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GEORGI A VOTERSO BILL OF RI GHTS

You have therighttovote i t 6 s t he | aw, and you have the proof
letters and numbers after each of your rights listed below. Those codes tell lawyers and poll

workers where tofind the actual Georgia statute that protects your right to vote! These

rights are guaranteed to properly registered and qualified voters. You have the right to bring

this bill of rights with you into the polling area. If you feel your rights have besated,

please call the Election Protection hotline toll free:8660UR-VOTE (1-866-687-8683), 1

888-54-GALEO (18885442536) (hotline in Spanish).

On Election Day, each polling place opens at 7:00 a.m. and closes at 7:00 p.m. In cities with a
populdion of 300,000 or more, the polls will remain open until 8:00 p.m. during the
citiesd gener alinlireht¢he polling placgvhenthe pollsgloses ar e
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE in the electiofO.C.G.A. 88 21 -2-403,

413(g) (2008)].

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE A PROVISIONAL BALLOT EVEN IF YOU ROT
HAVE PHOTO IDENTIFICATION with you on Election Day. If you do not have any
form of identification, you must sign a form under oath swearing or affirming that you
are the person identified ogour voter certificate. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-417(b)].

Acceptable forms of Photo ID include:
A. A valid or expired Georgia driverdos |i

B. a valid Georgia voter identification card, or a valid identification card
issued by a branch, department, agemeyentity of the State of
Georgia, any other state, or the United States authorized by law to
issue personal identification, provided that such identification card
contains a photograph of the elector;

C. a valid United States passport;

D. a valid emploge identification card containing a photograph of the
elector and issued by any branch, department, agency, or entity of
the United States government, this state, or any county, municipality,
board, authority, or other entity of this state;

E. a valid Unied States military identification card, provided that such
identification card contains a photograph of the elector; or

F. a valid tribal identification card containing a photograph of the
elector.

If you are dirst time voter who registeredby mailand yu do not have identification and you
did not include a copy of your identification with your applicatid®@U MAY HAVE
THE RIGHT TO VOTE BY REGULAR BALLOT. If you afgsi-time voter who
reqgisteredby mailand you didchot include a copy of your iderittation with your
application,andyoudnothave one of t he -P hboveogoulmByds | i sted
still vote by regular ballotf you present one of the following forms of ngrhoto
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identification: acopyof a current utility bill,bank statementgovernment check,
paycheck, or other government document that shows your name and your address.

I f you donoét have any of the acceptable form
vote by provisional balloafter you sign a form under oath swearingaffirming that

you are the person identified on your voter certificatf0.C.G.A. § 21 -2-417(c)].

After you vote provisionally, you must provide the missing information/identification

within two daysin order for your ballot to be counted [O.C.G.A. § 2 1-2-419(c)].

If youcannotread Englishor you areblind or disabled YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO
RECEIVE ASSISTANCE CASTING YOUR BALLOT from anyone you choose except
your employer, your employerds agent or an o
[0.C.G.A . 8§ 21-2-409(b)(1)]. This provision only applies if a federal candidate is
on the ballot so it applies for the Novembertdelection

Between the hours of 9:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. on Election Day, if yotbarearsof ageor
older or disabledand requie help when voting, YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO GO
TO THE FRONT OF THE LINE TO VOTHO.C.G.A. § 21 -2-409.1].

If youmoveto adifferentcountyor municipalityafter the fifth MondayOctober 61) prior to
Election Day(November 4n), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTHEN YOUR OLD
PRECINCT.[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-218(e)].

If you make amistakeor 0 s p gourlballot and haveaot cast the ballot, YOU HAVE THE
RIGHT TO RECEIVE A REPLACEMENT BALLOT after returning the spoiled ballot
to a poll officer. [O.C.G.A. 8§ 21 -2-433(b)].

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO WAIT IN LINE TO VOTE at your polling place without anyone
who iselectioneeringr trying to influenceyour vote within 150 feet of the polling
place, within the polling place, or within 25 feet of any voter standing in line.
[0.C.G .A. § 21-2-414(a)-(c)].

If you have beeponvictedof afelony, but have completed your sentence, including any
period of probation or paroleand repayment of finesnd have registered to vote
since that time, YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTED.C.G.A. § 21 -2-216(b)].

