZE OF POLLING PLACE; COMPLAINT TO SECRETARY OF STATE
Municipalities must provide a polling place large ehdogllow at least one worker from each
political party to remain outside the guardrail enclosure as a pollwatchHéhe municipality

uses an incoming voting list for a polling place that is divided into separate segments by voting
district or by the dphabetic listing of votefhames, then the municipality must allow at least

one worker from each political party to remain outside the guardrail enclosure as a pollwatcher
at each separate segment of the voting lidtditional party workers and otherare allowed if

there is sufficient space at the polling platiethe space at the polling place is so limited that

the presence of the additional party workers and others would interfere with the election
process, the warden shall prohibit their presendéthe chair of any parfg state committee
submits a written complaint to the Secretary of State at least 60 days before an election, the
Secretary of State shall authorize an inspection of the polling place considered to be too small
to allow party wakers access|If the Secretary of State finds a polling place to be too small to
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allow party workers access, the Secretary of State shall instruct the municipal officers to change
the location of the polling place to one of a suitable siZ&e municipabfficers shall advertise

the change of the polling place at least 3 times in the daily or weekly newspaper, or both, that
covers the area.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 681 (2008) provides:

Positions at polling place
The guardrail area is governed khetfollowing provisions.

1. WITHIN THE GUARDRAIL ENCLOSURHhe clerk, election officials and not more than 2
voters in excess of the number of voting booths may be within the guardrail enclo3ine
warden may permit peace officers to be within the krstre to enforce the law All other
persons must remain outside of the enclosure.

2. LIMITED TIME WITHIN GUARDRAIL ENCLOSUREfter entering the guardrail enclosure,
the voter shall proceed to vote as soon as a voting booth is available and may eotitigin

the voting booth or guardrail enclosure once the voter has completed voting and deposited all
ballots into the ballot box.

3. VOTING BOOTH Except as provided in paragraphs A and B, no one may enter a voting
booth with a voter.

A. If the voter requests assistance under section 672, an
electionofficial designated by the warden or an aide
requested by the votemay enter the voting booth with the
voter.

B. If a voter is accompanied by a person of 17 years of age
or younger, the person may enterehvoting booth with the
voter.

4. OUTSIDE THE GUARDRAIL ENCLOSURIEsufficient space exists, party workers and
others, in addition to the pollwatchers allowed pursuant to section 627, may remain in the
voting place outside the guardrail enclosure agjlas they do not attempt to influence voters
or interfere with their free passagdf a person attempts to influence voters or interfere with
their free passage, the warden shall have the person removed from the voting place.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 621-A (2008) provides:

Announcing an election

The Secretary of State shall send a notice of election to the municipal clerk, who shall announce
the election as follows.

1. NOTICE POSTEDThe clerk shall post or have posted a notice of election, atddty the
clerk, in a conspicuous public place in each voting district in the municipality at least 7 days
immediately before election day and at each voting place on election day.

89
AW 4 National Cam vaign For CANYRRY comMiTYER TOf
J FAIR ELECTIONS =~ Sertember 24,2008 W@ CIVIL RIGHTS

U N D E R L A W

www.nationalcampaignforfaire ions.org



2. NOTICE RECORDEDThe clerk shall record a copy of the notice along witle times and
places of posting

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, 8 622-A (2008) provides:

Notice of election

The notice of election must contain the following items: a heading that sthlesce of

Electiord in bold type, the day, date and title of tledection, the voting district designation, if

any, the name and location of the voting place, the opening and closing times of the polls and a
list of the offices and referendum questions for that electidine clerk may add times for
processing absentdmallots pursuant to section 759, subsectian 7

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 759 (2008) provides:

Counting procedure

7. PROCESSING BEFORE CLOSE OF POLLS. A notice signed by the municipal clerk must be
posted at least 7 days before election daylie same manner as posting the notice of election,
under section 624A, stating each specific time that the clerk intends to begin processing
absentee ballots on election day. The warden shall follow the procedures required by
subsections 1 to 6 to procesabsentee ballots before the close of the polls. The clerk shall

notify the chairs of each political party of the municipality, in writing, that this procedure is to
occur. This notice must be considered sufficient as long as it is mailed to the lastadd

each municipal chair that is known to the clerk.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 629 (2008) provides:
Voting booths

Voting booths are governed by the following provisions.

1. PROVIDED BY MUNICIPALITYThe municipal officers of each municipaltalé provide a
sufficient number of voting booths for each electiofhose municipalities using voting
machines must comply with section 811, subsection 4.

A. In a general election, the municipal officers in each municipalisy provide at least one
voting booth for each 200, or fractioexceeding 1/2 of that number, of the qualified voters in
eachvoting place For purposes of this paragrapbgualified voteré does not include voters
who have been designated as inactive eessalt of voter list mainénance procedures.

A-1. In every election, the municipal officers shall provide at leastvoting booth in each
voting place that is accessible for persovith disabilities The accessible voting booth may be
used to meethe minimum requirements und@aragraph A, except that it may not kike only
voting booth used at the polling place.

B. In other than a general election, the municipal officers pnayide fewer voting booths than
required by paragraph A whesircumstances indicate that fewer boothdll be adequate to
providefor an orderly flow of voters on election day.
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C. In any election, the municipal officers may provide more thamtiraber of voting booths
required by paragraph A.

D. A reasonable time before a general election, the SecraeshBtate shall notify the clerk of
each municipality of the requirement$ this subsection The clerk shall calculate the number
of votingbooths required at each voting place based on the number of votgistered at that
time. Within 10 days after eceiving the noticethe clerk shall certify in writing to the
Secretary of State theaumber of voters registered at each voting place and the number of
voting booths the municipality will provide at each voting placetierelection.

E. The Secretary dtate may arrange for inspections to ensure timanicipalities comply with
this subsection.

2. VOTING MACHINES In municipalities which have voting machines, the municipal officers
must also provide sufficient voting booths and paper ballots to enswguade voting facilities.

3. DESCRIBEDEach booth must have within it a pencil or marker without an eraser and a
shelf on which a voter may mark a ballot convenienfiy instruction poster provided under
section 605 must be securely placed above thalfdio assist the voter Each booth must have
back and side panels large enough to screen the voter from the observation of others.

4. BOOTH FOR THE VISUALLY IMPAIREDhe clerk shall equip at least one of the voting
booths at the voting place with an kmged instruction poster, a magnifying device and an
adjustable lamp for improved lightingihe clerk may also equip the voting booth with an
enlarged sample ballot at the cl@&lown discretion The voting station provided by the State
along with the acessible voting device may be used to meet the requirements of this
subsection The voting station may not be used at the polling place for purposes other than
voting.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 812 (2008) provides:
Requirements for machines
A voting machine used in the conduct of state elections must meet the following requirements.

