
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer:  

This guide is designed for informational purposes only.  It is not legal advice and is not intended to create 

an attorney-client relationship.  The Election Protection Coalition does not warrant any information 

contained in this guide, nor does the Coalition suggest that the information in this guide should be used 

as a basis to pursue legal advice or decision making.   
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GEORGIA VOTERSõ BILL OF RIGHTS 

You have the right to voteñitõs the law, and you have the proof in your hands! Youõll notice 

letters and numbers after each of your rights listed below.  Those codes tell lawyers and poll-

workers where to find the actual Georgia statute that protects your right to vote! These 

rights are guaranteed to properly registered and qualified voters.  You have the right to bring 

this bill of rights with you into the polling area.  If you feel your rights have been violated, 

please call the Election Protection hotline toll free:  1-866-OUR-VOTE (1-866-687-8683), 1-

888-54-GALEO (1-888-544-2536) (hotline in Spanish). 

On Election Day, each polling place opens at 7:00 a.m. and closes at 7:00 p.m.  In cities with a 

population of 300,000 or more, the polls will remain open until 8:00 p.m. during the 

citiesõ general elections.  If you are in line at the polling place when the polls close, 

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE in the election.  [O.C.G.A.  §§ 21 -2-403, 

413(g) (2008)].  

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE A PROVISIONAL BALLOT EVEN IF YOU DO NOT 

HAVE PHOTO IDENTIFICATION with you on Election Day.  If you do not have any 

form of identification, you must sign a form under oath swearing or affirming that you 

are the person identified on your voter certificate.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-417(b)].  

 Acceptable forms of Photo ID include:  

  A. A valid or expired Georgia driverõs license; 

B. a valid Georgia voter identification card, or a valid identification card 

issued by a branch, department, agency, or entity of the State of 

Georgia, any other state, or the United States authorized by law to 

issue personal identification, provided that such identification card 

contains a photograph of the elector; 

C. a valid United States passport; 

D. a valid employee identification card containing a photograph of the 

elector and issued by any branch, department, agency, or entity of 

the United States government, this state, or any county, municipality, 

board, authority, or other entity of this state; 

E. a valid United States military identification card, provided that such 

identification card contains a photograph of the elector; or 

F. a valid tribal identification card containing a photograph of the 

elector. 

If you are a first time voter who registered by mail and you do not have identification and you 

did not include a copy of your identification with your application, YOU MAY  HAVE 

THE RIGHT TO VOTE BY REGULAR BALLOT.  If you are a first-time voter who 

registered by mail and you did not include a copy of your identification with your 

application, and you do not have one of the Photo IDõs listed in A.-F. above, you may 

still vote by regular ballot if you present one of the following forms of non-photo 
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identification:  a copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, government check, 

paycheck, or other government document that shows your name and your address. 

If you donõt have any of the acceptable forms of identification with you, you may still 

vote by provisional ballot after you sign a form under oath swearing or affirming that 

you are the person identified on your voter certificate.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-417(c)].   

After you vote provisionally, you must provide the missing information/identification 

within two days in order for your ballot to be counted.  [O.C.G.A. § 2 1-2-419(c)].  

If you cannot read English, or you are blind or disabled, YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO 

RECEIVE ASSISTANCE CASTING YOUR BALLOT from anyone you choose except 

your employer, your employerõs agent or an officer or representative of your union.  

[O.C.G.A . § 21-2-409(b)(1)].   This provision only applies if a federal candidate is 

on the ballot, so it applies for the November 4th election. 

Between the hours of 9:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. on Election Day, if you are 75 years of age or 

older or disabled and require help when voting, YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO GO 

TO THE FRONT OF THE LINE TO VOTE.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-409.1].  

If you move to a different county or municipality after the fifth Monday (October 6th) prior to 

Election Day (November 4th), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE IN YOUR OLD 

PRECINCT.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-218(e)].  

If you make a mistake or òspoiló your ballot and have not cast the ballot, YOU HAVE THE 

RIGHT TO RECEIVE A REPLACEMENT BALLOT after returning the spoiled ballot 

to a poll officer.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-433(b)].  

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO WAIT IN LINE TO VOTE at your polling place without anyone 

who is electioneering or trying to influence your vote within 150 feet of the polling 

place, within the polling place, or within 25 feet of any voter standing in line.  

[O.C.G .A. § 21-2-414(a)-(c)].  

If you have been convicted of a felony, but have completed your sentence, including any 

period of probation or parole and repayment of fines, and have registered to vote 

since that time, YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-216(b)].  

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT to bring your child under the age of 18, or any child under the age 

of 12, into the voting booth as long as he/she is not disruptive and does not interfere 

with the voting process or touch or operate the voting machine.  [O.C.G .A. § 21-

2-413(f)].  

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE DURING THE WORK DAY using up to two hours of 

work time, as long as you give your employer notice and you do not begin work after 

9:00 a.m. or end work two or more hours before polls close.  Your employer is 

permitted to specify which two hours you may use to vote.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-

404].  
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SECTION I ð STATE AND LOCAL ELECTION OFFICIALS  

I. STATE ELECTION OFFIC IALS  

A. Secretary of State (website: www.sos.state.ga.us)  

The Georgia Secretary of State, who is elected for a four-year term, is the chief election 

officer for the state.  The Secretary prescribes the forms for registration and voting.  

[Georgia Constitution, Article II, Section II, Paragraph I; O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-210].  

The Secretary of Stateõs powers and duties with respect to elections include, among other 

things:             

 chairing the Georgia State Election Board  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-30 (d)] ; 

 determining the forms of nomination petitions, ballots, ballots for special 

elections, and other forms the Secretary of State is required to determine; 

 receiving registration statements from political parties;  

 receiving and determining the sufficiency of nomination petitions of candidates;  

 computing the votes cast for candidates and upon questions in an election; 

 training registrars and superintendents of elections;  

 preparing and furnishing information for citizens on voter registration and 

voting;  

 maintaining the official list of registered voters for this state and the list of 

inactive voters;  and 

 developing, programming, and building ballots for use by counties and 

municipalities on direct recording electronic (DRE) voting systems in use in the 

state.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-50(a)].  

As the stateõs chief election official, the Secretary of State may not serve in any fiduciary 

capacity for the campaign of any candidate whose election will be certified by the Secretary 

of State.  The Secretary of State may organize and operate his or her own campaign for 

election to public office.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-50(b)].  

The Secretary of State is also responsible for coordinating the obligations of the state under 

the federal Help America Vote Act of 2002 (HAVA), 42 U.S.C. §15301, et. seq.  [O.C.G.A. 

§ 21-2-50.2].  HAVA provided money to Georgia for upgrading its voting machines to the 

DRE system.  In addition, it mandated minimum standards for, among other things, providing 

disability access, defining uniform standards for what constitutes a vote, and implementing a 

system to notify voters if they mistakenly vote for more than one candidate for a single 

office.   

http://www.sos.state.ga.us/
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B. State Election Board (website: http://www.gaseb.org/)  

The Board promulgates the state election rules and regulations.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-31] . 

The rules promulgated by the Board can be found online at www.gaseb.org.   

The Secretary of State is the Chair of the State Election Board.  There are four other 

members of the Board. The other members of the Board are selected as follows: 

 one member is elected by the Senate of the General Assembly; 

 one member is elected by the House of Representatives of the General 

Assembly; 

 one member is appointed by each political partyõs state executive committee.  

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-30(a)].  

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 21-2-31, the State Election Boardõs duties include the following: 

 promulgating rules and regulations that produce uniformity in the work of 

election officials; 

 formulating, adopting, and promulgating the primary and election rules and 

regulations; 

 making public the election rules and regulations the Board adopts by: 

o filing certified copies of each new adopted rule with the Secretary of 

Stateõs office and with each election superintendent; 

o giving all primary and election officials published copies of all current 

election laws and rules and regulations;  

o giving voters explanatory pamphlets explaining election laws and 

regulations.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-31] . 

 

II.  COUNTY AND LOCAL ELE CTION OFFICIALS  

A. Election Supervisor/Probate Judge  

This is the chief election official within a Georgia county.  In counties with appointed 

election boards, the Election Supervisor is appointed to operate all county election 

functions.  [O.C.G.A. §  21-2-2(35)] .  In many, mostly rural, Georgia counties the chief 

election official is the probate judge, an elected county position. 

Note:   Georgia Secretary of State, Touch the Future of Voting: Georgiaõs Guide to Election 

Reform, July 2003, available at 

http://www.sos.state.ga.us/elections/georgia_guide_election_reform.pdf. 

http://www.gaseb.org/
http://www.sos.state.ga.us/elections/georgia_guide_election_reform.pdf
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B. Election Superintendent  

The election superintendent may be the probate judge of the county or the county election 

board or the county election and registration board. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-2(35)] . The 

election superintendent has the following duties, among others: 

 counting the votes for primary and general elections and reporting the results 

to the Secretary of State, and announcing publicly the results of elections in his 

or her county; 

 selecting and equipping polling places for use in primaries and elections; 

 appointing poll officers and other officers to serve in primaries and elections; 

 making and issuing rules, regulations, and instructions for the guidance of poll 

officers, custodians, and electors in primaries and elections; 

 ensuring that primaries and elections are honestly, efficiently and uniformly 

conducted by: 

o instructing poll officers and others in their duties;  

o calling them together in meetings whenever deemed advisable;  

o and inspecting systematically and thoroughly the conduct of primaries 

and elections in the several precincts of his or her county; 

 conducting all elections in such manner as to guarantee the secrecy of the 

ballot; 

 receiving and acting upon all petitions for the division, redivision, alteration, 

change, or consolidation of precincts; 

 receiving petitions of candidates filing notice of their candidacy with the 

Superintendent; 

 making copies of the summary of any proposed Constitutional amendments, and 

posting the summary at the polling place; and 

 completing a certification program which may require instruction and/or 

proficiency in operating the stateõs DRE voting equipment and state and federal 

law and procedures related to elections. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-70].  

C. County Board o f Elections  

The General Assembly can create a board of elections and give it the powers and duties 

of the Election Superintendent listed above in B.  [ O.C.G.A. § 21-2-40(a)] . 
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The General Assembly can create a board of elections and registration and give it the 

powers and duties of the Election Superintendent listed above in B and the powers and 

duties of the board of registrars listed below in D.  [ O.C.G.A. § 21-2-40(b)] . 

D. Board of Registrars  

General Duties 

The county board of registrars determines the eligibility of each person applying to register 

to vote in such county.  [ O.C.G.A. § 21-2-226(a)] . 

Upon finding an elector eligible to vote in the county, the county board of registrars must 

assign the elector to the proper districts for statewide and local elections and to the proper 

voting precinct.  [ O.C.G.A. § 21-2-226(b)] . 

The board of registrars or absentee ballot clerk keeps safe and unopened all official absentee 

ballots received prior to the closing of the polls on the day of the primary or election.  

[O.C.G.A. §  21-2-386 (a)(1)(A)] . 

Boundary Changes 

If municipal, precinct, or voting district boundaries are changed in an incorporated 

municipality, the municipality must provide a map with all of the boundaries to the county 

board of registrars. The municipality must provide this map within 15 days after the 

preclearance of the changes.  Upon receiving any changes in municipal boundaries, the board 

of registrars will provide the municipal registrar with the names and addresses of all voters 

affected by the changed boundaries for the purpose of verifying the changes with the 

municipality.  

Upon receiving the list of electors affected by changes in municipal boundaries, the municipal 

registrar must immediately review the information provided by the county registrars and 

advise the county registrars of any discrepancies.  [ O.C.G.A. §  21-2-226(c)] . 

E. Chief Registrar  

The chief registrar is the chief administrative officer of the board of registrars and generally 

supervises and directs the administration of the affairs of the board of registrars.  The chief 

registrar acts as chairperson of the board of registrars and, as chief registrar, performs 

those functions normally devolving upon the chairperson.  For example, the chief registrar 

shall call meetings of the board to transact business.  [ O.C.G.A. §  21-2-212(d)] . 

The chief registrar is appointed by the judge of the superior court of the county.  

[O.C.G.A. §  21-2-212(a)].  

F. Chief Deputy Registrar  

In every county wherein the registrars do not maintain an office which is open and staffed 

during regular business hours, the registrars must designate and appoint as chief deputy 

registrar a full-time county officer or employee for the purpose of registering eligible 
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electors and performing other duties as may be required by the board of registrars.  

[O.C.G.A. §  21-2-213(c)] . 

G. Deputy Registrars  

The board of registrars in each county may appoint deputy registrars to aid them in the 

discharge of their duties.  Deputy registrars must:  

 be a registered Georgia voter; 

 be able to read, write and speak the English language; 

 have legible handwriting, unless the voter registration applications are to be 

completed by a typewriter or electronic means; 

 satisfactorily complete training as required by the Board of Registrars; 

 not have been convicted of a felony or any crime involving fraud or moral 

turpitude;  

 not be a candidate for nomination or election to any office (except as allowed 

by § 21-2-214); and 

 not have been removed as a deputy registrar for improper conduct in the 

performance of the duties of deputy registrar.  [ GA . COMP . R. &  REGS. 183-1-

6.03(2)(a) (2008)].  

Deputy registrars shall not engage in political activity on behalf of a candidate, political party 

or body, or question while conducting the duties of their office.  [ GA . COMP . R. &  REGS. 

183-1-6.03(2)(b)].  

H.  Superior Court Judge  

At least one judge of the superior court of each judicial circuit will be available in his or her 

circuit on Election Day from 7:00 a.m. until 10:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time or Eastern 

Daylight Time, whichever is applicable. If it is necessary, the judge may stay longer to ensure 

a free, fair, and correct computation of votes.   

During these hours the court shall issue process, if necessary, to enforce and secure 

compliance with the election laws and shall decide such other matters pertaining to the 

Election as may be necessary.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-412].  

I.   College Presidents  

The president of each public or private college or university located in the State of Georgia 

is authorized to register to vote all qualified students, staff, and faculty at the college or 

university. 
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For students who are residents of Georgia, the college or university president or designee 

of the president is a deputy registrar on behalf of all boards of registration in the State of 

Georgia for the purpose of taking applications for voter registration for these students.  

