
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer:  

This guide is designed for informational purposes only.  It is not legal advice and is not intended to 

create an attorney-client relationship.  The Election Protection Coalition does not warrant any 

information contained in this guide, nor does the Coalition suggest that the information in this guide 

should be used as a basis to pursue legal advice or decision making.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

This manual was prepared with the pro bono resources of one or more law firms together with the 

Lawyersõ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law. The Lawyersõ Committee is indebted to this generous 

contribution of time and effort ð the Election Protection program would not be possible without law 

firm support.
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MISSISSIPPI VOTER Sõ BILL OF RIGHTS  

You have the right to vote.  That's the law, and you have the proof in your hands!  You will notice 

notice referenced statutes after each of your rights listed below.  Those statutes tell lawyers and 

poll-workers where to find the exact provisions of Mississippi law that protect your right to vote.  

These rights are guaranteed for all properly registered and qualified voters.  You have the right to 

bring this Bill of Rights with you into the polling area.  If you believe your rights have been violated, 

please call the Election Protection hotline toll free:  1-866-OUR-VOTE.   

I. MISSISSIPPI VOTERS' BILL OF RIGHTS  

1.  On Election Day, each polling place opens at 7:00 a.m. and closes at 7:00 p.m. Source: Miss. Code 

Ann. § 23-15-541 (2008). 

2.  You Have The Right To Vote Without Presenting Any Identification To Election 

Officials . If you are otherwise qualified to vote, election officials will have you sign the receipt book 

or booklet next to your name and permit you to vote.  Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-541 

(2008). 

3.  You Have The Right To Vote By An Affidavit Ballot  (a) if you declare that you are a 

registered voter in the jurisdiction in which you desire to vote and are eligible to vote in the 

election but your name does not appear on the pollbooks, or (b) if you are not able to cast a regular 

Election Day ballot under a provision of state or federal law but are otherwise qualified to vote, or 

(c) if you have been illegally denied registration, after signing a written affidavit before one of the 

managers stating that you meet one of the above requirements. Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-

573 (2008). 

4.  You Have The Right To Vote B y An Affidavit Ballot  if you vote in an election as a result 

of a federal or state court order or other order extending the time established by law for closing 

the polls. Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-573(7) (2008). 

5.  You Have The Right To Be Assisted  With Voting By Any Person You Choose  except 

your employer, an agent of your employer or an officer or agent of your union once you declare 

that you require assistance by reason of blindness, disability, or inability to read or write. Source:  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-549 (2008). 

6.  You Have The Right To Vote By Affidavit Ballot In Your New Ward Or Precinct  if 

you have moved within the same municipality or voting precinct in the same county within 30 days 

of the election. I If you moved prior to 30 days before the election within the same county but you 

did not transfer your registration, you are entitled to have your voting registration transferred to 

your new ward or precinct upon a written request.. Sources:  Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-13, 23-15-

573 (Cross-References) (2008).  

7.  You Have The Right To Receive Up To Two Replacement Ballots From Election 

Officials  if you make a mistake or òspoiló your ballot and have not cast it, after returning the 

spoiled ballot. Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-553 (2008). 

8.  You Have The Right To Vote If You Have Been Convicted Of A Crime  other than 

murder, rape, bribery, theft, arson, obtaining money or goods under false pretense, perjury, forgery, 

embezzlement or bigamy, including by absentee ballot while incarcerated, after registering by mail in 
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the county in which you resided immediately prior to your incarceration. Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 

23-15-11, Miss. AG Op., Scott (October 27, 2000). 

9.  You Have The Right To Remain In The Voting Booth  for 10 minutes if no other voter is 

waiting to vote, or for 5 minutes if another voter is waiting. Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-551 

(2008). 

10.  You Have The Right To Vote At The Curbside  with the assistance of an election manager 

if you are physically disabled and you are unable to enter the polling place. Source:  Miss. Code Ann. 

Miss. AG Op., Berkley (June 19, 1991) (2008). 

11.  You  Have The Right To Request Further Instruction s before casting your vote, if you 

need additional assistance after entering the voting booth, Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-437 

(2008). 

12.  You Have The Right To An Open And Clear Polling Place  with no person present 

other than the election officers and two party challengers when you are within 30 feet from the 

polls or the room in which the election is being held. Source: Miss. Code Ann § 23-15-245 (2008). 

13.  You Have The Right To Wait To Vote (Or To Vote)  without anyone electioneering or 

trying to influence your vote in any way when you are within 150 feet of a polling place entrance. 

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-895 (2008). 

14.  You Have The Right To Receive Non -English Ballots , instructions, and other voting 

materials for Choctaw voters in Attala, Jackson, Jones, Kemper, Leake, Neshoba, Newton, Scott, 

and Winston Counties. Sources:  42 U.S.C. § 1973 et seq.; 67 F.R. 48,871 (2002) 

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO TAKE THIS BILL OF RIGHTS INTO THE VOTING 

BOOTH WITH YOU.  
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STATE AND LOCAL ELEC TION OFFICIALS  

I. STATE ELECTION OFFIC IALS  

A.  Mississippi Secretary of State  

The Mississippi Secretary of State is the chief election officer for Mississippi.  The Secretary of State 

is a member of the executive branch of the Mississippi state government and is elected for a four-

year term.  Within the Secretary of State's officer, there is a permanent elections staff, which 

includes an Assistant Secretary of State for Elections who is legally empowered to act for the 

Secretary.   

Sources: Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-193, 211.1 (2008) 

The Secretary also serves as a member of the State Board of Election Commissioners, which is 

described below.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-211 (2008).   

The Secretary's powers and responsibilities with respect to elections include, but are not limited to, 

the following: 

: 

 approving statewide uniform training to all election commissioners on all state and federal laws 

and procedures; 

 developing a comprehensive poll worker training program, on all state and federal election laws and 

procedures; 

 regulating the conduct of election, including: 

ƺ preparing rules and instructions, issuing instructions by directives and advisories to members 

of the boards of elections, disseminating the election laws to boards of elections  

 regulating the registration of voters, including 

ƺ prescribing programs for the registration of voters 

ƺ disseminating voter registration form 

 approving the form and language of the ballot 

 approving the ballot bag or container to be used in elections; 
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 implementing and maintaining a statewide voter registration database known as the Statewide 

Elections Management System and serving as chair of the advisory board charged with 

overseeing the system; 

 providing voter education programs; and 

 addressing complaints and investigating allegations of voting fraud or other irregularities. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-3, 35, 39, 47,153,165,169, 211 (2008). 

B. State Board of Election Commissioners  

The State Board of Election Commissioners is an administrative agency of the State of Mississippi 

composed of the Secretary of State, the Attorney General, and the Governor.  The Board's powers 

and responsibilities include accepting certificates of nomination and nomination petitions for 

potential candidates, and determining the qualifications of potential candidates in special elections. 

Source: Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-211, 299, 359; 785, 837, 853, 977 (2008). 

II.  COUNTY BOARDS OF ELECTION COMMISSI ONERS 

A.  Scope of Appointment and Duties  

Five (5) commissioners of election for each county are elected by the Mississippi voters to serve 

four year terms on the county board of election commissioners.  Each supervisorõs district will elect 

one commissioner of election in their district every four years.  The county board of election 

commissioners will consist of one person from each supervisorõs district of the county and each 

such commissioner will be elected from the supervisorõs district in which he or she resides.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-213 (2008). 

The chair of the commission is in charge of the printing and distributing of the ballots and will 

receive a sample of the official ballot from the Secretary of State at least 55 days prior to the 

election which is used as the template for printing.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-213, 23-15-367(3).   

The responsibilities of the commissioners of electionõs include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 canvassing the returns from an election, as received from the statement of votes given for each 

candidate and for each office; 

 

 ascertaining and declaring the results of an election 

 delivering a certificate of election to the candidate having received the greatest number of votes; 
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 making reports to the Secretary of State regarding the total number of votes cast in the county 

for each candidate for each office and the total number of votes cast for such candidates in each 

precinct in the district in which the candidate ran. 

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-601 (2008). 

The registrar of the county is the official custodian of the registration books.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-135 (2008). 

Note:  The county board of supervisors performs the tasks of the county board of election 

commissioners if no county board of election commissioners exists or acts.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-215 (2008). 

III.  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  

A.  Scope of Appointment and Duties  

The board of supervisors is elected every four (4) years at the general state election.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-193 (2008). 

The boards of supervisors of the several counties are authorized to provide ballot boxes, 

registration books, and pollbooks, and all other things required by law in registration and elections.  

The boards of supervisors are also authorized to purchase improved or unimproved property and 

to construct, reconstruct, repair, renovate and maintain polling places or to pay private property 

owners reasonable rental fees when the property is used as a polling place, and to allow such 

reasonable sums as may be expended in supplying voting compartments, tables or shelves for use at 

elections.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-259 (2008). 

The boards of supervisors define the boundaries of the supervisorsõ districts and voting precincts in 

the county, and designate the voting place in each voting precinct.  No changes to a supervisorõs 

district or voting precinct can become effective within two (2) months before an election in that 

district or voting precinct.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-285 (2008). 
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IV.  ELECTION MANAGERS, A /K/A POLL WORKERS  

A.  Scope of Appointment and Duties  

Prior to every election, the commissioners of election will appoint three (3) persons for each voting 

precinct to be managers of the election.  

 One of the election managers will be designated by the commissioners of election as election 

bailiff. 

 The election managers may not all be of the same political party if suitable persons of different 

political parties can be found in the district. 

 If any person appointed to serve as election manager fails to attend and serve, the managers 

present, if any, may designate someone to fill his or her place; and if the commissioners of 

election fail to make the appointments, or in case where all those appointed as election manager 

fail to attend and serve, any three (3) qualified electors present when the polls should be open 

may act as managers.  Any person appointed to be manager or act as manager must be a 

qualified elector of the county in which the polling place is located. 

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-231 (2008).  

The managers must ensure that the election is conducted fairly and agreeably to law, and they act as 

judges of the qualifications of electors, and may examine, on oath, the qualifications of any person 

duly registered.  Any of the managers may administer the oath.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-233 (2008).  

In addition to the election managers, for the first five hundred (500) registered voters in each voting 

precinct, the commissioners of election have the discretionary power to appoint up to three (3) 

persons to serve as managers or clerks of the election.  The commissioners of election have the 

discretionary power to appoint up to three (3) additional persons to serve as clerks for each one 

thousand (1,000) registered voters or fraction thereof in each voting precinct above the first five 

hundred (500) registered voters.  Any person appointed as clerk must be a qualified elector of the 

county in which the voting precinct is located.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-235 (2008). 

Primary Elections  

The county executive committee of each county must meet not less than two (2) weeks before the 

date of any primary election and appoint managers and clerks for the primary, all of whom may be 

members of the same political party.  The number of managers and clerks appointed by the county 

executive committee must be the same number as the election managers and clerks that the 

commissioners of election are allowed to appoint.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-265 (2008). 
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V. TRAINING COUNTY ELEC TION COMMISSIONERS A ND POLL WORKERS  

A.  Election Managers  

Not less than five (5) days prior to each election, either the county executive committee or the 

county commissioners of election of each county, in conjunction with the circuit clerk, must 

sponsor and conduct training sessions to instruct election managers as to their duties in the proper 

administration of the election and the operation of the polling place.  No manager may serve in any 

election unless he or she has received such instructions once during the twelve (12) months 

immediately preceding the date upon which such election is held; provided, however, that nothing in 

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-239 shall prevent the appointment of an alternate manager to fill a vacancy 

in the case of an emergency.  In the case of an emergency, an alternate election manager may be 

appointed to fill a vacancy. 

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-239 (2008). 

The executive committee of each county, in the case of a primary election, or the commissioners of 

election of each county, in the case of all other elections, in conjunction with the circuit clerk, must 

sponsor and conduct an eight-hour training course for managers that meets criteria prescribed by 

the Secretary of State.  The course must be conducted annually.  Managers will be required to 

attend this course every four (4) years.  The Secretary of State will develop a version of the course 

that may be taken by managers over the internet.  Training courses, including but not limited to, 

online training courses, that meet criteria prescribed by the Secretary of State and are not 

sponsored or conducted by the executive committee or the commissioners of election, may be 

utilized to meet these requirements if the training course is approved by the Secretary of State.   

Source: Miss. 2008 Session Laws, 2008 Reg. Sess., ch. 528, S.B. 2910, § 5 (2008), to be codified at Miss. 

Code Ann. §23-15-239 (2008). 

The Secretary of State is required to develop a single, comprehensive poll worker training program 

to assist local election officials in providing uniform, secure elections throughout the state.  The 

program must include, at a minimum, training on all state and federal election laws and procedures.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-211(6) (2008). 

At least twenty-one (21) days before each election, the officials in charge of the elections must 

appoint one or more persons to instruct the managers and clerks that are to serve in a voting 

precinct in the use of the machine, and in their duties in connection with the machine.  The 

instructor will give a certificate to each manager and clerk who has received such instruction and is 

fully qualified to properly conduct the election with the machine.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-417 (2008). 

For the purpose of giving such instruction, the instructors must call a meeting or meetings of the 

managers and clerks as necessary.  The instructor will, within five (5) days, file a report with the 

officials in charge of the elections, stating that he or she has instructed the managers and clerks, 

giving the names of such officers, and the time and place where such instruction was given.  The 
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managers and clerks of each voting precinct in which a voting machine is to be used must attend 

such meeting or meetings.  No manager or clerk may serve in any election at which a voting 

machine is used, unless he or she has received such instruction and is fully qualified to perform the 

duties in connection with the machine, and has received a certificate to that effect. In the case of an 

emergency, alternate election manager or clerk may be appointed to fill a vacancy.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-417 (2008). 

B. County Election Commissioners  

County election commissioners are required to attend an elections seminar, conducted and 

sponsored by the Secretary of State.  Each participant will receive a certificate from the Secretary of 

State indicating that the participant has received the elections training seminar instruction and that 

each participant is fully qualified to conduct an election. Commissioners of election shall annually file 

the certificate with the chancery clerk. If any commissioner of election fails to file the certificate by 

April 30 of each year, his or her office will be vacated, absent exigent circumstances as determined 

by the board of supervisors and consistent with the facts.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-211 (2008).  

C. Circuit Clerks  

All newly elected circuit clerks must complete a computer skills training course within one hundred 

eighty (180) days of the commencement of their term of office.  All serving circuit clerks must 

complete a computer skills refresher course within one hundred eighty (180) days of the 

commencement of every odd-numbered term of service.  The course will be developed by the 

Secretary of State in conjunction with the State Board for Community and Junior Colleges.   

Source: Miss. 2008 Session Laws, 2008 Reg. Sess., ch. 528, S.B. 2910, § 3 (2008), to be codified at Miss. 

Code Ann. §23-15-211 (2008). 
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VOTER REGISTRATION  

I. INFORMATION FOR REGI STRANTS  

A.  Eligibility  

To register to vote in Mississippi a person must: 

 be a citizen of the United States;  

 be an inhabitant of Mississippi; 

 be at least eighteen (18) years old on or before the date of the next election;  

 be a resident of the state, county, and incorporated municipality in which he or she offers to 

vote for thirty (30) days; and 

 never have been convicted of any crime listed in Section 241 of the Mississippi Constitution 

(murder, rape, bribery, theft, arson, obtaining money or goods under false pretense, perjury, 

forgery, embezzlement, or bigamy). 

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-11; Miss. 2008 Session Laws, 2008 Reg. Sess., ch. 442, H.B. 104, § 10 

(2008), to be codified at Miss. Code Ann. §23-15-11; Miss. Const. § 241. 

A person may vote in a primary election if he or she will be eighteen (18) years old on or before the 

date of the general election and registered to vote not less than thirty (30) days before the primary 

election, even if that person is not eighteen (18) years old as of the date of the primary election.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-11. 

Residency 

In Mississippi, residence and domicile are synonymous for election purposes.   

Source: Garner v. State of Miss. Democratic Executive Comm., 956 So.2d 906 (Miss. 2007). 

A personõs domicile in election matters has been defined as the place where he has his true, fixed 

permanent home and principle establishment, and to which whenever he is absent he has the 

intention of returning.  A domicile continues until another is acquired by removal to a new locality 

with intent to remain there.  The old domicile must be abandoned without intent to return there.   

Source: Garner v. State of Miss. Democratic Executive Comm., 956 So.2d 906 (Miss. 2007).    

An elector who moves from one ward or voting precinct to another ward within the same 

municipality or voting precinct within the same county will not be disqualified to vote, but he or she 
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will be entitled to have his registration transferred to his new ward or voting precinct upon making 

a written request up to thirty (30) days prior to the election.  If he is not removed from the poll 

book of the original precinct within thirty (30) days of the election he will be entitled to vote by 

affidavit ballot.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. §23-15-13. 

College Student Eligibility 

The Mississippi Election Code does not specifically address whether college students who are 

attending schools in Mississippi are eligible to register to vote in Mississippi.  See Section 1(A) 

Eligibility for the general registration requirements. 

Restoration of Voting Rights  

A resident of Mississippi who has been convicted of a disqualifying offense may not vote in 

Mississippi elections.  Please see Appendix D for a current list of disenfranchising crimes.  If a person 

has been convicted of a crime other than one of those listed, he or she can vote by absentee ballot 

while incarcerated after registering by mail in the county in which he or she resided immediately 

prior to incarceration.  A person will not be deemed a resident of a county solely because of being 

incarcerated in a facility that is located in that county.  See Appendix D.   

Source: Miss. Const. § 241; Miss. Code Ann. § 47-1-63; Op. Attõy Gen., No. 2000-0644, Scott (October 

27, 2000); Op. Attõy Gen., No. 97-0109, Willis (March 21, 1997). 

The  right to vote may be restored by a pardon or executive order issued by the Governor upon 

discharge from probation.  The right to vote may also be restored by a two-thirds vote of both 

houses of the state legislature.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 47-7-41; Miss. Const. § 253. 

An application to the Governor for pardon or executive order should be mailed to: Office of the 

Governor, Post Office Box 139, Jackson, MS 39205. 

A conviction of a federal crime or a conviction by a state other than Mississippi does not affect the 

right to vote in Mississippi.  Please see Appendix D for details. 

Military Voters 

Any absent voter, as defined by Mississippiõs Armed Services Absentee Voting Law, is permitted to 

vote in any elections which are held in his voting precinct when he is absent for the reasons set 

forth in Mississippiõs Armed Services Absentee Voting Law.  See Section V ð Absentee Voting for 

Overseas and Military for further discussion.  

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-675. 
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B. Basis of Ineligibility  

Persons are not entitled to vote in Mississippi if they: 

 are adjudicated to be non compos mentis; or 

 have been convicted of any crime listed in Section 241 of the Mississippi Constitution (murder, 

rape, bribery, theft, arson, obtaining money or goods under false pretense, perjury, forgery, 

embezzlement, or bigamy). 

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-11; Miss. 2008 Session Laws, 2008 Reg. Sess., ch. 442, H.B. 104, § 10 

(2008), to be codified at Miss. Code Ann. §23-15-11; Miss. Const. § 241. 

C. Qualifications Needed in Order to Vote  

Every citizen of the United States who is at least eighteen (18) years of age who has resided in 

Mississippi for thirty (30) days and who has never been convicted of a crime listed in Section 241 of 

the Mississippi Constitution (murder, rape, bribery, theft, arson, obtaining money or goods under 

false pretense, perjury, forgery, embezzlement, or bigamy), if registered as provided by law, shall be 

an elector of the county where registered.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-11. 

Persons whose voting rights have been restored by law are qualified to vote under Mississippi law.  

Voting rights are not automatically restored upon completion of a sentence.  Please see Appendix D 

for further details. 

D. Registrat ion for Public School Students  

The registrar of each county will furnish all public schools with mail-in voter registration applications 

in the fall and spring of each year.  Such applications must be provided in a reasonable time to enable 

those students who will be eighteen (18) years of age before a general election to be able to vote in 

the primary and general elections.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-37(5)(a). 

Each public school district shall permit access to all public schools of Mississippi for the registrar or 

his or her deputy for the purpose of registration of persons eligible to vote and for providing voter 

education.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-37(5)(b). 
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E. Requesting Registration Application  

Voters may register to vote either by mail or by visiting the county circuit clerk (usually in the 

county courthouse) or municipal clerk (usually in City Hall).  Voters may also register to vote when 

applying for or renewing a driverõs license, or when applying for services at numerous state and 

federal government agencies.  Voters may obtain mail-in applications by calling their county circuit 

clerk, or by picking up a mail-in application at the courthouse, public library or other participating 

government office.  The forms are also available from the Secretary of Stateõs Office.  In addition, 

the registration form is available on the internet at 

http://www.sos.state.ms.us/elections/VoterRegistration/UpdatedVoterReg.pdf. 

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-47; http://www.sos.state.ms.us/elections/voterinfoguide.asp 

Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Voting 

All absent voters may use a duly executed federal post card application to request an absentee 

ballot or to register to vote, or to do both simultaneously.   

Source: Miss. Ann.Code § 23-15-677. 

A postage paid application can be obtained from a military voting officer, American organizations 

overseas, or United States Embassies and Consulates.  A non-postage paid application can be 

downloaded at http://www.fvap.gov/pubs/onlinefpca.pdf.  The federal post card application should be 

filled out and sent to the appropriate circuit clerk in Mississippi by fax or email.  A list of clerksõ 

addresses and fax numbers can be found at http://www.sos.state.ms.us/elections/VoterRegistrars.asp. 

Source: http://www.sos.state.ms.us/elections/uocava.asp 

F. Submitting Registration Applications  

Registration Deadline 

In Mississippi, individuals must be registered thirty (30) days prior to the election date.  This year, 

that date is October 5th.  Given the fact that October 5, 2008 falls on a Sunday, voters must follow 

the directions below in the section entitled "Submitting the Registration Application.ó   

Information Required when Registering 

The voter will be required to complete a Mississippi Voter Registration Application and provide the 

following information or answers to the following questions when registering to vote: 

 whether the voter is a citizen of the Untied States of America (if the answer to the question is 

"no," then the voter is not eligible to vote); 

http://www.sos.state.ms.us/elections/VoterRegistration/UpdatedVoterReg.pdf
http://www.sos.state.ms.us/elections/voterinfoguide.asp
http://www.fvap.gov/pubs/onlinefpca.pdf
http://www.sos.state.ms.us/elections/VoterRegistrars.asp
http://www.sos.state.ms.us/elections/uocava.asp
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 whether the voter will be 18 years of age on or before the election date (if the answer to the 

question is "no," then the voter is not eligible to vote); 

 whether the voter would like to serve as an Election Day Poll Worker; 

 name; 

 address; 

 date of birth; 

 one of the following for identification purposes: 

(a) Mississippi driver's license number; 

(b) last four digits of the voter's social security number; 

(c) a copy of a current and valid photo identification; or 

(d) a copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or other 

government document that shows the name and address of the voter. 

ƺ Note: If a voter does not have either (a) or (b) listed above, and the registration form is 

submitted by mail and the voter has never registered to vote in the county he is registering 

in, the voter must send in with the application either (c) or (d).  If the information in (a) 

through (d) is not provided, the voter may be required to provide to election officials either 

(c) or (d) above the first time the voter votes at a voting place or by absentee ballot. 

 voter's signature;  

 date of application; and 

 daytime phone number. 

Source: http://www.sos.state.ms.us/elections/VoterRegistration/UpdatedVoterReg.pdf 

When a registrant was previously registered under a different name or address, then the 

registration form shall be completed with the additional following information: 

 previous name; 

 previous address. 

Source: http://www.sos.state.ms.us/elections/VoterRegistration/UpdatedVoterReg.pdf. 

http://www.sos.state.ms.us/elections/VoterRegistration/UpdatedVoterReg.pdf
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Submitting the Registration Application 

By mail: An applicant may return a completed registration form by mail to the county registrar.  The 

postmark date of a mailed application shall be the date of registration.  Because mail-in voter 

registration forms must be postmarked no later than thirty (30) days prior to the election date, this 

year they must be postmarked no later than Sunday, October 5th.  Since many post offices are 

closed on weekends, applicants should mail or deliver applications no later than Friday, October 3rd 

to avoid missing the deadline. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §23-15-47(2)(a) (2008); 

http://www.sos.state.ms.us/elections/2008/PDF/2008%20Elections%20Calendar%208-28-07.pdf 

In person:  An applicant may register to vote by visiting the county circuit clerk (usually in the 

county courthouse) or municipal clerk (usually in City Hall).   The applicant must register at least 

thirty (30) days prior to the election.  In most cases, circuit clerks and municipal clerks are required 

to register voters at any time during the usual business hours of 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.  Circuit 

clerk or municipal clerk's offices may keep their offices open for registration of voters from 8:00 a.m. 

until 7:00 p.m., including the noon hours, for the five (5) business days immediately preceding the 

thirtieth (30th) day prior to any regularly scheduled primary or general election (September 29th ð 

October 3rd).  Moreover, they may also keep their offices open from 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on 

Saturday, October 4th.  Thus, October 3rd is the last day to register to vote in the circuit clerk or 

municipal clerk's offices, unless the circuit clerk or municipal clerk's office is open on Saturday, in 

which case, the deadline is Saturday, October 4th at noon. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §23-15-37 (1),(2) (2008);  

http://www.sos.state.ms.us/Elections/voterinfoguide.asp; 

http://www.sos.state.ms.us/elections/2008/PDF/2008%20Elections%20Calendar%208-28-07.pdf. 

Through a Third Person:  Nothing prohibits a qualified elector from authorizing a third person to 

mail or deliver his or her completed mail-in voter registration form. 

Source:  Op. Attõy. Gen., No. 96-0657, Carter (Sept. 19, 1996). 

G. Processing Applications  

Time limit for processing applications 

For application by mail:  Within twenty-five (25) days of receipt of a mail-in-application, the county 

registrar must complete action on the application, including an attempt to notify the applicant of the 

status of the application.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-47(2)(b) (2008). 

For application in person:   When a registrant has completed the application, the registrar enters the 

Statewide Elections Management System voter record where the voter status is marked "ACTIVE," 

"PENDING" or "REJECTED".   If an applicant is not qualified to register to vote, then the registrar 

http://www.sos.state.ms.us/elections/2008/PDF/2008%20Elections%20Calendar%208-28-07.pdf
http://www.sos.state.ms.us/Elections/voterinfoguide.asp
http://www.sos.state.ms.us/elections/2008/PDF/2008%20Elections%20Calendar%208-28-07.pdf
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shall enter the Statewide Elections Management System voter record where the voter's status shall 

be marked "PENDING" or "REJECTED".   If the registration is denied, the registrar shall inform the 

applicant immediately that the application is denied and advise the applicant of the date, time, and 

place of the next meeting of the county election commissioners.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-41 and 23-15-45 (2008). 

Verification of Information  

Upon receipt of a mail-in application, the county registrar will verify the application by contacting 

the applicant by telephone, by personal contact with the applicant, or by any other method 

approved by the Secretary of State.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-47(2)(b) (2008).   

If the County Clerk is unable to verify the application, then the application shall be rejected.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-47(2)(d)(vi) (2008). 