1. SECRECYIt must be constructed so that each voter may vote in secrecy.

2. VOTING LIMITED It must permit a voter to vote once and only once for each candidate
andeach question for whom or on which he is entitled to votd must prevent a voter from
voting for more persons for an office than there are offices to be filled.

3. WRITEIN VOTE It must permit a voter to vote for a writein candidate.

4. FORM AND CONTENT OF BALLOT LABELThe titles of offices may be arranged
horizontally with the names of candidates for an office arranged vertically under the title of the
office, or the titles of offices may be arranged vertically with the names of candidates for an
office arranged horizontally opposite the title of the office, or the titles of offices and the names
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of candidates for an office may be arranged in any horizontal and vertical combination as may
be determined advisable by the Secretary of State.

The name®f candidates must be printed in the order provided by law and, in general elections,
the party designation of each candidate, which may be abbreviated, must be printed following
the candidat& name If there are more candidates for an office than capbinted in one

column or on one ballot page, the ballot label must be clearly marked that the list of candidates
is continued on the following column or page and, so far as possible, the same number of
names must be printed on each column or pagerows may be used to indicate the place to
vote for each candidate and on each measure.

4-A. REPEALEDLaws 2003, c. 6586.

5. VOTING RESTRICTED AT PRIMARN must prevent a voter from voting for the
nomination of candidates of more than one party atanary election.

6. UNAUTHORIZED VOTING PROHIBITEDIt must prevent a voter from voting for any
office or upon any question for whom or on which he is not entitled to vote.

7. CHANGE OF VOTE PERMITTED must permit a voter to change or retract a voteethas
attempted to cast for any person, or on any question, before his vote has been completed and
registered.

8. DEVICE FOR PRINTING OR PHOTOGRAPHING CANDIDATE OR QUESTION
COUNTERS It may be provided with a device or devices for printing and photographi
candidate and question counters which will provide a record before the polls open and after
the polls close.

9. OFFICIAL APPROVAL REQUIREDmust be of an identical type approved by the
Secretary of State and the Attorney General.

10. PAPER AUDIT TRA Except for an accessible voting system that must be provided by
2006 in compliance with the federal Help America Vote Act of 2002 as provided in section
812-A, subsection 1, it must produce or employ permanent paper records of the votes cast
that areable to be verified by individual voters before their votes are cast and that provide a
manual audit capacity for the machinla the case of direct recording electronic voting
machines, those records must also identify the individual machines that gebtluem without
revealing the identities of the voters who cast the ballotts all cases, these records must be
reviewed in the event of a recount and considered in conjunction with the maghioguced
tally.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 811 (2008) provides:

Obtaining and using
A municipality may obtain and use voting machines according to the following provisions.

1. PURCHASED OR RENTED he municipality may either purchase or rent voting machines.
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2. USE AUTHORIZEDThe voting machines shall bead at each type of election authorized

by the legislative body of the municipali®nce authorization has been given for use of the
machines at any type of election, that authorization continues until specifically revoked by the
legislative body.

3. USHN ONE OR MORE DISTRICTSA municipality which has more than one voting district
may use voting machines in one or more of the districts as determined by its legislative body.

4. PROVIDED BY MUNICIPALITYn those municipal voting districts using votmgchines,

the municipal officers of each municipality must provide at least one voting machine for each
450, or fraction exceeding 1/2 of that number, of the voters qualified to vote at each voting
place.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, 8§ 632(1) (2008) provides:

1. VOTING PLACES IN UNORGANIZED TOWNSHIPShe procedure for establishing a
voting place in unorganized townships is as follows.

A. The commissioners of each county may provide or
contract with amunicipality to provide a voting place in any
unorganized township irtheir county, for all state and
national elections, including primaelections, where all
residents of unorganized places entitled to vate
municipalities near the township, under section 156, may
casttheir ballots under conditions vided in this section.

B. The registrar of the contracting municipality shall
designate theroters as township voters, pursuant to
section 156, in the centraloter registration system and
shall include their names on tlecoming voting list for the
contracting municipality.

C. The conduct of elections at that voting place shall be the
same asn municipalities and all provisions of the Revised
Statutes withrespect to voting districts are applicable to
that voting place The powers and duties of the miipal
officers in such case amonferred upon the commissioners
or the municipal officers of theontracting municipality.

D. Upon receipt of a petition signed by at least 10 persons
qualifiedto vote under section 156, the commissioners shall
provide or contract with a municipality to provide a voting
place in theunorganized township provided in the petition.

POLLING PLACE PROCEDURES DURING VOTING

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 626 (2008) provides:

Polling times
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The following provisions apply to polling times at any election.

1. OPENING TIME FLEXIBLEhe polls must be opened no earlier than 6 a.m. and no later
than 9 a.m. on election day; except that in municipalities with a population of less than 4,000,
the pollsmust be opened no later than 10:00 a.m. on election dElye municipal officers of

each municipality shall determine the time of opening the polls within these limits.

2. CLOSING TIME FIXEDThe polls must be closed at 8 p.m. on election day, except in
municipalities of population less than 100 which may close the polls after all registered voters
have voted.

A. The warden shall give all voters present at the voting
place aftclosing time the opportunity to vote Any person
who arrives at thevoting placeafter the time for closing the
polls has passed may natte.

3. POLLING TIMES IN ELECTION NOTICHhe municipal clerk shall state the times of
opening and closing the polls in the notice of the election

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 621-A (2008) provides:

Announcing an election

The Secretary of State shall send a notice of election to the municipal clerk, who shall announce
the election as follows.

1. NOTICE POSTEDThe clerk shall post or have posted a notice of election, attested by the
clerk,in a conspicuous public place in each voting district in the municipality at least 7 days
immediately before election day and at each voting place on election day.

2. NOTICE RECORDEDThe clerk shall record a copy of the notice along with the times and
places of posting

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 651 (2008) provides:

Furnishing and distribution
The following procedure shall be observed on election day.

1. ELECTION MATERIALS SENT TO VOTING PLA®efore the polls are opened, the clerk
shall delier or have delivered the election materials marked for each voting place to the
warden at that voting placeThe warden shall give the clerk a receipt noting the number of
ballots received after the election officials have opened the boxes of ballotgesified the
contents.

A. Notwithstanding section 606, subsection 3, in a
municipalitythat has an island voting district, the clerk may
deliver the ballotaand other election materials to that
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district on the day before thelection and leave them in the
protective custody of the warden oward clerk.