For staff and faculty who are residents of the county in which the college or university is 

located, each college or university president or designee of the president is a deputy 

registrar of the county in which the college or university is located for the purpose of taking 

applications for voter registration for those faculty and staff members.  [ GA . COMP . R. &  

REGS. 183-1-6.05(1), (2)].  

J. Training  For Poll Workers  

 

Training for poll officers and poll workers is provided by the election superintendent. 

Training should include: 

 Use of voting equipment; 

 Voting procedures; 

 State and federal law applicable to conducting elections; 

 Poll officer or poll worker duties. 

Training is provided for general primaries, general elections, and special primaries and 

special elections, with some exceptions. 

The superintendent will report the date of training and attendees to the Secretary of State, 

and will give the trainees a certificate showing that they have been trained.  [O.C.G.A. § 

21-2-99 (a)].  
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SECTION II ð VOTER REGISTRATION  

I. INFORMATION FOR REGI STRANTS  

Voter registration is a county function. The counties review and process registration 

applications and issue voter registration cards. Secretary of Stateõs webpage: 

http://sos.georgia.gov/elections/how_to_register.htm. 

A. Registration Eligibility  

To register to vote in Georgia, a person must be: 

 a United States citizen; 

 at least 17 years and 6 months old;  

 a resident of Georgia who meets minimum residency requirements; 

 not serving a sentence for a felony involving moral turpitude; and 

 not declared mentally incompetent by a court.  

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-216(c)].  

Residency  

For voting purposes, a personõs residence is the place in which such personõs habitation is 

fixed, without any present intention of removing from it.   

If a person relocates to another county or another state, that person will not lose his or her 

residency so long as he or she intends to return to the original residence. However, a 

person will lose his or her Georgia residency if that person moves to another county or 

state with the intention of making the new county or state the personõs residence, or if a 

person moves to another county or state and votes there.  [ O.C.G.A. § 21-2-217] . 

College Student Eligibility 

No person shall be deemed to have gained or lost a residence by reason of such personõs 

presence or absence while enrolled as a student at any college, university, or other 

institution of learning in this state.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-217(a)(8)] . 

Ineligibility and Restoration of Voting Rights 

A person is not eligible to register to vote or remain registered to vote in Georgia if such 

person is currently: 

 serving any sentence imposed by the conviction of a felony involving moral 

turpitude; or 

 judicially determined to be mentally incompetent.  [ O.C.G.A. § 21-2-216(b)] . 
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Once a felon has completed his or her sentence, he or she is eligible to re-register to vote.  

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-216 (b)] .  

The State of Georgia requires that a personõs entire sentence be completed ð including 

probation, parole and payment of any court-ordered restitution, fines or fees ð before he or 

she can resume voting.   

In order to vote, a former felon must sign an oath affirming that he or she has completed 

the entire sentence.  Signing the oath falsely is in itself a felony [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-561] , so 

it is very important that an ex-felon be certain that all conditions of his or her sentence have 

been met before signing the oath.  After the oath is completed, the former felon may 

register to vote.  [Source: Georgia Secretary of State, 

www.sos.georgia.gov/elections] . 

Uniformed Services and Overseas Citizens 

No member of the armed forces of the United States shall be deemed to have acquired a 

residence in this state by reason of being stationed on duty in this state.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -

2-217(a)(10)] . 

Moving from Georgia to engage in government service will not cause a person to lose 

Georgia residency while in the governmentõs service. Military and overseas voters may vote 

in the last place the person had as a residence before leaving the United States.  [O.C.G.A. 

§ 21-2-217(a)(11)] . 

Permanent overseas citizens may only vote for presidential electors and United States 

senator or representative in Congress. Permanent overseas citizens are residents of the 

precinct in which the county courthouse is located. [ O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-219(c)] . 

B. Requesting Registration Applications O.C.G.A. § 21-2-222]  

Generally 

The Secretary of Stateõs webpage at http://sos.georgia.gov/elections/how_to_register.htm 

lists several sources for voter registration applications, including: 

 Online. Voters can download the registration application at 

http://sos.georgia.gov/elections/voter_registration/voter_reg_app.htm.  

 The local county board of registrars' office or election office. Information on 

how to locate the local county registrar is given in Appendix B; 

 The public library, public assistance office, recruitment office, schools and other 

government offices provide mail-in forms, [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-222] ;   

 Voters can request that a registration application be mailed to them by: 

o Emailing the Secretary of State at http://sos.georgia.gov/cgi-bin/email.asp; 

or, 



    

October 6, 2008 

11 

o Writing the Secretary of State at:  Office of the Secretary of State, 

Elections Division, Suite 1104 West Tower, 2 Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Drive, Atlanta, Georgia 30334-1505. The voterõs name and mailing 

address must be included.  

 The Department of Driver Services drivers license posts offer in-person òMotor 

Voteró registration for voters renewing or applying for a driverõs license  

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-221(a)] ; 

 The Department of Natural Resources offers in-person voter registration for 

Georgia residents applying to obtain a hunting, fishing, or trapping license who 

are 17 1/2 years or older [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-221.1] ; 

 College students can obtain Georgia voter registration forms, or the necessary 

forms to register in any state in the U.S., from their school registrar's office or 

from the office of the Vice President of Academic Affairs.  [Source: 

www.sos.georgia.gov/electioncenter/; See also GA . COMP . R. &  REGS. 

183-1-6.05.] . 

Overseas and Uniformed Services Voters 

Citizens of the United States who are legal residents of Georgia and who are members of 

the armed forces or merchant marine, spouses or dependents of members of the armed 

forces or merchant marine, or temporary or permanent overseas residents who will be 

absent from the county of residence until after the registration deadline may make proper 

application for voter registration on the official post card provided for by the Uniformed and 

Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-219(b)] . 

NOTE : Using the official federal registration postcard to register is considered to be a 

request for an absentee ballot.  [O. C.G.A. § 21 -2-219(d)] . 

C. Submitting  Registration Applications  

Deadline 

General Election 

Voters must register by the fifth Monday before a general primary, general election, or 

presidential primary.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-224(a)] . 

Special Election 

Voters must register by the fifth day after the call for a special election.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-

224(b)] . 

The deadline to register to vote in the November 4, 2008 general election is Monday, 

October 6, 2008. (www.sos.georgia.gov/electioncenter/).  

Registration applications submitted by mail will be considered submitted on the day of the 

postmark on the application.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-224(c)] . 
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How to Submit a Registration Application 

By mail 

You may register to vote at any time, but you must be registered by the close of the 

registration prior to an election if you wish to vote on Election Day.  The voter registration 

application may be mailed either to:  

 Georgia Secretary of State, 1104 West Tower, 2 Martin Luther King Drive, S.E., 

Atlanta, Georgia 30334-1505; or  

 The county board of registrars.  Voter registration applications cannot be faxed.  

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-223] . 

In person 

Registration is offered when you renew or apply for your driver's license at Department of 

Motor Vehicle Safety drivers license posts or when you renew or apply for a hunting, fishing, 

or trapping license with the Department of Natural Resources.  [O.C.G.A. §§ 21 -2-

221(a), 21-2-221.1] . 

D. Processing Applications  

Time Limit for Processing Applications 

There is no exact timetable for processing registration applications. The Georgia Secretary 

of State suggests contacting your county board of registrarõs office if you do not receive a 

precinct card by mail within two to three weeks of submitting your voter registration 

application. 

Each elector found eligible to be registered to vote by the board of registrars will be issued 

a voter registration card.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-226(e)] .  

The county board of registrars must deliver to the chief registrar of the municipality the list 

of electors for the municipality at least 14 days prior to the day of an election. The 

municipal registrar must review the list and identify those who are not qualified to vote in 

writing, stating the reason for the disqualification, no later than five days before the election. 

In the event of an unqualified voter, the county board of registrars should challenge the 

person identified in accordance with Code Section 21-2-228.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-224(e)] .  

Verification of Information 

It is the duty of the county board of registrars to determine the eligibility of people applying 

to register to vote in that county. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-226(a)] . If a person is found ineligible 

to vote, that person must be notified in writing via first class mail.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-

226(d)] . 
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Technical Error on Applications 

The Board of Registrars must notify an applicant in writing of missing information on the 

applicantõs registration application.  If the applicant supplies the missing information before 

the close of registration, the board of registrars must process the application. If the 

applicant does not respond to the notification of missing information within 30 days, the 

application will be rejected. [ O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-220(d)] . 

Notification of Denied Application 

Notification Required : Each person submitting an application for voter registration will 

be notified whether their application is accepted or rejected.  If the person is found 

ineligible, the person will be notified of the reasons for ineligibility in writing by 

nonforwardable, first-class mail at the mailing address listed on the application.  [O.C.G.A. 

§§ 21-2-226(d(, 21-2-226(e)] . 

Information Required on the Registration Card 

The Georgia voter registration application requires the following information: 

 Name; 

 Address; 

 Date of birth; 

 An identification number, which may be one of: 

o your Georgia Drivers License Number; 

o your Georgia State-Issued ID Number; 

o the last four digits of your Social Security Number; 

o if you do not have a Georgia Drivers License or ID, or a social security 

number, the state will issue an identifying number for you.  

 you must sign an oath that you are a United States citizen, that you will be at 

least 18 years old by Election Day, and that the information you have provided 

is true.  [Source: Registration application available on the Secretar y of 

State website: www.sos.ga.gov.]  

ID Required to Register to Vote 

When registering by mail, a person may provide a legible copy of a current, valid form of 

one of the following types of identification. All of the types of identification listed below are 

required to contain a photograph of the voter on the card: 

 a Georgia Driverõs License; 
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 a Georgia voter ID card; 

 any other valid ID card issued by either Georgia or the United States; 

 a United States passport; 

 a valid United States, Georgia, county, or local government employee 

identification card; 

 a valid US military ID card; 

 a valid tribal identification card. [O.C.G.A. §§ 21 -2-220(c), 21-2-417(a)] . 

NOTE : If you do not provide one of these forms of identification when registering to vote 

by mail, you will be required to show identification when you attempt to vote the first time. 

But, if you are a first-time voter who registered by mail and who did not provide 

identification when registering to vote,  you may show a copy of a current utility bill, bank 

statement, government check, paycheck, or other government document that shows your 

name and address instead of one of the photo identification requirements listed above. 

[O.C.G.A. §§ 21 -2-220(c) and 21-2-417(a)] . 

II.  THIRD PARTY REGISTRA TION.  

A deputy registrar need not be present during a voter registration drive, and third parties 

wishing to conduct registration drives do not need to be deputized to do so. 

The National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (NVRA) authorizes private individuals and groups 

to conduct voter registration drives at times and locations of their choosing, without having to 

obtain permission from any governmental body, and protects the right of private entities to 

collect and submit completed voter registration applications to the appropriate election officials. 

Charles H. Wesley Education Foundation v. Cox, 408 F.3d 1349, 1354-55 (11th Cir. 2005); 42 U.S.C. 

1973gg-4(b) (directing the chief election official in a state to make forms available for organized 

voter registration programs). Election officials, in turn, are required to accept and process all 

completed applications that are timely received, regardless of how or by whom they are 

delivered. In addition, while many private entities may choose to identify themselves when 

submitting completed applications on behalf of others, there is no legal requirement that they do 

so. 

A. Rules Regarding Assistance and Signatures  

Disabled or illiterate voters may receive assistance from any other person in filling out the 

voter registration card. The assistant must sign the voter registration card in the space 

provided.  [ O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-220(f)] . 

B. Rules Regarding Forms  

National Registration Form 

There is no limitation on the use of the National Registration Form in Georgia.  
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Pre-filled Forms 

There are no restrictions on the use of pre-filled voter registration cards in Georgia.  

Any inconsistent information on registration forms, such as an incorrect zip code, may delay 

the registration process. 

Use of Registration Form Information 

Voter registration data may not be used for commercial purposes.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-

225(c)] . 

Voter registration cards and photocopies of voter registration cards may not be made public 

without a court order.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-225(a)] . 

The Secretary of State must make the compiled information about the list of electors 

available for public inspection, but the Secretary of State may determine a fee to charge for 

this information.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-225(b), (c)] . 

The Secretary of State may not make public: 

 Votersõ Social Security numbers; 

 Votersõ bank statements; 

 Votersõ registration locations.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-225(b)] . 

C. Compensation, Registration, Training, Residency  

Compensation 

Compensation for soliciting persons to register to vote that is based on the number of 

persons registered is prohibited as a misdemeanor. Anyone who knowingly receives, 

accepts, offers, or provides the compensation is guilty.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-602] .  

Registration/Training 

Voter registration drive workers or volunteers in Georgia do not currently need to 

undergo training.  

Deputy registrars are not currently required at voter registration drives, but the Secretary 

of Stateõs office recommends that a deputy registrar be present. 

Residency 

Voter registration drive workers or volunteers do not have to be residents of the county in 

which they are conducting a voter registration drive nor residents of Georgia.  

D. Copying Voter Registration Applications  
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Third party groups can copy and receive unsealed voter registration applications from 

registrants.  

Voter registration applications are required to be returned to the registrars by the 10th day 

after the voter executes the application.  [ GA . COMP . R. &  REGS. 183-1-6.03 (3)(o)3] . 

The Secretary of Stateõs office recommends that voter registration drive organizers deliver 

collected voter registration applications by the close of the next business day after the drive.  

[Source http://sos.georgia.gov/elections/voter_registration/drive.htm] .   

E. Registration Drive Information  

The Secretary of State provides some information for voter registration drive organizers at 

the webpage http://sos.georgia.gov/elections/voter_registration/drive.htm.  

Organizers of voter registration drives are encouraged to contact the county board of 

registrars for more information on setting up a voter registration drive.  

III.  STATEWIDE VOTER REGI STRATION DATABASE: 

MAINTENANCE AND REMO VAL OF VOTERS  

A. Process for Updating the List of Registered Voters  

The Secretary of State is responsible for maintaining the list of registered voters.  

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-211(a)] .  The county superintendent is responsible for certifying to the 

Secretary of State a database of the countyõs registered voters for use with the ExpressPoll 

technology.  [ GA . COMP . R. &  REGS.183-1-12.07(5)] . 