Incomplete or Illegible 

If the mail-in application is subject to rejection because of, among other things, either (i) an 

incomplete portion of the application makes it impossible for the registrar to determine the 

eligibility of the applicant to register or (ii) a portion of the application is illegible and makes it 

impossible to determine the eligibility of the applicant to register, and it appears that the defect or 

omission is of such a minor nature and that any necessary additional information may be supplied by 

the applicant over the telephone or by further correspondence, the registrar may write or call the 

applicant.  If the necessary information is provided over the telephone or by mail, then the applicant 

shall be registered.  If, on the other hand, the necessary information cannot be obtained or is not 

sufficient, the registrar shall give the applicant written notice of the rejection and provide the reason 

for the rejection.  The registrar shall further inform the applicant that he has a right to attempt to 

register by appearing in person or by filing another mail-in application.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-47(2)(e) (2008). 

Other Reasons for Rejection of Applications 

In addition to the reasons enumerated in the sections above entitled "Verification of Information" 

and "Incomplete or Illegible Applications", a mail-in application can also be rejected for the following 

reasons:  (i) the registrar is unable to determine the precinct in which the voter should be assigned 

or the supervisor district in which he is entitled to vote; (ii) the applicant is not qualified to register 

to vote; or (iii) the registrar determines that the applicant is registered as a qualified elector of the 

county.  

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-47(2)(d)(iii) ð (v) (2008). 
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Notification of Approved Applications 

For application in person:  Upon entry of the voter registration information into the Statewide 

Elections Management System, the system shall assign a voter registration number to the person.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-39(5) (2008).   

The receipt of a copy of the application for registration is sufficient to allow the applicant to be 

registered.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-35(4) (2008). 

For application by mail:  If the county registrar determines that the applicant is qualified and his 

application is legible and complete, he shall mail the applicant written notification that the application 

has been approved along with other relevant voting information.  This written notification of 

approval serves as the voter's registration card.  Upon entry of the voter registration information 

into the Statewide Elections Management System, the system shall assign a voter registration 

number to the person.  In mailing the written notification, the county registrar shall note "DO NOT 

FORWARD" on the envelope.  If any registration notification form is returned as undeliverable, the 

voter's registration shall be void.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-47(2)(c) (2008). 

Notification of Denied Applications 

For application in person:  See above in section entitled "Time limit for processing applications." 

For application by mail:  If the voter registration is rejected, the registrar will provide written notice 

of the rejection and reason for the rejection.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-47(2)(e) (2008). 

H.  Appeal Process  

Process of Appeal by Rejected Applicant 

A registrant who is denied the right to register as a voter may appeal the decision to the board of 

election commissioners by filing with the registrar, on the same day of such denial or within five (5) 

days thereafter, a written application for appeal.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-61 (2008).   

All cases on appeal are heard by the board of election commissioners de novo, and oral and 

documentary evidence may be heard by them.   
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Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-69 (2008).   

The board of commissioners has the following powers:  to administer oaths to witnesses before 

them; to subpoena witnesses; to compel the attendance of witnesses; to send for persons and 

papers; to require the sheriff and constables to attend them; and to execute their process.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-69 (2008). 

Appeal of Acceptance of Another Registrant 

Any elector may appeal from the decision allowing any other person to be registered as a voter.  If 

an appeal is brought on these grounds, the appellant shall give notice to the registrant whose 

registration is being challenged.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-63 (2008). 

Decisions by Board of Commissioners 

The board of commissioners meets at the courthouse of its county on September 8, 2008, and 

remains in session from day to day, so long as business requires.  Three (3) commissioners are 

required for there to be a quorum to do business, and the concurrence of at least three (3) 

commissioners is necessary for a decision to be made.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-65 (2008). 

Finality of Decisions of Board of Commissioners 

The decisions of the commissioners are final as to questions of fact, but not as to matters of law 

which may be revised by courts.  Once a decision has been made by the board of commissioners, 

the registrar must obey it. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-69 (2008). 

Appeal of Board of Commissioner's Decision 

An elector aggrieved by the decision of the board of commissioners may file a bill of exceptions, to 

be approved and signed by the commissioners, embodying the evidence in the case and the findings 

of the commissioners, within two (2) days after the rendition of the decision.  The decision may be 

appealed upon the execution of a bond in the sum of $100.00, payable to the state.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-71 (2008).   

The board of commissioners must return the bill of exceptions and the bond into the circuit court 

within five (5) days after the filing of same. 
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Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-73 (2008). 

Effective Date of Registration 

Any person who is wrongfully denied the right to register as a voter and who appeals to secure that 

right is entitled to register, and the registration will be deemed effective as of the date that the 

registrant made the proper application to register.   

Source: Lippian v. Ros, 175 So.2d 138 (Miss. 1965). 

I. Change of Residence and/or Name  

Completing a Change of Residence and/or Name Form 

A voter who has moved within the state or from another state and/or changed his or her name 

must report the change by delivering, either in person or by mail, per the registration procedures 

described above, a completed Mississippi Voter Registration Application.  A copy of such application 

can be found at http://www.sos.state.ms.us/elections/VoterRegistration/UpdatedVoterReg.pdf.    An 

elector who moves within the same municipality or county can provide a written notification of such 

change in a format other than the registration application.  Op. Attõy. Gen., No. 2001-0026, Bowman 

(January 26, 2001) (A qualified elector of the county who moves within the corporate limits of 

municipality within that county must file a change of address form with the county registrar who 

could then provide necessary information to the municipal registrar who could then approve or 

disapprove the registration in accordance with Section 23-15-41. Alternatively, the voter could 

complete and file a new registration form with either the county registrar or the municipal registrar). 

Notice of Change of Address  

If the applicant indicates in the voter registration application that he previously registered to vote in 

another county in Mississippi, notice to the voter's previous county shall be provided by the 

Statewide Elections Management System.  If the voter's previous place of registration was in another 

state, notice must be provided to the voter's previous state of residence if the Statewide Elections 

Management System has that capability. 

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-39 (2008). 

Moving Within Same Municipality or County 

An elector who moves from one ward or voting precinct to another ward within the same 

municipality or voting precinct within the same county shall not be disqualified to vote, but he or 

she shall be entitled to have his or her registration transferred to his or her new ward or voting 

precinct by making a written request at any time up to thirty (30) days prior to the election.  If the 

removal occurs within thirty (30) days of such election he or she shall be entitled to vote in his or 

her new ward or voting precinct by affidavit ballot as provided in Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-573 

(2008).   

http://www.sos.state.ms.us/elections/VoterRegistration/UpdatedVoterReg.pdf
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Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-13 (2008).If a written request to transfer the registration is never filed, 

however, then an affidavit ballot can be rejected.  Rush v. Ivy, 853 So. 2d 1226 (Miss. 2003). 

Moving Between Counties 

A voter who moves from an election precinct in one county to an election precinct in another 

county must register in the new county of residence in order to be permitted to vote. 

II.  INFORMATION FOR THIR D PARTY REGISTRATION  GROUPS  

A.  General Assistance with Registration and Other Election Documents  

Rules Regarding Help From Another Person  

Another person may assist a voter in filling out the registration form. Any applicant who is unable to 

sign the applicant's own name shall make an "X," if possible, which shall be certified by the signing of 

the name of the applicant by the person filling out the form, who shall add the person's own 

signature.  A registrant may get assistance in completing an application from any person of his choice.    

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-39(6) (2008); Op. Attõy. Gen., 1989 WL 503362, Rogers (Aug. 9, 1989) 

(Every individual who possesses the requisite qualifications to be a qualified elector and desires to 

register is entitled to have the assistance of the person of his choice to complete the voter registration 

form). 

Registration of Physically Disabled Person 

If a person is physically disabled and unable to visit an office to register to vote, the registrant may 

contact the registrar's office and request that he be visited by one of their agents for the purpose of 

registering to vote.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-37(4) (2008). 

Registration of Person Unable to Read or Write 

If a registrant is unable to read or write, for reason of disability or otherwise, the registrant may 

request assistance of an agent of the registrar's office.  In such cases, the registrar shall read to the 

applicant the application and oath and the person's answers thereto shall be recorded by the 

registrar or his deputy.  The recorded responses shall be retained permanently by the registrar.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-39(7) (2008). 
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B. Restrictions regarding forms  

Use of the National Registration Form 

Mississippi does not place restrictions on the use of the National Registration Form.   

Pre-fill Information on Registration Forms 

Mississippi law does not have any restrictions regarding pre-filling information on registration forms.   

C. Use of Information an d Copying Voter Registration Applications  

There is no legislative prohibition in Mississippi that bars individuals or groups from copying blank or 

completed voter registration applications before they are submitted.  Once applications have been 

submitted, copies of statewide, district, county, or municipal voter registration files must be 

provided to any person in accordance with the Mississippi Public Records Act of 1983, provided, 

however, that social security numbers, telephone numbers, dates of birth and age information 

should not be provided.   

Sources:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-165(6) (2008); Op. Attõy. Gen., No. 2003-0555, Allen (Oct. 4, 2003); 

Op. Attõy. Gen., No. 2000-0112, Johnson (Mar. 10, 2000). 

III.  STATEWIDE VOTER REGI STRATION DATABASE:  

MAINTENANCE AND REMO VAL OF VOTERS  

A.  Generally  

The Secretary of State maintains a statewide voter registration database, known as the "Statewide 

Elections Management System."  This system constitutes the official record of registered voters in 

every county of the state.  The office of the Secretary of State maintains the Statewide Elections 

Management System so that the registrar and election commissioners of each county can: 

 verify that an applicant that is registering to vote in such county is not registered to vote in 

another county; 

 be notified automatically that a registered voter in its county has registered to vote in another 

county; 

 receive regular reports of death, changes of address and convictions for disenfranchising crimes 

that apply to voters registered in the county; and 

 retain all present functionality related to, but not limited to, the use of voter roll data and to 

implement such other functionality as the law requires to enhance the maintenance of accurate 

county voter records and related jury selection and redistricting programs. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-163, 165, § 23-15-33 (2008). 
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Since January 1, 2006, all records pertaining to voter registration are stored in the Statewide 

Elections Management System.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-113(2) (2008). 

B. Registration Books and Pollbooks  

Registration books are voter registration files that contain copies of the voters' registration 

applications which reflect the date of registration and the signature of the voter. Registration books 

may be kept on microfilm or computer software, and if the information is so preserved, the hard 

copies can be destroyed.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-113(1) (2008); Op. Attõy. Gen. No. 96-0226, Carpenter, April 12, 

1996. 

Pollbooks are created for each voting precinct and contain the following information in columns:  

 date of registration; 

 voter registration number; 

 name of elector; and 

 date of birth. 

The pollbooks shall contain the information of any person who registers at least thirty-one (31) days 

before an election.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-125 (2008).   

C. Basis of Removal of Voters  

The commissioners of election must carefully revise the registration books and the pollbooks of the 

various voting precincts, and erase from those books the names of all persons erroneously on the 

books, or who have died, or become disqualified as electors from any cause.  No name shall be 

erased from the registration books or pollbooks based on a change in the residence of an elector 

except in accordance with procedures provided for by the National Voter Registration Act of 1993.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-153 (1) (2008). 

Incapacitated Electors 

The commissioners may remove the name of a person determined to be incapacitated from the 

registration books and the pollbooks.   
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Source:  Op. Attõy. Gen., No. 95-0172, Dean (Mar. 14, 1995) (If the county election commission makes 

the determination that an individual whose name appears on the voter registration records has been 

determined to be non compos mentis by a court of competent jurisdiction and has not since been 

determined by a court of competent jurisdiction to now be competent, said commission should remove 

the name of that individual form the registration records). 

Felons 

The election commission and the registrar have a joint duty and responsibility to insure that the 

names of persons convicted of disqualifying crimes are removed from the voter rolls in a timely 

manner.  Pursuant to Section 23-15-19, the registrar is required to remove the names of individuals 

from the voter rolls when they are convicted in the circuit court of his county and when the 

presiding judge of another county certifies a disqualifying conviction.  Pursuant to Sections 23-14-

151 and -153, the election commissioners are required to compare the book containing the list of 

convictions of disqualifying crimes with the registration rolls and insure that the names of all persons 

erroneously on the voter rolls are removed.   

Source:  Op. Attõy. Gen., 1992 WL 613835, Ralston, Apr. 1, 1992; Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-19, 151, 

153 (2008). 

Electors who Have Changed Residency 

The National Voter Registration Act sets forth the procedure that must be followed in order to 

remove a voter's name from the official list of eligible voters.  It provides that a State shall not 

remove the name of a registrant from the official list of eligible voters on the ground that 

the registrant has changed residence unless the registrant (i) confirms in writing that the 

registrant has changed residence to a place outside the registrar's jurisdiction in which the 

registrant is registered, or (ii) has failed to respond to a notice or òconfirmation cardó sent 

by forwardable mail on which the registrant may state his or her current address.  Such 

òconfirmation cardó must be accompanied by a notice that if the registrant did not change 

his or her residence, or changed residence but remained in the registrar's jurisdiction, the 

registrant should return the card not later than thirty (30) days prior to an election. If the 

card is not returned, affirmation or confirmation of the registrant's address may be required 

before the registrant is permitted to vote.  If a registrant does not vote in an election during 

the period beginning on the date of the notice and ending on the day after the date of the 

second general election for Federal office that occurs after the date of the notice, the 

registrant's name will be removed from the list of eligible voters.    

Source: 42 U.S.C. 1973gg-6(d)(2)(A). 

Voters Who Have Failed to Vote for a Long Time 

While there is no specific procedure to remove votersõ names from the active list for failure to vote, 

such failure over a long period could be viewed by a county election commission as an indication 

that such voters may no longer reside within the county.   
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Source:  Op. Attõy. Gen., No. 2008-00260, Hafter (May 30, 2008). 

D. Timeline for Revising of Books  

The revisions of the registration books and the pollbooks is scheduled for the following times: 

 on the Tuesday after the second Monday in January; 

 on the first Tuesday in the month immediately preceding the first primary election for 

congressmen in the years when congressmen are elected; 

 on the first Monday in the month immediately preceding the first primary election for state, 

state district legislative, county and county district offices in the years in which those offices are 

elected; 

 on the second Monday of September preceding the general election or regular special election 

day in years in which a general election is not conducted (this year, it will fall on September 8th). 

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-153(1) (2008). 

The commissioners may continue to purge names from the registration books and pollbooks within 

ninety (90) days of a regularly scheduled primary or general election for federal office, with the 

exception that the removal of names of ineligible voters based on residency must be completed 

before ninety (90) days prior to a regularly scheduled election.    

Source: 42 U.S.C.A. §1973gg-6(a)(4),(c) (2008); Op. Attõy. Gen. 2006-00620, Jones (Dec. 8, 2006). 

E. Updating Books  

At the same times described in subsection (D) above, the commissioners of election shall register 

the names of people who had submitted a voter registration and had been illegally denied 

registration.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-153(1) (2008). 

F. Remedies for Removed Electors  

Electors whose names were erased from registration books must apply for re-registration, and if 

such re-registration is denied, then must appeal to the board of election commissioners, and, if 

necessary, to the circuit court as set forth above.  

Source: Calvert v. Crosby, 139 So. 608 (Miss. 1932). 
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POLLING PLACES AND PRE PARATION FOR ELECTIO N DAY  

I. PREPARATION FOR ELEC TION DAY  

A.  Establishing Voting Precincts  

The governing authorities of any municipality within Mississippi are authorized to divide the 

municipality into voting precincts of such size and location as is necessary, and there shall be the 

same number of polling places.  There does not need to be, however, a polling place in each precinct.  

The authority may establish polling places, without regard to precinct lines, in such manner as in the 

discretion of such authority will better accommodate the electorate and facilitate the holding of the 

election.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-557 (2008).   

Any changes to precincts ð whether adding to the number or moving any precincts ð must be 

submitted to the United States Department of Justice for approval pursuant to Section 5 of the 

Voting Rights Act of 1965.   

Source: Op. Attõy. Gen. No. 98-0431, Fortier (July 30, 1998). 

The number of voters per precinct cannot exceed five hundred (500), provided, however, that this 

limitation does not apply where voting machines are used at all elections held in any voting precinct.  

Any changes to precincts to adjust the number of voters must be made at least two (2) months 

before an election.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-285 (2008). 

B. Polling Places  

A board of supervisors determines the location of polling places. 

Rent- Free Polling Places 

A board of supervisors may use state, county and school facilities as polling places without charge.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-259 (2008);  Op. Attõy. Gen. No. 99-0593, Ellis (Oct. 29, 1999). 

Paying Rent for Polling Places 

A board of supervisors may pay reasonable rent for use of a polling place if no appropriate location 

is available without paying rent.  If the polling place is at a private property, then rent can be paid for 

a period not to exceed the day before the election, the day of the election, and the day following 

the election.  The standard for the payment of rent for the use of a polling place is reasonableness.  
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The municipal governing authorities may consider any factors deemed appropriate in arriving at an 

amount they deem to be reasonable. 

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-259 (2008);  Op. Attõy. Gen. No. 99-0593, Ellis (Oct. 29, 1999); Op. 

Attõy. Gen. No. 2003-0513, Brown (Sept. 26, 2003). 

Other Expenses Related to Polling Places 

The boards of supervisors are authorized to purchase improved or unimproved property and to 

construct, reconstruct, repair, renovate and maintain polling places.    

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-259 (2008).   

A board of supervisors may even authorize improvements to property owned by a private party or 

fire protection district, where such property is used as a polling place and to ensure compliance 

with the Americans with Disabilities Act, provided that the board determines that such 

improvements are necessary, and the value of such improvements do not exceed a reasonable rental 

amount.   

Source: Op. Attõy. Gen. No. 2006-0040, White (Feb. 10, 2006). 

Ballot Design 

For Primary elections, the county executive committee must perform all duties that relate to the 

qualification of candidates for primary elections, print ballots for primary elections, appoint the 

primary elections officers, resolve contests in regard to the primary elections.  The county 

executive committee will print all necessary ballots; the absentee ballots must be printed 45 days 

prior to the election.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-263, 23-15-265, 23-15-333.  

The chair of the County Board of Election Commissioners is in charge of the printing and 

distributing of the ballots at each general or special election and will receive a sample of the official 

ballot from the Secretary of State at least 55 days prior to the election which is used as the template 

for printing .   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-213, 23-15-351, 23-15-361, 23-15-367.   

On the back and outside of the ballot is printed: 

 The words "OFFICIAL BALLOT"; 

 The name of the voting precinct or place for which the ballot is prepared; 

 The date of the election.  
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Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-357. 

 The size, print and quality of paper of the official ballot is left to the discretion of the officer 

charged with printing the official ballot.  

Source:   Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-367. 

 The names of the all party nominees certified by the appropriate executive committee and 

independent and special election candidates who have timely filed petitions containing the 

required signatures.    

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-359 (as amended by 2007 Miss. ALS 570).   

 The names of the candidates shall be listed under the name of the political party each candidate 

represents.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-359 (as amended by 2007 Miss. ALS 570). 

 The arrangements of the names of the candidates, the order in which the titles of the various 

offices shall be printed is left to the discretion of the officer charged with printing the official 

ballot.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-367. 

 The title for the various offices shall be listed in the following order: 

ƺ Candidates for national office; 

ƺ Candidates for statewide office; 

ƺ Candidates for statewide office; 

ƺ Candidates for state district office; 

ƺ Candidates for legislative office; 

ƺ Candidates for countywide office; 

ƺ Candidates for county district office. 
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Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-367, 23-15-333. 

 The order in which the titles for the various offices are listed within each of the categories listed 

in above is left to the discretion of the officer charged with printing the official ballot.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-367.   

 Under the title of each office to be voted for, one (1) blank space shall be left and will be filled in 

with the name of a replacement candidate in the event of death, resignation, withdrawal or 

removal of any candidate whose name was printed on the official ballot.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-365. 

 The officer charged with printing and distributing the official ballot shall prepare full instructions 

for the guidance of electors at elections as to obtaining ballots, the manner of marking them, and 

the mode of obtaining new ballots in the place of those spoiled by accident.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-353. 

 The instructions shall be printed in large, clear type, on "cards of instruction".  

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-353.   

 The ballot may also contain any local issue election matter that is authorized to be held on the 

same date as the regular or general election pursuant to  § 23-15-375.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-359 (as amended by 2007 Miss. ALS 570), 23-15-375. 

 The ballot may also contain any constitutional amendment submitted to a vote of the people.  

The amendment shall be printed in clear, unambiguous language after the list of candidates and 

followed by the word "YES", to indicate approval, and "NO", to indicate disapproval.    

ƺ The text of the statement explaining the amendment may not exceed 75 words in length 

and must be in plain, clear language. 

ƺ The Secretary of State shall give each proposed constitutional amendment a number which 

shall appear on the ballot. 

ƺ The full text of the amendment shall be posted prominently at the polling place.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-369. 



    

October 2, 2008 
29 

When electronic voting machines are being used, ballots and ballot labels shall, as far as practicable, 

be in the same order of arrangement as provided for paper ballots, except that such information 

may be printed in vertical or horizontal rows, or in a number of separate pages which are placed on 

the voting device.  

 Ballot labels shall be printed in plain clear type in black ink and upon clear white materials of 

such size and arrangement as to fit the construction of the voting device.  

 Arrows may be printed on the ballot labels to indicate the place to punch the ballot card, which 

may be to the right or left of the names of candidates and propositions.  

 The titles of offices may be arranged in vertical columns or on a series of separate pages, and 

shall be printed above or at the side of the names of candidates so as to indicate clearly the 

candidates for each office and the number to be elected.   

 If necessary, the ballot or ballot label shall be clearly marked that the list of candidates is 

continued on the following column or page, and, so far as possible, the same number of names 

shall be printed on each column or page.  

 The names of candidates for each office shall be printed in vertical columns or on separate pages, 

grouped by the offices which they seek.  

 In partisan elections, the party designation of each candidate, which may be abbreviated, shall be 

printed following his name. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-469. 

Voting Machines.   

The board of supervisors of each county shall use voting machines, electronic voting systems, optical 

mark reading equipment or direct recording electronic voting equipment which complies with 

specifications provided by law.  The election commissioners may designate elections to be 

administered by paper ballot if the commissioners determine that this method of voting is less 

expensive than administration of the same election by machine or other electronic system.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-391. 

The board of supervisors of any county or the governing authorities may purchase or rent different 

kinds of voting machines for use within different counties within the state.  Voting machines may be 

used in combination with paper ballots in any election at the discretion of and under the rules and 

regulations set up by the officials in charge of the elections.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-405, 23-15-463.   
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Polling Places 

The governing authorities of any municipality are authorized and empowered to exercise their 

discretion to divide the municipality into a sufficient number of voting precincts and of such size and 

location as is necessary.  There must be the same number of polling places as precincts, but the 

authority is not required to establish a polling place in each of said precincts.  The election 

authorities, whether in a primary or general election, may locate and establish such polling places, 

without regard to precinct lines, in such a manner as in the discretion of such authority will better 

accommodate the electorate and better facilitate the holding of the election.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-557. 

The board of supervisors of the several counties are authorized to purchase property to construct, 

repair, and maintain polling places or to pay a reasonable rental fee to private property owners to us 

the property as a polling place for a period not to exceed the day immediately preceding the 

election, the day of the election, and the day immediately following the election.  All facilities owned 

or leased by the sate, county, municipality or school district may be made available at no cost tot eh 

board of supervisors for use as polling places to such extent as may be agreed to by the authority 

having control or custody of such facilities.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-259. 

Inspection of Voting Machines   

Where voting machines are to be used, the officials in charge of the election shall demonstrate the 

use of the voting machine containing sample ballots at a suitable and adequate time and place.   No 

machine to be used in the actual election shall be used for instruction.  During the exhibition, the 

counting mechanism shall be concealed from view and the doors may only be opened when 

authorized by the officials in charge of the election.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-419.   

The commissioners of election of each county may conduct training sessions for any elector on the 

operation of the electronic voting systems.  The commissioners will determine the time and location 

of such training session.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-491 (repealed effective July 1, 2009). 

Sample ballots shall be open to the inspection of all voters on election day, in all primaries and 

general elections where voting machines are used.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-411. 

Voting Equipment  

Types of voting equipment used at polling places:  
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 Voting machines, which record and tabulate votes; 

 Electronic voting systems, which are defined as systems in which votes are recorded on a paper 

ballot or ballot cards by means of marking or punching, and such votes are subsequently 

counted and tabulated by automatic tabulating equipment at one or more counting centers.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-461.  

ƺ Automatic tabulating equipment, which is defined as apparatus necessary to automatically 

examine and count votes as designated on ballots or ballot cards and tabulate the results.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-461. 

 Optical mark reading equipment, which is defined as any apparatus necessary to automatically 

examine and count votes as designated on paper ballots.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-503. 

and 

 Direct recording voting equipment, which is defined as a computer driven unit for casting and 

counting votes on which an elector touches a video screen or a button adjacent to a video 

screen to cast his or her vote.  

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-531. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-391. 

Certification of voting equipment: The Secretary of State appoints a Board of Voting Machine 

Examiners to certify voting equipment.  

Prior to the start of the count of the ballots, the commissioners of elections, in conjunction with the 

circuit clerks or officials in charge of the election shall have the automatic tabulating equipment 

tested to ascertain that it will accurately count the votes cast for all offices and on all measures. 

Public notice of the time and place of the test shall be given at least forty-eight (48) hours prior 

thereto by publication once in one or more daily or weekly newspapers published in the county, city 

or jurisdiction where such equipment is used, if a newspaper is published therein, otherwise in a 

newspaper of general circulation therein. The tabulating equipment shall pass the same test at the 

conclusion of the count before the election returns are approved as official. On completion of the 

count, the programs, test materials and ballots shall be sealed and retained as provided for paper 

ballots. 

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-481.   



    

October 2, 2008 
32 

In case any voting machine used in any voting precinct shall, during the time the polls are open, 

become inoperative in whole or in part, the manager shall immediately give notice thereof to the 

registrar providing such machine, and the registrar shall, if possible, substitute a perfect machine for 

the broken machine.  At the close of the polls, the records of both machines shall be taken, and the 

votes shown on their counters shall be added together to determine the results of the election.  If 

no other machine can be prepared for use at such election, and the broken one cannot be repaired 

in time for use at such election, unofficial ballots made as nearly as possible in the form of the official 

ballot may be used, received by the managers and placed by them in a receptacle in such case to be 

provided by the managers, and counted with the votes registered on the voting machine.  The result 

shall be declared the same as though there had been no accident to the voting machine.  The ballots 

thus voted shall be preserved and returned as herein directed, with a certificate or statement setting 

forth how and why the same were voted.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-427, 23-15-473.  

Buying or renting, storage and maintenance of voting machines:  The county board of supervisors is 

responsible for buying or renting voting machines and automatic tabulating equipment used in an 

electronic voting system for each voting precinct in the county.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-405, 23-15-463. 

 The circuit court clerk is responsible for the custody, storage, maintenance and repair of voting 

devices, and the preparation of them for voting prior to elections.  

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-473. 

 All machines shall be stored as soon as possible after the close of the election as possible and 

shall remain in a suitable place at all times.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-445. 

 The custodian shall immediately repair, replace or remove any voting device which fails to 

function properly on election day. The clerk of any municipality which acquires voting devices 

shall be the custodian of such voting devices and perform the same functions.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-473. 