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT to bringour child under the age of 18, @nychild under the age
of 12, into the voting booth as long as he/she is not disruptive and does not interfere
with the voting process or touch or operate the voting machif®.C.G .A. § 21-
2-413(f)].

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE DURING THE WORK DAY using uptteo hours of
work time, as long as you give your employer notice and yomaliobegin work after
9:00 a.m. or end work two or more hours before polls close. Your employer is
permitted to specify which two hours you may use to votf0.C.G.A. § 21 -2-
404].
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SECTION | 8 STATE AND LOCAL ELECTION OFFICIALS
l. STATE ELECTION OFFIC IALS

A. Secretary of State (website: www.sos.state.ga.us)

The Georgia Secretary of State, who is elected for a fpear term, is the chief election
officer for the state. The Secretary prescribes the forms for registration and voting.
[Georgia Constitution, Article I, Section I, Paragraph |; O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-210].

The Secretary of Stateds powers and duties wit
things:

e chairing the Georgia State Election Bod@d.C.G.A. § 21 -2-30 (d)] ;

¢ determining the forms of nomination petitions, ballots, ballots forcgle
elections, and other forms the Secretary of State is required to determine;

e receiving registration statements from political parties;

e receiving and determining the sufficiency of nomination petitions of candidates;
e computing the votes cast for camldites and upon questions in an election;

e training registrars and superintendents of elections;

e preparing and furnishing information for citizens on voter registration and
voting;

¢ maintaining the official list of registered voters for this state andigief
inactive voters; and

¢ developing, programming, and building ballots for use by counties and
municipalities on direct recording electronic (DRE) voting systems in use in the
state. [0.C.G.A. § 21 -2-50(a)].

As the stateds c secethryof Staecntay notrserve in ny fiducardy , t h e
capacity for the campaign of any candidate whose election will be certified by the Secretary

of State. The Secretary of State may organize and operate his or her own campaign for
election to public office [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-50(b)].

The Secretary of State is also responsible for coordinating the obligations of the state under

the federal Help America Vote Act of 2002 (HAVA), 42 U.S.C. §15301, et.[§2G.G.A.

8 21-2-50.2]. HAVA provided money to Georgifor upgrading its voting machines to the

DRE system. In addition, it mandated minimum standards for, among other things, providing
disability access, defining uniform standards for what constitutes a vote, and implementing a
system to notify voters if thy mistakenly vote for more than one candidate for a single

office.
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B. State Election Board (website: http://www.gaseb.org/)

The Board promulgates the state election rules and regulatip@sC.G.A. § 21 -2-31].
The rules promulgated by the Board canfoeind online atvww.gaseb.org

The Secretary of State is the Chair of the State Election Board. There are four other
members of the Board. The other members of the Board are selected as follows:

e one member is electdby the Senate of the General Assembly;

e one member is elected by the House of Representatives of the General
Assembly;

e one member is appointed by each political
[0.C.G.A. § 21 -2-30(8)].
Pursuant toO.C.G.A. §21-2-31,the St ate EIl ection Boardds duti e:

e promulgating rules and regulations that produce uniformity in the work of
election officials;

e formulating, adopting, and promulgating the primary and election rules and
regulations;

¢ making public thelection rules and regulations the Board adopts by:

o filing certified copies of each new adopted rule with the Secretary of
Stateds office and with each el ection

o giving all primary and election officials published copies of all current
elecion laws and rules and regulations;

0 giving voters explanatory pamphlets explaining election laws and
regulations.[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-31].

I. COUNTY AND LOCAL ELE CTION OFFICIALS
A. Election Supervisor/Probate Judge

This is the chief election official witha Georgia county. In counties with appointed
election boards, the Election Supervisor is appointed to operate all county election
functions.[O0.C.G.A. § 21-2-2(35)]. In many, mostly rural, Georgia counties the chief
election official is the probatgidge, an elected county position.