B. Removal of Voters from Registration Lists  

Reasons for Removal from Registration Lists 

A voter can be removed from the registration books under the following circumstances:  

 At the written request of the voter; [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-232(a)]     

 By reason of the voterõs conviction of a felony involving moral turpitude; 
[O.C.G.A. §§ 21 -2-231(a), (c)] , or 

 Adjudication of incompetence; [O.C.G.A. §§ 21 -2-231(b), (c)]  

 By death of the voter; [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-231(d), (e) ]  

 By reason of a change in residence outside the county or state of registration; 

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-232(b)]  

 By remaining on the inactive elector list and failing to make contact as defined in 

O.C.G.A.  § 21-2-234 for two November general elections after being placed 

on the inactive elector list.  [ O.C.G.A.   § 21-2-235] . 

http://sos.georgia.gov/elections/voter_registration/drive.htm
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Program for Removal of Voters Who Have Changed Residence 

The Secretary of State, at his or her discretion, can compare the list of electors to the 

change of address information maintained by the United States Postal Service.  [O.C.G.A. § 

21-2-233(a)] .  

If a voter appears to have moved, the registrars may send change of address confirmation 

notices to the voterõs old and new addresses. If the voter fails to respond within 30 days, 

the voter will be moved to the inactive voter list.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-233(b), (c)] . 

If the voter responds and the voter has moved outside of the county in which the voter was 

registered, the voter will be removed from the voter list. If the voter responds and the 

voter has not moved, the voter will remain on the voter list.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-233(c)] . 

No voters may be removed from the list fewer than 90 days prior to a general primary or 

general election for federal office or presidential preference primary.  [O.C.G.A. § 21-2-

234(i)].  

Change of Residence 

A voter who moves within the county the voter is currently registered in may use his or her 

voter registration card to change his or her address by returning the registration card and 

indicating his or her new address. The board of registrars will then issue the voter a new 

card.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-226(e)] . 

A voter who moves outside the county the voter is currently registered in will be removed 

from the list of voters registered for that county. The voter must then reregister in his or 

her new county.  [O.C.G.A. §  21-2-233(d)] . 

A voter who moves within the same county or precinct but fails to inform the board of 

registrars before the fifth Monday before the next election must vote in that election and 

any resulting runoff elections in the county or precinct in which the voter is registered.  

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-218(d)] . 

A voter who moves to a different county or municipality after the fifth Monday before the 

next election may still vote in his or her previous county or precinct. The voter can update 

the change in address on a form provided at the polling place.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-218(e)] . 

Failure to Respond to Registration Confirmation Notice 

In addition to the official list of voters, the Secretary of State will maintain an inactive list of 

voters.  In the first six months of odd-numbered years, the Secretary of State will send a 

confirmation notice to voters who: 

 have not in the past three years been in contact with the voting authority by:  

 signing a voterõs certificate;  

 signing a petition;  
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 filing an updated voter registration card;  

 filing a change of name or address;  

 or confirming his or her place of residence during the preceding three calendar 

years; [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-234(a)]  

 OR 

 appear to have moved outside the county or municipality in which he or she is 

registered, according to information provided by licensees of the US postal 

service.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-233(b)] . 

If the voter does not return the confirmation notice, confirming the voterõs active 

registration, within 30 days of the date of such notice, the voter will be transferred to the 

inactive list provided for in § 21-2-235.  [O.C.G.A. §§ 21 -2-233(c), 234(g)] . 

A voter placed on the inactive list will remain on the list until the day after the second 

November general election held after the voter is placed on the inactive list.  If the voter 

makes no contact, as described in the list above, during that period, the voter will be 

removed from the inactive list of electors.  

Note : while not expressly stated, the interpretation of this statute is removal of a voter 

from the inactive list means the voter is no longer a registered voter.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-

235(b)] .  

C. Time Limits and Maintenance of Records  

The voter registration cards of people on the active or inactive voter list shall be retained as 

long as the voter remains on the active or inactive list and for a period of two years 

following removal from the list.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-236 (a)].  

Any rejected registration applications shall be retained on file for a period of two years after 

the date of rejection.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-236(b)].   

All records relating to the maintenance program must be retained on file for at least two (2) 

years and made available for public inspection and copying.  The records must include the 

names and addresses of each person to whom an address confirmation final notice was sent 

and information as to whether each person responded to the mailing.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-

236(c)] . 

D. Correcting the Registration List: Applications and Challenges  

Removal of Persons Convicted of Felonies or Ruled Incompetent  

Each month, the Secretary of State provides the county boards of registrars with a list of all 

persons, including addresses, ages, and other identifying information, who were convicted of 

a felony involving moral turpitude or declared mentally incompetent during the preceding 

month.  The county boards of registrars will remove all such names from the list of electors 
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and mail a notice of such action and the reason for the notice to the last known address of 

such persons by first-class mail.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-231(c)] . 

A person judicially determined to be mentally incompetent may re-register to vote if the 

disability is removed.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-216(b)] . 

Removal Due to Death 

Each month, the local registrar of vital statistics of each county will provide the Secretary of 

State with a list of all persons, including addresses, ages, and other identifying information, 

who died during the preceding calendar month.  The Secretary of State or his or her 

designated agent will remove all such names of deceased persons from the list of voters and 

will notify the registrar in the county where the deceased person was domiciled at the time 

of his or her death.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-231(e)] . 

Removal Due to Lacking Qualifications 

 The board of registrars of each county or municipality shall have the right and 

shall be charged with the responsibility of examining from time to time the 

qualifications of each elector of the county or municipality whose name is 

entered upon the list of electors.   

 If the right of any person to remain on the list of electors is questioned by the 

registrars, they must give such person at least three daysõ written notice of the 

date, time, and place of a hearing to determine whether he or she remains a 

qualified voter.  This notice will be served by first-class mail addressed to the 

mailing address shown on the personõs voter registration records or delivered 

by the sheriff, any deputy sheriff, or any lawful constable of the county or peace 

officer of the municipality.   

 If, after conducting a hearing, the registrars find that the elector is not qualified 

to remain on the list of electors, the registrars shall remove the name of such 

elector from the list of electors.  The elector must be notified of such decision 

in writing. 

 An elector whose name is removed in such a manner will have the right to 

appeal the removal to the superior court of the county by filing a petition with 

the clerk of the superior court within ten days of the decision of the registrars.   

 Unless and until the decision of the registrars is reversed by the court, the 

decision of the registrars will stand.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-228(a), (d) -(f)] . 

Note:   Any elector of a county or municipality can challenge qualifications of any elector on 

the list of electors under a very similar process provided in O.C.G.A. § 21-2-229 and 

described below in the section on challenges. 
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SECTION III ð  POL LING PLACES AND PREPARATION FOR  

ELECTION DAY  
 

I. PREPARATION FOR ELEC TION DAY  
A. Precinct Boundaries, Size of Pre cincts, Deadlines, Polling Place 

Locations/Changes  

Precincts 

The superintendent of a county is responsible for making decisions regarding precinct 

changes and polling place locations. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-70(1) & (4)] . 

Each election district existing as of December 31, 1982, constitutes a separate precinct 

unless changed as provided in the Code of Georgia.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-260(a)] . 

The governing authority of each municipality determines the number and boundaries of 

municipal voting precincts.  Insofar as practicable, municipal precincts should be the same as 

those for state and county elections.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-260(b)] .  

If the boundaries of a precinct are changed, the affected voters must be notified in writing at 

least 30 days before the next election. [Rul e 183-1-7-.01] . 

Voters may petition for a change in the precinct boundaries, the board of registrars may 

petition for a change in the precinct boundaries, or the superintendent may decide on his or 

her own to make a change in the precinct boundaries. The board of registrars should 

produce a study of proposed changes in the precinct boundaries, and the superintendent 

makes the final disposition of whether to make the proposed changes. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-

262].  

Polling Places 

The superintendent of a county or the governing authority of a municipality shall select and 

fix the polling place within each precinct and may change the polling place within any 

precinct.  However, pre-clearance must be obtained from the United States Department of 

Justice prior to any such change pursuant to the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

Polling place changes must be published once a week for two consecutive weeks in the legal 

organ for the county or municipality in which the polling place is located, except for in 

emergency circumstances.   

Additionally, on the first election day following such change, a notice of such change shall be 

posted on the previous polling place and at three other places in the immediate vicinity 

thereof.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-265(a)] . 

All polling places must have suitable and appropriate access for persons with disabilities for 

the purpose of voting. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-265(d)] . 
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B. Ballot Design  

The Secretary of State is responsible for creating the forms for ballots. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-

50].  The election superintendent is responsible for proofreading ballots for the DRE 

devices. [Rule183 -1-12-.02] . 

Detailed design for electronic ballots to be used with the DRE devices is described in 

Rule183-1-12-.02. The design specifications are in the authority appendix. 

The superintendent must have the final form of the ballot on file for public inspection at 

least five days prior to the election. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-292] . 

A voter may petition the superior court of the county to require the superintendent to 

correct a mistake or omission on the ballot. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-293] . 

C. Information Made Available to the Public Prior to Election Day   

Preparation and Distribution of Sample Ballots  

Sample ballots must be prepared and displayed to the public at least 30 days before a 

general primary or election and at least 10 days before a special primary or election. 

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-379.8(b)] . 

Public Exhibition and Instruction on Sample Voting Machine 

All of Georgia now uses Direct Recording Electronic (DRE) units for voting. [O.C.G.A. § 

21-2-379.10] . 

The election superintendent must display and demonstrate the use of the DRE unit 

throughout the county during the month preceding each primary or election.  [O.C.G.A. § 

21-2-379.8(a)] . 

The superintendent must publish a notice in the legal organ of the county stating the date, 

time, and place where preparation and testing of DRE units will be open to the public. The 

testing and preparation must begin on or before the third day before the primary or 

election. [Rule 183 -1-12-.02] . 

D. Election Day Resources  

Voting Equipment 

All elections at the polls in Georgia are now conducted through the use of Direct Recording 

Electronic (DRE) units. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-379.10 and Rule183-1-12-.01] . DRE units 

must be transported to the polls at least one hour before the polls open. [Rule 183 -1-12-

.02] . 

Absentee ballots are recorded through optical scan ballots, except that the Secretary of 

State can provide for in-person absentee voting through the DRE units. [Rule183 -1-12-

.01] . 
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Other Resources 

The election superintendent provides memory cards for the DRE units for each precinct 

with the correct ballot style. [Rule 183 -1-12-.02] . 

The election superintendent also provides an audio ballot for use with devices to be used by 

voters who are illiterate or have disabilities. [Rule 1 83-1-12-.02(8)] .  

The election superintendent also provides the supervisorõs card, the voter access cards, and 

the key to the DRE units to the chief manager at the polling place. [Rule183 -1-12-.02] . 

Counties must use ExpressPoll units in lieu of printed electors lists. There should also be a 

printed supplemental list of voters for any voters whose names were added to the voter 

registration rolls after the preparation of the flash cards used in the ExpressPoll unit. [Rule 

183-1-12-.07] . 

The Secretary of State must provide voterõs certificates to the superintendents. [O.C.G.A. 

§ 21-2-402] . 

Poll Workers and Human Resources 

The elections and primaries are conducted in each precinct by a poll officer board.  

The poll officer board consists of: 

 A chief manager; 

 Two assistant managers; 

 Clerks to assist the assistant managers. 

Managers are appointed by the election superintendent or the municipal governing 

authority. Clerks are appointed by the election superintendent. [O.C.G.A. §§ 21 -2-90 & 

91] . 

All poll officers must be:  

 Judicious; 

 Intelligent; 

 Upright citizens of the United States; 

 Residents of the county or municipality for which they are appointed;  

 At least 16 years old; and 

 Able to read, write, and speak English. 
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Poll officers must not be a candidate for office in the election for which they are serving. 

Poll officers must not hold public office at the time that they are serving as poll workers.  

Relatives of a candidate cannot be poll officers in the precincts where the candidateõs name 

is on the ballot. Relatives include: 

 Parent; 

 Spouse; 

 Child; 

 Sibling; 

 Father- or mother-in-law; 

 Son- or daughter-in-law; and 

 Brother- or sister-in-law. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-92] . 

Poll officers must swear an oath before beginning their duties. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-93] . 

Poll officers must wear identifying badges while performing their duties. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-

97] .  

Poll officers are paid. The superintendent determines the amount of compensation and pays 

the poll workers, or the municipal governing authority in municipal elections. In counties 

with 200,000 or more persons, chief managers must receive at least $95.00 per day, 

assistant managers must receive at least $66.00 each per day, and clerks must receive at 

least $60.00 each per day. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-98] . 

Poll officers must be trained prior to serving at a primary or election. The election 

superintendent must provide the training, and the superintendent must provide the poll 

workers with certificates showing that they have been trained. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-99] .  

II.  POLLING PLACE PROCED URES DURING VOTING  

A. Hours Polls are to be Open  

On Election Day, all polling locations must remain open from 7:00 a.m.  to 7:00 p.m.  In 

cities with populations of 300,000 or more, the polls will remain open until 8 p.m.  during 

the citiesõ general elections.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-403] .  

Each qualified voter in line or within the polling place at the time polls are scheduled to 

close will be allowed to vote.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-413(g)] . 

Note :  In the event that polling hours are extended by a court order, all voters voting 

during the extended time period will be required to vote by provisional ballot.  [O.C.G.A. 

§ 21-2-418(d)] . For more information, see the section on voting by provisional ballot.  
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B. Information Posted at Polling Locations  

The election superintendent must provide directions for voting on the DRE units. These 

directions must be prominently posted within each voting booth.  

Each voter should be offered instruction by a poll worker on how to vote on a DRE unit. 

[Rule 183 -1-12-.02] . 

At least two sample ballots must be prominently posted outside the enclosed space within 

the polling place. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-379.7] . 

C. Who May Be Present  

Generally 

Only the following persons may be within the enclosed polling location during the process 

of voting: 

 poll officers;  

 poll watchers;  

 electors in the course of voting;  

 electorsõ children under 18 years of age or any child who is 12 years of age or 

younger accompanying such persons;  

 persons lawfully giving assistance to electors;  

 duly authorized investigators of the State Election Board; and  

 peace officers when necessary for the preservation of order.  

All other persons must remain outside the enclosed space during the process of voting.  

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-413(f)] . 