After voting devices have been prepared for an election and at least three (3) days prior thereto, the 

voting devices shall be available for public inspection at a time and place designated by the circuit 

court clerk. Thereafter they shall be locked or sealed before delivery to the managers of the 

election.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-473. 
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Materials Available at Polling Places 

The supervisor of each district shall provide at each election place for the use of the voters:  

 Voting compartments,  

ƺ There must be at least one voting compartment per 200 electors in the voting precinct 

ƺ Each compartment shall be supplied and have posted up in it a card of instructions, and be 

furnished with other conveniences for marking the ballots. 

 A sufficient number of shelves, and 

 A sufficient number of tables,  

 Registration and pollbooks,  

 Ballot boxes,  

 2 sets of official ballots, 

ƺ At the close of the election, all official ballots (except those actually in or upon the voting 

machine at the close of the election), whether they have been used in the machine or not, 

shall be returned to the official who initially provided them  

 2 sample ballots or instruction ballots.  

Source: Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-255, 23-15-259, 23-15-411, 23-15-413. 

The manager of each precinct shall publicly post the following information at the precinct polling 

place: 

 A sample version of the ballot that will be used at election, 

 The date of the election and the hours during which the polling places will be open, 

 Instruction on how to vote, including how to cast a vote and how to case an affidavit ballot 

 Instructions for persons who have registered to vote by mail and first time voters, if appropriate, 

 General information on voting rights, including information on the right of an individual to cast 

an affidavit ballot and instructions on how to contact the appropriate officials if these rights are 

alleged to have been violated, and 

 The consequences under federal and state laws regarding fraud and misrepresentation. 
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Source: Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-255, 23-15-469. 

Election Officials 

Overall structure 

 Mississippi has a State Board of Election Commissioners consisting of the Governor, the 

Secretary of State and the Attorney General, any two of whom may perform the duties required 

of the Board.   

 Each county has its own board of election commissioners consisting of five (5) persons who are 

voters in the county in which they are to act.  The registrar in each county shall be the clerk of 

the circuit court, unless he or she shall be shown to be an improper person to register the 

names of the voters therein.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-211(1) (as amended by 2008 Miss. S.B. 2910). 

Secretary of State 

 The Secretary of State is designated as Mississippiõs chief election officer.    

Source: Miss. Code Ann. §23-15-211(1). 

 The Secretary of State shall develop a single, comprehensive poll worker training program to 

assist local election officials in providing uniform, secure elections throughout the state.  The 

program shall include, at a minimum, training on all state and federal election laws and 

procedures.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-211(as amended by 2008 Miss. S.B. 2910). 

County Board of Election Commissioners  

 Mississippi voters will elect five commissioners of election for each county to serve for a four-

year term.  Each supervisorõs district will elect one commissioner of election in their district 

every four years.  The county board of election commissioners will consist of one person from 

each supervisorõs district of the county and each such commissioner be elected from the 

supervisorõs district in which he or she resides.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-213. 

 The chair of the commission is in charge of the printing and distributing of the ballots and will 

receive a sample of the official ballot from the Secretary of State at least fifty-five (55) days prior 

to the election which is used as the template for printing.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-213, § 23-15-367. 
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 The commissioners of election must canvass the returns, ascertain and declare the results, give 

certificates of elections, and make reports to the secretary of state.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-601. 

 The registrar is the official custodian of the registration books.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-135. 

 Note:  The county board of supervisors performs these tasks if no county board of election 

commissioners exists or acts.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-215. 

Boards of Supervisors  

 The boards of supervisors of the several counties are authorized to provide ballot boxes, 

registration books and pollbooks, and all other things required by law in registration and 

elections.  The boards of supervisors are also authorized to purchase improved or unimproved 

property and to construct, reconstruct, repair, renovate and maintain polling places or to pay to 

private property owners reasonable rental fees when the property is used as a polling place, and 

to allow such reasonable sums as may be expended in supplying voting compartments, tables or 

shelves for use at elections.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-259.  

 The boards of supervisors also define the boundaries of the several supervisorsõ districts and 

voting precincts in the county, and designate the voting place in each voting precinct.  No 

changes to a supervisorõs district or voting precinct can become effective within two months 

before an election in that district or voting precinct.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-285.  

Election Managers  

 Prior to every election, the commissioners of election will appoint three persons for each voting 

precinct to be managers of the election, one of whom will be designated by the commissioners 

of election as election bailiff.  Such managers may not all be of the same political  party if suitable 

persons of different political parties can be found in the district.  If any person appointed fails to 

attend and serve, the managers present, if any, may designate someone to fill his or her place; 

and if the commissioners of election fail to make the appointments or in case of  the failure of all 

those appointed to attend and serve, any three qualified electors present when the polls should 

be opened may act as managers.  Provided, however, any person appointed to be manager or 

act as manager must be a qualified elector of the county in which the polling place is located.  
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Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-231.  

ƺ The terms "election managers" and "poll workers" are interchangeable.  See, e.g., Trapp, Mar. 

12,  1993, A.G. Op.  #93-0133; Meadows, Jan. 31, 2003, A.G. Op. #03-0033 

ƺ Poll workers shall be compensated for performing their duties.    

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 25-15-245. 

 The managers must ensure that the election is conducted fairly and agreeably to law, and they 

act as judges of the qualifications of electors, and may examine, on oath, the qualifications of any 

person duly registered.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-233.  See also Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-571. 

 In addition to the above managers, the commissioners of election have the discretionary power 

to appoint up to three persons to serve as managers or clerks of the election.  The 

commissioners of election have the discretionary power to appoint up to three additional 

persons to serve as clerks for each 1,000 registered voters or fraction thereof in each voting 

precinct above the first 500. Any person appointed as clerk must be a qualified elector of the 

county in which the voting precinct is located.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-235. 

II.  POLLING PLACE PROCED URES DURING VOTING  

A.  Hours of Operation and Protocols for Opening and Closing the Polling Place  

The polls are open on election day from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-541. 

 Voters in line or in process of voting at 7:00 p.m. shall be allowed to vote. 

B. Protocol for Opening the Polling Place  

Voting machines 

 Prior to opening the polls, the managers and clerks of each voting district must arrange the 

furniture, stationary and voting machines for the conduct of the election.  The managers will 

unlock the voting machines when the polls are formally opened.   
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Source: Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-429. 

Electronic voting systems 

On the day of the election, the voting precinct election officers should arrive at the polls not less 

than thirty (30) minutes before the opening of the polls.  The election officers should set up the 

voting booths, examine the voting devices to ensure that they have the correct ballots, forms and 

other supplies and post the sample ballots and instructions to voters.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-477, 23-15-517. 

Prior to opening the polls, the bailiff must ensure that: 

 All qualified electors have unobstructed access to the polls  

 An open space of thirty (30) feel in every direction from the polls or the room in which the 

election is held is kept clear of all persons, except certain election officials and observers 

 The electors approach the polls from one direction, line, door or passage and depart in another 

as nearly opposite as convenient; 

Source: Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-241, 23-15-245. 

Requirements for Polling Place Setup 

The Board of Elections of each county must provide a sufficient number of voting compartments, 

shelves, and tables for the voters.  There must be at least one voting compartment per 200 electors 

in the voting precinct.  Each compartment shall be supplied and have posted up in it a card of 

instructions, and be furnished with other conveniences for marking the ballots.  The compartments 

must be screened or curtained so that that it is impossible for one voter to see another voter 

preparing his or her ballot.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-255. 

III.  INFORMATION POSTED A T POLLING LOCATIONS  

At every polling location, the following voting information must be posted:   

 A sample version of the ballot that will be used at election, 

 The date of the election and the hours during which the polling places will be open, 

 Instruction on how to vote, including how to cast a vote and how to case an affidavit ballot 

 Instructions for persons who have registered to vote by mail and first time voters, if appropriate, 
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 General information on voting rights, including information on the right of an individual to cast 

an affidavit ballot and instructions on how to contact the appropriate officials if these rights are 

alleged to have been violated, and 

 The consequences under federal and state laws regarding fraud and misrepresentation. 

Source: Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-255, 23-15-469. 

IV.  WHO MAY BE PRESENT A T THE P OLLING PLACE  

A.  Generally  

Only the voter, the officers of the election, those appointed by the officers to assist them, and each 

candidate or the candidate's representative may be present in the polling place.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-551, 23-15-577. 

B. Observers  

Each candidate has the right, either in person or by a representative to be named by him, to be 

present at the polling place, and the managers shall provide him or his representative with a suitable 

position from which he or his representative may be able to carefully inspect the manner in which 

the election is held. He or his representative shall be allowed to challenge the qualifications of any 

person offering to vote, and his challenge shall be considered and acted upon by the managers.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-577. 

Each political party may have two (2) poll watchers in each polling room who are responsible for 

detecting and challenging illegal voters during the election.  Each shall be allowed within thirty (30) 

feet of the area where the voting is taking place.   

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 25-15-245. 

 The Secretary of State shall develop a single, comprehensive poll worker training program to 

assist local election officials in providing uniform, secure elections throughout the state. The 

program shall include, at a minimum, training on all state and federal election laws and 

procedures.  

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 25-15-211 (as amended by 2008 Miss. S.B. 2910). 

 The poll watcher or manager may challenge the qualifications of a voter on the following 

grounds: 

ƺ That he is not a registered voter in the precinct; 
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ƺ That he is not the registered voter under whose name he has applied to vote; 

ƺ That he has already voted in the election; 

ƺ That he is not a resident in the precinct where he is registered; 

ƺ That he has illegally registered to vote; 

ƺ That he has removed his ballot from the polling place; or 

ƺ That he is otherwise disqualified by law. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 25-15-571. 

V. POLLING PLACES:  CON DUCT, RULES AND PROH IBITIONS ON 

INTIMIDATION AND DEC EPTION OF VOTERS  

A.  Conduct At or Around the Polling Place  

Unlawful and Deceptive Practices Regarding Intimidation of and Interference with Voters: 

 Any person who attempts to influence the voting process by offering a gift, reward, or promise 

thereof to an elector or election official attending any election shall, upon conviction, be 

imprisoned in the penitentiary for not more than two (2) years or in a county jail for not more 

than one (1) year, or be fined one thousand (1,000) dollars, or both.   If such an act does not 

constitute bribery, the person may be imprisoned in the county jail for not more than one (1) 

year or be fined not more than five hundred (500) dollars, or both. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §§ 97-13-1, 97-13-3. 

 Any person who procures, or tries to procure, the vote of any elector, or the influence of any 

person over other electors, at any election, by means of violence, threats of violence, or threats 

of withdrawing business or trade, or of enforcing the payment of a debt, or of bringing a suit or 

criminal prosecution, or by any other threat or injury, shall, upon conviction, be imprisoned for 

not more than one (1) year or be fined not more than one thousand (1,000) dollars, or both. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 97-13-37. 

 Any person who prevents, or tries to prevent, by illegal force, or threats of force, any elector 

from giving his or her vote, shall, upon conviction, be imprisoned in the penitentiary for not 
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more than two (2) years, or in the county jail for not more than one (1) year, or be fined not 

more than five hundred (500) dollars, or both. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 97-13-39. 

 Any voter who allows his or her ballot to be seen by any person, or makes a false statement as 

to his or her inability to mark his or her ballot, or who places any identifying mark on his ballot 

so that it can afterwards be identified as the ballot voted by him or her, or any person who 

interferes or tries to interfere with any voter when inside the compartment or enclosed place, 

or when marking his or her ballot, or who shall try to induce any voter before voting to show 

how he or she will mark, or after voting how he or she has marked, his or her ballot, shall be 

fined not less than twenty five (25) dollars nor more than one hundred (100) dollars and be 

arrested. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-555. 

 Any election officer or any other person who assists, aids or influences any voter in preparing a 

ballot, or who attempts to do so, except as authorized by law, shall, upon conviction, be fined 

not less than ten (10) dollars nor more than two hundred (200) dollars. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 97-13-31. 

Other Unlawful Conduct at or around the Polling Place: 

 Any election commissioner, or any other officer or person acting as such, or performing 

election duty, who willfully refuses or knowingly fails to perform any duty required of him of her 

by the election laws, or who violates any of the provisions thereof, shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, be fined not less than twenty five (25) dollars nor more 

than one hundred (100) dollars, or be imprisoned in the county jail for not less than ten (10) 

days nor more than ninety (90) days, or both.  

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-269. 

 Any person who knowingly procures his or her or any other personõs registration as a qualified 
elector when the person whose registration is being procured is not entitled to be registered, 

or when the person whose registration is being procured is being registered under a false name, 

or when the person whose registration is being procured is being registered as a qualified 

elector in any voting precinct other than that in which he or she resides, shall be guilty of a 

felony and, upon conviction, be fined not more than five thousand (5,000) dollars or imprisoned 

for not more than five (5) years, or both.  The same penalty shall apply to anyone who is 

disqualified for any cause and who re-registers before such disqualification is removed, and it 

shall also apply to everyone who in any way aids in such false registration.  

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-17. 
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 Any person who votes at any election in which he or she is not legally qualified to vote, or who 

votes in more than one county, or at more than one place in any county or in any city, town, or 

village entitled to separate representation, or who votes out of the district of his or her legal 

domicile, or who votes or attempts to vote in the primary election of one party when he has 

voted on the same date in the primary election of another party, shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, shall be fined not more than two hundred (200) dollars, or 

be imprisoned for not more than six (6) months, or both. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 97-13-35. 

 If any person takes or removes any ballot from a voting place before the close of the polls, he or 

she shall, upon conviction, be fined not more than one hundred and fifty (150) dollars, or be 

imprisoned for not less than ten (10) days and not more than ninety (90) days, or both. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 97-13-13. 

 If any person unlawfully disturbs any election for any public office, such person shall be liable to 

indictment, and, upon conviction, may be fined not more than five hundred (500) dollars, or be 

imprisoned for not more than six (6) months, or both. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 97-13-21. 

Restrictions Regarding the Area Around the Polling Place: 

 Any candidate for an elective office, or any representative of such candidate, or any proponent 

or opponent of any constitutional amendment, local issue or other measure printed on the 

ballot may not post or distribute cards, posters or other campaign literature within one hundred 

fifty (150) feet of any entrance of the building in which any election is being held.  Any candidate 

or a representative named by him in writing may not appear at any polling place while armed or 

uniformed, nor shall he display any badge or credentials except as may be issued by the manager 

of the polling place.  

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-895. 
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ABSENTEE VOTING GENE RALLY  

Absentee voting provides a means for qualified voters to vote if they are unable to go to the polls 

on election day. 

I. VOTING B Y ABSENTEE BALLOT  

Generally, any registered and qualified voter who is unable to vote in his or her precinct on Election 

Day may vote an absentee ballot.  The Mississippi election law provides that the following persons 

may vote by absentee ballot in Mississippi elections:   

(a) Any elector who is a bona fide student, teacher or administrator at any college, university, 

junior college, high, junior high, or elementary grade school whose studies or employment 

necessitates his or her absence from the county of his or her voting residence on the date of 

any primary, general or special election, or the spouse and dependents of said student, teacher 

or administrator if such spouse or dependent(s) live outside of the county of his or her voting 

residence, with such student, teacher or administrator;  

(b) Any elector who is required to be away from his or her place of residence on any election day 

due to employment with the Mississippi congressional delegation and the spouse and 

dependents of such person if he or she will be residing with such absentee voter away from the 

county of the spouseõs voting residence;  

(c) Any qualified elector who is away from his or her county of residence on Election Day for any 

reason;  

(d) Any person who has a temporary or permanent physical disability and who, because of such 

disability, is unable to vote in person without substantial hardship, or whose attendance at the 

voting place could reasonably cause danger to himself/herself or others;  

(e) The parent, spouse or dependent of a person with a temporary or permanent physical disability 

who is hospitalized outside of his or her county of residence or more than 50 miles distant from 

his or her residence, if the parent, spouse or dependent will be with such person on Election 

Day;  

(f) Any voter who is 65 years of age or older;  

(g) Any member of the Mississippi congressional delegation absent from Mississippi on Election Day, 

and the spouse and dependents of such member of the congressional delegation;  

(h) Any qualified elector who will be unable to vote in person because he or she is required to be 

at work on Election Day during the times at which the polls will be open;  

(i) Any member of the Armed Forces and their family members;  

(j) Any member of the Merchant Marine or the American Red Cross and serving outside the 

United States, or such personõs spouse or dependents;  

(k) Any a disabled war veteran who is a patient in any hospital and such personõs family members;  



    

October 2, 2008 
43 

(l) Any citizen of Mississippi temporarily residing outside the territorial limits of the United States 

and the District of Columbia; or  

(m) Any citizen of Mississippi who is enrolled as a student at a United States Military Academy.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-627, 23-15-673, 23-15-713. 

II.  REQUESTING AN ABSENT EE BALLOT  

A.  Deadlines for REQUESTING an absentee ballot  

Not more than forty-five (45) days nor later than noon on the Saturday immediately preceding 

elections held on Tuesday, the Thursday immediately preceding elections held on Saturday, or the 

second day immediately preceding the date of elections held on other days, any elector desiring an 

absentee ballot must appear in person before the registrar of the county in which he resides, or for 

municipal elections he must appear in person before the city clerk of the municipality in which he 

resides, and must file an application to vote by absentee ballot.   If in writing, a request for an 

absentee ballot must be made to the county registrar within forty-five (45) days of the next election.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-715. 

The registrar is authorized to accept requests for absentee ballots by telephone. When a telephone 

request is made that an absentee ballot application be mailed by the registrar to an elector, the 

registrar will ascertain the name and complete address of the person making the telephone request 

and shall print upon the absentee ballot application the name and complete address of the requestor 

and the relation of such person to the voter if requested by a person other than the voter and the 

date such request was made.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-657. 

A person who is permanently physically disabled is entitled to receive absentee ballots for every 

election without having to reapply if the application is accompanied by a signed sworn statement of a 

licensed, practicing medical doctor or nurse practitioner stating that the person is permanently 

physically disabled such that it is difficult for him to vote in person.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-629. 

Only the elector or a parent, child, spouse, sibling, legal guardian, or one empowered with a power 

of attorney for that elector can orally request an absentee ballot for the elector.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-627. 
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B. Information necessary to obtain an absentee ballot  

To vote absentee, the voter must complete a written application and submit it in the county in 

which the voter resides, either in person or by mail.  The application must be substantially in the 

form exhibited in Appendix A. 

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-627. 

C. Delivery of absentee ballots to voters who have requested to vote absentee  

Once the registrar determines that the application is complete, it must deliver to the voter the 

necessary absentee ballot(s).  The registrar will only deliver the ballots and an unsealed envelope to 

the applicant by mail or to the applicant in the registrarõs office.  There is no set due date or time 

frame for processing the application. 

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-719.   

III.  RETURNING AND CASTIN G AN ABSENTEE BALLOT  

A.  Deadlines for RETURNING a completed absentee ballot  

Voters may vote in person at the Office of the Registrar until 12:00 p.m. on the Saturday 

immediately preceding elections held on Tuesday, the Thursday immediately preceding elections 

held on Saturday, or the second day immediately preceding the date of elections held on other days.  

All mailed absentee ballots must be received by the registrar by 5:00 p.m. on the day preceding the 

election.  The registrar will deposit all absentee ballots which have been timely cast in the ballot 

boxes upon receipt.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-631(1)(c), 23-15-637.   

Presidential absentee ballots must be received by the registrar prior to the time for the closing of 

the polls on election day. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-731, 23-15-733. 

Contact information for each county voting registrarõs office and the circuit clerks is provided in 

Appendix B and Appendix F, respectively.   

B. Casting the absentee ballot  

All voters must complete the envelope and ballot and return it to the registrar by the relevant 

deadline. 
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Absentee ballots must be completed in front of an attesting witness.  The voter and attesting 

witness must sign over the flap of the envelope.  The registrar must be the attesting witness if the 

absentee ballot will be completed in the county of residence unless the elector is temporarily or 

permanently physically disabled or over sixty-five (65) years of age.  Any elector using the registrar 

as the attesting witness has to go to the registrarõs office.  Otherwise, the elector may use any 

notary public, United States postmaster, assistant United States postmaster, United States postal 

supervisor, clerk in charge of a contract postal station, or any officer having authority to administer 

an oath or take an acknowledgment as an attesting witness.  In the case of an absent elector who is 

temporarily or permanently physically disabled, the attesting witness may be any person eighteen (18) 

years of age or older and such person is not required to have the authority to administer an oath.   

After marking the ballot, the voter is required to fill out and sign the Electorõs Certificate, while the 

attesting witness is required to fill out and sign the Certificate of Attesting Witness.  For a form of 

each certificate, please refer to Appendix E. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-631, 23-15-635, 23-15-719. 

Any affidavits made by an absent elector who is in the Armed Forces may be executed before a 

commissioned officer, warrant officer, or noncommissioned officer not lower in grade than sergeant 

rating or any person authorized to administer oaths.   

C. A ballot and identification envelope with all of the required information received 

after the applicable cutoff period will not be counted.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-647. 

IV.  PHYSICAL ASSISTANCE WITH ABSENTEE VOTING  

Any voter who requires assistance to vote by reason of blindness, temporary or permanent physical 

disability or inability to read or write, is entitled to receive assistance in the marking of his absentee 

ballot and in completing the affidavit on the absentee ballot envelope.  The voter may be given 

assistance by anyone of the voterõs choice other than a candidate whose name appears on the 

absentee ballot being marked or the voterõs employer, or agent of that employer.  To ensure the 

integrity of the ballot, any person who provides assistance to an absentee voter is required to sign 

and complete the Certificate of Person Providing Voter Assistance on the absentee ballot envelope.   

For a form of this certificate please refer to Appendix H. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-631(f), 23-15-635. 
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ABSENTEE VOTING FOR OVERSEAS AND MILITAR Y VOTERS  

I. VOTING ABSENTEE AS A N ARMED SERVICE MEMB ER OR OVERSEAS VOTER  

The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act generally covers U.S. citizens (voters in 

the military and overseas voters) who are absent from their place of residence, provided those 

citizens are otherwise eligible to vote.  The Mississippi election law provides that any qualified voter 

serving in the armed forces of the United States, or the spouse or dependent of the person serving, 

or any qualified voter residing overseas may vote via absentee ballot.   In particular, this includes the 

following persons: 

(a) Any enlisted or commissioned members, male or female, of the United States Army, the United 

States Navy, the United States Air Force, the United States Marines, or any of the respective 

components or various divisions thereof; or any persons in any division of the armed services of 

the United States, who are citizens of Mississippi; 

(b) Any member of the Merchant Marine and the American Red Cross who is a citizen of 

Mississippi; 

(c) Any disabled war veteran who is a patient in any hospital and who is a citizen of Mississippi; 

(d) Any civilian attached to and serving outside of the United States with any branch of the Armed 

Forces or with the Merchant Marine or American Red Cross, and who is a citizen of Mississippi; 

(e) Any citizen of Mississippi temporarily residing outside the territorial limits of the United States 

and the District of Columbia; 

(f) Any citizen of Mississippi enrolled as a student at a United States Military Academy. 

(g) The spouse and dependents of any absent voter as set out in paragraphs (a), (b), (c) and (d) are 

also included in the meaning of absent voter and may vote an absentee ballot if also absent from 

the county of their residence on the date of the election and otherwise qualified to vote in 

Mississippi.  

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-673. 

II.  REQUESTING ABSENTEE BALLOT FOR ARMED SER VICES OR OVERSEAS 

VOTERS 

A.  Deadline for REQUE STING an absentee ballot  

To apply for an absentee ballot, the same deadlines apply as for absentee voters generally ð Please 

refer to Section V (Absentee Voting Generally). 
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B. Deadlines for RETURNING an absentee ballot from outside the U.S.  

To return an absentee ballot, the same deadlines apply as for absentee voters generally ð Please 

refer to Section V (Absentee Voting Generally). 

C. Obtaining and casting your absentee ballot from out of the country and/or in the 

armed services  

Applying for an absentee ballot from out of the country and/or in the armed services: 

All absent voters  as defined in Section I above may use a duly executed federal postcard application 

(FPCA) to request a ballot or to register to vote, or to do both simultaneously.   The FPCA may be 

downloaded at http://www.fvap.gov/pubs/onlinefpca.pdf.  Mississippi armed services and overseas 

voters may also use the Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot in general, special, primary and run-off 

elections for local, state and federal offices. 

Source: Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-677, 23-15-692. 

Ballot procedures: 

 The registrar keeps all applications for absentee ballots and, within twenty-four (24) hours, if 

possible, sends to the absent voter on whose behalf the application is made, the proper affidavit 

and the proper ballot or ballots applicable to the elections. 

 One (1) application for an absentee ballot serves as a request by the applicant for an absentee 

ballot for: 

o The next two (2) federal general elections, including all primary elections associated with the 

elections; 

(b) All state and county primary and general elections that occur after the receipt of the application 

by the registrar through the date of the second federal general election that occurs after the 

receipt of the application by the registrar. 

 The registrar preserves all applications for absentee ballots for one (1) year as a record to be 

furnished to any court or other duly constituted authority for inspection or evidence if properly 

requested. 

 If the registrar rejects an application for an absentee ballot or denies a request to register to 

vote from a uniformed services applicant or an overseas voter, it is required to provide the 

person with the reasons for the rejection.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-687. 

 If an absent voter applies to the registrar of the county of which he is a citizen and resident 

within forty-five (45) days next prior to any election, such person will be sent an absentee voter 

ballot. The registrar will send to such absent voter a proper absentee voter ballot containing the 
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names of all candidates who qualify or the proposition to be voted upon in such elections, as 

well as an official envelope containing upon it in printed form the required recitals and data.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-685. 

 All official absentee ballots will be sent out and returned in envelopes on which are printed 

across the face two (2) parallel horizontal bars, each one-fourth (1/4) of an inch wide, extending 

from one side of the envelope to the other side, with an intervening space of one-fourth (1/4) of 

an inch, the top bar to be one and one-fourth (1-1/4) inches from the top of the envelope, and 

with the words "OFFICIAL ELECTION BALLOTING MATERIAL-VIA AIR MAIL" between the 

bars. In the upper right corner of each such envelope there shall be printed in a box the words 

"FREE OF U.S. POSTAGE, INCLUDING AIR MAIL." All printing on the face of such envelopes 

shall be in black, and there shall be printed in black in the upper left corner of all such ballot 

envelopes an appropriate inscription for the return address of the sender.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-681. 

 As soon as possible after the printing of the official absentee ballot for any election, the registrar 

of the county will send to any absent voter, who has properly applied, the official absentee voter 

ballot(s), the instructions for voting and returning the ballot, and a self-addressed envelope(s).  

The gummed flap of the envelope provided for the return of the ballot must be separated by 

wax paper or other appropriate protective insert from the remaining balloting material. The 

voting instructions require a notation of the facts on the back of the envelope duly signed by the 

voter and witnessing officer in instances of adhesion of the balloting material.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-691. 

 The absent voter, upon receipt of the absentee ballot, is required to go before a commissioned 

officer of the armed services, or before some other constituted authority or officer authorized 

to administer oaths, and present his absentee ballot, before voting it, to said officer for 

inspection and must then vote, without disclosing his vote to the officer or to any other person, 

and seal the ballot in the official envelope and fill out and sign with his proper signature the 

printed form of oath as shown on the envelope, and the officer administering the oath will then 

sign and execute same in proper form as shown on the official envelope. The oath which will be 

printed on said official envelope and which will be taken before said officer is included in 

Appendix G.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-693. 