2. ELECTION MATERIALS DISTRIBUTED AND POSTBDany time after the materials are
received and before the polls are open, the clerk may open the packages or boxes of election
materials, break the seals oretipackages not markeiballotsg and use the materials for
instructional purposesThe election officials shall post one instruction poster in each voting
booth and 2 instruction posters outside the guardrail where they are visible to voters before
they have voted The election officials shall also post 2 sets of sample ballots or 2 sets of
sample ballot labels for each ballot being used in that voting place, along with 2 posters of the
constitutional resolutions and statewide referenda, outside the gadrathere they are visible

to voters.

2-A. REPEALEDLaws 1995, c. 45%55.

2-B. OPENING OF BALLOT PACKAGESIo more than one hour before the opening of the
polls, the warden shall break the seals on the packages containing the ballots and digtabute
ballots to the election clerks in charge of therfihe breaking of the seals on the packages
containing the ballots is a public proceeding and any member of the public may be present.

3. BALLOT BOX EXAMINED Before opening the ballots, the warden slwgden the official

ballot box, examine it and show publicly that it is emplsnmediately after examination, the
warden shall lock the box and deliver the key to the ward clerk who shall keep it until the polls
are closed After the box has been locked, may not be moved until the polls are closed.

4. VOTING STARTSAs soon as the duties required by subsections 1 to 3 have been
performed, the warden shall permit voting to start.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 652 (2008) provides:

Certified incomingroting list and official ballot box

The certified copies of the incoming voting list provided by the registrar and official ballot
boxes must be used exclusively at each voting pl#fcé becomes impossible to use the official
ballot box, the warden sl direct the method by which voting is to proceedhe warden shall
record the reason why the ballot box was not used and shall place an attested copy of this
record in the package with the ballots cast.

INFORMAT ION POSTED AT POLLIN G LOCATIONS :

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, 8§ 624(1) (2008) provides:

1. POSTING OF The registrar shall post a certified copy of the incoming voting list for each
voting district at the usual voting place in that district before gudls are opened on election
day.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, 8§ 651(2) (2008) provides:
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2. ELECTION MATERIALS DISTRIBUTED AND POSTEDany time after the materials are
received and before the polls are open, the clerk may open the packages or bbakstion
materials, break the seals on the packages not magkatotsd and use the materials for
instructional purposesThe election officials shall post one instruction poster in each voting
booth and 2 instruction posters outside the guardrail wd¢hey are visible to voters before

they have voted The election officials shall also post 2 sets of sample ballots or 2 sets of
sample ballot labels for each ballot being used in that voting place, along with 2 posters of the
constitutional resolutiongind statewide referenda, outside the guardrail where they are visible
to voters.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 605(3) (2008) provides:

3. POSTER FOR PROSPECTIVE REGISTRANTS AND VOTHERSecretary of State shall
prepare instruction posters to advig@ospective registrants and voters of their rights.

A. An instruction poster advising prospective registrants
andvoters of their rights must be conspicuously posted at
the entrancego all polling places and voter registration
places.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 603 (2008) provides:

Sample ballots are governed by the following provisions.

1. SECRETARY OF STATE TO PREPARte Secretary of State shall prepare the sample
ballots.

A. The words6SAMPLE BALLQHIn bold type, the title and
date of theelection, and the name of the voting district
must be printed at theéop of the ballot The facsimile of

the state seal may not bgrinted on it It must be printed
flat Otherwise, it must beprinted substantially the same as
a regular ballot.

B. The batit must be printed on paper of a distinctive
color.

2. WHEN FURNISHED The Secretary of State shall send a reasonable number of sample
ballots to the clerk for posting as provided in section 625 and for voter information.

3. AVAILABLE FOR PUBLICATIONVithin a reasonable time before the election, the
Secretary of State shall make sample ballots available for publication in all newspapers having
general circulation in the area to which the ballots pertafnsingle sample ballot so published
may carry thename of each candidate for State Senator and Representative to the Legislature
in the area covered by the circulation of the newspap&he name of the voting district need

not be printed on the published sample ballot.

4. REPEALEDLaws 1995, c. 45% 38.
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4-A. CLERK TO REVIEW SAMPLE BALLOTHon receipt, the clerk shall review the sample
ballots for accuracy and must immediately notify the Secretary of State of any errors.

4-B. DUPLICATION OF SAMPLE BALLQOTSample ballots may be duplicated as ndeate
the clerk® own discretion.

5. SAMPLE BALLOT INSTRUCTIONS PRINTED IN FRENCH LANGUADIE Secretary of

State shall prepare ballot instructions in the French language, to be printed on a separate sheet
of paper that may conveniently be attached to gérballots The Secretary of State shall

furnish these ballot instruction sheets upon request by the clerk of a municipality

WHO MAY BE PRESENT A T THE POLLING PLACE

Generally :

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, 8§ 681(3) (2008) provides:

3. VOTING BOOTH. Except as provided in paragraphs A and B, no one may enter a voting
booth with a voter.

A. If the voter requests assistance under section 672, an
electionofficial designated by the warden or an aide
requested by the votemay enter the voting booth with the
voter.

B. If a voter is accompanied by a person of 17 years of age
or younger, the person may enter the voting booth with the
voter.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 672 (2008) provides:
Assistance

A voter who is unal® to read or mark the ballot because of physical disability, illiteracy or
religious faith may request another person, other than the va@temployer or agent of that
employer or officer or agent of the voté union, to assist the voter in reading thellbaor
marking the ballot according to the vot@rwishes When assisting a voter, the aide may not
tell the voter how to make the vote® choices or otherwise influence the voter in violation of
section 682.

1. ASSISTANCE BY ELECTION OFFICIALSe voter may request one or more election
officials to assist.

2. ASSISTANCE BY PERSONS NOT VOTERS assistant need not be a voter or of voting
age.

Observers:

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 681(4) (2008) provides:
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4. OUTSIDE THE GUARDRAIL ENCLOSURIEsufficient space exists, party workers and
others, in addition to the pollwatchers allowed pursuant to section 627, may remain in the
voting place outside the guardrail enclosure as long as they do not attemptueric# voters
or interfere with their free passagdf a person attempts to influence voters or interfere with
their free passage, the warden shall have the person removed from the voting place

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 1(30-A) (2008) provides:

30-A. POLLWATCHER dPollwatcheé means a party worker who remains in the voting place
outside the guardrail enclosure for the purpose of viewing the voting process, keeping track of
the voters who have voted or challenging voters whose qualificationsaappde in question.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 627(4) (2008) provides:

4. MINIMUM SIZE OF POLLING PLACE; COMPLAINT TO SECRETARY OF STATE
Municipalities must provide a polling place large enough to allow at least one worker from each
political paty to remain outside the guardrail enclosure as a pollwatcHéthe municipality

uses an incoming voting list for a polling place that is divided into separate segments by voting
district or by the alphabetic listing of votdisames, then the municigg must allow at least

one worker from each political party to remain outside the guardrail enclosure as a pollwatcher
at each separate segment of the voting lidtlditional party workers and others are allowed if
there is sufficient space at the potiiplace If the space at the polling place is so limited that

the presence of the additional party workers and others would interfere with the election
process, the warden shall prohibit their presendéthe chair of any partg state committee
submitsa written complaint to the Secretary of State at leastdiy/s before an election, the
Secretary of State shall authorize an inspection of the polling place considered to be too small
to allow party workers accesslif the Secretary of State finds a podiplace to be too small to

allow party workers access, the Secretary of State shall instruct the municipal officers to change
the location of the polling place to one of a suitable siZ&e municipal officers shall advertise

the change of the pollinggude at least 3 times in the daily or weekly newspaper, or both, that
covers the area

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, 8 682(2-A) (2008) provides:
2-A. APPLICATION This subsection governs the application of subsection 2.