Note:  A voterõs own children under the age of 18, or any child under the age of 12, may 

accompany a voter into the voting booth.  However, they may not be disruptive or interfere 

with the voting process, vote the ballot or operate any function of a vote recorder or voting 

machine.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-413(f)] . 

Poll Watchers  

Advance Voting 

In a primary or run-off primary, each candidate who is entitled to have his or her name 

placed on the ballot may be entitled to a poll watcher at each precinct or location at which 

advance voting is conducted.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-408(a)(1) & (2)] . 

On Election Day 
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Who May Appoint  

In counties or municipalities using the DRE voting system, each political party may appoint 

two poll watchers in each primary or election.  Each political body may appoint two poll 

watches in each election. Nonpartisan candidates may each appoint one poll watcher in each 

nonpartisan election. Each independent may appoint one poll watcher in each election.  

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-408] . 

Requirements 

Official poll watchers shall be given a letter signed by the party chairperson and secretary, if 

designated by a political party, containing the following information: name of official poll 

watcher, address, precinct in which he or she shall serve, and name and date of primary or 

run-off primary. At least three days prior to the primary, a copy of the letter shall be 

delivered to the superintendent of the county or municipality in which the poll watcher is to 

serve. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-408 and Rule 183-1-13-.03] . 

Poll watchers are required to wear a badge furnished by the superintendent that contains 

the words òOfficial Poll Watcher,ó the name of the poll watcher, the primary or election in 

which the poll watcher shall serve, and each precinct or tabulating center in which such poll 

watcher is to serve. [Rule 183 -1-13-.04] . 

While in the enclosed voting space, poll watchers may not: 

 Talk to voters; 

 Check voter lists; 

 Use photographic or recording devices; 

 Use cell phones; nor 

 Participate in campaigning. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-408] . 

III.  POLLING PLACES: PROH IBITED CONDUCT  

Campaigning at the Polling Place  

Campaigning and soliciting votes is prohibited within the enclosed polling space.  No printed 

materials will be distributed or displayed except for those required to conduct the election.  

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-413(d)] . 

Note:   The statutory language is vague.  The section appears to prohibit only the 

òdistribution or displayó of electioneering materials, but could be read to apply to any 

materials distributed by any group at a polling place.  PFAWF is currently seeking 

clarification from Georgia election officials. 

No person may campaign; distribute literature or written or printed matter of any kind; 

circulate petitions; or perform similar activities within 150 feet of the building in which a 

polling place is located, or within 25 feet of any voter standing in line at the polling place.  
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[O.C.G.A. §  21-2-414(a)(1)] .  Any person who violates 21-2-414 shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-414(h)] .  

Voter Intimidation 

Any person who uses or threatens to use force and violence, or in any other manner 

intimidates any other person to 1) vote or refrain from voting at any primary or election; 2) 

to vote or refrain from voting for or against any particular candidate or question; or 3) to 

place or refrain from placing his or her name upon a register of electors, shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor.  [O.C.G.A. §  21-2-567] . 

Giving or Receiving Money or Gifts 

Giving or receiving gifts or money for registering as a voter, voting, or voting for a particular 

candidate is prohibited as a felony. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-570] . 

No Firearms at Polling Place   

No one except peace officers regularly employed by the federal, state, county, or municipal 

government or certified security guards shall be permitted to carry firearms within 150 feet 

of any polling place.  [O.C.G.A.§ 21 -2-413(i)] . 

Other Prohibited Conduct 

No one may reenter the enclosed polling place after leaving it except a poll officer, a poll 

watcher, or in order to assist a voter. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-413(c)] . 

No one may take photographs or use cell phones or use other recording devices while in 

the polling place. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-413(e)] . 
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SECTION IV ð ABSENTEE VOTING  

I. ABSENTEE VOTING GENE RALLY  

A. Who May Vote By Absentee Ballot?  

No Reason Required. 

An elector who requests an absentee ballot by mail or who casts an absentee ballot in 

person at the registrarõs office or the absentee ballot clerkõs office shall not be required to 

provide a reason in order to cast an absentee ballot in any primary, election or run-off 

primary or election. 

Reason Required. 

If a voter does not request an absentee ballot by mail, does not cast an absentee ballot in 

person at the registrarõs office or absentee ballot clerkõs office, or does not appear in person 

during the period of Monday through Friday of the week immediately preceding the 

election, the voter must provide one of the following reasons to vote via absentee ballot: 

 You will be absent from your precinct from 7 a.m. until 7 p.m. on Election Day; 

 You are 75 years of age or older; 

 You have a physical disability which prevents you from voting in person or you 

are a constant caregiver of a person with a disability; 

 You are an election official; 

 You are observing a religious holiday which prevents you from voting in person; 

or 

 You are required to remain on duty in your precinct for the protection of life, 

health or safety of the public.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-380] . 

Voters casting an absentee ballot in person must present one of the permitted forms of 

identification and fill out an absentee ballot application when arriving to vote.  [O.C.G.A. §  

21-2-381] . 

No Reason Required. 

No reason is required for early voting (starting September 22, 2008) or voting during 

advance vote week (October 27-31, 2008).  

[http://sos.georgia.gov/elections/advanced_voting.htm]. 

An elector who requests an absentee ballot by mail or who, during the period of Monday 

through Friday of the week immediately preceding the date of a primary, election, or run-off 

primary or election, casts an absentee ballot in person at the registrarõs office or absentee 

ballot clerkõs office shall not be required to provide a reason in order to cast an absentee 

ballot in such primary, election, or run-off primary or election. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-380] . 
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Note :  If you are a member of the armed services or merchant marines and are living 

outside the county or municipality where the election is being held, are a spouse or 

dependent accompanying such a member of the armed services or merchant marines, are 

over 75 years of age, or are disabled, you may submit one absentee ballot application that 

will allow you to receive absentee ballots for both the primary and election, and any run-offs 

resulting from the primary or election.  [O.C.G.A. §  21-2-381] . 

B. 2008 Deadlines (according to the Georgia Secretary of State õs 

website)  

http://www.sos.state.ga.us/elections/elections/voter_information/default.htm#Absentee_Voting 

For Requesting  Absentee Ballots: [ O.C.G.A. § 21-2-381]  

For the November 4, 2008 general election:  

 You may request an absentee ballot as early as 180 days before the general 

election. For the November 4, 2008 general election, absentee ballots can be 

requested as early as May 8, 2008. The latest an absentee ballot request may be 

received is the close of business on the Friday before the election. This is Friday, 

November 1, 2008 for the November 4, 2008 election. 

o Requests for absentee ballot applications can be mailed, faxed or made 

in person to the local county board of registrarõs. Requests for absentee 

ballots via mail should allow sufficient time for the ballot to be mailed to 

the elector.  

o Requests for absentee ballots made in person after the absentee ballots 

have been printed will result in the voter receiving and voting the ballot 

at that time in the registrars office. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-385] . 

For Returning  Absentee Ballo ts:  

For the November 4, 2008 general election:  

 The absentee ballot must be received by the county board of elections by 

7:00pm on election day, November 4, 2008 for the general election. 

o Absentee ballots may be returned by mail or personally delivered by 

someone legally authorized to be in possession of the ballot [O.C.G.A. 

§ 21-2-385(a)] . 

C. Method For Requesting Absentee Ballots  

Electors may request an absentee ballot as early as 180 days before an election.  [O.C.G.A. 

§ 21-2-381(a)(1)(A)] . 

No absentee ballots are issued on Election Day or the day before Election Day.   
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Applications for absentee ballots may be made in person at the registrarõs office, by mail, or 

if available, by facsimile transmission to the registrarõs office.  An absentee ballot application 

is also available on the internet at 

http://sos.georgia.gov/elections/elections/voter_information/absentee.htm.   

Applications by mail should contain the following requirements, according to the Secretary 

of Stateõs Absentee Voting Guide [Source 

htt p://sos.georgia.gov/elections/absentee_voting.htm]:  

 Name; 

 Date of Birth; 

 Residential Address; 

 Party Ballot; 

 Type of Election; 

 Date of Election; 

 A signature; and 

 If requesting a ballot on behalf of another voter, the name and relationship of 

the person requesting the ballot to the voter. 

If an applicant is unregistered, but eligible to register to vote he or she must register before 

the registration deadline (mailed applications must be post marked by the deadline) in order 

to vote by absentee ballot.  Absentee ballots must be signed and received by the county 

board of registrarsõ office on or before Election Day.  

D. Returning Absentee Ballots  

Deadline 

Absentee ballots returned to the county board of registrars after the closing of the polls on 

the day of the election must remain unopened. This section implies absentee ballots must 

arrive to the county board of registrars prior to the closing of the polls on election day in 

order to be counted. [ O.C.G.A. §  21-2-386(a)(1)(F)] .   

Method of Returning Absentee Ballots 

Absentee ballots must be delivered to the county board of registrars in person or by mail. If 

delivered in person, the voter will have to provide photo identification. If the elector is 

unable to personally deliver the ballot due to physical disability, the ballot can be delivered 

to the board of registrars by a relative or adult individual residing in the household of the 

elector. [ O.C.G.A. §  21-2-385(a)] .   

E. Emergency Absentee Ballot Procedures  
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If a voter is confined to a hospital on election day, the registrar or absentee ballot clerk will 

deliver an absentee ballot to the voter, and the voter should then and there vote the ballot, 

seal it, and return it to the registrar or clerk. [O.C.G.A. §§ 21 -2-381 & 21-2-385] . 

F.  Advance Voting  

The Monday through Friday before Election Day, but not the day before Election Day, 

voters may cast a ballot in person in advance. The voter will be required to show photo 

identification as with a regular ballot.  [Source 

http://sos.georgia.gov/elections/advanced_voting.htm ] .  

G. Casting a Ballot in Precinct on Election Day When an Absentee Ballot 

Has Previously Been Requested  

If a voter has received an absentee ballot and has voted it and the board of registrars has 

received it, then the voter may not vote again on Election Day. 

If a voter has received an absentee ballot and has not voted it, the voter may return the 

ballot to the poll manager in the voterõs precinct and the voter may vote a regular ballot.  

If a voter has:  

 Not received an absentee ballot; or 

 Has voted the absentee ballot but the ballot has not been received by the board 

of registrars, 

then the voter may appear before the registrar and request in writing that the absentee 

ballot be marked òcancelledó and the voter may vote a regular ballot. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-

388] . 

H. Assistance with Absentee Voting  

Who May Receive Assistance 

In Requesting a Ballot 

If an applicant for an absentee ballot is residing temporarily out of the county or 

municipality, or if the applicant is physically disabled, the application could be made by a 

person 18 years old or older who is the voterõs: 

 Parent; 

 Grandparent; 

 Aunt or Uncle; 

 Sibling; 

 Spouse; 

http://sos.georgia.gov/elections/advanced_voting.htm
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 Child; 

 Niece or Nephew; 

 Grandchild; 

 Son- or daughter-in-law; 

 Father- or mother-in-law; or 

 Brother- or sister-in-law. [O.C.G.A. §  21-2-381(a)(1)(B)] . 

In Completing a Ballot 

A physically disabled or illiterate elector may receive assistance in preparing his or her ballot 

from one of the following: 

 Any elector who is qualified to vote in the same county or municipality as the 

disabled or illiterate elector; 

 An attendant care provider; or 

 The voterõs family members as listed above in the list on assistance in requesting 
an absentee ballot. 

The assistant must sign the oath on the envelope. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-385(b)] . 

II.  ABSENTEE VOTING FOR OVERSEAS AND MILITAR Y VOTERS  

Military and overseas citizen voters may apply for an absentee ballot using the same 

procedures as any other absentee ballot applicant who will be absent from his or her voting 

precinct on Election Day.   

However, under federal law, members of the U.S. Armed Forces, merchant marines, 

commissioned corps of the Public Health Service and the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration, family members of all of the above, and citizens who reside 

outside of the U.S.  may use the Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) to vote early by mail 

and, if necessary, to temporarily register to vote.  For more information on the FPCA, 

please see the Georgia Secretary of Stateõs website at 

http://www.sos.state.ga.us/elections/elections/voter_information/uocava.htm . 

A. Single Federal Postcard Application  

If an elector will be outside the United States during an election, the board of elections will 

accept a single federal postcard application.  The single application will be treated as an 

application for each election for which the elector will be absent, and the board of elections 

will mail to the applicant any special, primary or general election ballot as is necessary 

without further application.  When mailing absent voterõs ballots to a voter who applied for 

them with the single postcard application, the board must enclose a notification that the 

voter must report to the board subsequent changes in the voterõs voting status or the 
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voterõs subsequent intent to vote in any such election in the precinct where the voter is 

registered to vote.  The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act requires 

the state to accept these postcard applications for elections for Federal office. [4 2 U.S.C. 

§§ 1973ff-1(4), ff -3].  
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SECTION V ð VOTING AND ELECTION DAY INFORMATION  

I. GENERAL INFORMATION  

Qualifications Needed in Order to Vote 

In order to be qualified for any particular election (primary, special or general election) a 

person must be: 

 registered as an elector; 

 a citizen of the state of Georgia and of the United States; 

 at least 18 years of age; 

 a resident of Georgia and of the county or municipality in which he or she seeks 

to vote; and 

 possessed of all other qualifications prescribed by law.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-

216(a)] . 

In the state of Georgia, electors do not have to register by political party to vote in the 

stateõs regular primaries or general elections. 

A. Voters In Line When the Polls Close  

Voters in line when the polls close must be allowed to vote. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-413(g)] . 

B. Casting a Ballot: Availability of Voting Booths  

Number of Booths and Polling Place Conditions 

Each precinct must have at least one voting machine for each 500 voters, and every precinct 

must have at least one voting machine. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-323(b)] . 

There must be at least one DRE unit accessible to disabled voters at each precinct. 

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-379.7] . 

Rooms used as polling places must have suitable heat and light.  

Polling places should be a single room, all of which should be visible to those present, and a 

barrier should ensure that only people inside the barrier can approach the voting machines. 

DRE units must be arranged so as to ensure the privacy of voters and to allow monitoring 

of the units by poll officers. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-267] .  

Accessing Booths 

No voter can occupy a voting booth already occupied by another voter except to give 

assistance. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-413 (a)] . 
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No voter can remain in a voting booth for an unreasonable length of time. If a voter refuses 

to leave a voting booth after a reasonable length of time, he or she will be removed by the 

poll officers. However, the Georgia statute does not define what qualifies as a òreasonableó 

length of time.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-413(b)] . 