 The persons authorized to administer and attest oaths are: 

o Any commissioned officer or noncommissioned officer (NCO) or petty officer in the active 

service of the Armed Forces; 

(c) Any member of the Merchant Marine of the United States designated for this purpose by the 

Secretary of Commerce; 
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(d) The head of any department or agency of the United States; 

(e) Any civilian official empowered by state or federal law to administer oaths; or 

(f) Any civilian employee designated by the head of any department or agency of the United States. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-695. 

 When the absentee ballot has been voted and the envelope sealed, signed and certified to as 

provided above, the absentee voter has to mail the envelope containing the ballot to the 

registrar.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-697. 

 The registrar is authorized to use electronic facsimile (FAX) devices to transmit absentee ballots 

and receive voted absentee ballots, and to receive completed federal postcard applications, 

which serve to request absentee ballots or to register to vote or to do both simultaneously.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-699. 

 The Secretary of State may exercise emergency powers concerning absentee voting and 

registration of military personnel over any election during an armed conflict or other military 

contingencies involving the United States Armed Forces or the mobilization of those forces, 

including state national guard or reserve components. The Secretary of State is required to 

adopt rules describing the emergency powers and the situations in which the powers will be 

exercised. Please refer to Appendix H. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-701. 
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VOTING AND ELECTION DAY INFORMATION  

I. GENERAL INFORMATION  

A.  Voters In Line When The Polls Close  

If a voter is waiting in line at 7:00 p.m. (poll closing time), he must be allowed to vote, regardless of 

how long it takes until the voter reaches the voting booth.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-541. 

B. Casting a Ballot  

After a manager confirms that a voter is properly registered and qualified to vote, the manager will 

have the voter sign his name in a receipt book or on a voter list.  The manager then permits the 

voter to enter the booth or compartment to cast his vote, allowing only one elector at a time to 

pass through to vote.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-541, 23-15-435. 

In voting precincts using voting machines, the election officers shall, with the aid of diagrams and a 

mechanically operated model, instruct each voter before he enters the voting machine booth on the 

operation of the machine.  Each voter shall have the opportunity to personally operate the model.  

The voter, after entering the voting machine, may ask for further instructions concerning the 

manner of voting, and two (2) election officers may, if necessary, enter the booth and give him such 

instructions.  After giving such instructions and before such voter registers his vote, the officers or 

person assisting him must leave the booth and such voter will then register his vote in secret. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-437.  

In voting precincts using paper ballots, the voter shall, upon receiving the ballot, go into one of the 

voting compartments, and shall there prepare his ballot by marking with ink or indelible pencil on 

the appropriate margin or place a cross (X) opposite the name of the candidate of his choice for 

each office to be filled or by filling in the name of the candidate substituted in the blank space 

provided, and marking a cross (X) opposite thereto, and likewise a cross (X) opposite the answer 

he desires to give in case of an election on a constitutional amendment or any other question or 

matter.  As an alternative method, a voter may, at his option, prepare his ballot by marking with ink 

or indelible pencil in the appropriate margin or place a check, in the form of and similar to a "V", 

opposite the name of the candidate of his choice for each office to be filled, or by filling in the name 

of the candidate substituted in the blank space provided, and marking a check, in the form of and 

similar to a "V", opposite thereto, and likewise a check, in the form of and similar to a "V", opposite 

the answer he desires to give in case of an election on a constitutional amendment or other 

question or matter.  Before leaving the voting compartment, the voter shall fold his ballot without 

displaying the markings, but so that the words "OFFICIAL BALLOT," followed by the designation of 

the voting precinct and the date of the election, shall be visible to the officers of the election. He 

shall then cast his ballot by handing the same to one (1) of the managers of the election for deposit 
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in the ballot box; this he shall do without undue delay, and as soon as he has voted he shall quit the 

inclosed place at once.  

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-551. 

A voter, while casting his ballot, may not occupy a booth or compartment that is already occupied.  

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-551.  

If there are no voters waiting, a voter may not take more than ten (10) minutes in the voting 

machine booth. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-435, 23-15-551. 

If another voter is waiting, a voter may not take more than five (5) minutes in the voting machine 

booth. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-435, 23-15-551. 

C. After Casting a Ballot:  Time At the Polling Place  

After casting his vote, the elector must immediately leave the polling place.  If the voter refuses to 

leave after the lapse of time stated above, he will be removed by the election officers.  No voter, 

after having entered and emerged from the voting machine booth, will be permitted to re-enter the 

same on any pretext whatever.    

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-435. 

D. Identification Required at the Polling Place  

No identification is required to vote if a person is otherwise qualified to vote.    

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-541. 

When any person entitled to vote shall appear to vote, he shall first sign his name in a receipt book 

or booklet provided for that purpose and to be used at that election only and said receipt book or 

booklet shall be used in lieu of the list of voters who have voted formerly made by the managers or 

clerks; whereupon and not before, the initialing manager or, in his absence, the alternate initialing 

manager shall indorse his initials on the back of an official blank ballot, prepared in accordance with 

law, and at such place on the back of the ballot that the initials may be seen after the ballot has been 

marked and folded, and when so indorsed he shall deliver it to the voter, which ballot the voter shall 

mark in the manner provided by law, which when done the voter shall deliver the same to the 

initialing manager or, in his absence, to the alternate initialing manager, in the presence of the others, 

and the manager shall see that the ballot so delivered bears on the back thereof the genuine initials 

of the initialing manager, or alternate initialing manager, and if so, but not otherwise, the ballot shall 
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be put into the ballot box; and when so done one (1) of the managers or a duly appointed clerk shall 

make the proper entry on the pollbook. If the voter is unable to write his name on the receipt book, 

a manager or clerk shall note on the back of the ballot that it was receipted for by his assistance.  

Source: Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-541. 

E. Who May be Present  

Only the officers of the election, and those appointed by them to assist therein, and a candidate or 

the candidateõs representative (authorized by Ä 23-15-577) may be present in the room containing 

the ballot boxes, compartments, tables and shelves.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-551. 

F. Number of Voting Booths  

There must be at least one voting compartment per 200 electors in the voting precinct.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-255. 

II.  ASSISTANCE TO VOTERS  AT THE POLLING PLACE  

A.  Assistance in the Voting Booth Generally  

A voter may request assistance with voting equipment at the polling place. 

 A voter who requires assistance to vote by reason of blindness, disability, or inability to read or 

write may request any person of the electorõs own choice, other than the electorõs employer, an 

agent of the employer, or an officer or agent of his union, to assist the elector in casting his vote.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-549; Op. Attõy Gen., 1991 WL 578125, Townsend (Nov. 14, 1991); 42 

U.S.C. § 1973aa-6. 

ƺ The voter must make a request for the assistance and state one of the above reasons. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-549. 

ƺ Aid in marking a ballot may only be given to a voter that is unable to mark his ballot because 

he is blind, disabled or illiterate.  An election manager must be satisfied that the voter 

requesting assistance is either blind, physically disabled or illiterate and needs assistance in 

marking his ballot.   
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Source:  O'Neal v. Simpson, 250 So. 2d 998, 1009 (Miss. 1977), cert. denied, 98 S. Ct. 1510, 435 U.S. 

934, 55 L. Ed. 2d 532.   

B. Assistance When Voters Mistakenly Mark a Ballot  

In voting precincts using voting machines, the precinct must provide two (2) sample ballots or 

instruction ballots, which resemble official ballots.  The sample ballots must be open to the 

inspection of all voters on Election Day.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-411. 

If the voter makes a mistake or otherwise spoils his ballot, he may obtain others, one (1) at time, 

not exceeding three (3) in all, upon returning each spoiled ballot.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-553.  

In voting precincts using voting machines, officials in charge of the election shall designate suitable 

and adequate times and places where voting machines shall be exhibited to give instructions to 

voters as to how to use the voting machines.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-419. 

C. Assistance for Voters with Disabilities  

Polling Place Accessibility 

Curbside voting is available to any voter with a physical disability who travels to his polling place, in 

the sound discretion of the poll managers of an election.  If a poll manager determines that curbside 

voting is appropriate, two (2) or managers shall determine whether the disabled person is qualified 

to vote, and if so, shall allow the disabled voter to cast his vote in secret.   After the disabled person 

casts his ballot, the managers shall mark the pollbook "voted" by the elector's name in the pollbook.   

Source: Miss. 2008 Session Laws, 2008 Reg. Sess., ch. 528, S.B. 2910, § 8 (2008), to be codified at Miss. 

Code Ann. § 23-15-541(2)(a)1; Op. Att'y Gen., 1999 Miss. AG LEXIS 454, Moore (June 19, 1991). 

                                                 
1  According to sections 14 and 15 of Senate Bill 2910,  

The Attorney General of the State of Mississippi shall submit Sections 2 through 13 of this 

act, immediately upon approval by the Governor, or upon approval by the Legislature 

subsequent to veto, to the Attorney General of the United States or to the United States 

District Court for the District of Columbia in accordance with the provisions of the Voting 

Rights Act of 1965, as amended and extended.  Sections 2 through 13 of this act shall take 

effect and be in force from and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting 

Rights Act of 1965, as amended and extended. 

(cont'd) 
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If the ballot provided to the disabled voter is a paper ballot, the initialing manager shall initial the 

ballot, and the disabled voter, after marking his ballot shall fold the ballot or place it in the ballot 

sleeve.  The initialing manager or alternate initialing manager shall determine whether the initials on 

the ballot are genuine, and upon a determination that the initials are genuine, mark "voted" by the 

voter's name.  The initialing manager shall without delay place the ballot in the ballot box.  

Source: Miss. 2008 Session Laws, 2008 Reg. Sess., ch. 528, S.B. 2910, § 8 (2008), to be codified at Miss. 

Code Ann. § 23-15-541(2)(b).  

If, while a voter is voting by curbside, there are fewer than three (3) managers immediately present 

within the polling place conducting an election or a political party primary, all voting at the polls shall 

stop until the managers conducting the curbside voting procedure return so that there are at least 

three (3) poll managers immediately present within the polling place to conduct the election or 

party primary at all times, and until a minimum of three (3) managers are present, the remaining poll 

manager or managers shall ensure the security of the ballot box, the voting devices, and any ballots 

and election materials.  

Source: Miss. 2008 Session Laws, 2008 Reg. Sess., ch. 528, S.B. 2910, § 8 (2008), to be codified at Miss. 

Code Ann. §§ 23-15-541(2)(c),(3). 

Voting Machine Accessibility 

Voters with disabilities must also have access to at least one voting machine that is accessible for 

individuals with disabilities, including the blind and visually impaired, in a manner that provides the 

same opportunity for access and participation (including privacy or independence) as is provided to 

other voters.   

________________________ 

(cont'd from previous page) 
 Miss. 2008 Session Laws, 2008 Reg. Sess., ch. 528, S.B. 2910, §§ 14-15 (2008).  Accordingly, to be effective, 

section 8 must be effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965.   Section 5 of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, in turn, requires a state to  

institute an action in the United States District Court for the District of Columbia for a 

declaratory judgment that such qualification, prerequisite, standard, practice or procedure 

neither has the purpose nor will have the effect of denying or abridging the right to vote on 

account of race or color, or in contravention of the guarantees set forth in section 

1973b(f)(2) of this title, and unless and until the court enters such judgment, no person shall 

be denied the right to vote for failure to comply with such qualification, prerequisite, 

standard, practice, or procedure: Provided, That such qualification, prerequisite, standard, 

practice or procedure, may be enforced without such proceeding if the qualification, 

prerequisite, standard, practice, or procedure has been submitted by the chief legal officer 

or other appropriate officer of such State or subdivision to the Attorney General and the 

Attorney General has not interposed an objection within sixty days after such submission, 
or . . . the Attorney General has affirmatively indicated that such objection will not be made.   

42 U.S.C. § 1973c.  As of July 21, 2008, Section 8 of Senate Bill 2910 had not been effectuated under Section 5 of 

the Voting Rights Act and therefore, was not effective.   It is possible, though not certain, that by Election Day, 

Section 8 of Senate Bill 2910 will be effective.   
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Source:  Help America Vote Act, 42 U.S.C. § 15481(a)(3). 

D. Assistance in Languages Other than English  

Accommodations that must be made for non-English speakers or persons unable to read 

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 requires nine (9) counties in Mississippi to provide all materials 

related to elections, including ballots, in English and other languages.  The following is a list of 

counties covered by the language minority provisions of the Voting Rights Act, as well as which 

languages are covered:
 

    

 Attala County American Indian (Choctaw)  

 Jackson County American Indian (Choctaw) 

 Jones County American Indian (Choctaw)  

 Kemper County American Indian (Choctaw)  

 Leake County American Indian (Choctaw)  

 Neshoba County American Indian (Choctaw)  

 Newton County American Indian (Choctaw)  

 Scott County American Indian (Choctaw)  

 Winston County American Indian (Choctaw) 

Source: 42 U.S.C. § 1973aa-1a; 67 Fed. Reg. 48,871 (2002). 

III.  INFORMATION REGARDIN G VOTERS WHO HAVE MO VED 

A.  Moving Within the Same County  

Any voter who moves from one election precinct to another election precinct in the same county 

prior to an election must make a written request for a registration transfer at least thirty (30) days 

before the election.  If the voter did not request the registration transfer more than thirty (30) days 

before the election or if the move occurs within thirty (30) days of the election, the elector will be 

permitted to vote by affidavit ballot in the new election precinct upon signing an affidavit which (i) 

confirms all required addresses and telephone numbers; (ii) is signed by one of the election 

managers; and (iii) states that the voter believes he is registered to vote in the jurisdiction in which 

he offers to vote.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-13, 23-15-573(1)-(2); Rush v. Ivy, 853 So. 2d 1226, 1233-34 (Miss. 

2003). 
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A voter who moves within the limits of a municipality, within the same county, may transfer 

registration by filing a change of address form with the county registrar.   Then, the country 

registrar may provide necessary information to the municipal registrar who may then approve or 

disapprove the registration in accordance with section 23-15-41.  Alternatively, a voter may transfer 

registration by completing and filing a new registration form with either the county registrar or the 

municipal registrar.   

Source:  Op. Attõy Gen., No. 2001-0026, Bowman (January 26, 2001).  

An affidavit ballot cast by one who is a registered voter of the county and subsequently moves into 

the corporate limits of a municipality within that county, but fails to file a change of address or a 

new registration application, would have to be rejected in accordance with sections 23-15-573 and 

23-15-11 of the Mississippi Election Code.   

Source:  Op. Attõy Gen., No. 2001-0026, Bowman (January 26, 2001); Op. Attõy Gen., No. 221-0366, 

Youngman (June 21, 2001). 

It is the duty and responsibility of registrar, upon request of individual voter, to make necessary 

changes on all appropriate registration records and enter appropriate data into computer to reflect 

any change in voter's precinct necessitated by change in that voter's residence.  However, the task 

of making changes on pollbooks and registration books is a ministerial task that should be 

performed by the election commission in their purging activities if the registrar fails to act.    

Source: Op. Attõy Gen., 1990 WL 547749, Horton (March 21, 1990). 

Furthermore, if a qualified elector of a county moves within the county less than thirty (30) days 

before an election, the elector is not disqualified and would be entitled to vote in the precinct of the 

electorõs residence by affidavit ballot if the electorõs name does not appear on the pollbook of the 

electorõs precinct.  Assuming such affidavit is properly executed and all required information is given 

in the affidavit and the prescribed forms, the ballot would be a lawful one and would be counted.  

Source:  Op. Attõy Gen., No. 2003-0497, Sautermeister (Sept. 26, 2003). 

All of the affidavit ballots are maintained in a separate register and the voter shall sign the register 

upon completing the affidavit ballot.  In canvassing the returns of the election, the executive 

committee in primary elections, or the election commissioners, in a general election, will examine 

the records and allow the ballot to be counted, or not counted, as it appears to be legal.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-573(3).  Any qualified voter whose name does not appear in the 

pollbooks may vote by affidavit.  See the section below entitled  òProvisional Votingó for additional 

details about voting by affidavit. 

B. Moving Between Counties  

A voter who moves from an election precinct in one county to an election precinct in another 

county must register in the new county of residence in order to be permitted to vote.  
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C. Miscellaneous 

The Secretary of State shall establish a uniform affidavit and affidavit ballot envelope which shall be 

used in all elections in Mississippi.  The Secretary of State shall print and distribute a sufficient 

number of affidavits and affidavit ballot envelopes to the registrar of each county for use in elections. 

The registrar shall distribute the affidavits and affidavit ballot envelopes to municipal and county 

executive committees for use in primary elections and to municipal and county election 

commissioners for use in other elections.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-573(5).  

IV.  PROVISIONAL VOTING/V OTING BY AFFIDAVIT  

A.  Voting by provisional ballot  

Provisional ballots must be available to any person who declares  

 that he is a registered voter in the jurisdiction and is eligible to vote in an election, but whose 

name does not appear In the pollbooks; or  

 to a person who is not able to cast a regular election day ballot under a provision of state or 

federal law but is otherwise qualified to vote; or  

 that he has been illegally denied registration.  

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-573(1). 

Any person who votes in any election as a result of a federal or state court order or other order 

extending the time established by law for closing the polls, may only vote by provisional ballot.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-573(7). 

B. Procedures for Casting a Provisional Ballot  

The procedure for provisional voting is as follows:  

 A poll manager shall notify the person that he may cast an provisional ballot at the election. 

 The person shall be permitted to cast a provisional ballot at the polling place upon execution of 

a written affidavit before one (1) of the managers of election stating that the individual: 

ƺ Believes he is a registered voter in the jurisdiction in which he desires to vote and is eligible 

to vote in the election; or 

ƺ Is not able to cast a regular election day ballot under a provision of state or federal law but 

is otherwise qualified to vote; or 
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ƺ Believes that he has been illegally denied registration. 

 The manager shall allow the individual to prepare his vote which shall be delivered by him to the 

proper election official who shall enclose it in an envelope with the written affidavit of the voter, 

seal the envelope and mark plainly upon it the name of the person offering to vote.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-573(1). 

The affidavit must include: 

 the voter's complete name, all required addresses and telephone numbers; 

 a statement that the voter believes he is registered to vote in the jurisdiction in which he offers 

to vote; 

 the voter's signature; and  

 the signature of a poll manager at the precinct at which the voter offers to vote.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-573(2).  

A separate register shall be maintained for provisional ballots and the provisional voter shall sign the 

register upon completing the provisional ballot.  

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-573(3)(a). 

Provisional votes cast pursuant to § 23-15-573(7), as a result of a federal or state court order or 

other order extending the time established by law for closing the polls, must be separated and kept 

apart from other provisional ballots cast by voters not affected by such order.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-573(7). 

County registrars and municipal registrars shall implement a secure free access system by which 

persons who vote by provisional ballot may determine if their ballots were counted, and if not, the 

reasons that ballot was rejected.  The system must comply with the Help America Vote Act of 2002.   

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-573(6); Consent Decree, Order and Judgment at ¶ 6, United States v. 

Bolivar County, No. 2:08cv33-B-A (N.D. Miss. Feb. 27, 2008). 

To this end, when a person votes by provisional ballot, he shall receive written information that 

informs him how to ascertain whether his provisional ballot was counted and, if the provisional 

ballot was not counted, the reasons for rejection.    

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-573(4); Consent Decree, Order and Judgment at ¶ 6, United States v. 

Bolivar County, No. 2:08cv33-B-A (N.D. Miss. Feb. 27, 2008).    
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If the provisional ballot is for a federal election, such information must include a phone number that 

voters can call, at no cost to the voters, i.e. a toll-free number, to determine if their provisional 

ballots were counted.    

Source:  Consent Decree, Order and Judgment at ¶ 7, United States v. Bolivar County, No. 2:08cv33-B-

A (N.D. Miss. Feb. 27, 2008).  

With respect to federal elections, county and municipal registrars, the Circuit Clerk, election 

commissions and/or election commissioners must ensure that poll workers: 

 Instruct all voters who receive a provisional ballot of any relevant requirements of state law, 

including any requirement that provisional ballots cast in a precinct other than where the voter 

resides will not be counted; 

 Determine, by any means possible, including contacting the office of the Circuit Clerk, or 

consulting maps of voting precincts, whether a voter whose name is not on the precinct's voter 

registration list is in the appropriate precinct under state law, and if not, to direct that voter to 

the appropriate precinct;  

 Instruct provisional voters to fill out the provisional ballot envelope completely, providing or 

allowing all necessary information and assistance;  

 Review the provisional ballot envelope to ensure the ballot envelope is completely and properly 

filled out; 

 Mark plainly upon the ballot envelope the name of the person offering to vote; and  

 In elections that are administered by party officials, work with the party officials to ensure that 

poll workers are properly trained on all of these requirements.   

Source:  Consent Decree, Order and Judgment at ¶ 5, United States v. Bolivar County, No. 2:08cv33-B-

A (N.D. Miss. Feb. 27, 2008).  

Processing Provisional Ballots  

In canvassing the returns of the election, the executive committee in primary elections, or the 

election commissioners in other elections, shall examine the records and allow the ballot to be 

counted, or not counted as it appears legal.    

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-573(3)(b); Consent Decree, Order and Judgment at ¶¶ 8-9, United 

States v. Bolivar County, No. 2:08cv33-B-A (N.D. Miss. Feb. 27, 2008).    

With respect to federal elections, county and municipal registrars, the Circuit Clerk, election 

commissions and/or election commissioners, and those acting with them, must 

 During the canvass of provisional ballots, create a list of every voter who casts a provisional 

ballot.  Such list shall indicate whether each provisional ballot was counted, and if the ballot was 
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rejected, the reason for rejection and maintain the list in the Circuit Clerk's office, which can be 

used to answer provisional voters' questions regarding the disposition of their provisional ballot; 

 During the canvass of provisional ballots, promptly verify information contained on the 

provisional ballot envelope, by reference to hard copy registration records and any other 

relevant records and ensure that the verification and processing of provisional ballots shall be in 

an open forum, where the public is able to view the process; 

 Within 21 calendar days of an election for federal office, send a letter to each individual who 

casts a provisional ballot in the election, and inform each individual whether his provisional 

ballot was counted, and, if not, the reason the provisional ballot was rejected.    

If the provisional ballot was rejected because the voter was not registered in the county he voted in, 

either the county registrar, the municipal registrar, the Circuit Clerk, the election commission or 

the election commissioners, must send the voter a registration form and a return envelope. 

If a voter is not eligible to become a registered voter in the county in which he voted, either the 

county registrar, the municipal registrar, the Circuit Clerk, the election commission or the election 

commissioners must specify the reasons for ineligibility in the letter. 

 Verify and use all information submitted by provisional voters along with their provisional ballot 

envelopes to update voter records, where applicable.  If more information is necessary from the 

individual to complete the update, contact the voter to obtain that information.   

Source:  Consent Decree, Order and Judgment at ¶¶ 8-11, United States v. Bolivar County, No. 

2:08cv33-B-A (N.D. Miss. Feb. 27, 2008).   

C. Voters Permitted to Cast a Provisional Ballot  

Requesting a provisional ballot 

A poll manager must notify a person fitting within any of the following categories that he may cast an 

affidavit ballot at the election:   (i) a person who declares that he is a registered voter in the 

jurisdiction in which he offers to vote and that he is eligible to vote in the election but whose name 

do not appear upon the pollbooks; (ii) a person who declares that he is not able to cast a regular 

election day ballot under a provision of state or federal law but is otherwise qualified to vote; (iii) a 

person who declares that he has been illegally denied registration; or (iv) a person who votes in any 

election as a result of a federal or state court order or other order extending the time established 

by law for closing the polls.    

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-573(1)(a),(7). 

A poll manager must also instruct all voters who receive an affidavit ballot of any relevant 

requirements of state law, including any requirement that provisional ballots cast in a precinct other 

than where the voter resides (i.e., the voterõs òhome precinctó) will not be counted.  Poll workers 

must determine by any means possible whether a voter whose name is not on the precinctõs voter 

registration list is in the appropriate precinct under state law, and if not, to direct that voter to the 

appropriate precinct.    
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Source:  Consent Decree, Order and Judgment at ¶ 5, United States v. Bolivar County, No. 2:08cv33-B-

A (N.D. Miss. Feb. 27, 2008). 

Certain circumstances in which voters must be provided with a provisional ballot 

 Change of address 

ƺ A voter who has moved on or before the date of the election 

i. outside of the ward or voting precinct in which the voter is registered to 

another ward within the same municipality or voting precinct within the same 

county, and  

ii. the voter did not update his or her registration more than 30 days before the 

election. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-13. 

 Voter's name does not appear on poll list or in the signature poll book: 

ƺ Before the voter casts an affidavit ballot, the election official must verify, by checking the 

voter's current address, that the voter is in the correct polling location and precinct and, if 

not, provide the voter with information regarding the proper polling place and precinct 

and/or the local board of elections. 

Source:  Consent Decree, Order and Judgment at ¶ 5, United States v. Bolivar County, No. 2:08cv33-B-

A (N.D. Miss. Feb. 27, 2008). 

Special circumstances 

 Person is voting as a result of federal or state court order or other order extending the time 

established by law for closing the polls: 

ƺ Any affidavit ballot cast as a result of federal or state court order or other order extending 

the time established by law for closing the polls must be separated and kept apart from 

other affidavit ballots cast by voters not affected by the order. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §23-15-573(7). 



    

October 2, 2008 
62 

V. CHALLENGES  

A.  Persons designated as authorized challengers  

The following persons shall be designated as authorized challengers and shall be allowed to challenge the 

qualifications of any person offering to vote: 

 any candidate whose name is on the ballot in the precinct in which the challenge is made; 

 any official poll watcher of a candidate whose name is on the ballot in the precinct in which the 

challenge is made; 

 any official poll watcher of a political party for the precinct in which the challenge is made; 

 any qualified elector from the precinct in which the challenge is made; or 

 any manager, clerk or poll worker in the polling place where the person whose qualifications are 

challenged is offering to vote. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-571(1)(a)-(e) 

B. Grounds for challenging a voter's right to vote on or before election day  

A person can be challenged as unqualified to vote on the following grounds: 

 he is not a registered voter in the precinct; 

 he is not the registered voter under whose name he has applied to vote; 

 he has already voted in the election; 

 he is not a resident in the precinct where he is registered; 

 he has illegally registered to vote; 

 he has removed his ballot from the polling place; 

 he is otherwise disqualified by law; or 

 he is ineligible to vote by absentee ballot. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-571(3)(a)-(g), 23-15-643. 

C. Procedure when vote challenged  

All votes challenged at the polls shall be received when voted.  Upon receipt, one of the managers 

or clerks shall mark on the back of the challenged vote òCHALLENGED.ó  All such challenged votes 

will be placed in one or more strong envelopes, and after all unchallenged votes have been counted, 
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tallied and totaled, the challenged votes shall then be counted, tallied and totaled.  A separate return 

will be made of the challenged and unchallenged votes. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-579. 