A. Subsection 2 does not apply pollwatchers, who may
remain in thevoting place outside the guardrail enclosure as
long as they do noattempt to influence voters or interfere
with their free passage.

POLLING PLACES : CONDUCT, RULES AND PROHIBITIONS ON INTIM IDATION
AND DECEPTION OF VOTERS

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 682 (2008) provides:

Political activities

Certain activities are prohibited on election day.
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1. INSTRUCTION LIMITEDWithin the voting place, a person may not instruct another in the
methad of marking the ballot, except as provided in section 672.

2. INFLUENCE PROHIBITEDDN public property within 250 feet of the entrance to the
voting place as well as within the voting place itself, a person may not:

A. Influence another persd@decisiorregarding a candidate
or question that is on the ballot for the election that day; or

B. Attempt to influence another persé@decision regarding
acandidate or question that is on the ballot for the election
that day.

These limitations do not prohibit eandidate from attending the voting place and orally
communicating with voters as long as the candidate does not attempt to influence theirAote
candidate may not state the name of the office sought or request a pé&rsote.

2-A. APPLICATION This subsection governs the application of subsection 2.

A. Subsection 2 does not apply to pollwatchers, who may
remain in thevoting place outside the guardrail enclosure as
long as they do noattempt to influence voters or interfere
with their free passage.

B. Subsection 2 does not prohibit media representatives
from conducting an exit poll, as long as they do not solicit
voters untilafter the voters have voted and do not orally
communicate with voterén a way that influences a vofir
vote.

C. If a person tiempts to influence voters or interfere with
their free passage, the warden shall have that person
removed from thevoting place.

3. ADVERTISING PROHIBITER person may not display advertising material; operate an
advertising medium, including a soumdpdification device; or distribute campaign literature,
posters, palm cards, buttons, badges or stickers containing a caridatee or otherwise
intending to influence the opinion of any voter regarding a candidate or question that is on the
ballot for the election that day on any public property located within 250 feet of the entrance
to either the voting place or the building in which the regis@affice is located. The term
osound amplification deviééncludes, but is not limited to, sound truckeudspeakers and
blowhorns.

A. This subsection does not apply to advertising material on
automobiles traveling to and from the voting pladedoes

not prohibit a person from passing out stickers at the voting
place to bepasted on the ballot at a primaelection It

does not prohibit gperson who is at the polls solely for the
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purpose of voting fronwearing a campaign button when
the longest dimension of the buttotoes not exceed 3
inches.

B. Nonpolitical charitable activities and other nonpolitical
advertising may be allowed at the discretion of the clerk if
arrangements are made prior to election day
arrangements are nanhade in advance of the election day,
the warden may, at the wardéndiscretion, either allow or
prohibit nonpolitical charableactivities and other
nonpolitical advertising.

4. DEVICES FOR AUDIBLE COMMUNICATIONRarty workers or others may not use
cellular phones, voice pagers or similar devices to make audible voice communication within
the voting place that is in violatiarf subsection 2.

5. VIOLATION. A person who knowingly engages in activities prohibited by this section
commits a Class E crime.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 681(4) (2008) provides:

4. OUTSIDE THE GUARDRAIL ENCLOSURIEsufficient space exists, pamvorkers and

others, in addition to the pollwatchers allowed pursuant to section 627, may remain in the
voting place outside the guardrail enclosure as long as they do not attempt to influence voters
or interfere with their free passagdf a person attenpts to influence voters or interfere with

their free passage, the warden shall have the person removed from the voting place

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 662(4) (2008) provides:

4. COLLECTION OF SIGNATUREShe warden may select and designatgacific location

at the voting place, accessible and observable by the voters, where the collection of signatures
may take placePersons collecting signatures at the polls may make arrangements with the
clerk prior to election day and with the warden aglection day The warden may limit the

number of persons collecting signatures to one for each specific question, candidate or issue
Persons collecting signatures may not solicit a v@teignature until the voter has completed
voting The warden maylirect the removal, under subsection 2, paragraph A, of any person
collecting signatures who does not comply with the requirements of this subsection
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SECTION IV dAUTHORITIES REGARDIN G ABSENTEEVOTING
GENERALLY

VOTING BY ABSENTEE BALLOT :

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 751 (2008) provides:
Proper at any election

Absentee ballots may be cast at any election by any voter who requests an absentee ballot as
provided under this subchapteiThe voter need not specify a rean to receive an absentee ballot.

REQUESTING AN ABSENT EE BALLOT :

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 755 (2008) provides:
Deadline

In order to be valid, an absentee ballot must be delivered to the municipal clerk at any time befor
the polls are closed.

For more information, seéttp://www.longdistancevoter.org/maine

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, 8 753-A (2008) provides:

Procedure for requesting an absentee ballot

1. APPLICAIONS AVAILABLE On request, the clerk shall furnish a reasonable number of
absentee ballot applications to any person, except that an application may not be furnished more
than 3 months before the election for which the application will be usEllis supsection does not

apply to a uniformed service voter or an overseas voter who requests an absentee ballot under this
subchapter.

2. APPLICATION FOR STATE AND MUNICIPAL BALLOTS AT SAME TIM& municipal

election is to be held on the same date as a siadle election, absentee ballots for the municipal
and statewide election may be issued in response to the same application unless the municipal
ballots are not ready to be issued at the time the statewide ballot is avail@ble clerk may not

delay the $suance of a statewide absentee ballot in order to include a municipal ballot pursuant to
this subsection.

3. REQUEST IN WRITINGA voter may complete an application or make a written request for the
voter& own ballot by mail, in person or by facsimilEhe voter may designate an immediate family
member or a 3rd person to deliver the ballot on the votebehalf An immediate family member of
a voter may also make an application or written request for an absentee ballot for the voter.