If any voting machine, including the DRE unit, becomes inoperable during voting and cannot 

be repaired or substituted, paper ballots can used instead. The paper ballots can be either 

printed or written, and they can be of òany suitable form.ó [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-326(b)] . 

C. Identification  

Voters in Georgia are required to present a photo id in order to cast a regular ballot at the 

polls. Without an id, the voter may still vote, but he or she must cast a provisional ballot 

(see section V.III Provisional Ballots). 

Forms of Identification Accepted 

 a Georgia driverõs license, which was properly issued by the appropriate state 
agency; 

 a valid identification card issued by a branch, department, agency, or entity of 

the State of Georgia, any other state, or the United States authorized by law to 

issue personal identification, provided that such identification card contain a 

photograph of the elector;  

 a valid United States passport;  

 a valid employee identification card containing a photograph of the elector and 

issued by any branch, department, agency, or entity of the United States 

government, this state, or any county, municipality, board, authority, or other 

entity of this state;   

 a valid United States military identification card, provided such identification 

card contains a photograph of the elector; or 

 a valid tribal identification card containing a photograph of the elector. 

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-417(a)(1) -(6)] . 

Note :  If an elector is unable to produce any form of identification listed above and he/she 

is not a first-time voter who registered by mail, the elector must sign a statement under 

oath on a form approved by the Secretary of State, separate and distinct from the electorõs 

voter certificate, swearing or affirming that he or she is the person identified on the 

electorõs voter certificate.  Such person must be allowed to vote by provisional ballot after 

signing the affirmation statement.  Falsely swearing or affirming such statement under oath is 

punishable as a felony.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-417(b)].  

If the voter is a first-time voter who registered by mail and did not include a copy of proper 

identification with the application, such a voter may provide on of the following forms of 

non-photo identification and vote by a regular ballot: a copy of a current utility bill, bank 
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statement, government check, paycheck, or other government document that shows the 

name and address of such elector.  [O.C.G.A. §21 -2-417(c)] . 

Identification Procedure 

Step 1:  When a voter arrives at his or her polling place, the voter will be asked for 

identification and must complete a voterõs certificate which asks for his or her name and 

residence address. 

Step 2 :  Each voter must present proper identification to a poll worker prior to completing 

the voterõs certificate and prior to being admitted to the enclosed voting space.  The 

òprecinct cardó voters receive to confirm their voter registration and voting location is 

NOT  a form of identification and it will not be sufficient identification to vote.   

Step 3:  After presenting identification or signing an affirmation statement if the voter does 

not have identification (see Appendix D), the voter will then present the voterõs certificate 

to the poll officers who will verify that the voter is a registered voter in that precinct by 

checking the votersõ list for that precinct. 

 If the voterõs name is found on the precinct voter list: If the electorõs 

name is found on the list, the voter will be admitted into a voting machine booth 

to cast his or her vote. 

 If the voterõs name is found on the inactive voter list: A voter whose 

name is on the inactive list of voters may vote by regular ballot: 

o If the elector has not changed residences, at the polling place of such 

electorõs last address upon affirming in writing that the voter still resides 

at the address shown on such voterõs registration records; 

o If the voter has moved to an address within the county in the same 

precinct, such voter may vote at the polling place of such voterõs last 

address upon affirming in writing that such voter resides in the county 

by completing a change of address card affirming the new address within 

the county; or 

o If the voter has moved to an address within the county or municipality 

in a different precinct, such voter may vote at the polling place of such 

voterõs last address, for that election and any runoffs resulting from such 

election only, upon affirming in writing that such voter still resides in the 

county or municipality and completing a change of address card 

affirming the new address within the county or municipality. [ O.C.G.A. 

§21-2-235(c)(1) -(3)] . 

Note :  If a voter whose name appears on the inactive list of voters appears at the polls and 

votes as provided under subsection c of § 21-2-235, the board of registrars shall transfer the 

electorõs name back to the official list of voters and shall make any necessary corrections in 

the voterõs registration records.  [ O.C.G.A. § 21-2-235(d)] . 
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 If the voterõs name is NOT found on the precinct voter list:  If the 

personõs name does not appear on the list of registered voters and it cannot be 

immediately determined that the person did timely register to vote in such 

primary or election, the person will be entitled to cast a provisional ballot. 

[ O.C.G.A. § 21-2-418(a)] . For more information on voting by provisional 

ballot, see the section on provisional ballots.   

II.  ASSISTANCE TO VOTERS  AT THE POLLING PLACE   

A.  Voters Unable to Enter/Unable to Speak English/Otherwise Disabled  

People who are unable to read the English language or disabled in such a way as to prevent 

them from seeing the ballot, operating the voting mechanism, or entering the voting booth 

unassisted may receive assistance in voting.  In order to be eligible for assistance, all those 

claiming to be disabled in such a way ðexcept for those claiming to be blind ð must take an 

oath stating the reason why he or she requires assistance.  The name and signature of the 

person assisting the voter will be recorded.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-409(a)] . 

In elections with a federal candidate on the ballot, the voter can choose anyone to serve as 

his or her assistant, with the exception of the voterõs employer, agent of the voterõs 

employer, officer of the voterõs union, or a representative of the voterõs union.  There is no 

requirement to make an oath stating any reason for assistance for an election with a federal 

candidate. 

Note :  While not expressly stated in the statute, there is no limit as to the number of 

voters an individual may assist in elections with a federal candidate on the ballot.  

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-409(b)(1)] . 

In all other elections, a voter can choose any voter who is a resident of the precinct in 

which the voter seeks voting assistance, with the exception of a poll officer or poll watcher.  

A voter can also choose to be assisted by his or her mother, father, sister, brother, spouse, 

or child.  Candidates and their family members will not be allowed to assist voters unless 

they are also related to the voter requesting assistance.  No one person can assist more 

than 10 voters in elections without a federal candidate on the ballot. [O.C.G.A. §  21-2-

409(b)(2)] . 

Note:   Between the hours of 9:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. on the day of an election, voters who 

are 75 years of age or older or who are disabled and require assistance voting may, upon 

request to a poll officer, vote immediately without waiting in line.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-

409.1] . 

B.   Voters Unable to Enter ñAccessibility to Voters with Disabilities  

When selecting and fixing a polling place in each precinct, the superintendent of a county or 

the governing authority of a municipality, must select, if practicable, a polling place with 

suitable and appropriate access to disabled voters.  If no such practicable locations exist 

within the precinct, the superintendent of a county or the governing authority of a 

municipality may effect temporary modifications to such existing locations as will, in his or 

her or its judgment, provide more convenient and appropriate access to the polling place by 

the disabled voter.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-265(d)] . 



    

October 6, 2008 

37 

Note:   No polling place may be selected or used under any circumstances which does not 

have suitable and appropriate access to persons with disabilities for the purpose of voting; 

and any person, whether or not personally aggrieved, may bring an action for mandamus to 

require that all polling places in the county or municipality have suitable and appropriate 

access to persons with disabilities for the purpose of voting.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-265(d)] . 

C. Assistance in Languages Other Than English  

Georgia is not required to supply assistance in languages other than English based on the 

Department of Justiceõs determination last made in 2002. [Source: 

http://www.usdoj.gov/crt/voting/sec_203/activ_203.htm#coveredjuris] .   

D. Blind or Illiterate Voters  

The election superintendent provides an audio ballot for use with devices to be used by 

voters who are illiterate or have disabilities. [Rule 183 -1-12-.02(8)] . 

III.  INFORMATION REGARDIN G VOTERS WHO HAVE MO VED 

A. Moving Within the Same Precinct  

If an elector moves to a residence in the same precinct but different address and does not 

notify the registrar by the fifth Monday prior to the election (which date is October 6th for 

the November 4th election) they may vote in their old polling place for that election and 

any subsequent runoffs.  They must file a notice of their new address.  This can be done at 

the polling place. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-218(d)] . 

B. Moving Between Precincts Within the Same County  

If an elector moves within the same county in which they are registered to vote and does 

not notify the registrar by the fifth Monday prior to the election (which date is October 6th 

for the November 4th election) he/she may vote in his/her old polling place for that 

election.  He/she must file a notice of his/her new address, which can be done at the polling 

place.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-218(c)] . 

C. Moving Between Counties  

If an elector moves outside the county in which he/she is registered to vote after the fifth 

Monday prior to the election (which date is October 6th for the November 4th election), 

he/she may vote in his/her old polling place for that election.  [O.C.G.A. §  21-2-218(e)] . 

If a person moves outside the county in which he or she is registered to vote before the 

fifth Monday prior to the election (which date is October 6th for the November 4th 

election), he/she has lost his/her eligibility to vote in the county of his/her old residence.  

Such person must register to vote in his or her new county of residence.  If he/she does not 

register to vote by October 6th, he/she cannot vote in the November 4th election. 

D. Moving From Another St ate 
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If an elector moves from another state to the State of Georgia, he or she must, at the time 

of registration, provide his previous state of residence to the Secretary of State in order to 

notify the state of previous residence of the change and cancel such personõs voter 

registration in the former place of residence. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-218(a)] .  

IV.  PROVISIONAL VOTING  

A.   Procedures for Casting a Provisional Ballot  

All voters voting by provisional ballot must complete an official voter registration form and a 

provisional ballot voting certificate which will include information about the place, manner, 

and approximate date on which the person registered to vote.  The person must swear or 

affirm in writing that he or she:  

 previously registered to vote in the primary or election;  

 is eligible to vote in the primary or election;  

 has not voted previously in the primary or election; and  

 meets the criteria for registering to vote in the primary or election.   

The person must also present a form of identification or sign a statement affirming his or 

her identity if they do not have identification, as provided in section 21-2-417.  When the 

person has provided the information, the person must be allowed to cast the provisional 

ballot.  [O.C.G.A. §  21-2-418(b) -(c)] . 

Identification Verification Required 

When a voter did not have proper identification and consequently voted by provisional 

ballot, the provisional ballot will not be counted unless the voter provides the identification 

in person, by fax, or if the voter is disabled, by a third party, to the registrars before the end 

of two days following the  primary or election. [Rule 183 -1-12-.06] .   

B. Voters Permitted to Cast a Provisional Ballot  

If the voterõs name is not found on the precinct voter list: 

If the personõs name does not appear on the list of registered electors and it cannot be 

immediately determined that the person did timely register to vote in such primary or 

election, the person will be entitled to cast a provisional ballot.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-418 

(a)] . 

First-time voters:  

Voters who registered for the first-time by mail, did not provide one of the valid forms of 

identification at the time of registration, and are unable to provide one of the valid forms of 

identification at the polling place, will be required to vote using a provisional ballot and must 

swear or affirm that he or she is the person identified in his or her voterõs certificate.  The 
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voterõs ballot will only be counted if the registrars are able to verify the current and valid 

identification of the elector.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-417(c)] . 

Voters without Identification:  

A voter who is unable to produce photo identification shall be allowed to vote by 

provisional ballot upon swearing or affirming that the voter is the person identified on the 

elector certification. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-417(b)] . 

Voting After Hours 

If the polling hours are extended by a court order, the voters who cast ballots after the 

normal closing time will vote by provisional ballot. [Rule 183 -1-12-.06 (6)(a)] . 

V.  CHALLENGES  

A. Challenges - Generally  

Any voter in a county or municipality may challenge the right of any other voter in the 

county or municipality to vote in an election.  The challenge must be in writing and specify 

distinctly the grounds of such challenge.   

The challenge may be made at any time prior to the voter whose right to vote is being 

challenged voting or, if such voter cast an absentee ballot, prior to 5:00 pm on the day 

before the election.  [O.C.G.A. §  21-2-230(a)] . 

B. Probable Cause to Sustain a Challenge  

Upon the filing of such challenge, the board of registrars must immediately consider such 

challenge and determine whether probable cause exists to sustain such challenge.  If the 

registrars do not find probable cause, the challenge shall be denied.  If the registrars find 

probable cause, the registrars must notify the poll officers of the challenged voterõs precinct 

or, if the challenged voter voted by absentee ballot, notify the poll officers at the absentee 

ballot precinct and, if practical, notify the challenged voter and afford such voter an 

opportunity to answer.  [O.C.G.A.  §  21-2-230(b)] . 

C. Challenged Voterõs Opportunity to be Heard 

If the challenged elector appears at the polling place to vote, such elector must be given the 

opportunity to appear before the registrars and answer the grounds of the challenge.  

[O.C.G.A. §  21-2-230(c)] . 

Inaction by Challenged Voter 

If the challenged elector does not cast an absentee ballot and does not appear at the polling 

place to vote and if the challenge is based on grounds other than the qualifications of the 

elector to remain on the list of electors, no further action by the registrars is required.  

[O.C.G.A. §  21-2-230(d)] . 

D. Treatment of Absentee Ballot as a Challenged Ballot  
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If the challenged elector casts an absentee ballot and it is not practical to conduct a hearing 

prior to the close of the polls and the challenge is based upon grounds other than the 

qualifications of the elector to remain on the list of electors, the absentee ballot will be 

treated as a challenged ballot pursuant to Code Section 21-2-386.  No further action by the 

registrars is required.  [O.C.G.A. §  21-2-230(e)] . 

E. Handling of Absentee Ballot Treated as a Challenged Ballot  

If an absentee electorõs right to vote has been challenged for cause, a poll officer will open 

the envelopes and write òChallenged,ó the electorõs name, and the alleged cause of challenge 

on the back of the ballot, without disclosing the markings on the face thereof; and will 

deposit the ballot in the box; and it will be counted as other challenged ballots are counted.   

In the case of absentee votes cast on direct recording electronic (DRE) voting systems, the 

ballots will be coded in such a way that the ballot of a challenged voter can be separated 

from other valid ballots at the time of tabulation and then counted or rejected accordingly.  

The board of registrars or absentee ballot clerk must promptly notify the elector of such 

challenge.  [O.C.G.A. §  21-2-386(e)] . 

F. Hearings Before the Board  

If the challenged elector does not cast an absentee ballot and does not appear at the polling 

place to vote and the challenge is based on the grounds that the elector is not qualified to 

remain on the list of electors, the board of registrars shall proceed to hear the challenge as 

described below.  [O.C.G.A. §  21-2-230(f)] . 