Note: Georgia SecretaryofStatB,.ouch the Future of Blestiboi ng: Geor
Reform,July 2003, available at
http://lwww .sos.state.ga.us/elections/georgia_guide_election_reform.pdf
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B. Election Superintendent
The election superintendent may be the probate judge of the county or the county election
board or the county election and registration boaf@.C.G.A. § 21 -2-2(35)] . The
election superintendent has the following duties, among others:

e counting the votes for primary and general elections and reporting the results
to the Secretary of State, and announcing publicly the results of elections in his
or her county;

e selectingand equipping polling places for use in primaries and elections;

e appointing poll officers and other officers to serve in primaries and elections;

e making and issuing rules, regulations, and instructions for the guidance of poll
officers, custodians, and eters in primaries and elections;

e ensuring that primaries and elections are honestly, efficiently and uniformly
conducted by:

o instructing poll officers and others in their duties;
o calling them together in meetings whenever deemed advisable;

0 and inspectig systematically and thoroughly the conduct of primaries
and elections in the several precincts of his or her county;

e conducting all elections in such manner as to guarantee the secrecy of the
ballot;

e receiving and acting upon all petitions for the divisiedivision, alteration,
change, or consolidation of precincts;

e receiving petitions of candidates filing notice of their candidacy with the
Superintendent;

e making copies of the summary of any proposed Constitutional amendments, and
posting the summary dhe polling place; and

e completing a certification program which may require instruction and/or
proficiency in operating the stateds DRE
law and procedures related to electiod€®.C.G.A. § 21 -2-70].

C. County Board o f Elections

The General Assemblyancreate a board of electionand give it the powers and duties
of the Election Superintendent listed above in[®.C.G.A. § 21-2-40(a)] .
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The General Assemblyancreate a board of elections and registratiand give ithe
powers and duties of the Electiorugerintendentisted above in Bind the powers and
duties of the board of registrarésted below in D [O.C.G.A. § 21-2-40(b)] .

D. Board of Registrars
General Duties

The county board of registrars determines thégibility of each person applying to register
to vote in such county.[O.C.G.A. § 21-2-226(a)] .

Upon finding an elector eligible to vote in the county, the county board of registrars must
assign the elector to the propetistricts for statewide and loca&lectionsandto the proper
votingprecinct. [O.C.G.A. 8§ 21-2-226(b)] .

The board of registrars or absentee ballot clerk keeps safe and unopened all official absentee
ballots received prior to the closing of the polls on the day of the primary or election.
[O.C.G.A. 8 21-2-386 (a)(1)(A)] .

Boundary Changes

If municipal, precinct, or voting district boundaries are changed in an incorporated
municipality, the municipality must provide a map with all of the boundaritee county

board of registrarsThe municipality must provide this mapithin 15 days after the
preclearance ofhe changesUpon receiving any changes in municipal boundaries, the board
of registrars will provide the municipal registrar with the names and addresses of all voters
affected bythe changed boundaries for the purpose of verifying the changes with the
municipality.

Upon receiving the list of electors affected by changes in municipal boundaries, the municipal
registrar must immediately review the information provided by the countistrars and
advise the county registrars of any discrepancig3.C.G.A. § 21-2-226(c)] .

E. Chief Registrar

The chief registrar is the chief administrative officer of the board of registrars and generally
supervises and directs the administration of #iffairs of the board of registrars. The chief
registrar acts as chairperson of the board of registrars and, as chief registrar, performs
those functions normally devolving upon tbleairperson. For example, théief registar

shall call meetings of éhboard to transact busines4.0.C.G.A. § 21-2-212(d)] .

The chief registrar is appointed by the judge of the superior court of the county.
[0.C.G.A. 8 21-2-212(a)].

F. Chief Deputy Registrar

In every county wherein the registrars do not maintain an effihich is open and staffed
during regular business hours, the registrars must designate and appoint as chief deputy
registrar a fultime county officer or employee for the purpose of registering eligible
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electors and performing other duties as may beuggd by the board of registrars.
[0.C.G.A. § 21-2-213(c)] .

G. Deputy Registrars

The board of registrars in each county may appoint deputy registrars to aid them in the
discharge of their duties. Deputy registrars must:

e Dbe aregistered Georgia voter;
e beable to read, write and speak the English language;

¢ have legible handwriting, unless the voter registration applications are to be
completed by a typewriter or electronic means;

e satisfactorily complete training as required by the Board of Registrars;

e not have been convicted of a felony or any crime involving fraud or moral
turpitude;

¢ not be a candidate for nomination or election to any office (except as allowed
by § 212-214); and

e not have been removed as a deputy registrar for improper conduct in the
performance of the duties of deputy registrafGA. ComP. R. & REGS. 183-1-
6.03(2)(a) (2008)].