A. An applicatioror a written request for an absentee ballot
must beaccepted by the clerk if it contains the following
information:
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1) The votes name;

2) The vote® residence address or other address sufficient to
identify the voter;

3) The signature of the voter or #voter® immediate family
member who is making the application or written requetan
immediate family member is either making the application or
written request or is designated in the application or written
request to deliver or return the ballot tdhe voter, then thefamily
relationship to the voter must also be provided; and

4) If applicable, a different address to which the applicasests
the ballot be sent or delivered.

B. If the voter needs assistance pursuant to subsection 5, then in
additon to the information required in paragraph A, the
followinginformation must be provided in order for the
application or writtenrequest to be accepted by the clerk:

1) The printed name and signature of the person who helped the
voter; and

2) A statementhat the aide helped the voter by either readiag
signing the application, or both.

C. If the voter wishes to have the ballot delivered or returned by
a 3rd person, then in addition to the information required in
paragraphA, the following information mst be provided in

order for the application or written request to be accepted by
the clerk:

1) The name of the 3rd person whom the voter has designatéd
3rd person may only be designated in an application or written
request that is signed by the voter.

4. APPLICATION BY TELEPHONR voter may make a telephone application for the vé@erwn
ballot In this case, the voter may not designate an immediate family member or a 3rd person to
deliver the ballot on the votds behalf The clerk shall ask theoter for the information required

and complete the application, with the exception of the vé@esignature, and shall writéelephone
requesb on the application The clerk shall also obtain the vot&rirth date and write it on the
application The clerk shall verify that it is the voter who is requesting the ballot by confirming the
voter® residence address and birth date with the information in the \®tegcord A telephone
application must be accepted by the clerk if it contains the \®teane, the votes date of birth,

the voterd residence address or other address sufficient to identify the voter and, if applicable, a
different address to which the applicant requests the ballot be sent or delivered.
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5. ASSISTANCE TO CERTAIN VOTERSvoter who is unable to read, sign or complete an
application because of physical disability, illiteracy or religious faith may request another person,
other than the vote® employer or agent of that employer or an officer or agent of the v&er
union, to asist the voter in reading, signing or completing the applicatidihan aide assists a voter
by reading or signing the application, the aide shall complete and sign the certificate on the
application stating that the aide has assisted the voter.

6. APPLIGTION BY EMAIL. A municipal clerk may opt to accept absentee ballot applications by
e-mail. If the clerk opts to accept absentee ballot applications-mai the clerk shall create a

specific email account for the purpose of acceptingrail applicatins. At least 120 days before any
election administered by the State, the clerk shall notify the Secretary of State of the clerk's
intention to accept absentee ballot applications byail and of the amail address used to accept

the absentee ballot appétions. The Secretary of State shall post on its publicly accessible website a
list of municipalities that have opted to accept absentee ballot applicationsnayl @long with the

e-mail addresses and procedures for requesting an absentee balletnayl.eThe Secretary of State
shall design or approve the form of the absentee ballot application to be submittednayl.e

If the clerk opts to accept absentee ballot applications {oyagl, a voter may make an application for

the voter's own ballot by email using the form designed or approved by the Secretary of State. The

voter may not designate an immediate family member or a 3rd person to deliver the ballot on the

voter's behalf. The clerk shall verify that it is the voter who is requesting theth@ticonfirming

the voter's residence address and birth date with the information in the voter's record. The clerk

shall printthe ema i | applicamaioh meduesi 6eodet he applicat

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 753-B (2008) provides:

Procedure for issuing absentee ballot

1. APPLICATION OR WRITTEN REQUEST RECEIVERon receipt of an application, written
request or telephone application for an absentee ballot that is accepted pursuant to sectigq 753
the clerk shall immediately issa@ absentee ballot and return envelope by mail or in person to the
applicant or to the immediate family member or to a 3rd person designated in a written application
or request made by the voter, except that the clerk does not have to issue a ballot byaraai

address outside the municipality for a voter whose request was received on the day before election
day or to any voter whose request was received on election day. The clerk shall type or write in ink
the name and the residence address of the vaitethe designated section of the return envelope.

2. RESTRICTIONS ON ISSUING BALLQOThe clerk may not deliver an absentee ballot to any 3rd
person who is a candidate or a member of a candi@atamediate familyThe clerk may not

deliver to an immedia family member or to a 3rd person any absentee ballot requested by
telephone The clerk may not issue more than 5 absentee ballots to any 3rd person designated in
applications or written requests at any time.

3. RETURN OF BALLOT BY 3RD PERSOAN 3rd person shall, unless good cause is shown, return
an absentee ballot to the clefikoffice within 2 business days of the date that ballot was provided to
the 3rd person or by the close of the polls on election day, whichever is earlibe clerk shall

inform the 3rd person of the deadline for the return of the ballot.
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4. DUPLICATE APPLICATIONThe clerk may issue a 2nd state absentee ballot to an applicant if
the applicant requests one by an acceptable method outlined in this subchapter and:

A. The applicanstates good cause, including, but not limited to,
loss of, spoiling of or damage to the first absentee ballot; or

B. An absentee ballot for the applicant that was furnished to a
designated 3rd person was not returned to the cl@rbffice

within the timelimit provided in subsection.3If a ballot for an
applicant is not returned to the clerk within that time limit, the
clerk shall mail or hand deliver a ballot to that applicant and may
not issue another ballot to the applicant except for good cause
asprovided in this subsectionThis paragraph does not affect

the deadline for delivery of absentee ballots under section 755.

The clerk may also issue a 2nd state absentee ballot to a voter from whom the clerk has received a
return envelope apparently contang a state absentee ballot when the State has provided the clerk
with replacement ballots to reflect the removal of a candidateame or the addition of a new
candidat@& name or the correction of an errorWhen a 2nd state absentee ballot is issuedito

voter under this section, the clerk must write the wordsecond ballot issuéxbn the return

envelope.

5. ALTERNATE METHOD OF BALLOTING BY RESIDENTS OF CERTAIN LICENSED FACILITIES
The municipal clerk shall designate one or more times during thdeg(period prior to an election

during which the municipal clerk shall be present in each licensed nursing home subject to the
provisions of Title 22, chapter 405; licensed residential care facility subject to the provisions of Title
22, chapter 1664; and sisted housing program subject to the provisions of Title 22, chapter 1664,

in the municipality for the purpose of conducting absentee voting by residents of these facilities. The
licensed residential care facilities referred to in this subsection arecthitat are licensed as Level 1l
facilities The clerk shall designate which areas in these facilities constitute the voting place, the
voting booth and the guardrail enclosur&ections 681 and 682 apply to voting in these facilities
within the areas dagnated by the clerk.