Expedited Hearing 

Absentee Voters: 

If the challenged voter cast an absentee ballot and the challenge is based on the voterõs 

qualification to be on the list of voters, the superintendent cannot certify the election 

returns until the board of registrars conclude the hearing and give a decision.  

If the board of registrars denies the challenge, the superintendent may certify the election 

returns. 

If the board of registrars upholds the challenge, the name of the challenged voter must be 

removed from the list of voters, the challenged voterõs ballot must be removed and not 

counted, and if necessary, the vote returns must be adjusted.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-230(g)] . 

Voting in Person: 

If the challenged voter appears at the polls, and if it is practical to conduct a hearing prior to 

the close of the polls, the board of registrars must conduct the hearing and decide the 

merits of the challenge.  

If the board denies the challenge, the voter will be allowed to vote even if the polls have 

closed. 
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If the board upholds the challenge, the voter will not be allowed to vote, and the voter will 

be removed from the list of voters. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-230(h)] . 

Note :  If the challenged voter appears at the polls to vote, and it is not practical to conduct 

a hearing prior to the close of the polls or if the registrars begin a hearing and subsequently 

find that a decision on the challenge cannot be rendered within a reasonable time, the voter 

must be permitted to vote by having the word òChallengedó and the voterõs name written 

across the back of the voterõs ballot, even if the polls have closed.  In such cases, if the 

challenge is based upon the grounds that the challenged voter is not qualified to remain on 

the list of voters, the registrars shall proceed to finish the hearing prior to the certification 

of the consolidated returns of the election by the election superintendent.  If the challenge is 

based on other grounds, no further action shall be required by the registrars.  [O.C.G.A. §  

21-2-230(i)] . 

The voter making the challenge and the challenged voter may appeal the decision of the 

registrars in the manner described below.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-230(i)] . 

G. Appeal  

Either party has a right of appeal from the decision of the registrars to the superior court by 

filing a petition with the clerk of the superior court within ten days after the date of the 

decision of the registrars.   

A copy of such petition must be served upon the other parties and the registrars.   

Unless and until the decision of the registrars is reversed by the court, the decision of the 

registrars will stand.  [O.C.G.A. §  21-2-229(e)] . 

VI. CERTIFICATION OF VOT ING MACHINES  

A. Request for Examination  

Any ten or more Georgia voters may, at any time, request the Secretary of State to 

reexamine any voting machine previously examined and approved by him or her.  The 

voters requesting the examination must pay for the examination. The Secretary of State, 

may, at any time, in his or her discretion, reexamine any voting machine. [ O.C.G.A. § 21-

2-324(a)] . 

B. Examination Procedure  

 The Secretary of State shall require that the voting machine to be examined or reexamined 

by three examiners. The Secretary of State must appoint the examiners. The examiners 

must be: 

 One expert in patent law; 

 Two experts in mechanics. 

The examiners must produce a written report on the examined machines. [ O.C.G.A. § 

21-2-324(b)] . 



    

October 6, 2008 

42 

C. Approval of Machines  

Voting machines must be approved under 21-2-324(b) to be used in Georgia, and if after 

reexamination it appears that a machine can no longer be used because of any problem 

concerning its ability to accurately record or tabulate votes, the Secretary of State must 

immediately revoke approval for the machine. [ O.C.G.A. § 21-2-324(c)] . 

At least ten days prior to any primary or election, including special primaries, special 

elections, and referendum elections, the election superintendent shall verify and certify in 

writing to the Secretary of State that all voting will occur on equipment certified by the 

Secretary of State.  [ O.C.G.A. § 21-2-324(d)] .   

When a machine has been approved, no improvement or change that does not impair its 

accuracy, efficiency, or capacity shall render necessary a reexamination or reapproval of the 

machine or of its kind.  [ O.C.G.A. § 21-2-324(f) ] .   
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SECTION VI ð POST-ELECTION PROCEDURES  

I. CLOSING THE POLLS  

Immediately after the last voter has voted, the poll manager uses the supervisorõs card and 

closes each DRE unit against further voting. 

After the polls have closed and all voting in the precinct has ceased, the poll manager shuts 

down the DRE units and extracts the election results from each unit. [Rule 183 -1-12-.02] . 

II.  COUNTING THE BALLOTS  

The poll officers first compare the total number of persons voting by comparing:  

 The number of voter certificates; 

 The number of persons marked on the voter list; 

 The number voters on the numbered list of voters; and 

 The number of persons shows as voting on the DRE unit election counter. 

If there is an inconsistency, the poll officers must determine the reason, correct it if 

possible, and document the problem before going further.  

The poll manager then must compare the results tape from the DRE unit showing the 

number of votes cast against the election counter on the DRE unit. If there is a discrepancy, 

the poll manager must document it. [Rule183 -1-12-.02] . 

Then, the manager should either print out tapes from each DRE unit showing the total 

count from each DRE unit, or the manager should use one DRE unit as a vote accumulator, 

and load the memory cards from the other DRE units into the accumulator. After 

accumulating the votes, the manager should print out three copies of the accumulated 

results tape. [Rule183 -1-12-.02] . 

Either the individual or the accumulated results tape must be posted on the door of the 

polling place.  

Copies of the results tape(s) should also be placed into a sealed envelope along with the 

memory card from each DRE unit which shall be sealed and initialed by the manager so that 

it cannot be opened without breaking the seal. [Rule183 -1-12-.02] . 

 

OR 

If a system is established by the Secretary of State, the poll manager shall first transmit the 

election results extracted from each DRE unit in each precinct via modem to the central 

tabulating center of the county; and 

 

The manager shall then extract the memory card from each DRE unit. 



    

October 6, 2008 

44 

NOTE: Vote totals reported electronically are not official. [Rule183 -1-12-.02] . 

 

The manager and one poll worker then deliver the sealed, initialed envelope to the 

tabulating center for the county or municipality, and they receive a receipt for it. The copies 

of the recap forms, unused ballots, records, and other materials must be returned to the 

designated location and retained as provided by law. 

 

After receiving the sealed envelope containing the zero tapes, results tapes, and memory 

cards, the election superintendent must verify the signatures on the envelope.  

Once verified, the superintendent must break the seal of the envelope and remove its 

contents. 

The superintendent must then download the results stored on the memory card from each 

DRE unit into the election management system located at the central tabulation point of the 

county in order to obtain election results for certification. [ O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-379.11] .   

A. Tabulation of Votes  

In primaries and elections in which DRE units are used, the ballots must be counted at the 

precinct or tabulating center under the direction of the superintendent.   

All persons who perform any duties at the tabulating center must be deputized by the 

superintendent and only persons so deputized may touch any ballot, container, paper, or 

machine utilized in the conduct of the count or be permitted to be in the immediate area 

designated for officers deputized to conduct the count. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-379.11 (a)].  

All proceedings at the tabulating center and precincts must be open to the public. No one 

except a person employed and designated for the purpose by the superintendent or the 

superintendentõs authorized deputy may touch any ballot, any DRE unit, or the tabulating 

equipment.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-379.11 (b)].  

B. Counting Provisional Ballots  

All provisional ballots must be reviewed by the board of registrars no later than two days 

following the primary or election.   [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-419(b)] .  The board of registrars 

must notify in writing those persons whose provisional ballots were not counted that their 

ballots were not counted because of the inability of the registrars to verify that the persons 

timely registered to vote or other proper reason.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-419(d)(1)] . The 

registrars must process the official voter registration form completed by such persons 

pursuant to Code Section 21-2-418 and must add such persons to the electors list if found 

qualified.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-419(d)(1)] . 

 If it is determined that the voter was registered and entitled to vote but voted 

in the wrong precinct, the superintendent will count only the votes he or she 

cast in races in which he or she was eligible to vote. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-

419(c)(2)] . The board of registrars must notify in writing those electors who 

voted in the wrong precinct and whose votes were therefore only partially 

counted.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-419(d)(2)] . 
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 At the time the voter casts a provisional ballot in an election with federal 

candidates on the ballot, he or she must also be given written information on a 

free access system, established by the registrar, which the voter can access later 

to see if his or her ballot was counted and, if not, the reason why it was not 

counted. [O.C.G.A. § 21-2-418(f)] . 

C. Counting Absentee Ballo ts 

Absentee ballots are not to be counted before 7:00 a.m. on election day. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -

2-386 (a)(5)]. After the close of the polls, a manager will open the outer envelope, so as 

not to destroy the oath printed on the envelope.  The ballots will then be counted in the 

same manner as the other ballots. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-386 (a)(7)(c)] . 

Rejected Absentee Ballots 

If an absentee ballot is rejected, the county board of registrars must promptly notify the 

voter by mail.  A copy of the notification must be kept on file for at least one year.  

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-386 (a)(1)(C)] .  

The county board of registrars will transmit all rejected absentee ballots to the clerk of the 

superior court or the city clerks to be held with other election materials.   [O.C.G.A. § 

21-2-390] . The rejected ballots will remain, unopened for a period of 24 months, at such 

time they will be destroyed.   

Ballots that were not signed, or have signatures that do not appear to match the votersõ 

signature on the absentee ballot application, will be rejected.   

Absentee ballots may also be rejected if the voter fails to furnish other information required 

on the ballot or the information furnished does not conform with that on file in the 

registrarõs office, or if the elector is otherwise found disqualified to vote.  The board of 

registrars or absentee ballot clerk will promptly notify the voter of any such rejection and a 

copy of the notification will remain in the files of the board of registrars or absentee ballot 

clerk for at least one year.  [O.C .G.A. § 21-2-386(c)] . 

D. Recount Procedures  

Whenever the difference between the winning candidate and another candidate is less than 

1 percent of the total votes cast for the office, any candidate who came within 1 percent of 

the winning candidate has the right to a recount of the votes.  

A request for recount must be made in writing by the losing candidate.  

If the office is federal or state, the request should be made to the Secretary of State. 

For all non federal or state offices, the request should be made to the election 

superintendent. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-495 (c)]  

A candidate for federal or state office can also petition for a recount when it appears that a 

discrepancy or error has been made. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-495 (d)].  
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E. Problems on Election Day  

Insufficient Number of Clerks/Poll Workers 

The election superintendent is responsible for appointing a sufficient number of clerks at the 

precincts to serve at the primary or election.  If additional clerks are required during the day 

for the purpose of counting ballots, or for other purposes, the superintendent may appoint 

additional clerks.  [ O.C.G.A. §  21-2-91] . 

Poll workers are required to arrive at their respective appointed precinct by 6:30 a.m.  on 

Election Day, at least 30 minutes before the polls open.  If the chief manager has not arrived 

at the polling place by 7:00 a.m.  on Election Day, the assistant managers must appoint a 

qualified chief manager.   

If an assistant manager has not arrived by 7:00 a.m., the chief manager must appoint a 

qualified assistant manager.   

If, for any reason, any vacancy in the office of manager has not been filled by 7:30 a.m., the 

electors of the precinct, present at such time, have the right to elect a qualified person to fill 

the vacancy.   

If any clerk has not appeared by 7:00 a.m., the chief manager must fill the vacancy by 

appointing a qualified person.  [ O.C.G.A. § 21-2-405(a)-(b)] .  

The election superintendent must obtain from the Secretary of State a sufficient number of 

cards of instruction for guidance of electors, blank forms of oaths of poll officers, voterõs 

certificates, voting rights posters, notices of penalties, oaths of assisted electors, numbered 

list of voters, tally sheets, return sheets, and such other forms and supplies, in each precinct 

of the county or municipality. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-400(a)] . 

Complaints 

Any person who believes that a violation of any provision of Title III of the Help America 

Vote Act has occurred, is occurring, or is about to occur may file a complaint with the 

Secretary of State.  [Rul e 590-8-1-.01] .  Title III includes:  

 voting system standards;  

 accessibility of voting systems to persons with disabilities; 

 instructions on correcting voting errors;  

 identification requirements for voting in federal elections if registration is by 

mail; 

 computerized voter registration; 

 contents of registration forms; and  

 provisional voting. 
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The complaint shall be in writing, signed and sworn to by the person making the complaint, 

and notarized. 

The complaint shall be delivered to and served upon the Secretary of State in person, by 

U.S. Mail or guaranteed overnight delivery. 

The Secretary of State shall investigate the allegations of the complaint. 

The complainant may request a hearing.  The hearing may be by telephone, conference call, 

or in person and shall be recorded. 

The Secretary of State may dismiss the complaint upon a determination that it is unfounded.   

The Secretary of State shall make a determination of the validity of the complaint within 90 

days following the date on which the complaint is received, unless, the complainant agrees 

to an extension of the time period. 

If a complaint is determined to be valid, the Secretary of State shall take all necessary and 

appropriate action to address any violations. 

If the Secretary of State does not render a final determination within 90 days or within any 

extension agreed to by the complainant, the Secretary of State will initiate proceedings for 

alternative dispute resolution. [Rule 590 -8-2-.01] . 
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APPENDIX A: VOTER RE GISTRATION AND ABSEN TEE 

BALLOT F ORMS 
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APPENDIX B  

COUNTY BOARDS OF ELE CTIONS AND REGISTRAR S 

 

The address of any local Board of Elections and Registrar can be found through the Secretary of 

Stateõs Office.   

Contact: 

Secretary of State 

1104 West Tower, 2 MLK Jr. Dr. 

Atlanta, GA 30334-1530 

Phone: 404-656-2871 

Fax:   404-651-9531 

Internet: http://www.sos.ga.gov/Elections/ 
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APPENDIX C  

2007-2008 ELECTION CALEND AR 

 

April 8, 2007  
Earliest day for a political body to begin circulating nomination petitions for state-wide 

candidates nominated by convention.  O.C.G.A. 21-2-182 

January 1, 

2008 

Earliest day to file and publish a notice of intention to be a write-in candidate in the General or 

Nonpartisan Election.  

O.C.G.A. 21-2-133 (a)  

January 7, 

2008 

Last day a person may register and be eligible to vote in the February 5, 2008 Presidential 

Preference Primary/Special  

Election.  O.C.G.A. 21-2-224 (a) 

January 10, 

2008 

Earliest day for an Independent or Political Body candidate to begin circulating a nomination  petition 

for an office other than a Political Body candidate running for a state-wide office in which they are 

nominated by state-wide convention.  O.C.G.A.  