Deputy registrars shall not engage in political activity on behalf of a candidate, political party
or body, or question while conducting the duties of their offijé&sA. COMP. R. & REGS.
183-1-6.03(2)(b)].

H. Superior Court Judge

At least one judge of the superior court of each judicial circuit will be available in his or her
circuit on Election Day from 7:00 a.m. until 10:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time or Eastern
Daylight Time, whichever is applicable. If it is necessary, the judge may stay longer to ensure
a free, fair, and correct computation of votes.

During these hours the court shall issue process, if necessary, to enforce and secure
compliance with the eldgmn laws and shall decide such other matters pertaining to the
Election as may be necessaf@2.C.G.A. § 21 -2-412].

l. College Presidents

The president of each public or private college or university locatatiénStateof Georgia
is authorized to rgister to vote all qualified students, staff, dadultyat the college or
university.
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For studentswho are resident®of Georgia, thecollege or university president or designee
of the presidents a deputyregistrar onbehalf of all boards of registratian the State of
Georgia for thepurpose of takin@pplications for voter registration for these students.

For staff and faculty who are residents of the county in which the college or university is
located, each college or university president or des@nof the president is a deputy
registrar of the county in which the college or university is located for the purpose of taking

applications for voter registration for those faculty and staff membg@&a. ComP. R. &
REGS. 183-1-6.05(1), (2)].

J. Training For Poll Workers
Training for poll officers and poll workers is provided by the election superintendent.
Training should include:
e Use of voting equipment;
e Voting procedures;
e State and federal law applicable to conducting elections;
e Poll officer or poll worker duties.

Training is provided for general primaries, general elections, and special primaries and
special elections, with some exceptions.

The superintendent will report the date of training and attendees to the Secretary of State,
and will give therliinees a certificate showing that they have been traif€C.G.A. §
21-2-99 (a)].
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SECTION II 6 VOTER REGISTRATION
l. INFORMATION FOR REGI STRANTS
Voter registration is a county function. The counties review and process registration
applicationsandssue voter registration cards. Secretary
http://sos.georgia.gov/elections/how_to_register.htm.
A. Registration Eligibility
To register to vote in Georgiaa person must be:
e a United States citizen;
e atleast 17 years and 6 months old;
e aresident of Georgia who meetsinimum residency requirements;
¢ not serving a sentence for a felony involving moral turpitude; and
e not declared mentally incompetent by a court.
[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-216(c)].
Residency

For voting pur posess,t hae ppelrascoen 6 sn rwehsiicdhe nscuec hi per
fixed, without any present intention of removing from it.

If a person relocates to another county or another state, that person will not lose his or her

residency so long as he or she intends to returntb@ original residence. However, a

person will lose his or her Georgia residency if that person moves to another county or

state with the intention of making the new cou
person moves to another county or state @wvotes there.[O.C.G.A. § 21-2-217].

College Student Eligibility

No person shall be deemed to have gained or 1| o
presence or absence while enrolled as a student at any college, university, or other
institution of karning in this state[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-217(a)(8)] .

Ineligibilitgnd Restoration of Voting Rights

A person isnot eligible to register to vote or remain registered to vote in Georgia if such
person is currently:

e serving any sentence imposed by the catimicof a felonyinvolving moral
turpitude; or

e judicially determined to be mentally incompetefin.C.G.A. § 21-2-216(b)] .

s 9 LAWYERS’ COMMITTEE FOR

\h National Campaign For N
Q# FAIR ELECTIONS October 6, 2008 @ CIVIL RIGHTS

www.nationalcampaignforfairelections.org



Once a felon has completed his or her sentence, he or she is eligibleregister to vote.
[0.C.G.A. 8§21 -2-216 (b)] .

TheStateo f Geor gi a r e g uentiregestentelbadomptetedpreluds@ n 6 s
probation, parole and payment of any cowndered restitution, fines or feed before he or
she can resume voting.

In order to vote, a former felon must sign an oath affirmihgt he or she has completed

the entire sentence. Signing the oath falsely is in itself a ffyG.A. § 21 -2-561], so

it is very important that an exelon be certain that all conditions of his or her sentence have
been met before signing the oatifter the oath is completed, the former felon may

register to vote. [Source: Georgia Secretary of State,

WWW.S0S.georgia.gov/elections] .