6. CLERK TO KEEP LIST OF ABSENTEE VOTHIRS clerk shall create and maintain, in the
central voter registration system, an alphabetical list, by district, of the persons who requested or
were furnished absentee ballots, including gersons who voted in the presence of the clerk under
subsection 8 and the persons whose ballots were issued to a 3rd person under subseclibe 1
clerk shall maintain a copy of the lists required under this subsection for a period of 2 years as a
pubic record.

A. The list of absentee voters must include each v@teameresidence address, voting district and
party affiliation; the datand manner by which the ballot was requested, issued and received; a
notation of whether the application and thellmt were accepted orejected; and a place for the
registrar to certify the votermregistration status of the absentee votershe clerk must alsandicate
on the list when the absentee voter is a uniformed serwioter, overseas voter or township voter
By the time that alhbsentee ballots have been processed on election day, the clerkupdate the
central voter registration system or annotate the printbst of absentee voters to reflect all ballots
that were received byhe close of the polls orlection day, including a notation whether the
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ballots were accepted or rejected and the reasonsgach rejections This list, reflecting all
absentee ballots receivday the close of the polls, must be made available for pirdigection

Any absatee voter certified as a participant in tiedress Confidentiality Program pursuant to
Title 5, section 96B must be listed by the voter code aggied to that individual undehe program
instead of by the votés name and reflect the Addre§2onfidentiality Program address assigned to
the voter. The list ofabsentee voters must be sorted so that the program participapisear at the
end of the lisand must be printed on a separate pagehe list The portion of the list of absentee
voters relating toAddress Confidentiality Program participants must be kept underassal
excluded from public inspection.

B. The clerk creates the list of abseptgoters as required iparagraph A by marking the records of
registered voters in theentral voter registration systemThe clerk must sign and date eagfiicial
printed copy of the list of absentee voters that is creafed public inspection, certifigg that the list

is a true andaccurate list of absentee voters for the applicable electidp additional certification

is required by the registrar of voters.

C. The clerk shall also keep a list of the 3rd persons designategphcations or writterrequests

to whom absentee ballots are sent delivered under subsection 1 and of the number of absentee
ballotssent or delivered to them This list of 3rd person ballot carriensiust include telephone
numbers for contacting the 3rd persons.

D. Deleted Laws 2005, c. 364&7.

E. Within5 business days after each election, the clerk shmdhte the central voter registration
system to include the changesquired by paragraph.AThe clerk also must update the central
voter registration system to refléa@ny absentee ballots received aftee polls have closed on
election day by changing the rejectimason When all updates have been made in the central
voter registration system, the clerk shall certify this to the Secretargteite and make a finiggt of
absentee ballots available for puldispection.

7. REGISTRATION VERIFIED the applicant is registered and enrolled when necessary, the ballot
must be sent to the applicantf the applicant has registered and enrolled when necessary under
section 155 and will attain 18 years of age on or before the date of the election, the registrar or

clerk shall so certify on the applicatiof not, the registrar or clerk shall writénot registerea or

onot enrolledd on the face of the application asifn the registra® or clerk® name Whenever an
application for an absentee ballot is denied, the municipal clerk shall immediately notify the applicant
in writing of the reason for the denial.

8. ABSENTEE VOTING IN PRESENCE OF CLERKerson who wisks to vote by absentee

ballot may, without completing an application, vote by absentee ballot in the presence of the clerk
The method of voting is otherwise as prescribed in this artiddter the person has voted, the

clerk shall sign the affidavit de return envelope as a witness, indicate on the envelope that the
voter voted in the presence of a clerk and ensure that the affidavit on the return envelope is
properly completed by the voterFor the 45 days preceding an election, during the hoursmihe
clerk® office is open and may be conducting absentee voting, the display or distribution of any
advertising material intended to influence a vdatecision regarding a candidate or question on the
ballot for that election is prohibited within thelerk& office and on public property within 250 feet

of the entrance to the building in which the clé&iloffice is located.
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This subsection does not apply to the display or distribution of any campaign advertising material on
private property that is wthin 250 feet of the entrance to the building in which the c@réffice is
located.

This subsection does not apply to campaign advertising material on automobiles traveling to and
from the municipal office or parked on municipal property while the ocotpare visiting the
municipal office to conduct municipal busineksdoes not prohibit a person who is at the municipal
office for the purpose of conducting municipal business or for absentee voting from wearing a
campaign button when the longest dinséan of the button does not exceed 3 inches.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 762 (2008) provides:
Irregularities disregarded

An absentee ballot may not be rejected for any immaterial irregularity in completing the application
or affidavit on the return emelope The following information must be on the envelope for the
ballot to be accepted:

1. NAME AND ADDRESSThe voter® name and residence address typed or written in ink by the
clerk in the designated section of the return envelope;

2. SIGNATURE The voter® signature; and
3. REPEALEDLaws 1991, c. 466 34.
4. WITNESS SIGNATUREShe witness or other certifying offic@alsignature, when required.

RETURNING AND CASTING AN ABSENTEE BALLOT:

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 755 (2008) provides:
Deadline
In order to be valid, an absentee ballot must be delivered to the municipal clerk at any time before
the polls are closed.
ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 754-A (2008) provides:
Method of voting

Except as provided in séon 753B, subsection 8 and section 7&3 the method of voting by
absentee ballot is as follows.

1. BALLOT DELIVERED TO VOTER OR IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBEIRN a voter or an
immediate family member of a voter obtains a ballot from the clerk in persdmyanail and returns
that ballot to the clerk in person or by mail and receives no assistance in marking the ballot, the
following procedures apply.
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A. The voter shall mark that ballot according to section 691 or
692so0 that it is impossible for anyone ment at the time to see
how the voter voted.

B. While the voter is marking the ballot, there may be no
communication between the voter and any other individual as to
the person or question for which the voter is to vote.

C. After the voter has completed nming the ballot, the voter
shall then seal the ballot in its return envelope and complete the
affidavit on the envelopeNo notary or witness certification is
required.

D. The voter or an immediate family member of the voter shall
then mail or deliver inperson the sealed envelope containing the
voted ballot to the clerk of the municipality of which the voter is
aresident The voter shall send a completed voter registration
or absentee ballot application, if necessary, in a separate
envelope.

E. If anmmediate family member of the voter returns an
absenteéallot that was requested by the voter or another
immediate familynember of the voter, in writing or in person,
the clerk shall accephe ballot The clerk shall have the
immediate family member wireturned the ballot sign the
application or written request and shatidicate that the ballot
was returned by that person.