21-2-170 (e) 

April 28, 

2008 

9:00 A.M.  

Earliest day for a Political Party candidate to file Declaration of Candidacy to have their name placed 

on the General Primary Ballot. O.C.G.A. 21-2-153 (c) (1) 

May 2, 2008 

12:00 Noon  

Last day for a Political Party candidate to file Declaration of Candidacy to have their name placed on 

the General Primary  

Ballot. O.C.G.A.  21-2-153 (c) (1) 

June 7, 2008 
Last day for a political body to hold a convention for the purpose of nominating candidates to be 

placed on the General Election Ballot. O.C.G.A 21-2-172 (e)  

June 16, 2008 Last day for a person to register and be eligible to vote in the General Primary. O.C.G.A. 21-2-224(a) 

June 23, 2008 

9:00 A.M.  
Earliest day for an Independent or Political Body candidate to file a nomination petition.  

June 23, 2008 

9:00 A.M.  

Earliest day for an Independent, Political Body, or Nonpartisan candidate to file Notice of Candidacy 

to have their name placed on the General Election Ballot. O.C.G.A. 21-2-132(c) (1) (2) 

June 27, 2008 

12:00 Noon  

Last day for an Independent, Political Body, or Nonpartisan candidate to file Notice of 

Candidacy to have their name placed on the General Election Ballot. O.C.G.A. 21-2-132(c) 

(1)(2)  

July 8, 2008 

12:00 Noon  

Last day for an Independent or a Political Body candidate to file the required nomination petition. 

O.C.G.A. 21-2-132(d); 21-2-187 

July 8, 2008 

12:00 Noon  

Last day for a political body desiring to nominate its statewide candidates by convention to file a 

qualifying petition. O.C.G.A. 21-2-187 

August 18, 

2008 

Last day a person may register and be eligible to vote in the Special Election to be held  

on September 16, 2008. O.C.G.A. 21-2-224 (b) (2) 

September 2, 

2008 

Last day to file and publish a notice of intention to be a write-in candidate in theGeneral or 

Nonpartisan Election. O.C.G.A. 21-2-133 (a) 

September 8, 

2008 

Last day to file affidavit stating that notice of intention to be a write-in candidate has been published 

in accordance with O.C.G.A. 21-2-133 (b) 

October 6, 

2008 

Last day a person may register and be eligible to vote in the General and Nonpartisan Election and 

Runoff. O.C.G.A. 21-2-224 (a) 

November 4, 

2008 
General Election/Special Election 
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ELECTION DAY IRREGUL ARITIES COMPLAINT LO G FORM 
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APPENDIX E  

TABLE OF AUTHORITIES  

 

SECTION I ð STATE AND LOCAL ELEC TION OFFICIALS  

I. STATE ELECTION OFFICIALS  

A.  Secretary of State   

The General Assembly shall provide by law for a method of appeal from the decision to allow or 

refuse to allow any person to register or vote and shall provide by law for a procedure whereby 

returns of all elections by the people shall be made to the Secretary of State.  [ GA . CONST . 

art. II, sec. II, para. I.]  

The Secretary of State is designated as the chief state election official to coordinate the 

responsibilities of this state under the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 as required by 42 

U.S.C. Section 1973-8.  [Official C ode of Georgia Annotated (hereinafter O.C.G.A.)  § 

21-2-210] . 

 

(a) The Secretary of State shall exercise all the powers granted to the Secretary of State by this 

chapter and shall perform all the duties imposed by this chapter, which shall include the 

following: 

 

(1) To determine the forms of nomination petitions, ballots, and other forms the Secretary of 

State is required to determine under this chapter; 

 

(2) To receive registration statements from political parties and bodies and to determine their 

sufficiency prior to filing, in accordance with this chapter, and to settle any disputes concerning 

such statements; 

 

(3) To receive and determine the sufficiency of nomination petitions of candidates filing notice of 

their candidacy with the Secretary of State in accordance with this chapter; 

 

(4) To certify to the proper superintendent official lists of all the political party candidates who 

have been certified to the Secretary of State as qualified candidates for the succeeding primary 

and to certify to the proper superintendent official lists of all the candidates who have filed their 

notices of candidacy with the Secretary of State, both such certifications to be in substantially 

the form of the ballots to be used in the primary or election. The Secretary of State shall add to 

such form the language to be used in submitting any proposed constitutional amendment or 

other question to be voted upon at such election; 

 

(5) To furnish to the proper superintendent all blank forms, including tally and return sheets, 

numbered lists of voters, cards of instructions, notices of penalties, instructions for marking 

ballots, tally sheets, precinct returns, recap sheets, consolidated returns, oaths of managers and 

clerks, oaths of assisted electors, voters certificates and binders, applications for absentee 

ballots, envelopes and instruction sheets for absentee ballots, and such other supplies as the 
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Secretary of State shall deem necessary and advisable from time to time, for use in all elections 

and primaries. Such forms shall have printed thereon appropriate instructions for their use; 

 

(6) To receive from the superintendent the returns of primaries and elections and to canvass 

and compute the votes cast for candidates and upon questions, as required by this chapter; 

 

(7) To furnish upon request a certified copy of any document in the Secretary of State's custody 

by virtue of this chapter and to fix and charge a fee to cover the cost of furnishing same; 

 

(8) To perform such other duties as may be prescribed by law; 

 

(9) To determine and approve the form of ballots for use in special elections; 

 

(10) To prepare and provide a notice to all candidates for federal or state office advising such 

candidates of such information, to include requirements of this chapter, as may, in the discretion 

of the Secretary of State, be conducive to the fair, legal, and orderly conduct of primaries and 

elections. A copy of such notice shall be provided to each superintendent for further 

distribution to candidates for county and militia district offices; 

 

(11) To conduct training sessions at such places as the Secretary of State deems appropriate in 

each year, for the training of registrars and superintendents of elections; 

 

(12) To prepare and publish, in the manner provided in this chapter, all notices and 

advertisements in connection with the conduct of elections which may be required by law; 

 

(13) To prepare and furnish information for citizens on voter registration and voting; 

 

(14) To maintain the official list of registered voters for this state and the list of inactive voters 

required by this chapter; and 

 

(15) To develop, program, build, and review ballots for use by counties and municipalities on 

direct recording electronic (DRE) voting systems in use in the state. 

 

(b) As the state's chief election official, the Secretary of State shall not serve in any fiduciary 

capacity for the campaign of any candidate whose election will be certified by the Secretary of 

State. Nothing in this subsection shall prohibit the Secretary of State from organizing and 

operating his or her own campaign for election to public office. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-50] . 

 

(a) The Secretary of State, as the chief election official designated under the federal Help 

America Vote Act of 2002, shall be responsible for coordinating the obligations of the state 

under the federal Help America Vote Act of 2002. 

 

(b) As the chief election official, the Secretary of State is authorized to promulgate rules and 

regulations to establish administrative complaint procedures as required under Section 402 of 

Title IV of the federal Help America Vote Act of 2002, which prescribes a process to remedy 

only those grievances filed under Title III of such federal act. 

 

(c) Election related complaints filed with the Secretary of State alleging violations of Title III of 
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the federal Help America Vote Act of 2002 shall not be subject to hearing procedures of 

Chapter 13 of Title 50, the "Georgia Administrative Procedure Act," but shall be resolved 

pursuant to rules and regulations promulgated under subsection (b) of this Code section 

whereby the Secretary of State shall have the authority to issue a final order for complaints filed 

under the federal Help America Vote Act of 2002.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-50.2] . 

 

B. State Election Board  

(a) There is created a state board to be known as the State Election Board, to be composed of 

the Secretary of State, an elector to be elected by a majority vote of the Senate of the General 

Assembly at its regular session held in each odd-numbered year, an elector to be elected by a 

majority vote of the House of Representatives of the General Assembly at its regular session 

held in each odd-numbered year, and a member of each political party to be nominated and 

appointed in the manner provided in this Code section. No person while a member of the 

General Assembly shall serve as a member of the board. 

 

(b) A member elected by a house of the General Assembly shall take office on the day following 

the adjournment of the regular session in which elected and shall serve for a term of two years 

and until his or her successor is elected and qualified, unless sooner removed. An elected 

member of the board may be removed at any time by a majority vote of the house which 

elected him or her. In the event a vacancy should occur in the office of such a member of the 

board at a time when the General Assembly is not in session, then the President of the Senate 

shall thereupon appoint an elector to fill the vacancy if the prior incumbent of such office was 

elected by the Senate or appointed by the President of the Senate; and the Speaker of the 

House of Representatives shall thereupon appoint an elector to fill the vacancy if the prior 

incumbent of such office was elected by the House of Representatives or appointed by the 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. A member appointed to fill a vacancy may be removed 

at any time by a majority vote of the house whose presiding officer appointed him or her. 

 

(c) Within 30 days after April 3, 1968, the state executive committee of each political party shall 

nominate a member of its party to serve as a member of the State Election Board and, 

thereupon, the Governor shall appoint such nominee as a member of the board to serve for a 

term of two years from the date of the appointment and until his or her successor is elected 

and qualified, unless sooner removed. Thereafter, such state executive committee shall select a 

nominee for such office on the board within 30 days after a vacancy occurs in such office and 

shall also select a nominee at least 30 days prior to the expiration of the term of each 

incumbent nominated by it; and each such nominee shall be immediately appointed by the 

Governor as a member of the board to serve for the unexpired term in the case of a vacancy, 

and for a term of two years in the case of an expired term. Each successor, other than one 

appointed to serve an unexpired term, shall serve for a term of two years; and the terms shall 

run consecutively from the date of the initial gubernatorial appointment. No person shall be 

eligible for nomination by such state executive committee unless he or she is an elector and a 

member in good standing of the political party of the committee. Such a member shall cease to 

serve on the board and his or her office shall be abolished if and when his or her political 

organization shall cease to be a "political party" as defined in Code Section 21-2-2. 

 

(d) The Secretary of State shall be the chairperson of the board. Three members of the board 

shall constitute a quorum, and no vacancy on the board shall impair the right of the quorum to 
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exercise all the powers and perform all the duties of the board. The board shall adopt a seal for 

its use and bylaws for its own government and procedure. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-30 (a)-(d)] . 

 

It shall be the duty of the State Election Board: 

 

(1) To promulgate rules and regulations so as to obtain uniformity in the practices and 

proceedings of superintendents, registrars, deputy registrars, poll officers, and other officials, as 

well as the legality and purity in all primaries and elections; 

 

(2) To formulate, adopt, and promulgate such rules and regulations, consistent with law, as will 

be conducive to the fair, legal, and orderly conduct of primaries and elections; and, upon the 

adoption of each rule and regulation, the board shall promptly file certified copies thereof with 

the Secretary of State and each superintendent; 

 

(3) To publish and furnish to primary and election officials, from time to time, a sufficient 

number of indexed copies of all primary and election laws and pertinent rules and regulations 

then in force; 

 

(4) To publish and distribute such explanatory pamphlets regarding the interpretation and 

application of primary and election laws as in the opinion of the board should be distributed to 

the electorate; 

 

 (7) To promulgate rules and regulations to define uniform and nondiscriminatory standards 

concerning what constitutes a vote and what will be counted as a vote for each category of 

voting system used in this state; 

 

(9) Subject to funds being specifically appropriated by the General Assembly, to formulate and 

conduct a voter education program concerning voting procedures for voting by absentee ballot 

and at the polls with particular emphasis on the proper types of identification required for 

voting; and 

 

(10) To take such other action, consistent with law, as the board may determine to be 

conducive to the fair, legal, and orderly conduct of primaries and elections.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-

31].  

II.  COUNTY AND LOCAL ELECTION OFFICIALS  

A. Election Supervisor/Probate Judge  

ôSuperintendentõ means: 

 

(A) Either the judge of the probate court of a county or the county board of elections, the 

county board of elections and registration, the joint city-county board of elections, or the joint 

city-county board of elections and registration, if a county has such; 

 

(B) In the case of a municipal primary, the municipal executive committee of the political party 

holding the primary within a municipality or its agent or, if none, the county executive 

committee of the political party or its agent; 
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(C) In the case of a nonpartisan municipal primary, the person appointed by the proper 

municipal executive committee; and 

 

(D) In the case of a municipal election, the person appointed by the governing authority 

pursuant to the authority granted in Code Section 21-2-70.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-2(35)] . 

 

B. Election Superintendent   

 

Each superintendent within his or her county or municipality shall exercise all the powers 

granted to him or her by this chapter and shall perform all the duties imposed upon him or her 

by this chapter, which shall include the following: 

 

(1) To receive and act upon all petitions presented by electors, the board of registrars, or the 

county executive committee of a political party for the division, redivision, alteration, change, or 

consolidation of precincts; 

 

(2) To receive and determine the sufficiency of nomination petitions of candidates filing notice of 

their candidacy with him or her in accordance with this chapter; 

 

(4) To select and equip polling places for use in primaries and elections in accordance with this 

chapter; 

 

(6) To appoint poll officers and other officers to serve in primaries and elections in accordance 

with this chapter; 

 

(7) To make and issue such rules, regulations, and instructions, consistent with law, including the 

rules and regulations promulgated by the State Election Board, as he or she may deem necessary 

for the guidance of poll officers, custodians, and electors in primaries and elections; 

 

(8) To instruct poll officers and others in their duties, calling them together in meetings 

whenever deemed advisable, and to inspect systematically and thoroughly the conduct of 

primaries and elections in the several precincts of his or her county to the end that primaries 

and elections may be honestly, efficiently, and uniformly conducted; 

 

(9) To receive from poll officers the returns of all primaries and elections, to canvass and 

compute the same, and to certify, as soon as practicable following the primary and election, the 

results thereof to such authorities as may be prescribed by law; 

 

(10) To announce publicly, by posting in his or her office, the results of all primaries and 

elections held in his or her county; 

 

(11) In any general election at which a proposal to amend the Constitution or to provide for a 

new Constitution is submitted to the electors for ratification, the election superintendent shall 

provide copies of the summary of such proposal prepared pursuant to Article X, Section I, 

Paragraph II of the Constitution as provided in this paragraph. A reasonable number of copies of 

such summary shall be conspicuously available in each polling place; 

 

(13) To conduct all elections in such manner as to guarantee the secrecy of the ballot and to 
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perform such other duties as may be prescribed by law; 

 

(14) To become certified by satisfactorily completing a certification program as set forth in 

Code Section 21-2-101. [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-70] . 