If, upon the challenge of a vote at the polls, the managers unanimously find that the challenge is well 

taken, the vote shall be rejected entirely and shall not be counted.  The managersõ finding may be 

based upon the admissions or statements of the person challenged, from official documentary 

evidence, or from indubitable oral evidence then presented to the managers.  In the case of the 

rejection of a challenged vote, the rejected ballot, after it has been marked by the challenged voter, 

will be marked on the back with the name of the voter and with the word òREJECTED.ó  All 

rejected votes must be placed in a separate envelope. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-579. 

If the managers of an election believe a challenge of a voter is frivolous or not made in good faith, 

they may disregard such challenge and accept the offered vote as though not challenged. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-579. 

 

 

 

POST-ELECTION PROCEDURES  

I. CLOSING THE POLLS  

Polls shall be kept open until seven oõclock in the evening and no longer. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-541. 

II.  COUNTING THE BALLOTS  ð GENERALLY  

When the polls close, the managers shall publicly open the ballot box and immediately proceed to 

count the ballots.  The managers shall read aloud the names of the persons voted for, which names 

shall be taken down and called by the clerks in the presents of the managers.  The proceeds shall be 

in fair and full view of the voting public without unnecessary interference, delay or encroachment 

upon the duties and proceedings of the managers and other election officers.  Candidates or their 

duly authorized representatives shall have the right to reasonably view and inspect the ballots as and 

when they are taken from the box and counted, and to reasonably view and inspect the tally sheets, 

papers and other documents used in the election. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-581. 

When the votes have been completely and correctly counted and tallied by the managers, the 

managers shall publicly proclaim the result of the election at their box and shall certify in duplicate a 

statement of the result.  The managers and clerks shall sign the certificate, with one copy being 
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enclosed in the ballot box and the other being kept by one of the managers.  The certificate that is 

kept by one of the manager may be inspected at any time by any voter who so requests.  When the 

count of the votes and the tally thereof have been completed, the managers shall lock and seal the 

ballot box, having first placed therein all ballots voted, all spoiled ballots and all unused ballots. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-591. 

On the day following the general election, the county election commission shall canvass the returns 

from all voting precincts, and within ten (10) days after the election, shall deliver a certificate to each 

person receiving the highest number of votes. 

If it appears that any two (2) or more of the candidates receiving the highest number of votes have 

received an equal number of votes, the election shall be decided by lot fairly and publicly drawn by 

the county election commission with the aid of two (2) or more qualified voters of the county. 

Within ten (10) days after any election, the county election commission shall certify to the secretary 

of state the names of the persons selected, and those persons shall be issued commissions by the 

governor.  

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. §§ 23-15-601, 603 

III.  COUNTING PROVISIONAL  (AFFIDAVIT) BALLOTS  

Election officials must examine the records when canvassing the returns and allow the affidavit ballot 

to be counted, or not counted, as shall appear to be legal. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-573(3)(b). 

IV.  COUNTING A BSENTEE BALLOTS  

A.  Procedures for Counting Absentee Ballots  

Providing absentee ballots 

 Absentee ballot applications shall be furnished to a person seeking to vote thereby upon oral or 

written request. 

 A third party may also make an oral request for an absentee ballot application on behalf of a 

voter.  Any third party making such a request shall, in the presence of the registrar, sign the 

application and print on the application his or her name and address and the name of the elector 

for whom the application is being requested in the place provided for on the application for that 

purpose. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-625. 

 Absentee ballots shall be printed on tinted paper of a tint different from that of the official ballot. 
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Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-679. 

Absentee Ballots are counted according to the following procedure: 

 At the close of the polls, the election managers of each voting precinct shall take the envelopes 

containing the absentee ballots and announce the name, address, and precinct of each.  The 

managers shall carefully examine the absentee ballot envelope and absentee ballot application to 

ensure that they are valid.  This process should include: 

ƺ comparing the voterõs signature on the application with the voterõs signature on the ballot 
envelope; and 

ƺ ensuring that the voterõs signature on the ballot envelope is across the flap of the envelope 
(mandatory for the ballot to be counted). 

 If the election managers find that the applicant is a qualified voter and that he did not appear in 

person to vote, the envelope shall be opened and the ballot shall be placed in the ballot box 

with the other ballots before counting any ballots.  The election managers should also enter the 

voterõs name in the receipt book and mark òVOTEDó in the pollbook or poll list as if the voter 

had been present and voted in person. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-639 

B.  Rejecting A bsentee Ballots  

Absentee ballots are not counted in the following scenarios: 

 where an affidavit is required and such affidavit is found to be insufficient (see the section of this 

manual entitled òAbsentee Voting Generallyó for a description of when an affidavit is required); 

 where the signature on the absentee ballot does not correspond with the voterõs registration 
signature; 

 where the applicant is not a qualified voter in the precinct; 

 where the applicant is not otherwise qualified to vote; 

 where the ballot envelope is open or has been opened and resealed; 

 where the voter is not eligible to vote absentee; 

 where the voter is present and has voted on the date of the election within the precinct where 

he represents himself to be a qualified elector; and 

 where the ballot envelope contains more than one ballot of any kind. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-641(1),(2). 
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Without opening the voterõs envelope, the election manager(s) shall mark across the face of any 

rejected absentee ballot òREJECTED,ó with the reason therefor.   Where an affidavit was required, 

the registrar shall promptly notify the voter upon the rejection of his ballot. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-641(1),(2),(3). 

All ballots marked òREJECTEDó shall be placed in a separate envelope in the secure ballot transfer 

case and delivered to the officials in charge of conducting the election at the central tabulation point 

of the county. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-641(4). 

V. CONTESTING AN ELECTI ON  

A.  Examination of Ballot Boxes by a Candidate  

When the contents of a ballot box, and the conduct of the election have been canvassed and 

reviewed by the county election commission, all contents required to be placed and sealed in the 

ballot box by the managers shall be put back in the box by the election commission.  The ballot box 

shall be resealed immediately and delivered to the circuit clerk, who shall keep the ballot box and 

secure it against any tampering. 

At any time within twelve (12) calendar days after the canvass and examination of the ballot box and 

its contents by the county election commission, any candidate or his authorized representative shall 

have the right of full examination of the box and its contents.  The candidate shall serve three (3) 

daysõ notice of his application for examining the ballot box upon the opposing candidate. 

The examination shall be conducted in the presence of the circuit clerk or his deputy, who shall 

ensure that none of the contents of the box are removed from the presence of the clerk or the 

deputy or in any way tampered with.  When the examination has been completed, the box shall be 

resealed with all of its contents. 

If any contest or complaint before a court shall arise over the ballot box, it shall be kept intact and 

sealed until the court hearing, and another ballot box, if necessary, shall be furnished for the 

precinct involved. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-911. 

B. Filing a Complaint or Contest  

A person who desires to contest the election of another person to any office within any county may, 

within twenty (20) calendar days after the election, file a petition in the office of the clerk of the 

circuit court of the county.  The petition must set forth the grounds upon which the election is 

contested. 

The circuit clerk shall issue a summons to the party whose election is contested, returnable to the 

next terms of the court.  The summons shall be served as in other cases.  At the next term, shall be 
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tried by jury, and the verdict of the jury shall find the person having the greatest number of legal 

votes at the election. 

Source:  Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-951. 

Contests of state legislative elections are handled in accordance with Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-955. 
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APPENDIX  

STATE AND LOCAL ELECTION OFFICIALS  
STATE ELECTION OFFICIALS  

Mississippi Secretary of State  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-193 

At the election in 1995, and every four (4) years thereafter, there shall be elected a Governor, Lieutenant Governor, 

Secretary of State, Auditor of Public Accounts, State Treasurer, Attorney General, three (3) public service 

commissioners, three (3) Mississippi Transportation Commissioners, Commissioner of Insurance, Commissioner of 

Agriculture and Commerce, Senators and members of the House of Representatives in the Legislature, district 

attorneys for the several districts, clerks of the circuit and chancery courts of the several counties, as well as sheriffs, 

coroners, assessors, surveyors and members of the boards of supervisors, justice court judges and constables, and all 

other officers to be elected by the people at the general state election. All such officers shall hold their offices for a 

term of four (4) years, and until their successors are elected and qualified. The state officers shall be elected in the 

manner prescribed in Section 140 of the Constitution. 

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-211(1) 

(1) There shall be a State Board of Election Commissioners to consist of the Governor, the Secretary of State and 

the Attorney General, any two (2) of whom may perform the duties required of the board; a board of election 

commissioners in each county to consist of five (5) persons who are electors in the county in which they are to act; 

and a registrar in each county who shall be the clerk of the circuit court, unless he shall be shown to be an improper 

person to register the names of the electors therein. 

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-211 

(1) There shall be a State Board of Election Commissioners to consist of the Governor, the Secretary of State and 

the Attorney General, any two (2) of whom may perform the duties required of the board; a board of election 

commissioners in each county to consist of five (5) persons who are electors in the county in which they are to act; 

and a registrar in each county who shall be the clerk of the circuit court, unless he shall be shown to be an improper 

person to register the names of the electors therein. 

 

(2) The board of supervisors of each county shall pay members of the county election commission for attending 

training events a per diem in the amount provided in Section 23-15-153; however, except as otherwise provided in 

this section, the per diem shall not be paid to an election commissioner for more than twelve (12) days of training 

per year and shall only be paid to election commissioners who actually attend and complete a training event and 

obtain a training certificate. 

 

(3) Included in this twelve (12) days shall be an elections seminar, conducted and sponsored by the Secretary of State. 

Election commissioners and chairpersons of each political party executive committee, or their designee, shall be 

required to attend. 

 

(4) Each participant shall receive a certificate from the Secretary of State indicating that the named participant has 

received the elections training seminar instruction and that each participant is fully qualified to conduct an election. 

Commissioners of election shall annually file the certificate with the chancery clerk. If any commissioner of election 

shall fail to file the certificate by April 30 of each year, his office shall be vacated, absent exigent circumstances as 

determined by the board of supervisors and consistent with the facts. The vacancy shall be declared by the board of 

supervisors and the vacancy shall be filled in the manner described by law. Prior to declaring the office vacant, the 
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board of supervisors shall give the election commissioner notice and the opportunity for a hearing. 

 

(5) The Secretary of State, upon approval of the board of supervisors, may authorize not more than eight (8) 

additional training days per year for commissioners of election in one or more counties. The board of supervisors of 

each county shall pay members of the county election commission for attending training on these days a per diem in 

the amount provided in Section 23-15-153. 

 

(6) The Secretary of State shall develop a single, comprehensive poll worker training program to assist local election 

officials in providing uniform, secure elections throughout the state. The program shall include, at a minimum, training 

on all state and federal election laws and procedures. 

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-3 

For purposes of this chapter, the term "ballot box" includes any ballot bag or container of a type that has been 

approved for use in elections by the Secretary of State. Such ballot bags or containers may be used for any purpose 

for which a ballot box may be used under the provisions of law regulating elections in Mississippi or any other 

purpose authorized by the rules and regulations adopted by the Secretary of State. The Secretary of State shall 

approve a ballot bag to be used as provided in this section by December 31, 2007. Any changes to the ballot bag by 

the Secretary of State after December 31, 2007, shall be approved by the Legislature. 

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-35 

(1) The clerk of the municipality shall be the registrar of voters of the municipality, and shall take the oath of office 

prescribed by Section 268 of the Constitution. The governing authorities shall provide suitable municipal registration 

books, which shall conform as nearly as practicable to the county registration books. The registrar shall, as nearly as 

may be practicable, and where not otherwise provided, comply with all the provisions of law regarding state and 

county elections in keeping and maintaining such registration books and in registering voters thereon. Applications 

for registration as electors of the municipality shall be made upon a triplicate form provided by and prepared at the 

expense of the county registrar, which form shall conform as nearly as practicable to the application for registration 

form provided for in Section 23-15-39. 

 

(2) The municipal clerk shall be authorized to register applicants as county electors. The municipal clerk shall forward 

notice of registration, a copy of the application for registration, and any changes to the registration when they occur, 

either by certified mail to the county registrar or by personal delivery to the county registrar provided that a 

numbered receipt is signed by the registrar in return for the described documents. Upon receipt of the copy of the 

application for registration or changes to the registration, and if a review of the application indicates that the 

applicant meets all the criteria necessary to qualify as a county elector, then the county registrar shall make a 

determination of the county voting precinct in which the person making the application shall be required to vote. The 

county registrar shall send this county voting precinct information by United States first-class mail, postage prepaid, 

to the person at the address provided on the application. Any and all mailing costs incurred by the municipal clerk or 

the county registrar in effectuating this subsection shall be paid by the county board of supervisors. If a review of the 

copy of the application for registration or changes to the registration indicates that the applicant is not qualified to 

vote in the county, the county registrar shall challenge the application. The county election commissioners shall 

review any challenge or disqualification, after having notified the applicant by certified mail of the challenge or 

disqualification. 

 

(3) The municipal clerk shall issue to the person making the application a copy of the application, and the county 

registrar shall process the application in accordance with the law regarding the handling of voter registration 

applications. 

 

(4) The receipt of a copy of the application for registration sent pursuant to Section 23-15-39(3) shall be sufficient to 

allow the applicant to be registered as an elector in the municipality, provided that such application is not challenged 
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as provided for therein. 

 

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-39 

(1) Applications for registration as electors of this state, which are sworn to and subscribed before the registrar or 

deputy registrar authorized by law and which are not made by mail, shall be made upon a form established by rule 

duly adopted by the Secretary of State. 

 

(2) The boards of supervisors shall make proper allowances for office supplies reasonably necessitated by the 

registration of county electors. 

 

(3) If the applicant indicates on the application that he resides within the city limits of a city or town in the county of 

registration, the county registrar shall process the application for registration or changes to the registration as 

provided by law. 

 

(4) If the applicant indicates on the application that he has previously registered to vote in another county of this 

state or another state, notice to the voter's previous county of registration in this state shall be provided by the 

Statewide Elections Management System. If the voter's previous place of registration was in another state, notice shall 

be provided to the voter's previous state of residence if the Statewide Elections Management System has that 

capability. 

 

(5) The county registrar shall provide to the person making the application a copy of the application upon which has 

been written the county voting precinct and municipal voting precinct, if any, in which the person shall vote. Upon 

entry of the voter registration information into the Statewide Elections Management System, the system shall assign a 

voter registration number to the person. 

 

(6) Any person desiring an application for registration may secure an application from the registrar of the county of 

which he is a resident and may take the application with him and secure assistance in completing the application from 

any person of the applicant's choice. It shall be the duty of all registrars to furnish applications for registration to all 

persons requesting them, and it shall likewise be his duty to furnish aid and assistance in the completing of the 

application when requested by an applicant. The application for registration shall be sworn to and subscribed before 

the registrar or deputy registrar at the municipal clerk's office, the county registrar's office or any other location 

where the applicant is allowed to register to vote. No fee or cost shall be charged the applicant by the registrar for 

accepting the application or administering the oath or for any other duty imposed by law regarding the registration of 

electors. 

 

(7) If the person making the application is unable to read or write, for reason of disability or otherwise, he shall not 

be required to personally complete the application in writing and execute the oath. In such cases, the registrar or 

deputy registrar shall read to the person the application and oath and the person's answers thereto shall be recorded 

by the registrar or his deputy. The person shall be registered as an elector if he otherwise meets the requirements to 

be registered as an elector. The registrar shall record the responses of the person and the recorded responses shall 

be retained permanently by the registrar. The registrar shall enter the voter registration information into the 

Statewide Elections Management System and designate the entry as an assisted filing. 

 

(8) The receipt of a copy of the application for registration sent pursuant to Section 23-15-35(2) shall be sufficient to 

allow the applicant to be registered as an elector of this state, if the application is not challenged. 

 

(9) In any case in which a municipality expands its corporate boundaries by annexation or redistricts all or a part of 

the municipality, the municipal clerk shall within ten (10) days after the effective date of the annexation or after 

preclearance of the redistricting plan under Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, provide the county registrar 

with conforming geographic data that is compatible with the Statewide Elections Management System. The data shall 

be developed by the municipality's use of a standardized format specified by the Statewide Elections Management 
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System. The county registrar shall update the municipal boundary information or redistricting information into the 

Statewide Elections Management System. The Statewide Elections Management System shall update the voter 

registration records to include the new municipal electors who have resided within the annexed area for at least 

thirty (30) days after annexation and assign the electors to the municipal voting precincts. The county registrar shall 

forward to the municipal clerk written notification of the additions and changes, and the municipal clerk shall forward 

to the new municipal electors written notification of the additions and changes. The Statewide Elections Management 

System shall correctly place municipal electors within districts whose boundaries were altered by any redistricting 

conducted within the municipality and assign such electors to the correct municipal voting precincts. 

 

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-47 

(1) Any person who is qualified to register to vote in the State of Mississippi may register to vote by mail-in 

application in the manner prescribed in this section. 

 

(2) The following procedure shall be used in the registration of electors by mail: 

 

(a) Any qualified elector may register to vote by mailing or delivering a completed mail-in application to his county 

registrar at least thirty (30) days prior to any election. The postmark date of a mailed application shall be the date of 

registration. 

(b) Upon receipt of a mail-in application, the county registrar shall stamp the application with the date of receipt, and 

shall verify the application by contacting the applicant by telephone, by personal contact with the applicant, or by any 

other method approved by the Secretary of State. Within twenty-five (25) days of receipt of a mail-in application, the 

county registrar shall complete action on the application, including any attempts to notify the applicant of the status 

of his application. 

(c) If the county registrar determines that the applicant is qualified and his application is legible and complete, he shall 

mail the applicant written notification that the application has been approved, specifying the county voting precinct, 

municipal voting precinct, if any, polling place and supervisor district in which the person shall vote. This written 

notification of approval containing the specified information shall be the voter's registration card. The registration 

cards shall be provided by the county registrar. Upon entry of the voter registration information into the Statewide 

Elections Management System, the system shall assign a voter registration number to the person. The assigned voter 

registration number shall be clearly shown on the written notification of approval. In mailing the written notification, 

the county registrar shall note the following on the envelope: "DO NOT FORWARD". If any registration notification 

form is returned as undeliverable, the voter's registration shall be void. 

(d) A mail-in application shall be rejected for any of the following reasons: 

(i) An incomplete portion of the application which makes it impossible for the registrar to determine the eligibility of 

the applicant to register; 

(ii) A portion of the application which is illegible in the opinion of the county registrar and makes it impossible to 

determine the eligibility of the applicant to register; 

(iii) The county registrar is unable to determine, from the address and information stated on the application, the 

precinct in which the voter should be assigned or the supervisor district in which he is entitled to vote; 

(iv) The applicant is not qualified to register to vote pursuant to Section 23-15-11; 

(v) The registrar determines that the applicant is registered as a qualified elector of the county; 

(vi) The county registrar is unable to verify the application pursuant to subsection (2)(b) of this section. 
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(e) If the mail-in application of a person is subject to rejection for any of the reasons set forth in paragraph (d)(i) 

through (iii) of this subsection, and it appears to the registrar that the defect or omission is of such a minor nature 

and that any necessary additional information may be supplied by the applicant over the telephone or by further 

correspondence, the registrar may write or call the applicant at the telephone number provided on the application. If 

the registrar is able to contact the applicant by mail or telephone, he shall attempt to ascertain the necessary 

information and if this information is sufficient for the registrar to complete the application, the applicant shall be 

registered. If the necessary information cannot be obtained by mail or telephone or is not sufficient, the registrar 

shall give the applicant written notice of the rejection and provide the reason for the rejection. The registrar shall 

further inform the applicant that he has a right to attempt to register by appearing in person or by filing another mail-

in application. 

(f) If a mail-in application is subject to rejection for the reason stated in paragraph (d)(v) of this subsection and the 

"present home address" portion of the application is different from the residence address for the applicant found in 

the registration book, the mail-in application shall be deemed a written request to transfer registration pursuant to 

Section 23-15-13. Subject to the time limits and other provisions of Section 23-15-13, the registrar or the election 

commissioners shall note the new residence address on his records and, if necessary, transfer the applicant to his 

new county precinct or municipal precinct, if any, advise the applicant of his new county precinct or municipal 

precinct, if any, polling place and supervisor district. 

 

(3) The instructions and the application form for voter registration by mail shall be in a form established by rule duly 

adopted by the Secretary of State. 

 

(4)(a) The Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish without charge the necessary forms for application for voter 

registration by mail to each county registrar, municipal clerk, all public schools, each private school that requests 

such applications, and all public libraries. 

 

(b) The Secretary of State shall distribute without charge sufficient forms for application for voter registration by mail 

to the Commissioner of Public Safety, who shall distribute such forms to each driver's license examining and renewal 

station in the state, and shall ensure that the forms are regularly available to the public at such stations. 

(c) Bulk quantities of forms for application for voter registration by mail shall be furnished by the Secretary of State 

to any person or organization. The Secretary of State shall charge a person or organization the actual cost he incurs 

in providing bulk quantities of forms for application for voter registration to such person or organization. 

 

(5) The originals of completed mail-in applications shall remain on file in the office of the county registrar in 

accordance with Section 23-15-113. Nothing in this section shall preclude having applications on microfilm, 

microfiche or as an electronic image. 

 

(6) If the applicant indicates on the application that he resides within the city limits of a city or town in the county of 

registration, the county registrar shall enter the information into the Statewide Elections Management System. The 

county registrar shall send municipal voting precinct information by United States first-class mail, postage prepaid, to 

the person at the address provided on the application. Any and all mailing costs incurred by the county registrar or 

the clerk of the municipality in effectuating this subsection shall be paid by the governing authority of the municipality. 

If a review of the application for registration or changes to the registration indicates that the applicant is not qualified 

to vote in the municipality, the registrar shall notify the applicant of the correct county precinct. 

 

(7) If the applicant indicates on the application that he has previously registered to vote in another county of this 

state or another state, notice to the voter's previous county of registration in this state shall be provided by the 

Statewide Elections Management System. If the voter's previous place of registration was in another state, notice shall 

be provided to the voter's previous state of residence if the Statewide Elections Management System has that 

capability. 
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(8) Any person who attempts to register to vote by mail shall be subject to the penalties for false registration 

provided for in Section 23-15-17. 

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-153 

(1) At the following times the commissioners of election shall meet at the office of the registrar and carefully revise 

the registration books and the pollbooks of the several voting precincts, and shall erase from those books the names 

of all persons erroneously on the books, or who have died, removed or become disqualified as electors from any 

cause; and shall register the names of all persons who have duly applied to be registered and have been illegally 

denied registration: 

 

(a) On the Tuesday after the second Monday in January 1987 and every following year; 

(b) On the first Tuesday in the month immediately preceding the first primary election for congressmen in the years 

when congressmen are elected; 

(c) On the first Monday in the month immediately preceding the first primary election for state, state district 

legislative, county and county district offices in the years in which those offices are elected; and 

(d) On the second Monday of September preceding the general election or regular special election day in years in 

which a general election is not conducted. 

 

Except for the names of those persons who are duly qualified to vote in the election, no name shall be permitted to 

remain on the registration books and pollbooks; however, no name shall be erased from the registration books or 

pollbooks based on a change in the residence of an elector except in accordance with procedures provided for by 

the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 that are in effect at the time of such erasure. Except as otherwise 

provided by Section 23-15-573, no person shall vote at any election whose name is not on the pollbook. 

 

 

(2) Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section, and subject to the following annual limitations, the 

commissioners of election shall be entitled to receive a per diem in the amount of Eighty-four Dollars ($84.00), to be 

paid from the county general fund, for every day or period of no less than five (5) hours accumulated over two (2) or 

more days actually employed in the performance of their duties in the conduct of an election or actually employed in 

the performance of their duties for the necessary time spent in the revision of the registration books and pollbooks 

as required in subsection (1) of this section: 

 

(a) In counties having less than fifteen thousand (15,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census, 

not more than fifty (50) days per year, with no more than fifteen (15) additional days allowed for the conduct of each 

election in excess of one (1) occurring in any calendar year; 

(b) In counties having fifteen thousand (15,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census but less 

than thirty thousand (30,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census, not more than seventy-five 

(75) days per year, with no more than twenty-five (25) additional days allowed for the conduct of each election in 

excess of one (1) occurring in any calendar year; 

(c) In counties having thirty thousand (30,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census but less than 

seventy thousand (70,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census, not more than one hundred 

(100) days per year, with no more than thirty-five (35) additional days allowed for the conduct of each election in 

excess of one (1) occurring in any calendar year; 

(d) In counties having seventy thousand (70,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census but less 

than ninety thousand (90,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census, not more than one hundred 
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twenty-five (125) days per year, with no more than forty-five (45) additional days allowed for the conduct of each 

election in excess of one (1) occurring in any calendar year; 

(e) In counties having ninety thousand (90,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census but less 

than one hundred seventy thousand (170,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census, not more 

than one hundred fifty (150) days per year, with no more than fifty-five (55) additional days allowed for the conduct 

of each election in excess of one (1) occurring in any calendar year; 

(f) In counties having one hundred seventy thousand (170,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial 

census but less than two hundred thousand (200,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census, not 

more than one hundred seventy-five (175) days per year, with no more than sixty-five (65) additional days allowed 

for the conduct of each election in excess of one (1) occurring in any calendar year; 

(g) In counties having two hundred thousand (200,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census but 

less than two hundred twenty-five thousand (225,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census, not 

more than one hundred ninety (190) days per year, with no more than seventy-five (75) additional days allowed for 

the conduct of each election in excess of one (1) occurring in any calendar year; 

(h) In counties having two hundred twenty-five thousand (225,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial 

census but less than two hundred fifty thousand (250,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census, 

not more than two hundred fifteen (215) days per year, with no more than eighty-five (85) additional days allowed 

for the conduct of each election in excess of one (1) occurring in any calendar year; 

(i) In counties having two hundred fifty thousand (250,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census 

but less than two hundred seventy-five thousand (275,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial census, 

not more than two hundred thirty (230) days per year, with no more than ninety-five (95) additional days allowed for 

the conduct of each election in excess of one (1) occurring in any calendar year; 

(j) In counties having two hundred seventy-five thousand (275,000) residents according to the latest federal decennial 

census or more, not more than two hundred forty (240) days per year, with no more than one hundred five (105) 

additional days allowed for the conduct of each election in excess of one (1) occurring in any calendar year. 

 

(3) The commissioners of election shall be entitled to receive a per diem in the amount of Eighty-four Dollars 

($84.00), to be paid from the county general fund, not to exceed ten (10) days for every day or period of no less 

than five (5) hours accumulated over two (2) or more days actually employed in the performance of their duties for 

the necessary time spent in the revision of the registration books and pollbooks prior to any special election. For 

purposes of this subsection, the regular special election day shall not be considered a special election. The annual 

limitations set forth in subsection (2) of this section shall not apply to this subsection. 

 

 

(4) The commissioners of election shall be entitled to receive a per diem in the amount of Eighty-four Dollars 

($84.00), to be paid from the county general fund, not to exceed fourteen (14) days for every day or period of no 

less than five (5) hours accumulated over two (2) or more days actually employed in the performance of their duties 

for the necessary time spent in the revision of the registration books, pollbooks and in the conduct of a runoff 

election following either a general or special election. 

 

 

(5) The commissioners of election shall be entitled to receive only one (1) per diem payment for those days when 

the commissioners of election discharge more than one (1) duty or responsibility on the same day. 