2. BALLOT DELIVERED BY 3RD PERSON OR RETURNED BY 3RD PER®4 a ballot is
delivered to the voter by a person other than théeck or an immediate family member of the voter
or is returned to the clerk by a person other than the voter, the clerk or an immediate family
member of the voter and the voter receives no assistance in marking the ballot, the following
procedures apply.

A. The voter must mark the ballot in the presence of the
followingwitness or witnesses: One notary public, clerk of a
municipality orclerk of courts or 2 other individualsThe voter,
before markinghe ballot, must show it to the witness or
witnesses wh must examinet to be certain it is unmarked.

B. While the voter is marking the ballot, there may be no
communication between the voter and any other individual as to
the person or question for which the voter is to vote.

C. The voter must mark the baltaccording to section 691 or
692 sothat it is impossible for anyone present at the time to see
how the voter voted The voter must then seal the ballot in its
return envelope and complete the affidavit on the envelope in
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the presenceof the witness or vitnesses, who shall sign the
witnesscertification.

D. The voter must then complete the address on the envelope
and mailor deliver it personally or by the 3rd person who was
designated ithe application to the clerk of the municipality of
which the voteris a resident The voter must send a completed
voter registration orabsentee ballot application, if necessary, in a
separate envelope.

3. ASSISTANCE IN READING OR MARKING BALLQOA voter who is unable to read or mark
the ballot because of the vot@r physical disability, illiteracy or religious faith must vote according to
the procedures in this subsection instead of the procedures in subsection 1 or 2.

A. A voter who needs assistance may request another person,
other than the votes employer or agenof that employer or
officer or agent of the vote® union, to assist the voter in
reading or markinghe ballot.

B. The voter or the aide must mark the ballot in the presence of
one of the following withesses: Notary public, clerk of a
municipalityclerk of courts or another individual.

C. The voter or the aide, before marking the ballot, must show
it to the witness who must examine it to be certain it is
unmarked.

D. While the voter or the aide is marking the ballot, there may
be nocommunication betweethe voter and any individual,
other than theaide who must mark the ballot as the voter
indicates, as to thperson or question for which the voter is to
vote.

E. The voter or the aide must mark the ballot according to
section691 or 692 so that it is impssible for anyone else
present to seehow the voter voted, then seal the ballot in its
return envelope The voter, or the aide at the votés request,
shall complete andign the affidavit in the presence of the
witness, who shall sign theitness certiftation The aide must
complete and sign theertification for aides on the outside of
the envelope.

F. The voter or the aide must then complete the address on the

envelope and mail or deliver it personally or by the 3rd person

who was designated in the plication to the clerk of the

municipality ofwhich the voter is a residentThe voter must

send a completed voteregistration or absentee ballot

application, if necessary, irsaparate envelope.
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ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 753-B(8) (2008) provides

8. ABSENTEE VOTING IN PRESENCE OF CLERKerson who wishes to vote by absentee

ballot may, without completing an application, vote by absentee ballot in the presence of the clerk
The method of voting is otherwise as prescribed in this artiddter the person has voted, the

clerk shall sign the affidavit on the return envelope as a witness, indicate on the envelope that the
voter voted in the presence of a clerk and ensure that the affidavit on the return envelope is
properly completed by the voterFor the 45 days preceding an election, during the hours when the
clerk& office is open and may be conducting absentee voting, the display or distribution of any
advertising material intended to influence a v@etecision regarding a candidate or di@son the
ballot for that election is prohibited within the cle@office and on public property within 250 feet

of the entrance to the building in which the cléloffice is located.

This subsection does not apply to the display or distribution of @aypaign advertising material on
private property that is within 250 feet of the entrance to the building in which the @esfice is
located.

This subsection does not apply to campaign advertising material on automobiles traveling to and
from the muncipal office or parked on municipal property while the occupants are visiting the
municipal office to conduct municipal busineksioes not prohibit a person who is at the municipal
office for the purpose of conducting municipal business or for abseritieg from wearing a
campaign button when the longest dimension of the button does not exceed 3 inches.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 753-C (2008) provides:

Absentee ballots for program participants in Address Confidentiality Program

Any registered wter who is certified by the Secretary of State as a program participant in the
Address Confidentiality Program pursuantTdle 5, section 9€B is entitled to receive an absentee
ballot for every election during the period of the votrmparticipation in the program. The clerk shall
mail the absentee ballot to the voter at the vodesignated address as soon as possible after the
regular ballotsare available in the municipalityhe voter shall mark the absentee ballot in
accordance with the procedures set forth in section 7&4nd shall return the ballot to the

registrar in the manner provided in section 784 except that the voter may sigté voters voter
code under the Address Confidentiality Program on the absentee ballot envelope instead of the
voter® name.

CASTING A BALLOT ON ELECTION DAY AFTER HAVING PREVIOUSLY
REQUESTED AN ABSENTEE BALLOT

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, 8 759 (2008) provides:

Counting procedure

2. ACCEPTED IF CORRECT. If the warden finds that the affidavit is properly completed, that the
clerk has verified that the signature on the envelope matches the signature on theatipp where
applicable, that the person is registered and enrolled where necessary, the warden shall then
examine the incoming voting list to determine whether the voter voted in person at the election.
The warden shall then announce the name of edideatee voter who has not voted at the election

C
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and remove each ballot from its envelope without destroying the envelope or unfolding the ballot.
After having an election clerk from a political party different from that of the warden mark the
letters GAVO beside the name of each absentee voter on the incoming voting lists and place a check

mark or horizontal line in red ink on the list beside the voiename, the warden shall accept the
ballot.

3. REJECTED IF INCORRECT. The warden shall not open théopevand shall writ®Rejected
on it, the reason why and his initials if he finds that:

A. The signatures do not appear to have been made by the same
person and the discrepancy is not the result of the v@draving
obtained assistance under section 783subsection 5 or section
754-A, subsection 3, in cases where an application is required;

B. The affidavit is not properly completed;

C. The person is not registered or enrolled where necessary;

D. The voter has voted in person; or

E. The ballot was recegd by the clerk after the deadline.

ASSISTANCE WITH ABSENTEE VOTING

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, 8 753-A(5) (2008) provides:

5. ASSISTANCE TO CERTAIN VOTER&Svoter who is unable to read, sign or complete an
application because of physical disability, illiteracy or religious faith may request another person,
other than the votes employer or agent of that employer or an officer or agent of the vater
union, to assist the voter in reading, signing or completiregapplication If an aide assists a voter
by reading or signing the application, the aide shall complete and sign the certificate on the
application stating that the aide has assisted the voter.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 754-A(3) (2008) provides:

3. ASSISTANCE IN READING OR MARKING BALLQOA voter who is unable to read or mark
the ballot because of the vot@rphysical disability, illiteracy or religious faith must vote according to
the procedures in this subsection instead of the proceduresuinsection 1 or 2.