Uniformed Services and Overseas Citizens

No member of the armed forces of the United States shall be deemed to haygrad a
residence in this state by reason of being stationed on duty in this sf@«.G.A. § 21 -
2-217(a)(10)] .

Moving from Georgia to engage in government service will not cause a person to lose
Georgia residency whi | elitarymand overseagvotersentayzvote nt 6 s
in the last place the person had as a residence before leaving the United $@I€sG.A.

§ 21-2-217(a)(11)] .

Permanent overseas citizens may only vote for presidential electors and United States
senator or representtive in Congress. Permanent overseas citizens are residents of the
precinct in which the county courthouse is locat¢®.C.G.A. § 21 -2-219(c)] .

B. Requesting Registration Applications 0O.C.G.A. § 21-2-222]

Generally

The Secretary of :/Bosagdomgia.gov/ieleetibns/bog do radisterthtimt p
lists several sources for voter registration applications, including:

e Online. Voters can download the registration application at
http://sos.georgia.gov/elections/voter_registration/voter_reg_app.htm.

e The local county board of registrars' office or election office. Information on
how to locate the local county registrar is given in Appendix B;

e The public library, public assistance office, recruitment office, schools and other
government offices provide maii forms,[0.C.G.A. § 21 -2-222];

e Voters can request that a registration application be mailed to them by:

o Emailing the Secretary of State at http://sos.georgia.gduifdgmail.asp;
or,
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o0 Writing the Secretary of State atOffice of the Secretary of Stat
Elections Division, Suite 1104 West Tower, 2 Martin Luther King, Jr.

Drive, Atlanta, Georgia 303331 5 0 5 . The voterds name

address must be included.

an

¢ The Department oDriver Servicedrivers license posts offeriper son o0 Mot or

Vot er ¢ arte ginstf or voters renewing or applyi

[0.C.G.A. § 21 -2-221(a)] ;

e The Department of Natural Resources offersperson voter registration for
Georgia residents applying to obtain a hunting, fishing, or trapping license who
are 17 1/2years or older[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-221.1];

e College students can obtain Georgia voter registration forms, or the necessary
forms to register in any state in the U.S., from their school registrar's office or
from the office of the Vice President of Academidahfs. [Source:
WWWw.S0s.georgia.gov/electioncenter/; See also GA. ComMP. R. & REGS.
183-1-6.05.].

Overseas and Uniformed Services Voters

Citizens of the United States who are legal residents of Georgia and who are members of
the armed forces or merchant miae, spouses or dependents of members of the armed
forces or merchant marine, or temporary or permanent overseas residents who will be
absent from the county of residence until after the registration deadline may make proper
application for voter registitton on the official post card provided for by the Uniformed and
Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting A¢D.C.G.A. § 21 -2-219(b)] .

NOTE : Using the official federal registration postcard to register is considered to be a
request for an absentee ballofO. C.G.A. § 21-2-219(d)] .

C. Submitting Registration Applications
Deadline
General Election

Voters must register by the fifth Monday before a general primary, general election, or
presidential primary[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-224(a)] .

Special Election

Voters must egister by the fifth day after the call for a special electiip.C.G.A. § 21 -2-
224(b)] .

The deadline to register to vote in the November 4, 2008 general election is Monday,
October 6, 2008 (www.so0s.georgia.gov/electioncenter/).

Registration applicati@submitted by mail will be considered submitted on the day of the
postmark on the applicationfO.C.G.A. § 21 -2-224(c)] .
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How to Submit a Registration Application
By mail

You may register to vote at any time, but you must be registered by the close of the
registration prior to an election if you wish to vote on Election Day. The voter registration
application may be mailed either to:

e Georgia Secretary of State, 1104 West Tower, 2 Martin Luther King Drive, S.E.,
Atlanta, Georgia 30334505; or

e The countyboard of registrars. Voter registration applications cannot be faxed.
[C.C.G.A. § 21 -2-223].

In person

Registration is offered when you renew or apply for your driver's license at Department of
Motor Vehicle Safety drivers license posts or when you keme apply for a hunting, fishing,
or trapping license with the Department of Natural Resourc§®.C.G.A. 8§ 21 -2-

221(a), 21-2-221.1].

D. Processing Applications
Time Limit fo