 

 

(6) The county registrar shall prepare the pollbooks and the county commissioners of election shall prepare the 

registration books of each municipality located within the county pursuant to an agreement between the county and 

each municipality in the county. The county commissioners of election and the county registrar shall be paid by each 
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municipality for the actual cost of preparing registration books and pollbooks for the municipality and shall pay each 

county commissioner of election a per diem in the amount provided for in subsection (2) of this section for each day 

or period of not less than five (5) hours accumulated over two (2) or more days the commissioners are actually 

employed in preparing the registration books for the municipality, not to exceed five (5) days. The county 

commissioners of election and county registrar shall provide copies of the registration books and pollbooks to the 

municipal clerk of each municipality in the county. The municipality shall pay the county registrar for preparing and 

printing the pollbooks. A municipality may secure "read only" access to the Statewide Centralized Voter System and 

print its own pollbooks using this information; however, county commissioners of election shall remain responsible 

for preparing registration books for municipalities and shall be paid for this duty in accordance with this subsection. 

 

 

(7) Every commissioner of election shall sign personally a certification setting forth the number of hours actually 

worked in the performance of the commissioner's official duties and for which the commissioner seeks compensation. 

The certification must be on a form as prescribed in this subsection. The commissioner's signature is, as a matter of 

law, made under the commissioner's oath of office and under penalties of perjury. 

 

 

The certification form shall be as follows: 

 

 

COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSIONER 

PER DIEM CLAIM FORM 

 

NAME: _________________________________ COUNTY: _____________________________ 

ADDRESS: ______________________________ DISTRICT: ___________________________ 

CITY: ___________________ ZIP: _______ 

 

 

 

PURPOSE APPLICABLE ACTUAL PER DIEM 

DATE BEGINNING ENDING OF MS CODE HOURS DAYS 

WORKED TIME TIME WORK SECTION WORKED EARNED 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PER DIEM DAYS EARNED --------- 

PER DIEM RATE PER DAY EARNED x 84.00 

TOTAL AMOUNT OF PER DIEM CLAIMED $ ------ 

 

 

I understand that I am signing this document under my oath as a commissioner of election and under penalties of 

perjury. 

 

 

I understand that I am requesting payment from taxpayer funds and that I have an obligation to be specific and 

truthful as to the amount of hours worked and the compensation I am requesting. 
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Signed this the ___day of __________, ___. 

 

 

______________________________________ 

Commissioner's Signature 

 

 

When properly completed and signed, the certification must be filed with the clerk of the county board of 

supervisors before any payment may be made. The certification will be a public record available for inspection and 

reproduction immediately upon the oral or written request of any person. 

 

 

Any person may contest the accuracy of the certification in any respect by notifying the chairman of the commission, 

any member of the board of supervisors or the clerk of the board of supervisors of such contest at any time before 

or after payment is made. If the contest is made before payment is made, no payment shall be made as to the 

contested certificate until the contest is finally disposed of. The person filing the contest shall be entitled to a full 

hearing, and the clerk of the board of supervisors shall issue subpoenas upon request of the contestor compelling the 

attendance of witnesses and production of documents and things. The contestor shall have the right to appeal de 

novo to the circuit court of the involved county, which appeal must be perfected within thirty (30) days from a final 

decision of the commission, the clerk of the board of supervisors or the board of supervisors, as the case may be. 

 

 

Any contestor who successfully contests any certification will be awarded all expenses incident to his contest, 

together with reasonable attorney's fees, which will be awarded upon petition to the chancery court of the involved 

county upon final disposition of the contest before the election commission, board of supervisors, clerk of the board 

of supervisors, or, in case of an appeal, final disposition by the court. The commissioner against whom the contest is 

decided shall be liable for the payment of the expenses and attorney's fees, and the county shall be jointly and 

severally liable for same. 

 

 

(8) Any commissioner of election who has not received a certificate issued by the Secretary of State pursuant to 

Section 23-15-211 indicating that the commissioner of election has received the required elections seminar 

instruction and that the commissioner of election is fully qualified to conduct an election, shall not receive any 

compensation authorized by this section, Section 23-15-491 or Section 23-15-239. 

 

 

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-165 

(1) From and after July 1, 2002, the Office of the Secretary of State, in cooperation with the local registrars and 

election commissioners, shall begin to procure, implement and maintain an electronic information processing system 

and programs capable of maintaining a centralized database of all registered voters in the state. The system shall 

encompass software and hardware, at both the state and county level, software development training, conversion and 

support and maintenance for the system. This system shall be known as the "Statewide Elections Management 

System" and shall constitute the official record of registered voters in every county of the state. 

 

 

(2) The Office of the Secretary of State shall develop and implement the Statewide Elections Management System so 

that the registrar and election commissioners of each county shall: 

 

(a) Verify that an applicant that is registering to vote in such county is not registered to vote in another county; 
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(b) Be notified automatically that a registered voter in its county has registered to vote in another county; 

(c) Receive regular reports of death, changes of address and convictions for disenfranchising crimes that apply to 

voters registered in the county; and 

(d) Retain all present functionality related to, but not limited to, the use of voter roll data and to implement such 

other functionality as the law requires to enhance the maintenance of accurate county voter records and related jury 

selection and redistricting programs. 

 

(3) As a part of the procurement and implementation of the system, the Office of the Secretary of State shall, with 

the assistance of the advisory committee, procure services necessary to convert current voter registration records in 

the counties into a standard, industry accepted file format that can be used on the Statewide Elections Management 

System. Thereafter, all official voter information shall be maintained on the Statewide Elections Management System. 

The standard industry accepted format of data shall be reviewed and approved by a majority of the advisory 

committee created in subsection (5) of this section after consultation with the Circuit Clerks Association and the 

format may not be changed without majority approval of the advisory committee and without consulting the Circuit 

Clerks Association. 

 

 

(4) The Secretary of State may, with the assistance of the advisory committee, adopt rules and regulations necessary 

to administer the Statewide Elections Management System. Such rules and regulations shall at least: 

 

(a) Provide for the establishment and maintenance of a centralized database for all voter registration information in 

the state; 

(b) Provide procedures for integrating data into the centralized database; 

(c) Provide security to insure that only the registrar, or his designee or other appropriate official, as the law may 

require, can add information to, delete information from and modify information in the system; 

(d) Provide the registrar or his designee or other appropriate official, as the law may require, access to the system at 

all times, including the ability to download copies of the industry standard file, for all purposes related to their official 

duties, including, but not limited to, exclusive access for the purpose of printing of all local pollbooks; 

(e) Provide security and protection of all information in the system and monitor the system to ensure that 

unauthorized access is not allowed; 

(f) Provide a procedure that will allow the registrar, or his designee or other appropriate official, as the law may 

require, to identify the precinct and subprecinct to which a voter should be assigned; and 

(g) Provide a procedure for phasing in or converting existing manual and computerized voter registration systems in 

counties to the Statewide Elections Management System. 

 

(5) The Secretary of State shall establish an advisory committee to assist in developing system specifications, 

procurement, implementation and maintenance of the Statewide Elections Management System. The committee shall 

include two (2) representatives from the Circuit Clerks Association, appointed by the association; two (2) 

representatives from the Election Commissioners Association of Mississippi, appointed by the association; one (1) 

member of the Mississippi Association of Supervisors, or its staff, appointed by the association; the Director of the 

Stennis Institute of Government at Mississippi State University, or his designee; the Executive Director of the 

Department of Information Technology Services, or his designee; two (2) persons knowledgeable about elections and 

information technology appointed by the Secretary of State; and the Secretary of State, who shall serve as the 

chairman of the advisory committee. 
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(6)(a) Social security numbers, telephone numbers and date of birth and age information in statewide, district, county 

and municipal voter registration files shall be exempt from and shall not be subject to inspection, examination, 

copying or reproduction under the Mississippi Public Records Act of 1983. 

 

(b) Copies of statewide, district, county or municipal voter registration files, excluding social security numbers, 

telephone numbers and date of birth and age information, shall be provided to any person in accordance with the 

Mississippi Public Records Act of 1983 at a cost not to exceed the actual cost of production. 

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-169 

The Secretary of State shall, by rule and regulation, establish an administrative complaint procedure for handling 

grievances in accordance with the Help America Vote Act of 2002. 

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-211 

(1) There shall be a State Board of Election Commissioners to consist of the Governor, the Secretary of State and 

the Attorney General, any two (2) of whom may perform the duties required of the board; a board of election 

commissioners in each county to consist of five (5) persons who are electors in the county in which they are to act; 

and a registrar in each county who shall be the clerk of the circuit court, unless he shall be shown to be an improper 

person to register the names of the electors therein. 

 

(2) The board of supervisors of each county shall pay members of the county election commission for attending 

training events a per diem in the amount provided in Section 23-15-153; however, except as otherwise provided in 

this section, the per diem shall not be paid to an election commissioner for more than twelve (12) days of training 

per year and shall only be paid to election commissioners who actually attend and complete a training event and 

obtain a training certificate. 

 

(3) Included in this twelve (12) days shall be an elections seminar, conducted and sponsored by the Secretary of State. 

Election commissioners and chairpersons of each political party executive committee, or their designee, shall be 

required to attend. 

 

(4) Each participant shall receive a certificate from the Secretary of State indicating that the named participant has 

received the elections training seminar instruction and that each participant is fully qualified to conduct an election. 

Commissioners of election shall annually file the certificate with the chancery clerk. If any commissioner of election 

shall fail to file the certificate by April 30 of each year, his office shall be vacated, absent exigent circumstances as 

determined by the board of supervisors and consistent with the facts. The vacancy shall be declared by the board of 

supervisors and the vacancy shall be filled in the manner described by law. Prior to declaring the office vacant, the 

board of supervisors shall give the election commissioner notice and the opportunity for a hearing. 

 

(5) The Secretary of State, upon approval of the board of supervisors, may authorize not more than eight (8) 

additional training days per year for commissioners of election in one or more counties. The board of supervisors of 

each county shall pay members of the county election commission for attending training on these days a per diem in 

the amount provided in Section 23-15- 153. 

 

(6) The Secretary of State shall develop a single, comprehensive poll worker training program to assist local election 

officials in providing uniform, secure elections throughout the state. The program shall include, at a minimum, training 

on all state and federal election laws and procedures. 
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State Board of Election  Commissioners  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-299 

(1) There shall be a State Board of Election Commissioners to consist of the Governor, the Secretary of State and 

the Attorney General, any two (2) of whom may perform the duties required of the board; a board of election 

commissioners in each county to consist of five (5) persons who are electors in the county in which they are to act; 

and a registrar in each county who shall be the clerk of the circuit court, unless he shall be shown to be an improper 

person to register the names of the electors therein. 

 

(2) The board of supervisors of each county shall pay members of the county election commission for attending 

training events a per diem in the amount provided in Section 23-15-153; however, except as otherwise provided in 

this section, the per diem shall not be paid to an election commissioner for more than twelve (12) days of training 

per year and shall only be paid to election commissioners who actually attend and complete a training event and 

obtain a training certificate. 

 

(3) Included in this twelve (12) days shall be an elections seminar, conducted and sponsored by the Secretary of State. 

Election commissioners and chairpersons of each political party executive committee, or their designee, shall be 

required to attend. 

 

(4) Each participant shall receive a certificate from the Secretary of State indicating that the named participant has 

received the elections training seminar instruction and that each participant is fully qualified to conduct an election. 

Commissioners of election shall annually file the certificate with the chancery clerk. If any commissioner of election 

shall fail to file the certificate by April 30 of each year, his office shall be vacated, absent exigent circumstances as 

determined by the board of supervisors and consistent with the facts. The vacancy shall be declared by the board of 

supervisors and the vacancy shall be filled in the manner described by law. Prior to declaring the office vacant, the 

board of supervisors shall give the election commissioner notice and the opportunity for a hearing. 

 

(5) The Secretary of State, upon approval of the board of supervisors, may authorize not more than eight (8) 

additional training days per year for commissioners of election in one or more counties. The board of supervisors of 

each county shall pay members of the county election commission for attending training on these days a per diem in 

the amount provided in Section 23-15- 153. 

 

(6) The Secretary of State shall develop a single, comprehensive poll worker training program to assist local election 

officials in providing uniform, secure elections throughout the state. The program shall include, at a minimum, training 

on all state and federal election laws and procedures. 

 

(1)(a) Assessments made pursuant to paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of Section 23-15-297 and assessments made pursuant 

to paragraph (d) of Section 23-15-297 for legislative offices shall be paid by each candidate to the Secretary of the 

State Executive Committee with which the candidate is affiliated by 5:00 p.m. on March 1 of the year in which the 

primary election for the office is held or on the date of the qualifying deadline provided by statute for the office, 

whichever is earlier; however, no such assessments may be paid before January 1 of the year in which the primary 

election for the office is held. 

 

(b) If the 2010 federal decennial census has not been received from the United States Secretary of Commerce by the 

Governor of the State of Mississippi by January 1, 2011, then the qualifying deadline for legislative offices shall be 

changed for the year 2011 only, as follows: Assessments made pursuant to paragraph (d) of Section 23-15-297 for 

legislative offices shall be paid by each candidate to the Secretary of the State Executive Committee with which the 

candidate is affiliated by 5:00 p.m. on June 1, 2011. This paragraph (b) shall stand repealed on July 1, 2012; however, 

no such assessments may be paid before January 1 of the year in which the election for the office is held. 
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(2) Assessments made pursuant to paragraphs (d) and (e) of Section 23-15- 297, other than assessments made for 

legislative offices, shall be paid by each candidate to the circuit clerk of such candidate's county of residence by 5:00 

p.m. on March 1 of the year in which the primary election for the office is held or on the date of the qualifying 

deadline provided by statute for the office, whichever is earlier; however, no such assessments may be paid before 

January 1 of the year in which the election for the office is held. The circuit clerk shall forward the fee and all 

necessary information to the secretary of the proper county executive committee within two (2) business days. 

 

(3) Assessments made pursuant to paragraphs (f) and (g) of Section 23-15- 297 must be paid by each candidate to the 

Secretary of the State Executive Committee with which the candidate is affiliated by 5:00 p.m. sixty (60) days before 

the presidential preference primary in years in which a presidential preference primary is held; however, no such 

assessments may be paid before January 1 of the year in which the primary election for the office is held. 

Assessments made pursuant to paragraphs (f) and (g) of Section 23-15-297, in years when a presidential preference 

primary is not being held, shall be paid by each candidate to the Secretary of the State Executive Committee with 

which the candidate is affiliated by 5:00 p.m. on March 1 of the year in which the primary election for the office is 

held; however, no such assessments may be paid before January 1 of the year in which the primary election for the 

office is held. 

 

(4)(a) The fees paid pursuant to subsections (1), (2) and (3) of this section shall be accompanied by a written 

statement containing the name and address of the candidate, the party with which he or she is affiliated and the office 

for which he or she is a candidate. 

 

(b) The State Executive Committee shall transmit to the Secretary of State a copy of the written statements 

accompanying the fees paid pursuant to subsections (1) and (2) of this section. All copies must be received by the 

Office of the Secretary of State by not later than 6:00 p.m. on the date of the qualifying deadline; provided, however, 

the failure of the Office of the Secretary of State to receive such copies by 6:00 p.m. on the date of the qualifying 

deadline shall not affect the qualification of a person who pays the required fee and files the required statement by 

5:00 p.m. on the date of the qualifying deadline. The name of any person who pays the required fee and files the 

required statement after 5:00 p.m. on the date of the qualifying deadline shall not be placed on the primary election 

ballot. 

 

(5) The secretary or circuit clerk to whom such payments are made shall promptly receipt for same stating the office 

for which such candidate making payment is running and the political party with which he or she is affiliated, and he 

or she shall keep an itemized account in detail showing the exact time and date of the receipt of each payment 

received by him or her and, where applicable, the date of the postmark on the envelope containing the fee and from 

whom, and for what office the party paying same is a candidate. 

 

(6) The secretaries of the proper executive committee shall hold said funds to be finally disposed of by order of their 

respective executive committees. Such funds may be used or disbursed by the executive committee receiving same 

to pay all necessary traveling or other necessary expenses of the members of the executive committee incurred in 

discharging their duties as committeemen, and of their secretary and may pay the secretary such salary as may be 

reasonable. 

 

(7) Upon receipt of the proper fee and all necessary information, the proper executive committee shall then 

determine whether each candidate is a qualified elector of the state, state district, county or county district which 

they seek to serve, and whether each candidate meets all other qualifications to hold the office he is seeking or 

presents absolute proof that he will, subject to no contingencies, meet all qualifications on or before the date of the 

general or special election at which he could be elected to office. The committee also shall determine whether any 

candidate has been convicted of any felony in a court of this state, or has been convicted on or after December 8, 

1992, of any offense in another state which is a felony under the laws of this state, or has been convicted of any 

felony in a federal court on or after December 8, 1992. Excepted from the above are convictions of manslaughter 

and violations of the United States Internal Revenue Code or any violations of the tax laws of this state unless the 

offense also involved misuse or abuse of his office or money coming into his hands by virtue of his office. If the 

proper executive committee finds that a candidate either (a) is not a qualified elector, (b) does not meet all 
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qualifications to hold the office he seeks and fails to provide absolute proof, subject to no contingencies, that he will 

meet the qualifications on or before the date of the general or special election at which he could be elected, or (c) 

has been convicted of a felony as described in this subsection, and not pardoned, then the name of such candidate 

shall not be placed upon the ballot. 

 

Where there is but one (1) candidate for each office contested at the primary election, the proper executive 

committee when the time has expired within which the names of candidates shall be furnished shall declare such 

candidates the nominees. 

 

(8) No candidate may qualify by filing the information required by this section by using the Internet. 

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-359 

(1) The ballot shall contain the names of all party nominees certified by the appropriate executive committee, and 

independent and special election candidates who have timely filed petitions containing the required signatures. A 

petition requesting that an independent or special election candidate's name be placed on the ballot for any office 

shall be filed as provided for in subsection (3) or (4) of this section, as appropriate, and shall be signed by not less 

than the following number of qualified electors: 

 

(a) For an office elected by the state at large, not less than one thousand (1,000) qualified electors. 

(b) For an office elected by the qualified electors of a Supreme Court district, not less than three hundred (300) 

qualified electors. 

(c) For an office elected by the qualified electors of a congressional district, not less than two hundred (200) qualified 

electors. 

(d) For an office elected by the qualified electors of a circuit or chancery court district, not less than one hundred 

(100) qualified electors. 

(e) For an office elected by the qualified electors of a senatorial or representative district, not less than fifty (50) 

qualified electors. 

(f) For an office elected by the qualified electors of a county, not less than fifty (50) qualified electors. 

(g) For an office elected by the qualified electors of a supervisors district or justice court district, not less than fifteen 

(15) qualified electors. 

 

(2) Unless the petition required above shall be filed as provided for in subsection (3) or (4) of this section, as 

appropriate, the name of the person requested to be a candidate, unless nominated by a political party, shall not be 

placed upon the ballot. The ballot shall contain the names of each candidate for each office, and such names shall be 

listed under the name of the political party such candidate represents as provided by law and as certified to the 

circuit clerk by the State Executive Committee of such political party. In the event such candidate qualifies as an 

independent as herein provided, he shall be listed on the ballot as an independent candidate. 

 

(3) Petitions for offices described in paragraphs (a), (b), (c) and (d) of subsection (1) of this section, and petitions for 

offices described in paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of this section for districts composed of more than one (1) 

county or parts of more than one (1) county, shall be filed with the State Board of Election Commissioners by no 

later than 5:00 p. m. on the same date by which candidates for nominations in the political party primary elections are 

required to pay the fee provided for in Section 23-15-297, Mississippi Code of 1972; however, no petition may be 

filed before January 1 of the year in which the election for the office is held. 

 

(4) Petitions for offices described in paragraphs (f) and (g) of subsection (1) of this section, and petitions for offices 
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described in paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of this section for districts composed of one (1) county or less, shall be 

filed with the proper circuit clerk by no later than 5:00 p.m. on the same date by which candidates for nominations in 

the political party elections are required to pay the fee provided for in Section 23-15-297; however, no petition may 

be filed before January 1 of the year in which the election for the office is held. The circuit clerk shall notify the 

county commissioners of election of all persons who have filed petitions with such clerk. Such notification shall occur 

within two (2) business days and shall contain all necessary information. 

 

(5) The commissioners may also have printed upon the ballot any local issue election matter that is authorized to be 

held on the same date as the regular or general election pursuant to Section 23-15-375; however, the ballot form of 

such local issue must be filed with the commissioners of election by the appropriate governing authority not less than 

sixty (60) days previous to the date of the election. 

 

(6) The provisions of this section shall not apply to municipal elections or to the election of the offices of justice of 

the Supreme Court, judge of the Court of Appeals, circuit judge, chancellor, county court judge and family court 

judge. 

 

(7) Nothing in this section shall prohibit special elections to fill vacancies in either house of the Legislature from being 

held as provided in Section 23-15-851. In all elections conducted under the provisions of Section 23- 15-851, the 

commissioner shall have printed on the ballot the name of any candidate who, not having been nominated by a 

political party, shall have been requested to be a candidate for any office by a petition filed with said commissioner by 

5:00 p.m. not less than ten (10) working days prior to the election, and signed by not less than fifty (50) qualified 

electors. 

 

(8) The appropriate election commission shall determine whether each candidate is a qualified elector of the state, 

state district, county or county district they seek to serve, and whether each candidate meets all other qualifications 

to hold the office he is seeking or presents absolute proof that he will, subject to no contingencies, meet all 

qualifications on or before the date of the general or special election at which he could be elected to office. The 

election commission also shall determine whether any candidate has been convicted of any felony in a court of this 

state, or has been convicted on or after December 8, 1992, of any offense in another state which is a felony under 

the laws of this state, or has been convicted of any felony in a federal court on or after December 8, 1992. Excepted 

from the above are convictions of manslaughter and violations of the United States Internal Revenue Code or any 

violations of the tax laws of this state, unless the offense also involved misuse or abuse of his office or money coming 

into his hands by virtue of his office. If the appropriate election commission finds that a candidate either (a) is not a 

qualified elector, (b) does not meet all qualifications to hold the office he seeks and fails to provide absolute proof, 

subject to no contingencies, that he will meet the qualifications on or before the date of the general or special 

election at which he could be elected, or (c) has been convicted of a felony as described in this subsection, and not 

pardoned, then the name of such candidate shall not be placed upon the ballot. 

 

(9) If after the deadline to qualify as a candidate for an office or after the time for holding any party primary for an 

office, there shall be only one (1) person who has duly qualified to be a candidate for the office in the general election, 

the name of such person shall be placed on the ballot; provided, however, that if there shall be not more than one (1) 

person duly qualified to be a candidate for each office on the general election ballot, the election for all offices on the 

ballot shall be dispensed with and the appropriate election commission shall declare each candidate elected without 

opposition if the candidate meets all the qualifications to hold the office as determined pursuant to a review by the 

commission in accordance with the provisions of subsection (8) of this section and if the candidate has filed all 

required campaign finance disclosure reports as required by Section 23-15-807. 

 

(10) The petition required by this section may not be filed by using the Internet. 

 

http://web2.westlaw.com/find/default.wl?vc=0&ordoc=17397913&rp=%2ffind%2fdefault.wl&DB=1000933&DocName=MSSTS23%2D15%2D297&FindType=L&AP=&fn=_top&rs=WLW8.07&mt=Westlaw&vr=2.0&sv=Split
http://web2.westlaw.com/find/default.wl?vc=0&ordoc=17397913&rp=%2ffind%2fdefault.wl&DB=1000933&DocName=MSSTS23%2D15%2D375&FindType=L&AP=&fn=_top&rs=WLW8.07&mt=Westlaw&vr=2.0&sv=Split
http://web2.westlaw.com/find/default.wl?vc=0&ordoc=17397913&rp=%2ffind%2fdefault.wl&DB=1000933&DocName=MSSTS23%2D15%2D851&FindType=L&AP=&fn=_top&rs=WLW8.07&mt=Westlaw&vr=2.0&sv=Split
http://web2.westlaw.com/find/default.wl?vc=0&ordoc=17397913&rp=%2ffind%2fdefault.wl&DB=1000933&DocName=MSSTS23%2D15%2D851&FindType=L&AP=&fn=_top&rs=WLW8.07&mt=Westlaw&vr=2.0&sv=Split
http://web2.westlaw.com/find/default.wl?vc=0&ordoc=17397913&rp=%2ffind%2fdefault.wl&DB=1000933&DocName=MSSTS23%2D15%2D807&FindType=L&AP=&fn=_top&rs=WLW8.07&mt=Westlaw&vr=2.0&sv=Split
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COUNTY BOARDS OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS  

Scope of Appointment and Duties  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-213 

At the general election in 1984 and every four (4) years thereafter there shall be elected five (5) commissioners of 

election for each county whose terms of office shall commence on the first Monday of January following their 

election and who shall serve for a term of four (4) years. Each of the commissioners, before acting, shall take and 

subscribe the oath of office prescribed by the Constitution and file the same in the office of the clerk of the chancery 

court, there to remain. While engaged in their duties, the commissioners shall be conservators of the peace in the 

county, with all the duties and powers of such. 

The qualified electors of each supervisors district shall elect, at the general election in 1984 and every four (4) years 

thereafter, in their district one (1) commissioner of election. No more than one (1) commissioner shall be a resident 

of and reside in each supervisors district of the county; it being the purpose of this section that the county board of 

election commissioners shall consist of one (1) person from each supervisors district of the county and that each 

such commissioner be elected from the supervisors district in which he resides. 

It shall be the duty of the chairman to have the official ballot printed and distributed at each general or special 

election. 

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-367(3)  

(3) It is the duty of the Secretary of State, with the approval of the Governor, to furnish the designated 

commissioner of each county a sample of the official ballot, not less than fifty-five (55) days prior to the election, the 

general form of which shall be followed as nearly as practicable.  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-601  

(1) When the result of the election shall have been ascertained by the managers they, or one (1) of their number, or 

some fit person designated by them, shall, by noon of the second day after the election, deliver to the commissioners 

of election, at the courthouse, a statement of the whole number of votes given for each person and for what office; 

and the commissioners of election shall canvass the returns, ascertain and declare the result, and, within ten (10) 

days after the day of the election, shall deliver a certificate of his election to the person having the greatest number 

of votes for representative in the Legislature of districts composed of one (1) county or less, or other county office, 

board of supervisors, justice court judge and constable. 

(2) The commissioners of election shall transmit to the Secretary of State, on such forms and by such methods as 

may be required by rules and regulations promulgated by the Secretary of State, a statement of the total number of 

votes cast in the county for each candidate for each office and the total number of votes cast for such candidates in 

each precinct in the district in which the candidate ran.  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-135  

The registration books of the several voting precincts of each county and the pollbooks heretofore in use shall be 

delivered to the registrar of the county, and they, together with the registration books and pollbooks hereafter made, 

shall be records of his office, and he shall carefully preserve the same as such; and after each election the pollbooks 

shall be speedily returned to the office of the registrar.  
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Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-215  

If there shall not be commissioners of election in any county, or if they fail to act, the duties prescribed for them shall 

be performed by the board of supervisors. In such case, the president of the board is charged with the duty of having 

the official ballot printed and distributed; and the managers of election shall make returns to the board, which shall 

canvass the returns, give certificates of election, and make report to the Secretary of State, in like manner as the 

commissioners of election are required to do.  