A. A voter who needs assistance may request another person, dttar the vote® employer or
agent of that employer or officer oagent of the vote® union, to assist the voter in reading or
markingthe ballot.

B. The voter or the ale must mark the ballot in the presence of ookthe following witnesses:
Notary public, clerk of a municipalitglerk of courts or another individual.

C. The voter or the aide, before marking the ballot, must show ithe witness who must examine
it to be certain it is unmarked.

llc LAWYERS’ COMMITTEE FOR

,;.‘L\“A»\ p National Campaign For
&2 FAIR ELECTIONS September 24, 2008 @@ CIVIL RIGHTS

www.nationalcampaignforfairel U N D E R L A W




D. While the voter or the aide is marking the ballot, there may beammnmunication between the
voter and any individual, other than tlaéde who must mark the ballot as the voter indicates, as to
the person or question for with the voter is to vote.

E. The voter or the aide must mark the ballot according to sect8d or 692 so that it is
impossible for anyone else present to deaw the voter voted, then seal the ballot in its return
envelope The voter, or the aide at thevoter® request, shall complete asthn the affidavit in the
presence of the witness, who shall sign thigness certification The aide must complete and sign
the certification for aides on the outside of the envelope.

F. The voter or the aide must thecomplete the address on thenvelope and mail or deliver it
personally or by the 3rd person wheas designated in the application to the clerk of the
municipality ofwhich the voter is a residentThe voter must send a completed voteggistration or
absntee ballot application, if necessary, iseparate envelope.

SECTIONV OABSENTEEVOTING FOR OVERSEAS AND MILITAR Y
VOTERS

GENERALLY :

Information on the Uniformed and Overseas Citizessentee Voting Act can be found on the
Federal Voting Assistance Program Webditip://www.fvap.gowidex html

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 777-A (2008) provides:
Registration and enroliment
Uniformed service voters or overseas voters may register or enroll at any time by completing a
federal or state voter registration application form and filing it with the registrar
ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 778 (2008) provides:
Duty of registrar
On receipt of an application under section 7Z&7the registrar shall register the applicant, unless it

appears that the applicant is not qualifigfithe applicant is not qualified, the registrar shall notify
the applicant of the reason for rejection tfe application.

1. MEMBER SPECIALLY DESIGNATHDe registrar shall designate a uniformed service voter in
the central voter registration system with the lett@&o.

2. OVERSEAS VOTER SPECIALLY DESIGNATIEB registrar shall designate an overseas voter
in the central voter registration system with the lettéDaé.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 752(1) (2008) provides:

1. ABSENTEE BALLOTS TO BE IDENTICAdbsentee ballots must be identical to the regular
ballots used at an election, except as providegaragraph A for uniformed service voters or
overseas voters.
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A. At least 3 months before the election to which they pertain,
the Secretary of State shall furnish each municipality with a
reasonablenumber of blank writein absentee ballots for use by
uniformedservice voters or overseas voters who have met the
gualifications isection 751 These ballots must be similar to
regular ballotsexcept that no candidate names may be printed
The Secretary oftate shall prepare a ballot listing all offites
be selected witha space after each office to write in the voier
preference The Secretary of State shall design the form of the
ballot, including aninstructions to the voters in marking the
ballot.

B. The Secretary of State shall provide a readd@ number of
absentee ballots for township residents who are registered or
enrolled in a municipality outside their electoral divisions under
section 156 These ballots must contain the names of the
nominees orcandidates for offices in the electoraligions in
which the votersreside.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 780 (2008) provides:

Absentee ballots; application

A uniformed service voter or an overseas voter may request an absentee ballot as provided in
section 753A or by submitting a federal @pcation or form requesting an absentee ball@Vith

respect to any election for federal office, a clerk may not refuse to accept or process any otherwise
valid voter registration application or absentee ballot application submitted by a uniformedeservic
voter or an overseas voter on the grounds that the voter submitted the application more than 3
months before the election for which the application will be uségh application or request for an
absentee ballot for a uniformed service voter or oversgater that is accepted pursuant to section
753-A remains valid through the next 2 regularly scheduled general elections for federal office and
entitles the voter to receive absentee ballots for all elections during that period

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 752-A (2008) provides:
Federal absentee ballot
The federal writein absentee ballot may be used in primary, general and special elections for state
and federal offices by uniformed service voters or overseas voters who are qualified pursuant to
sedion 751.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, 8 780-A (2008) provides:
Use of blank writein absentee ballot
Prior to the time when regular absentee ballots are available, if an applicant requests a blatik write
absentee ballot or indicates that it takes mdhan 6 weeks to receive and return mail to the

applican® location, the clerk shall send a blank wiitteabsentee ballot to the voterOnce the
regular absentee ballots become available, the clerk shall issue a regular absentee ballot in response
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to any request under this sectionlf the clerk has issued a blank weite absentee ballot to a voter
before the regular absentee ballots become available, the clerk may send a regular absentee ballot to
the voter, following the procedures for issuing a 2rixbantee ballot under section 753.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 781-A (2008) provides:
Absentee ballot application; procedure on receipt
Upon receipt of an application, written request or telephone application for an absentee ballot that
is acceptegursuant to section 7534, the clerk shall immediately issue an absentee ballot and
return envelope by mail or in person to the applicant or to the immediate family member or to a
3rd person designated in a written application or request made by the vdtee clerk shall type or
write in ink the name and the residence address of the voter in the designated section of the return
envelope The Secretary of State shall provide a return envelope which moves free of postage
under federal law

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 782 (2008) provides:
Absentee ballots; procedure on return

On receipt of a return envelope apparently containing an absentee ballot, the clerk shall follow the
procedures for regular absentee voting under this subchapter

SECTION VI _6VOTING AND ELECTION DAY INFORMATION

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 626(2) (2008) provides:

2. CLOSING TIME FIXEDThe polls must be closed at 8 p.m. on election day, exceptin

municipalities of population less than 100 evhimay close the polls after all registered voters have
voted.

A. The warden shall give all voters present at the voting place at
closing time the opportunity to vote Any person who arrives at
the voting place after the time for closing the polls hasseals
may notvote.

ME. REV. STAT. ANN. tit. 21-A, § 671 (2008) provides:

Voting procedure
The voting procedure is as follows.

1. NAME ANNOUNCED A voter who wishes to vote must state the vot@&rname and, upon
request, residence address to an electiorricleho shall announce the name in a loud, clear voice.

2. ENTERS GUARDRAIL ENCLOSURIe election clerk in charge of the incoming voting list

shall place a check mark or a horizontal line, in red ink, on the list beside the@ot@me and allow
the voter to enter the area enclosed by the guardrail.
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