 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  

Scope of Appointment and Duties  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-193  

At the election in 1995, and every four (4) years thereafter, there shall be elected [é] members of the boards of 

supervisors [é] by the people at the general state election. All such officers shall hold their offices for a term of four 

(4) years, and until their successors are elected and qualified.  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-259  

The boards of supervisors of the several counties are authorized to allow compensation of the officers rendering 

services in matters of registration and elections, to provide ballot boxes, registration and pollbooks, and all other 

things required by law in registration and elections. Said boards are also authorized, by order spread upon the 

minutes of the board setting forth the cost and source of funds therefor, to purchase improved or unimproved 

property and to construct, reconstruct, repair, renovate and maintain polling places or to pay to private property 

owners reasonable rental fees when the property is used as a polling place for a period not to exceed the day 

immediately preceding the election, the day of the election, and the day immediately following the election and to 

allow such reasonable sum as may be expended in supplying voting compartments, tables or shelves for use at 

elections.  

All facilities owned or leased by the state, county, municipality or school district may be made available at no cost to 

the board of supervisors for use as polling places to such extent as may be agreed to by the authority having control 

or custody of such facilities.  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-285 

The board of supervisors shall cause an entry to be made on the minutes of the board at some meeting, as early as 

convenient, defining the boundaries of the several supervisors districts and voting precincts in the county, and 

designating the voting place in each voting precinct; and as soon as practicable after any alteration shall have been 

made in any supervisors district or voting precinct, or any voting place changed, shall cause such alteration or change 

to be entered on the minutes of the board in such manner as to be easily understood; provided, however, that no 

voting precinct shall have more than five hundred (500) qualified electors residing in its boundaries and the board of 

supervisors of the various counties of this state shall as soon as practical after the effective date of this section, alter 

or change the boundaries of the various voting precincts to comply herewith and shall from time to time make such 

alterations or changes in the boundaries of voting precincts so that there shall never be more than five hundred (500) 

qualified electors within the boundaries of the various voting precincts of this state; provided further, this limitation 

shall not apply wherein voting precincts are so divided, alphabetically or otherwise, so as to have less than five 

hundred (500) qualified electors in any one (1) box within a voting precinct; provided, however, that the limitation of 

five hundred (500) qualified electors to the voting precinct shall not apply wherein voting machines are used at all 

elections held in any voting precinct; but no alteration of any supervisor's district or voting precinct shall take effect 
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within two (2) months before an election to be held in the district or voting precinct. Provided, however, that, with 

the exception of county lines and municipal corporate limits, such altered boundaries shall conform to visible natural 

or artificial boundaries such as streets, highways, railroads, rivers, lakes, bayous or other obvious lines of 

demarcation. 

 

ELECTION MANAGERS, A/K/A POLL WORKERS  

Scope of Appointment and Duties  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-231  

Prior to every election, the commissioners of election shall appoint three (3) persons for each voting precinct to be 

managers of the election, one (1) of whom shall be designated by the commissioners of election as election bailiff. 

Such managers shall not all be of the same political party if suitable persons of different political parties can be found 

in the district. If any person appointed shall fail to attend and serve, the managers present, if any, may designate 

someone to fill his place; and if the commissioners of election fail to make the appointments or in case of the failure 

of all those appointed to attend and serve, any three (3) qualified electors present when the polls should be opened 

may act as managers. Provided, however, any person appointed to be manager or act as manager shall be a qualified 

elector of the county in which the polling place is located.  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-233  

The managers shall take care that the election is conducted fairly and agreeably to law, and they shall be judges of the 

qualifications of electors, and may examine, on oath, any person duly registered and offering to vote touching his 

qualifications as an elector, which oath any of the managers may administer.  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-235  

In addition to the managers appointed pursuant to Section 23-15-231, for the first five hundred (500) registered 

voters in each voting precinct, the commissioners of election may, in their discretion, appoint not more than three (3) 

persons to serve as managers or clerks of the election. The commissioners of election may, in their discretion, 

appoint three (3) additional persons to serve as clerks for each one thousand (1,000) registered voters or fraction 

thereof in each voting precinct above the first five hundred (500). Any person appointed as clerk shall be a qualified 

elector of the county in which the voting precinct is located.  

Primary Elections  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-265  

(1) The county executive committee of each county shall meet not less than two (2) weeks before the date of any 

primary election and appoint the managers and clerks for same, all of whom may be members of the same political 

party. The number of managers and clerks appointed by the county executive committee shall be the same number 

as commissioners of election are allowed to appoint pursuant to Sections 23-15-231 and 23-15-235. If the county 

executive committee fails to meet on the date named, supra, further notice shall be given of the time and place of 

meeting.  
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TRAINING COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSIONERS AND POLL WORKERS  

Election Managers  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-239  

(1) The executive committee of each county, in the case of a primary election, or the commissioners of election of 

each county, in the case of all other elections, in conjunction with the circuit clerk, shall sponsor and conduct, not 

less than five (5) days prior to each election, training sessions to instruct managers as to their duties in the proper 

administration of the election and the operation of the polling place. No manager shall serve in any election unless he 

has received such instructions once during the twelve (12) months immediately preceding the date upon which such 

election is held; however, nothing in this section shall prevent the appointment of an alternate manager to fill a 

vacancy in case of an emergency. The county executive committee or the commissioners of election, as appropriate, 

shall train a sufficient number of alternates to serve in the event a manager is unable to serve for any reason.  

Miss. 2008 Session Laws, 2008 Reg. Sess., ch. 528, S.B. 2910, § 8 (2008), to be codified at Miss. Code Ann. §23-15-239 

(7) The Secretary of State shall develop, in conjunction with the state board for community and junior colleges: 

(a) A computer skills training course for all newly elected circuit clerks that shall be completed within one 

hundred eighty (180) days of the commencement of their term of office; and  

(b) A computer skills refresher course for all serving circuit clerks that shall be completed within one 

hundred eighty (180) days of the commencement of every odd-numbered term of service.  

(b) The executive committee of each county, in the case of a primary election, or the commissioners of 

election of each county, in the case of all other elections, in conjunction with the circuit clerk, shall sponsor 

and conduct annually an eight-hour training course for managers that meets criteria that the Secretary of 

State shall prescribe. managers shall be required to attend this course every four (4) years from the effective 

date of this act. the secretary of state shall develop a version of the course that may be taken by managers 

over the internet. training courses, including, but not limited to, online training courses, that meet criteria 

prescribed by the Secretary of State and are not sponsored or conducted by the executive committee or the 

commissioners of election, may be utilized to meet the requirements of this paragraph if the training course 

is approved by the Secretary of State.  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-211(6) 

(2) The board of supervisors of each county shall pay members of the county election commission for attending 

training events a per diem in the amount provided in Section 23-15-153; however, except as otherwise provided in 

this section, the per diem shall not be paid to an election commissioner for more than twelve (12) days of training 

per year and shall only be paid to election commissioners who actually attend and complete a training event and 

obtain a training certificate. 

(3) Included in this twelve (12) days shall be an elections seminar, conducted and sponsored by the Secretary of State. 

Election commissioners and chairpersons of each political party executive committee, or their designee, shall be 

required to attend. 

(4) Each participant shall receive a certificate from the Secretary of State indicating that the named participant has 

received the elections training seminar instruction and that each participant is fully qualified to conduct an election. 

Commissioners of election shall annually file the certificate with the chancery clerk. If any commissioner of election 

shall fail to file the certificate by April 30 of each year, his office shall be vacated, absent exigent circumstances as 

determined by the board of supervisors and consistent with the facts. The vacancy shall be declared by the board of 
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supervisors and the vacancy shall be filled in the manner described by law. Prior to declaring the office vacant, the 

board of supervisors shall give the election commissioner notice and the opportunity for a hearing. 

(6) The Secretary of State shall develop a single, comprehensive poll worker training program to assist local election 

officials in providing uniform, secure elections throughout the state. The program shall include, at a minimum, training 

on all state and federal election laws and procedures.  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-417  

At least twenty-one (21) days before each election, the officials in charge of the elections shall appoint one or more 

persons to instruct the managers and clerks that are to serve in a voting precinct in the use of the machine, and in 

their duties in connection therewith; and he shall give to each manager and clerk, who has received such instruction 

and is fully qualified to properly conduct the election with the machine, a certificate to that effect. For the purpose of 

giving such instruction, the person or persons appointed as instructors shall call such meeting or meetings of the 

managers and clerks as shall be necessary. Such person shall, within five (5) days, file a report with the officials in 

charge of the elections, stating that he has instructed the managers and clerks, giving the names of such officers, and 

the time and place where such instruction was given. The managers and clerks of each voting precinct in which a 

voting machine is to be used shall attend such meeting, or meetings, as shall be called for the purpose of receiving 

such instruction concerning their duties as shall be necessary for the proper conduct of the election with the 

machine. No manager or clerk shall serve in any election at which a voting machine is used, unless he shall have 

received such instruction and is fully qualified to perform the duties in connection with the machine, and has received 

a certificate to that effect, provided, however, that this shall not prevent the appointment of a person as a manager 

or clerk to fill a vacancy in an emergency.  

County Election Commissioners  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-211  

(1) There shall be a State Board of Election Commissioners to consist of the Governor, the Secretary of State and 

the Attorney General, any two (2) of whom may perform the duties required of the board; a board of election 

commissioners in each county to consist of five (5) persons who are electors in the county in which they are to act; 

and a registrar in each county who shall be the clerk of the circuit court, unless he shall be shown to be an improper 

person to register the names of the electors therein. 

(2) The board of supervisors of each county shall pay members of the county election commission for attending 

training events a per diem in the amount provided in Section 23-15-153; however, except as otherwise provided in 

this section, the per diem shall not be paid to an election commissioner for more than twelve (12) days of training 

per year and shall only be paid to election commissioners who actually attend and complete a training event and 

obtain a training certificate.  

(3) Included in this twelve (12) days shall be an elections seminar, conducted and sponsored by the Secretary of State. 

Election commissioners and chairpersons of each political party executive committee, or their designee, shall be 

required to attend.  

(4) Each participant shall receive a certificate from the Secretary of State indicating that the named participant has 

received the elections training seminar instruction and that each participant is fully qualified to conduct an election. 

Commissioners of election shall annually file the certificate with the chancery clerk. If any commissioner of election 

shall fail to file the certificate by April 30 of each year, his office shall be vacated, absent exigent circumstances as 

determined by the board of supervisors and consistent with the facts. The vacancy shall be declared by the board of 

supervisors and the vacancy shall be filled in the manner described by law. Prior to declaring the office vacant, the 

board of supervisors shall give the election commissioner notice and the opportunity for a hearing.  
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(5) The Secretary of State, upon approval of the board of supervisors, may authorize not more than eight (8) 

additional training days per year for commissioners of election in one or more counties. The board of supervisors of 

each county shall pay members of the county election commission for attending training on these days a per diem in 

the amount provided in Section 23-15-153.  

(6) The Secretary of State shall develop a single, comprehensive poll worker training program to assist local election 

officials in providing uniform, secure elections throughout the state. The program shall include, at a minimum, training 

on all state and federal election laws and procedures.  

Circuit Clerks  

Miss. 2008 Session Laws, 2008 Reg. Sess., ch. 528, S.B. 2910, § 3 (2008), to be codified at Miss. Code Ann. §23-15-211. 

(7) The Secretary of State shall develop, in conjunction with the state board for community and junior colleges: 

(a) A computer skills training course for all newly elected circuit clerks that shall be completed within one 

hundred eighty (180) days of the commencement of their term of office; and  

(b) A computer skills refresher course for all serving circuit clerks that shall be completed within one 

hundred eighty (180) days of the commencement of every odd-numbered term of service.  

(b) The executive committee of each county, in the case of a primary election, or the commissioners of 

election of each county, in the case of all other elections, in conjunction with the circuit clerk, shall sponsor 

and conduct annually an eight-hour training course for managers that meets criteria that the secretary of 

state shall prescribe. managers shall be required to attend this course every four (4) years from the effective 

date of this act. the secretary of state shall develop a version of the course that may be taken by managers 

over the internet. training courses, including, but not limited to, online training courses, that meet criteria 

prescribed by the Secretary of State and are not sponsored or conducted by the executive committee or the 

commissioners of election, may be utilized to meet the requirements of this paragraph if the training course 

is approved by the Secretary of State.  

VOTER REGISTRATION  

INFORMATION FOR REGISTRANTS  

Eligibility  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-11  

Miss. 2008 Session Laws, 2008 Reg. Sess., ch. 442, H.B. 104, § 10 (2008), to be codified at Miss. Code Ann. §23-15-11  

SECTION 10. Section 23-15-11, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 

23-15-11. Every inhabitant of this state, except PERSONS ADJUDICATED TO BE NON COMPOS MENTIS, who is a 

citizen of the United States of America, eighteen (18) years old and upwards, who has resided in this state for thirty 

(30) days and for thirty (30) days in the county in which he SEEKS to vote, and for thirty (30) days in the 

incorporated MUNICIPALITY in which he SEEKS to vote, and who HAS been duly registered as an elector UNDER 

Section 23-15-33, and who has never been convicted of any crime listed in Section 241, Mississippi Constitution of 

1890, shall be a qualified elector in and for the county, municipality and voting precinct of his residence, and shall be 

entitled to vote at any election. Any person who will be eighteen (18) years of age or older on or before the date of 

the general election and who is duly registered to vote not less than thirty (30) days BEFORE the primary election 

associated with THE general election, may vote in THE primary election even though THE person has not reached 
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his or her eighteenth birthday at the time THAT THE person SEEKS to vote at THE primary election. No others 

than those SPECIFIED IN THIS SECTION shall be entitled, or shall be allowed, to vote at any election.  

Miss. Const. § 241  

Every inhabitant of this state, except idiots and insane persons, who is a citizen of the United States of America, 

eighteen (18) years old and upward, who has been a resident of this state for one (1) year, and for one (1) year in the 

county in which he offers to vote, and for six (6) months in the election precinct or in the incorporated city or town 

in which he offers to vote, and who is duly registered as provided in this article, and who has never been convicted of 

murder, rape, bribery, theft, arson, obtaining money or goods under false pretense, perjury, forgery, embezzlement 

or bigamy, is declared to be a qualified elector, except that he shall be qualified to vote for President and Vice 

President of the United States if he meets the requirements established by Congress therefor and is otherwise a 

qualified elector.  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-11 

Every inhabitant of this state, except idiots and insane persons, who is a citizen of the United States of America, 

eighteen (18) years old and upwards, who has resided in this state for thirty (30) days and for thirty (30) days in the 

county in which he offers to vote, and for thirty (30) days in the incorporated city or town in which he offers to vote, 

and who shall have been duly registered as an elector pursuant to Section 23-15-33, and who has never been 

convicted of any crime listed in Section 241, Mississippi Constitution of 1890, shall be a qualified elector in and for 

the county, municipality and voting precinct of his residence, and shall be entitled to vote at any election. Any person 

who will be eighteen (18) years of age or older on or before the date of the general election and who is duly 

registered to vote not less than thirty (30) days prior to the primary election associated with such general election, 

may vote in such primary election even though such person has not reached his or her eighteenth birthday at the 

time such person offers to vote at such primary election. No others than those above included shall be entitled, or 

shall be allowed, to vote at any election. 

Garner v. State of Miss. Democratic Executive Comm., 956 So.2d 906 , 909 (Miss. 2007) For election 

purposes, residence and domicile are synonymous.  In election matters a personõs domicile has been defined as the 

place òwhere he has his true, fixed, permanent home and principle establishment, and to which whenever he is 

absent, he has the intention of returning é A domicile continues until another is acquired; before a domicile can be 

considered lost or changed, a new domicile must be acquired by removal to a new locality with intent to remain 

there, and the old domicile must be abandoned without intent to return thereto.ó (quoting Smith v. Deere, 16 So.2d 

33, 34 (Miss. 1943) (internal citations omitted)).  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-13 

An elector who moves from one ward or voting precinct to another ward within the same municipality or voting 

precinct within the same county shall not be disqualified to vote, but he or she shall be entitled to have his or her 

registration transferred to his or her new ward or voting precinct upon making written request therefor at any time 

up to thirty (30) days prior to the election at which he or she offers to vote, and if the removal occurs within thirty 

(30) days of such election he or she shall be entitled to vote in his or her new ward or voting precinct by affidavit 

ballot as provided in Section 23-15-573.  

Miss. Const. § 241  

Every inhabitant of this state, except idiots and insane persons, who is a citizen of the United States of America, 

eighteen (18) years old and upward, who has been a resident of this state for one (1) year, and for one (1) year in the 

county in which he offers to vote, and for six (6) months in the election precinct or in the incorporated city or town 

in which he offers to vote, and who is duly registered as provided in this article, and who has never been convicted of 

murder, rape, bribery, theft, arson, obtaining money or goods under false pretense, perjury, forgery, embezzlement 

http://web2.westlaw.com/find/default.wl?vc=0&ordoc=10139224&rp=%2ffind%2fdefault.wl&DB=1000933&DocName=MSSTS23%2D15%2D33&FindType=L&AP=&fn=_top&rs=WLW8.07&mt=Westlaw&vr=2.0&sv=Split
http://web2.westlaw.com/find/default.wl?vc=0&ordoc=10139224&rp=%2ffind%2fdefault.wl&DB=1000933&DocName=MSCNART12S241&FindType=L&AP=&fn=_top&rs=WLW8.07&mt=Westlaw&vr=2.0&sv=Split
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or bigamy, is declared to be a qualified elector, except that he shall be qualified to vote for President and Vice 

President of the United States if he meets the requirements established by Congress therefor and is otherwise a 

qualified elector.  

Miss. Code Ann. § 47-1-63 

No person shall be deemed to be a resident of a county solely because of being incarcerated in a facility under the 

jurisdiction of the Department of Corrections that is located in such county.  

Op. Attõy Gen., No. 2000-0644, Scott (October 27, 2000)  (ò[A]n inmate housed in a jail or other local 

detention facility may not use that facility or jail as his residence for voter registration purposes é [A]n inmate who 

has not been convicted of a crime that disqualifies him from voting, may register by mail in the county in which he 

resided immediately prior to his incarceration.ó)  

Op. Attõy Gen., No. 97-0109, Willis (March 21, 1997)  (The following felony convictions will disqualify a voter 

from voting: 1) arson; 2) bribery; 3) bigamy; 4) embezzlement; 5) obtaining money or goods under false pretense; 6) 

forgery; 7) murder; 8) perjury; 9) rape; 10) theft (including grand larceny and motor vehicle theft); and 11) òbad 

checks.ó  In contrast, the following crimes do not disqualify a voter from voting: 1) armed robbery; 2) aggravated 

assault; 3) assault; 4) food stamp fraud; 5) burglary; 6) DUI ð felony; 7) manslaughter; 8) receiving stolen property; 9) 

robbery; 10) shoplifiting; and 11) uttering forgery.)  

Miss. Code Ann. § 47-7-41 

When a probationer shall be discharged from probation by the court of original jurisdiction, the field supervisor, 

upon receiving a written request from the probationer, shall forward a written report of the record of the 

probationer to the Division of Community Corrections of the department, which shall present a copy of this report 

to the Governor. The Governor may, in his discretion, at any time thereafter by appropriate executive order restore 

any civil rights lost by the probationer by virtue of his conviction or plea of guilty in the court of original jurisdiction.  

Miss. Const. § 253 

The legislature may, by a two-thirds vote of both houses, of all members elected, restore the right of suffrage to any 

person disqualified by reason of crime; but the reasons therefor shall be spread upon the journals, and the vote shall 

be by yeas and nays.  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-675 

Any absent voter, as defined in Section 23-15-673, who is otherwise qualified, may, upon compliance with the 

provisions of this subarticle, vote in any elections which are held in his voting precinct when he is absent for the 

reasons set forth in this subarticle. 

 

Basis of Ineligibility  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-11  

Every inhabitant of this state, except idiots and insane persons, who is a citizen of the United States of America, 

eighteen (18) years old and upwards, who has resided in this state for thirty (30) days and for thirty (30) days in the 

county in which he offers to vote, and for thirty (30) days in the incorporated city or town in which he offers to vote, 
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and who shall have been duly registered as an elector pursuant to Section 23-15-33, and who has never been 

convicted of any crime listed in Section 241, Mississippi Constitution of 1890, shall be a qualified elector in and for 

the county, municipality and voting precinct of his residence, and shall be entitled to vote at any election.  

Miss. 2008 Session Laws, 2008 Reg. Sess., ch. 442, H.B. 104, § 10 (2008), to be codified at Miss. Code Ann. §23-15-11  

SECTION 10. Section 23-15-11, Mississippi Code of 1972, is amended as follows: 

23-15-11. Every inhabitant of this state, except PERSONS ADJUDICATED TO BE NON COMPOS MENTIS, who is a 

citizen of the United States of America, eighteen (18) years old and upwards, who has resided in this state for thirty 

(30) days and for thirty (30) days in the county in which he SEEKS to vote, and for thirty (30) days in the 

incorporated MUNICIPALITY in which he SEEKS to vote, and who HAS been duly registered as an elector UNDER 

Section 23-15-33, and who has never been convicted of any crime listed in Section 241, Mississippi Constitution of 

1890, shall be a qualified elector in and for the county, municipality and voting precinct of his residence, and shall be 

entitled to vote at any election. Any person who will be eighteen (18) years of age or older on or before the date of 

the general election and who is duly registered to vote not less than thirty (30) days BEFORE the primary election 

associated with THE general election, may vote in THE primary election even though THE person has not reached 

his or her eighteenth birthday at the time THAT THE person SEEKS to vote at THE primary election. No others 

than those SPECIFIED IN THIS SECTION shall be entitled, or shall be allowed, to vote at any election. 

Miss. Const. § 241  

Every inhabitant of this state, except idiots and insane persons, who is a citizen of the United States of America, 

eighteen (18) years old and upward, who has been a resident of this state for one (1) year, and for one (1) year in the 

county in which he offers to vote, and for six (6) months in the election precinct or in the incorporated city or town 

in which he offers to vote, and who is duly registered as provided in this article, and who has never been convicted of 

murder, rape, bribery, theft, arson, obtaining money or goods under false pretense, perjury, forgery, embezzlement 

or bigamy, is declared to be a qualified elector, except that he shall be qualified to vote for President and Vice 

President of the United States if he meets the requirements established by Congress therefor and is otherwise a 

qualified elector. 

  

Qualifications Needed in Order to Vote  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-11  

Every inhabitant of this state, except idiots and insane persons, who is a citizen of the United States of America, 

eighteen (18) years old and upwards, who has resided in this state for thirty (30) days and for thirty (30) days in the 

county in which he offers to vote, and for thirty (30) days in the incorporated city or town in which he offers to vote, 

and who shall have been duly registered as an elector pursuant to Section 23-15-33, and who has never been 

convicted of any crime listed in Section 241, Mississippi Constitution of 1890, shall be a qualified elector in and for 

the county, municipality and voting precinct of his residence, and shall be entitled to vote at any election. Any person 

who will be eighteen (18) years of age or older on or before the date of the general election and who is duly 

registered to vote not less than thirty (30) days prior to the primary election associated with such general election, 

may vote in such primary election even though such person has not reached his or her eighteenth birthday at the 

time such person offers to vote at such primary election. No others than those above included shall be entitled, or 

shall be allowed, to vote at any election.  
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Registration for P ublic School Students  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-37(5)(a) 

(5) (a) In the fall and spring of each year the registrar of each county shall furnish all public schools with mail-in voter 

registration applications. Such applications shall be provided in a reasonable time to enable those students who will 

be eighteen (18) years of age before a general election to be able to vote in the primary and general elections. 

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-37(5)(b) 

(5) (b) Each public school district shall permit access to all public schools of this state for the registrar or his deputy 

for the purpose of registration of persons eligible to vote and for providing voter education. 

 

Requesting Registration Application  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-47 

(1) Any person who is qualified to register to vote in the State of Mississippi may register to vote by mail-in 

application in the manner prescribed in this section. 

(2) The following procedure shall be used in the registration of electors by mail: 

(a) Any qualified elector may register to vote by mailing or delivering a completed mail-in application to his 

county registrar at least thirty (30) days prior to any election. The postmark date of a mailed application shall 

be the date of registration. 

Miss. Code. Ann. § 23-15-677 

All absent voters as defined in Section 23-15-673(1) and (2) may use a duly executed federal postcard application (as 

provided for in the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act, 42 USCS 1973 ff et seq.) to request a 

ballot or to register to vote, or to do both simultaneously.  

 

Submitting Registration Applications  

Miss. Code Ann. §23-15-47(2)(a)  

(2) The following procedure shall be used in the registration of electors by mail: 

(a) Any qualified elector may register to vote by mailing or delivering a completed mail-in application to his 

county registrar at least thirty (30) days prior to any election. The postmark date of a mailed application shall 

be the date of registration.  
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Miss. Code Ann. §23-15-37(1), (2) 

(1) The registrar shall keep his books open at his office and shall register the electors of his county at any time during 

regular office hours. 

(2) The registrar may keep his office open for registration of voters from 8:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m., including the noon 

hour, for the five (5) business days immediately preceding the thirtieth day prior to any regularly scheduled primary 

or general election. The registrar may also keep his office open from 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on the Saturday 

immediately preceding the thirtieth day prior to any regularly scheduled primary or general election.  

Op. Atty. Gen. No. 96 -0657, Carter, Sept. 19, 1996 .  In that opinion, the Office of the Attorney General noted 

that Section 23-15-47 does not prohibit a qualified elector from authorizing a third person to mail or deliver his or 

her completed mail-in voter registration form.  

Processing Applications  

Miss. Code Ann. §23-15-47(2)(b)  

(2) The following procedure shall be used in the registration of electors by mail: 

(b) Upon receipt of a mail-in application, the county registrar shall stamp the application with the date of 

receipt, and shall verify the application by contacting the applicant by telephone, by personal contact with the 

applicant, or by any other method approved by the Secretary of State. Within twenty-five (25) days of receipt 

of a mail-in application, the county registrar shall complete action on the application, including any attempts 

to notify the applicant of the status of his application.  

Miss. Code Ann. §23-15-41 

(1) When an applicant to register to vote has completed the application form as prescribed by administrative rule, 

the registrar shall enter the Statewide Elections Management System voter record where the voter status will be 

marked "ACTIVE", "PENDING" or "REJECTED" and the applicant shall be entitled to register upon his request for 

registration made in person to the registrar, or deputy registrar if a deputy registrar has been appointed. No person 

other than the registrar, or a deputy registrar, shall register any applicant. 

(2) If an applicant is not qualified to register to vote, then the registrar shall enter the Statewide Elections 

Management System voter record where the voter's status shall be marked "PENDING" or "REJECTED", specify the 

reason or reasons therefor, and notify the election commission of those rejected.  

Miss. Code. Ann. § 23-15-45 

In the event that registration is denied pending automatic review by the county election commissioners, the registrar 

shall immediately inform the applicant that the registration is denied and advise the applicant of the date, time and 

place of the next meeting of the county election commissioners, at which time the applicant may present such 

evidence either in person or in writing as he deems pertinent to the question of residency.  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-47(2)(b)  

(2) The following procedure shall be used in the registration of electors by mail: 

(b) Upon receipt of a mail-in application, the county registrar shall stamp the application with the date of 

receipt, and shall verify the application by contacting the applicant by telephone, by personal contact with the 
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applicant, or by any other method approved by the Secretary of State. Within twenty-five (25) days of receipt 

of a mail-in application, the county registrar shall complete action on the application, including any attempts 

to notify the applicant of the status of his application.  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-47(2)(d)(vi)  

(2) The following procedure shall be used in the registration of electors by mail: 

(d) A mail-in application shall be rejected for any of the following reasons: 

(vi) The county registrar is unable to verify the application pursuant to subsection (2)(b) of this 

section.  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-47(2)(e) 

(2) The following procedure shall be used in the registration of electors by mail: 

(e) If the mail-in application of a person is subject to rejection for any of the reasons set forth in paragraph 

(d)(i) through (iii) of this subsection, and it appears to the registrar that the defect or omission is of such a 

minor nature and that any necessary additional information may be supplied by the applicant over the 

telephone or by further correspondence, the registrar may write or call the applicant at the telephone 

number provided on the application. If the registrar is able to contact the applicant by mail or telephone, he 

shall attempt to ascertain the necessary information and if this information is sufficient for the registrar to 

complete the application, the applicant shall be registered. If the necessary information cannot be obtained by 

mail or telephone or is not sufficient, the registrar shall give the applicant written notice of the rejection and 

provide the reason for the rejection. The registrar shall further inform the applicant that he has a right to 

attempt to register by appearing in person or by filing another mail-in application.  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-47(2)(d)(iii) through (v)  

(2) The following procedure shall be used in the registration of electors by mail: 

(d) A mail-in application shall be rejected for any of the following reasons: 

(iii) The county registrar is unable to determine, from the address and information stated on the 

application, the precinct in which the voter should be assigned or the supervisor district in which he 

is entitled to vote; (iv) The applicant is not qualified to register to vote pursuant to Section 23-15-11; 

(v) The registrar determines that the applicant is registered as a qualified elector of the county;  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-39(5) 

(5) The county registrar shall provide to the person making the application a copy of the application upon which has 

been written the county voting precinct and municipal voting precinct, if any, in which the person shall vote. Upon 

entry of the voter registration information into the Statewide Elections Management System, the system shall assign a 

voter registration number to the person.  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-35(4)  

(4) The receipt of a copy of the application for registration sent pursuant to Section 23-15-39(3) shall be sufficient to 

allow the applicant to be registered as an elector in the municipality, provided that such application is not challenged 

as provided for therein.  
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Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-47(2)(c) 

(2) The following procedure shall be used in the registration of electors by mail: 

(c) If the county registrar determines that the applicant is qualified and his application is legible and complete, he shall 

mail the applicant written notification that the application has been approved, specifying the county voting precinct, 

municipal voting precinct, if any, polling place and supervisor district in which the person shall vote. This written 

notification of approval containing the specified information shall be the voter's registration card. The registration 

cards shall be provided by the county registrar. Upon entry of the voter registration information into the Statewide 

Elections Management System, the system shall assign a voter registration number to the person. The assigned voter 

registration number shall be clearly shown on the written notification of approval. In mailing the written notification, 

the county registrar shall note the following on the envelope: "DO NOT FORWARD". If any registration notification 

form is returned as undeliverable, the voter's registration shall be void.  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-47(2)(e)  

(2) The following procedure shall be used in the registration of electors by mail: 

(e) If the mail-in application of a person is subject to rejection for any of the reasons set forth in paragraph 

(d)(i) through (iii) of this subsection, and it appears to the registrar that the defect or omission is of such a 

minor nature and that any necessary additional information may be supplied by the applicant over the 

telephone or by further correspondence, the registrar may write or call the applicant at the telephone 

number provided on the application. If the registrar is able to contact the applicant by mail or telephone, he 

shall attempt to ascertain the necessary information and if this information is sufficient for the registrar to 

complete the application, the applicant shall be registered. If the necessary information cannot be obtained by 

mail or telephone or is not sufficient, the registrar shall give the applicant written notice of the rejection and 

provide the reason for the rejection. The registrar shall further inform the applicant that he has a right to 

attempt to register by appearing in person or by filing another mail-in application.  

Appeal Process  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-61  

Any person denied the right to register as a voter may appeal from the decision of the registrar to the board of 

election commissioners by filing with the registrar, on the same day of such denial or within five (5) days thereafter, a 

written application for appeal.  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-69  

All cases on appeal shall be heard by the boards of election commissioners de novo, and oral and documentary 

evidence may be heard by them; and they are authorized to administer oaths to witnesses before them; and they 

have power to subpoena witnesses, and to compel their attendance; to send for persons and papers; to require the 

sheriff and constables to attend them and to execute their process. The decisions of the commissioners in all cases 

shall be final as to questions of fact, but as to matters of law they may be revised by circuit courts and the Supreme 

Court. The registrar shall obey the orders of the commissioners in directing a person to be registered, or a name to 

be stricken from the registration books.  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-63   

Any elector of the county may likewise appeal from the decision of the registrar allowing any other person to be 

registered as a voter; but before the same can be heard, the party appealing shall give notice to the person whose 
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registration is appealed from, in writing, stating the grounds of the appeal. Said notice shall be served by the sheriff or 

a constable, as process in other courts is required to be served; and the officer may demand and receive for such 

service, from the person requesting the same, the sum of One Dollar ($1.00).  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-65  

The board of commissioners shall meet at the courthouse of its county on the second Monday in September 

preceding any general election, and shall remain in session from day to day, so long as business may require. Three (3) 

commissioners shall constitute a quorum to do business; but the concurrence of at least three (3) commissioners 

shall be necessary in all cases for the rendition of a decision. The commissioners shall hear and determine all appeals 

from the decisions of the registrar of their county, allowing or refusing the applications of electors to be registered; 

and they shall correct illegal or improper registrations, and shall secure the elective franchise, as effected by 

registration, to those who may be illegally or improperly denied the same.  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-69  

The decisions of the commissioners in all cases shall be final as to questions of fact, but as to matters of law they may 

be revised by circuit courts and the Supreme Court. The registrar shall obey the orders of the commissioners in 

directing a person to be registered, or a name to be stricken from the registration books.  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-71  

Any elector aggrieved by the decision of the commissioners shall have the right to file a bill of exceptions thereto, to 

be approved and signed by the commissioners, embodying the evidence in the case and the findings of the 

commissioners, within two (2) days after the rendition of the decision, and may thereupon appeal to the circuit court 

upon the execution of a bond, with two (2) or more sufficient sureties to be approved by the commissioners, in the 

sum of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00), payable to the state, and conditioned to pay all costs in case the appeal shall 

not be successfully prosecuted; and in case the decision of the commissioners be affirmed, judgment shall be entered 

on the bond for all costs.  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-73  

It shall be the duty of the commissioners, in case of appeal from their decision, to return the bill of exceptions and 

the appeal bond into the circuit court of the county within five (5) days after the filing of the same with them; and the 

circuit courts shall have jurisdiction to hear and determine such appeals.  

Lippian v. Ros, 175 So.2d 138, 143 (Miss. 1965)  ("We hold that any person wrongfully denied the right to 

register as a voter and who appeals to secure that right is entitled to register and that this registration will be 

effective as of the date that such person made a proper application to register.")  

Change of Residence and/or Name  

Op. Atty. Gen. No. 2001 -0026, Bowman, Jan. 26, 2001 ("We are of the opinion that, as a minimum 

requirement, a qualified elector of the county who moves within the corporate limits of a municipality within that 

county must file a change of address form with the county registrar who could then provide necessary information to 

the municipal registrar who could then approve or disapprove the registration in accordance with Section 23-15-41. 

Alternatively, the voter could complete and file a new registration form with either the county registrar or the 

municipal registrar.") 
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Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-39  

(1) Applications for registration as electors of this state, which are sworn to and subscribed before the registrar or 

deputy registrar authorized by law and which are not made by mail, shall be made upon a form established by rule 

duly adopted by the Secretary of State.  

(2) The boards of supervisors shall make proper allowances for office supplies reasonably necessitated by the 

registration of county electors.  

(3) If the applicant indicates on the application that he resides within the city limits of a city or town in the county of 

registration, the county registrar shall process the application for registration or changes to the registration as 

provided by law.  

(4) If the applicant indicates on the application that he has previously registered to vote in another county of this 

state or another state, notice to the voter's previous county of registration in this state shall be provided by the 

Statewide Elections Management System. If the voter's previous place of registration was in another state, notice shall 

be provided to the voter's previous state of residence if the Statewide Elections Management System has that 

capability.  

(5) The county registrar shall provide to the person making the application a copy of the application upon which has 

been written the county voting precinct and municipal voting precinct, if any, in which the person shall vote. Upon 

entry of the voter registration information into the Statewide Elections Management System, the system shall assign a 

voter registration number to the person.  

(6) Any person desiring an application for registration may secure an application from the registrar of the county of 

which he is a resident and may take the application with him and secure assistance in completing the application from 

any person of the applicant's choice. It shall be the duty of all registrars to furnish applications for registration to all 

persons requesting them, and it shall likewise be his duty to furnish aid and assistance in the completing of the 

application when requested by an applicant. The application for registration shall be sworn to and subscribed before 

the registrar or deputy registrar at the municipal clerk's office, the county registrar's office or any other location 

where the applicant is allowed to register to vote. No fee or cost shall be charged the applicant by the registrar for 

accepting the application or administering the oath or for any other duty imposed by law regarding the registration of 

electors.  

(7) If the person making the application is unable to read or write, for reason of disability or otherwise, he shall not 

be required to personally complete the application in writing and execute the oath. In such cases, the registrar or 

deputy registrar shall read to the person the application and oath and the person's answers thereto shall be recorded 

by the registrar or his deputy. The person shall be registered as an elector if he otherwise meets the requirements to 

be registered as an elector. The registrar shall record the responses of the person and the recorded responses shall 

be retained permanently by the registrar. The registrar shall enter the voter registration information into the 

Statewide Elections Management System and designate the entry as an assisted filing.  

(8) The receipt of a copy of the application for registration sent pursuant to Section 23-15-35(2) shall be sufficient to 

allow the applicant to be registered as an elector of this state, if the application is not challenged.  

(9) In any case in which a municipality expands its corporate boundaries by annexation or redistricts all or a part of 

the municipality, the municipal clerk shall within ten (10) days after the effective date of the annexation or after 

preclearance of the redistricting plan under Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, provide the county registrar 

with conforming geographic data that is compatible with the Statewide Elections Management System. The data shall 

be developed by the municipality's use of a standardized format specified by the Statewide Elections Management 

System. The county registrar shall update the municipal boundary information or redistricting information into the 

Statewide Elections Management System. The Statewide Elections Management System shall update the voter 

registration records to include the new municipal electors who have resided within the annexed area for at least 

thirty (30) days after annexation and assign the electors to the municipal voting precincts. The county registrar shall 
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forward to the municipal clerk written notification of the additions and changes, and the municipal clerk shall forward 

to the new municipal electors written notification of the additions and changes. The Statewide Elections Management 

System shall correctly place municipal electors within districts whose boundaries were altered by any redistricting 

conducted within the municipality and assign such electors to the correct municipal voting precincts.  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-13  

An elector who moves from one ward or voting precinct to another ward within the same municipality or voting 

precinct within the same county shall not be disqualified to vote, but he or she shall be entitled to have his or her 

registration transferred to his or her new ward or voting precinct upon making written request therefor at any time 

up to thirty (30) days prior to the election at which he or she offers to vote, and if the removal occurs within thirty 

(30) days of such election he or she shall be entitled to vote in his or her new ward or voting precinct by affidavit 

ballot as provided in Section 23-15-573.  

Rush v. Ivy, 853 So.2d 1226, 1232 (Miss. 2003) ("[T]he plain and unambiguous language of § 23-15-13 requires 

any Humphreys County voter, or Belzoni resident from a different Ward, moving into Belzoni Ward 3 to make a 

written request to transfer his registration to said Ward 3 at least thirty (30) days prior to an election in order to 

vote in said election. [Miss.Code Ann.] § 23-15-13. None of the affidavit ballot voters in question did so and the 

[s]pecial [j]udge properly found that none of these affidavit ballots should be counted.")  

INFORMATION FOR THIRD PARTY REGISTRATION GROUPS  

General Assistance with Registration and Other Election Documents  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-39(6)  

(6) Any person desiring an application for registration may secure an application from the registrar of the county of 

which he is a resident and may take the application with him and secure assistance in completing the application from 

any person of the applicant's choice. It shall be the duty of all registrars to furnish applications for registration to all 

persons requesting them, and it shall likewise be his duty to furnish aid and assistance in the completing of the 

application when requested by an applicant. The application for registration shall be sworn to and subscribed before 

the registrar or deputy registrar at the municipal clerk's office, the county registrar's office or any other location 

where the applicant is allowed to register to vote. No fee or cost shall be charged the applicant by the registrar for 

accepting the application or administering the oath or for any other duty imposed by law regarding the registration of 

electors.  

Op. Atty. Gen., Rogers, 1989 WL 503362, Aug. 9, 1989  ("We begin by stating that, in accordance with the 

above quoted provisions, every individual who possesses the requisite qualifications to be a qualified elector and 

desires to register is entitled to have the assistance of the person of his choice to complete the voter registration 

form. We further state that in order for an individual to be disqualified as an elector because of impaired mental 

capacity, he must have been judicially determined to be insane")   

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-37(4)  

(4) A person who is physically disabled and unable to visit the office of the registrar to register to vote due to such 

disability may contact the registrar and request that the registrar or his deputy visit him for the purpose of 

registering such person to vote. The registrar or his deputy shall visit such person as soon as possible after such 

request and provide such person with an application for registration, if necessary. The completed application for 

registration shall be executed in the presence of the registrar or his deputy.  
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Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-39(7)  

(7) If the person making the application is unable to read or write, for reason of disability or otherwise, he shall not 

be required to personally complete the application in writing and execute the oath. In such cases, the registrar or 

deputy registrar shall read to the person the application and oath and the person's answers thereto shall be recorded 

by the registrar or his deputy. The person shall be registered as an elector if he otherwise meets the requirements to 

be registered as an elector. The registrar shall record the responses of the person and the recorded responses shall 

be retained permanently by the registrar. The registrar shall enter the voter registration information into the 

Statewide Elections Management System and designate the entry as an assisted filing.  

Use of Information and Copying Voter Registration Applications  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-165(6)  

(6)(a) Social security numbers, telephone numbers and date of birth and age information in statewide, district, county 

and municipal voter registration files shall be exempt from and shall not be subject to inspection, examination, 

copying or reproduction under the Mississippi Public Records Act of 1983.  

(b) Copies of statewide, district, county or municipal voter registration files, excluding social security 

numbers, telephone numbers and date of birth and age information, shall be provided to any person in 

accordance with the Mississippi Public Records Act of 1983 at a cost not to exceed the actual cost of 

production.  

Op. Atty. Gen. No. 2003 -0555, Allen, Oct. 4, 2003 ; (QUESTION 7: Our computer program for the voter roll 

included the addresses and social security numbers of registered voters. Each precinct during an election has a copy 

of the voter roll for that precinct. Objections have been made as to the inclusion of the social security numbers. This 

information is required at registration, and the register and registration forms are public records. Are circuit clerks 

and election commissioners required to maintain separate sources of information, one with the required information 

and one without? RESPONSE: Section 23-15-135 provides: 

The registration books of the several voting precincts of each county and the pollbooks heretofore in use shall be 

delivered to the registrar of the county, and they, together with the registration books and pollbooks hereafter made, 

shall be records of his office and he shall carefully preserve the same as such; and after each election the pollbooks 

shall be speedily returned to the office of the registrar.  

Op. Att. Gen. No. 2000 -0112, Johnson, Mar. 10, 2000. ("Dear Ms. Johnson:  

Attorney General Mike Moore has received your letter of request and has assigned it to me for 

research and reply. Your letter states: 

'In order to insure compliance with the law and protect the privacy of our citizens, we are in need of 

your official opinion on a question that has arisen concerning the legality of allowing access to certain 

personal information contained on the Lauderdale County voter registration records. 

Pursuant to Mississippi Code Annotated Section 23-15-135 (1972), the voter registration books and 

poll books are records of my office. That statute requires me to carefully preserve the same as 

such.'")  
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STATEWIDE VOTER REGISTRATION DATABASE: MAINTENANCE AND REMOVAL OF VOTERS  

Generally  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-163  

(a) To establish a centralized statewide qualified voter file that consists of all qualified electors who are registered to 

vote; 

(b) To enhance the uniformity of the administration of elections by creating and maintaining a centralized statewide 

file of qualified voters; 

(c) To increase the efficiency and decrease the cost of maintaining voter registration records and implementing the 

National Voter Registration Act of 1993; 

(d) To increase the integrity of the voting process by compiling a single centralized qualified voter file from county 

voter roll data that will permit the name of each citizen of this state to appear only once; 

(e) To apply technology and information gathered by principal executive departments of state government, state 

agencies and local voter registrars in a manner that ensures that accurate and current records of qualified voters are 

maintained and to secure cooperation among all state and county entities to develop systems and processes that are 

interfaced with the Centralized Statewide Voter System; and 

(f) To enable the state to receive federal funds which may be available to carry out provisions of this subarticle.  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-165  

(1) From and after July 1, 2002, the Office of the Secretary of State, in cooperation with the local registrars and 

election commissioners, shall begin to procure, implement and maintain an electronic information processing system 

and programs capable of maintaining a centralized database of all registered voters in the state. The system shall 

encompass software and hardware, at both the state and county level, software development training, conversion and 

support and maintenance for the system. This system shall be known as the "Statewide Elections Management 

System" and shall constitute the official record of registered voters in every county of the state.  

(2) The Office of the Secretary of State shall develop and implement the Statewide Elections Management System so 

that the registrar and election commissioners of each county shall:  

(a) Verify that an applicant that is registering to vote in such county is not registered to vote in another 

county; 

(b) Be notified automatically that a registered voter in its county has registered to vote in another county; 

(c) Receive regular reports of death, changes of address and convictions for disenfranchising crimes that 

apply to voters registered in the county; and 

(d) Retain all present functionality related to, but not limited to, the use of voter roll data and to implement 

such other functionality as the law requires to enhance the maintenance of accurate county voter records 

and related jury selection and redistricting programs.  

(3) As a part of the procurement and implementation of the system, the Office of the Secretary of State shall, with 

the assistance of the advisory committee, procure services necessary to convert current voter registration records in 

the counties into a standard, industry accepted file format that can be used on the Statewide Elections Management 

System. Thereafter, all official voter information shall be maintained on the Statewide Elections Management System. 
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The standard industry accepted format of data shall be reviewed and approved by a majority of the advisory 

committee created in subsection (5) of this section after consultation with the Circuit Clerks Association and the 

format may not be changed without majority approval of the advisory committee and without consulting the Circuit 

Clerks Association.  

(4) The Secretary of State may, with the assistance of the advisory committee, adopt rules and regulations necessary 

to administer the Statewide Elections Management System. Such rules and regulations shall at least:  

(a) Provide for the establishment and maintenance of a centralized database for all voter registration 

information in the state; 

(b) Provide procedures for integrating data into the centralized database; 

(c) Provide security to insure that only the registrar, or his designee or other appropriate official, as the law 

may require, can add information to, delete information from and modify information in the system; 

(d) Provide the registrar or his designee or other appropriate official, as the law may require, access to the 

system at all times, including the ability to download copies of the industry standard file, for all purposes 

related to their official duties, including, but not limited to, exclusive access for the purpose of printing of all 

local pollbooks; 

(e) Provide security and protection of all information in the system and monitor the system to ensure that 

unauthorized access is not allowed; 

(f) Provide a procedure that will allow the registrar, or his designee or other appropriate official, as the law 

may require, to identify the precinct and subprecinct to which a voter should be assigned; and 

(g) Provide a procedure for phasing in or converting existing manual and computerized voter registration 

systems in counties to the Statewide Elections Management System.  

(5) The Secretary of State shall establish an advisory committee to assist in developing system specifications, 

procurement, implementation and maintenance of the Statewide Elections Management System. The committee shall 

include two (2) representatives from the Circuit Clerks Association, appointed by the association; two (2) 

representatives from the Election Commissioners Association of Mississippi, appointed by the association; one (1) 

member of the Mississippi Association of Supervisors, or its staff, appointed by the association; the Director of the 

Stennis Institute of Government at Mississippi State University, or his designee; the Executive Director of the 

Department of Information Technology Services, or his designee; two (2) persons knowledgeable about elections and 

information technology appointed by the Secretary of State; and the Secretary of State, who shall serve as the 

chairman of the advisory committee.  

(6)(a) Social security numbers, telephone numbers and date of birth and age information in statewide, district, county 

and municipal voter registration files shall be exempt from and shall not be subject to inspection, examination, 

copying or reproduction under the Mississippi Public Records Act of 1983.  

(b) Copies of statewide, district, county or municipal voter registration files, excluding social security 

numbers, telephone numbers and date of birth and age information, shall be provided to any person in 

accordance with the Mississippi Public Records Act of 1983 at a cost not to exceed the actual cost of 

production. 

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-33   

(1) Every person entitled to be registered as an elector in compliance with the laws of this state and who has signed 

his name on and properly completed the application for registration to vote shall be registered by the registrar in the 

voting precinct of the residence of such person through the Statewide Elections Management System.  
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(2) Every person entitled to be registered as an elector in compliance with the laws of this state and who registers to 

vote pursuant to the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 shall be registered by the registrar in the voting 

precinct of the residence of such person through the Statewide Elections Management System.  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-113(2)  

(2) From and after January 1, 2006, all records pertaining to voter registration shall be stored in an electronic format 

in the Statewide Elections Management System. The scanned applications shall be a legal document of voter 

registration and shall be retained in the Statewide Elections Management System.  

Registration Books and Pollbooks  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-113(1)  

(1) The registration books are to be in the following form: The voter registration files shall contain copies of the 

applications for registration completed by electors, which applications shall show the date of registration and 

signature of elector, and such files shall be known as registration books. The files described herein may be recorded 

on microfilm or computer software for convenience and efficiency in storage.  

Op. Atty. Gen. No.  96-0226, Carpenter, Apr. 12, 1996  ("It is the opinion of this office that as long as any 

microfilm, computer software or computer optical imaging of voter registration records contain all the basic 

registration information, as well as the date of registration and the signature of the elector as required by Section 23-

15-113, the hard copies of such records may be destroyed. Before destroying any records, you must obtain the 

consent of the Director of the Mississippi Department of Archives and History. See 25-59-21, Miss. Code Ann.")  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-125   

The pollbook of each voting precinct shall designate the voting precinct for which it is to be used, and shall be ruled 

in appropriate columns, with printed or written headings, as follows: date of registration; voter registration number; 

name of electors; date of birth; and a number of blank columns for the dates of elections. All who register within 

thirty (30) days before any regular election shall be entered on the pollbooks immediately after such election, and not 

before, so that the pollbooks will show only the names of those qualified to vote at such election. When election 

commissioners determine that any elector is disqualified from voting, by reason of removal from the supervisors 

district, or other cause, that fact shall be noted on the registration book and his name shall be erased from the 

pollbook. Nothing in this section shall preclude the use of electronic pollbooks.  

Basis of Removal of Voters  

Miss. Code Ann. § 23-15-153(1)  

(1) At the following times the commissioners of election shall meet at the office of the registrar and carefully revise 

the registration books and the pollbooks of the several voting precincts, and shall erase from those books the names 

of all persons erroneously on the books, or who have died, removed or become disqualified as electors from any 

cause; and shall register the names of all persons who have duly applied to be registered and have been illegally 

denied registration:  

(a) On the Tuesday after the second Monday in January 1987 and every following year; 

(b) On the first Tuesday in the month immediately preceding the first primary election for congressmen in 

the years when congressmen are elected; 
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(c) On the first Monday in the month immediately preceding the first primary election for state, state district 

legislative, county and county district offices in the years in which those offices are elected; and 

(d) On the second Monday of September preceding the general election or regular special election day in 

years in which a general election is not conducted.  

Except for the names of those persons who are duly qualified to vote in the election, no name shall be permitted to 

remain on the registration books and pollbooks; however, no name shall be erased from the registration books or 

pollbooks based on a change in the residence of an elector except in accordance with procedures provided for by 

the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 that are in effect at the time of such erasure. Except as otherwise 

provided by Section 23-15-573, no person shall vote at any election whose name is not on the pollbook.  

Op. Atty. Gen. No. 95 -0172, Dean, Mar. 14, 1995   ("[I]t is the opinion of this office that if the county election 

commission makes the determination that an individual whose name appears on the voter registration records has 

been determined to be Non Compos Mentis by a court of competent jurisdiction and has not since been determined 

by a court of competent jurisdiction to now be competent, said commission should remove the name of that 

individual from the registration records pursuant to Section 23-15-153.")  

Op. Atty. Gen., 1992 WL 613835, Ralston, Apr. 1, 1992 . (Attorney General Mike Moore has received your 

letter of request and has assigned it to me for research and reply. Your letter states: 

òThere is considerable confusion surrounding the role of the county election commission versus the 

role of the registrar in removing convicted felons from the voter rolls. 

The Mississippi Election Code (23-15-19) clearly states: ôWhenever any person shall be convicted in the circuit court 

of his county of any of said crimes, the registrar shall thereupon erase his name from the registration book ...õ  

This sounds like an incontrovertible mandate for the registrar to fulfill his duty in this matter. However, the same 

paragraph also states: ôAny person who has been convicted of any crime ... shall not be registered, or if registered the 

name of such person shall be erased from the registration book on which it may be found by the registrar or by the 

election commissioners.ó  

We respectfully request a clarification in this matter in the form of an official opinion from your office.ó  

In addition to the statutory provisions quoted in your letter, Mississippi Code Annotated 23-15-151 (Revised 1990) 

provides: 

òThe circuit clerk of each county is authorized and directed to prepare and keep in his office a full 

and complete list, in alphabetical order, of persons convicted of any crime listed in Section 241, 

Mississippi Constitution of 1890. Said clerk shall enter the names of all persons who have been or 

shall be hereafter convicted of any crime listed in Section 241, Mississippi Constitution of 1890, in a 

book prepared and kept for that purpose. The board of supervisors of each county shall, as early as 

practicable, furnish the circuit clerk of their county with a suitable book for the enrollment of said 

names showing the name, date of birth, address, court, crime and date of conviction. Said roll, when 

so prepared, shall be compared with the registration book before each election commissioner of the 

county. A certified copy of any enrollment by one clerk to another will be sufficient authority for the 

enrollment of such name, or names, in another county.ó  

Section 23-15-153(1) provides in part: 

òAt the following times the commissioners of election shall meet at the office of the registrar and 

carefully revise the registration books and the pollbooks of the several voting precincts, and shall 

erase therefrom the names of all persons erroneously thereon, or who have died, removed or 

become disqualified as electors from any cause; ...ó  