 

 

C.  County Board of Elections :  

(a) The General Assembly may by local Act create a board of elections in any county of this 

state and empower the board with the powers and duties of the election superintendent 

relating to the conduct of primaries and elections. 

 

(b) The General Assembly may by local Act create a board of elections and registration in any 

county of this state and empower the board with the powers and duties of the election 

superintendent relating to the conduct of primaries and elections and with the powers and 

duties of the board of registrars relating to the registration of voters and absentee balloting 

procedures.  [O.C.G .A. § 21-2-40] . 

 

D.  Board of Registrars :  

(a) It shall be the duty of the county board of registrars to determine the eligibility of each 

person applying to register to vote in such county. 

 

(b) Upon finding an elector eligible to vote in the county, the county board of registrars shall 

have the duty of determining and placing the elector in the proper congressional district; state 

Senate district; state House district; county commission district, if any; county or independent 

board of education district, if any; and municipal governing authority district, if any; such other 

voting districts, if any; and precinct. 

 

(c) It shall be the duty of each incorporated municipality located wholly or partially within the 

boundaries of a county to provide a detailed map showing the municipal boundaries, municipal 

precinct boundaries, and voting district boundaries to the county board of registrars no later 

than January 1, 1995, and within 15 days after the preclearance of any changes in such municipal 

boundaries, precinct boundaries, or voting district boundaries pursuant to Section 5 of the 

federal Voting Rights Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. Section 1973c), as amended. Upon receiving any 

changes in municipal boundaries, the county board of registrars shall provide to the municipal 

registrar a list of all voters affected by such changes with the street addresses of such electors 

for the purpose of verifying the changes with the municipality. Upon receiving the list of electors 

affected by changes in municipal boundaries, the municipal registrar shall immediately review the 

information provided by the county registrars and advise the county registrars of any 

discrepancies. 

 

(d) Each person submitting an application for voter registration shall be notified of the 

disposition of such application. In the event that the person is found ineligible, the person shall 

be notified of the reasons for ineligibility. Such notices shall be sent to the person in writing by 

nonforwardable, first-class mail at the mailing address listed on the application. 

 

(e) Each elector found eligible to be registered to vote by the board of registrars shall be issued 

a card which shall contain the elector's name and address, a block or space for the elector's 
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signature, the date of the elector's registration, the name and location of the elector's polling 

place or polling places if the county and municipal polling places are not the same, and the 

designation of the elector's congressional district; state Senate district; state House district; 

county commission district, if any; county or independent board of education district, if any; and 

municipal governing authority district, if any, and such other voting districts, if any. On the 

reverse side of the card, there shall be printed instructions which shall indicate the procedure to 

be followed in the event of the change of address of the elector. In the event an elector changes 

residences within the county in which an elector is registered to vote, the elector may change 

such elector's address by returning the card to the board of registrars of such county indicating 

the new address. Upon receipt of such card, the board of registrars shall make the necessary 

changes in the elector's registration records and issue a new card to the elector. In the event 

that an elector's precinct, polling place, or voting district or districts change, a new card shall be 

issued to the elector reflecting such changes. When the boundaries of a precinct are changed, all 

affected electors shall be sent a new card prior to the next primary or election. The form of 

such cards shall be determined by the Secretary of State. The issuance of such cards shall be 

sufficient as a notification of the disposition of an application for voter registration under this 

Code section, provided that such cards are sent by nonforwardable, first-class mail. 

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-226] . 

 

(a)(1)(A) The board of registrars or absentee ballot clerk shall keep safely and unopened all 

official absentee ballots received from absentee electors prior to the closing of the polls on the 

day of the primary or election except as otherwise provided in this subsection.  [O.C.G.A. § 

21-2-386] . 

 

 

E. Chief Registrar :  

(a) The judge of the superior court in each county or the senior judge in time of service in those 

counties having more than one judge shall appoint quadrennially, upon the recommendation of 

the grand jury of such county, not less than three nor more than five judicious, intelligent, and 

upright electors of such county as county registrars. The grand jury shall submit to the judge the 

names of ten such electors and the appointment shall be made therefrom and shall be entered 

on the minutes of the court. When making such appointments, the judge will designate one of 

the registrars as chief registrar who shall serve as such during such registrar's term of office, and 

such designation shall likewise be entered on the minutes of the court. It shall be the duty of the 

clerk of the superior court to certify the appointments and designation to the Secretary of State 

within 30 days after the appointments and designation, and commissions shall be issued as for 

county officers. When certifying such names to the Secretary of State, the clerk of the superior 

court shall also list the addresses of the registrars. Such judge will have the right to remove one 

or more of such registrars at any time for cause after notice and hearing. In case of the death, 

resignation, or removal of a registrar, the judge shall appoint a successor who shall serve until 

the next grand jury convenes, at which time the grand jury shall submit to the judge the names 

of two judicious, intelligent, and upright electors of such county; and the judge shall make an 

appointment from said list, such successor to serve the unexpired term of such registrar's 

predecessor in office. In the event the grand jury is in session at the time of any such death, 

removal, or resignation, such grand jury shall immediately submit the names of said electors to 

the judge for such appointment. Each such appointment or change in designation shall be 

entered on the minutes of the court and certified as provided in this Code section. 
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(d) The chief registrar shall be the chief administrative officer of the board of registrars and shall 

generally supervise and direct the administration of the affairs of the board of registrars. The 

chief registrar shall act as chairperson of the board of registrars and, as chief registrar, shall 

perform those functions normally devolving upon the chairperson. The board of registrars shall 

meet each month on a day selected by the chief registrar to transact the business of the board. 

The board shall also meet at other times as needed upon the call of the chief registrar or upon 

the request of two or more of the registrars. The chief registrar shall be compensated in an 

amount of not less than $61.00 per day for each day of service on the business of the board of 

registrars. The other registrars shall be compensated in an amount of not less than $48.00 per 

day for each day of service on the business of the board of registrars. In lieu of the per diem 

compensation provided for in this subsection, the chief registrar may be compensated in an 

amount not less than $272.00 per month and the other registrars in an amount not less than 

$242.00 per month. The per diem or monthly compensation, as the case may be, shall be fixed, 

subject to the limitations provided for in this subsection, by the governing authority of each 

county and shall be paid from county funds. The compensation of other officers and employees 

appointed and employed under this article shall be fixed by the board of registrars with the 

approval of the governing authority of each county and shall be paid from county funds.  

[O.C.G.A. 21 -2-212] . 

 

F. Chief Deputy Registrar :  

(a) The board of registrars in each county may appoint deputy registrars to aid them in the 

discharge of their duties. The number of deputy registrars appointed to serve shall be 

determined by the board of registrars. Such deputy registrars shall serve without compensation 

unless the governing authority of the county, by resolution, authorizes compensation. In 

appointing deputy registrars, the registrars shall select persons who are reasonably 

representative of a cross section of significantly identifiable groups of the communities or areas 

where they are to serve. 

 

(b) The board of registrars in each county may hire clerical help to assist them in their duties if 

the compensation required therefor has been first approved by the governing authority of the 

county. Such additional clerks shall be eligible to be appointed as deputy registrars for the 

purpose of registering voters and performing other duties as may be required, but it shall not be 

necessary for such clerks to be electors of the county in which employed. 

 

(c) In every county wherein the registrars do not maintain an office which is open and staffed 

during regular business hours, the registrars shall designate and appoint as chief deputy registrar 

a full-time county officer or employee for the purpose of registering eligible electors and 

performing other duties as may be required by the board of registrars. The governing authority 

of the county shall provide for the compensation of the chief deputy registrar in an amount not 

less than $293.29 per month. The name, business address, telephone number, and any other 

pertinent information relative to the chief deputy registrar shall be forwarded by the registrars 

to the Secretary of State's office, where such information shall be maintained on file.  

[O.C.G.A. 21 -2-231] . 

G. Deputy Registrar s:  
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The board of registrars in each county may appoint deputy registrars to aid them in the 

discharge of their duties. The number of deputy registrars appointed to serve shall be 

determined by the board of registrars. 

(a) Deputy registrars appointed by each county board of registrars shall meet the following 

qualifications: 

1. be a registered voter in the State of Georgia; 

2. be able to read, write and speak the English language; 

3. have legible handwriting unless the voter registration applications are to be completed by 

typewriter or electronic means; 

4. satisfactorily complete such training as shall be required by the board of registrars; 

5. not have been convicted of a felony or of any crime involving fraud or moral turpitude; 

6. not be a candidate for nomination or election to any office except as allowed by O.C.G.A. § 

21-2-214; and 

7. not have been removed as a deputy registrar for improper conduct in the performance of the 

duties of deputy registrar. 

(b) Deputy registrars shall not engage in political activity on behalf of a candidate, political party 

or body, or question while actually conducting the duties of their office.  [ GA . COMP . R. &  

REG. 183-1-6-.03(2)] . 

H. Superior Court Judge :  

At least one judge of the superior court of each judicial circuit shall be available in his or her 

circuit on the day of each primary or election from 7:00 A.M. eastern standard time or eastern 

daylight time, whichever is applicable, until 10:00 P.M. eastern standard time or eastern daylight 

time, whichever is applicable, and so long thereafter as it may appear that the process of such 

court will be necessary to secure a free, fair, and correct computation and canvass of votes cast 

at such primary or election. During such period the court shall issue process, if necessary, to 

enforce and secure compliance with the primary or election laws and shall decide such other 

matters pertaining to the primary or election as may be necessary to carry out the intent of this 

chapter.  [O.C.G.A. 21 -2-412] . 

I.  College Presidents :  

Ga. Comp. R. and Reg. 183-1-6-.05(1) òThe president of each public or private college or 

university located in the State of Georgia is authorized to register to vote all qualified students, 

staff, and faculty at the college or university. For students domiciled in the State of Georgia, the 

college or university president or designee of the president shall be a deputy registrar on behalf 

of all boards of registration in the State of Georgia for the purpose of taking applications for 

voter registration for these students. For staff and faculty domiciled in the county in which the 

college or university is located, each college or university president or designee of the president 

shall be a deputy registrar of the county in which the college or university is located for the 
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purpose of taking applications for voter registration for those faculty and staff members.  [ GA . 

COMP . R. AND REG. 183-1-6-.05(1)] . 

Each college or university president is authorized to designate such persons as the college or 

university president deems appropriate for the purpose of aiding the college or university 

president in the exercise of the president's voter registration duties. It shall not be necessary for 

any person so designated to be a resident of the county in which the college or university is 

located. However, each person so designated shall be a registered voter in the State of Georgia 

and shall take an oath as a deputy registrar. The designation shall be in writing and shall be 

forwarded by the college or university president to the chief registrar of the county in which the 

college or university is located. Registration applications completed by persons who are not 

designated in writing to the chief registrar by the college or university president to register 

persons on behalf of the college or university president shall be rejected. [Ga. COMP . R. AND 

REG. 183-1-6-.05(2)] . 

J. Training for Poll Workers  

 (a) The election superintendent shall provide adequate training to all poll officers and poll 

workers regarding the use of voting equipment, voting procedures, all aspects of state and 

federal law applicable to conducting elections, and the poll officers' or poll workers' duties in 

connection therewith prior to each general primary and general election and each special 

primary and special election; provided, however, such training shall not be required for a special 

election held between the date of the general primary and the general election. Upon successful 

completion of such instruction, the superintendent shall give to each poll officer and poll worker 

a certificate to the effect that such person has been found qualified to conduct such primary or 

election with the particular type of voting equipment in use in that jurisdiction. Additionally, the 

superintendent shall notify the Secretary of State on forms to be provided by the Secretary of 

State of the date when such instruction was held and the number of persons attending and 

completing such instruction. For the purpose of giving such instructions, the superintendent shall 

call such meeting or meetings of poll officers and poll workers as shall be necessary. Each poll 

officer shall, upon notice, attend such meeting or meetings called for his or her instruction.  

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-99] . 

 

 

II. VOTER REGISTRATI ON  

I. INFORMATION FOR REGIST RANTS  

A. Registration Eligibility :   

(a) No person shall vote in any primary or election held in this state unless such person shall be: 

 

   (1) Registered as an elector in the manner prescribed by law; 

 

   (2) A citizen of this state and of the United States; 

 

   (3) At least 18 years of age; 
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   (4) A resident of this state and of the county or municipality in which he or she seeks to vote; 

and 

 

   (5) Possessed of all other qualifications prescribed by law. 

 

(b) In addition to the qualifications in subsection (a) of this Code section, no person who has 

been convicted of a felony involving moral turpitude may register, remain registered, or vote 

except upon completion of the sentence and no person who has been judicially determined to 

be mentally incompetent may register, remain registered, or vote unless the disability has been 

removed. 

 

(c) Any person who possesses the qualifications of an elector except that concerning age shall 

be permitted to register to vote if such person will acquire such qualification within six months 

after the day of registration; provided, however, that such person shall not be permitted to vote 

in a primary or election until the acquisition of all specified qualifications. 

 

(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of this article, any person who was qualified and 

registered to vote on June 24, 1964, shall not be required to reregister under the terms of this 

article unless such person shall have become or becomes disqualified to vote by reason of having 

been purged from the list of electors or for any other reason whatsoever, in which event such 

person shall, in order to become registered to vote, reregister under the terms of this article. 

 

(e) If any citizen of this state begins residence in another state after the thirtieth day next 

preceding any election for President and Vice President and, for that reason, does not satisfy the 

registration requirements of that state, such citizen shall be allowed to vote for presidential and 

vice presidential electors, in that election, in person in this state if such citizen satisfied, as of the 

date of such citizen's change of residence, the requirements to vote in this state, or by absentee 

ballot in this state if such citizen satisfies, but for such citizen's nonresident status and the reason 

for such citizen's absence, the requirements for absentee voting in this state. 

 

(f) No person shall remain an elector longer than such person shall retain the qualifications 

under which such person registered.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-216] . 

 (a) In determining the residence of a person desiring to register to vote or to qualify to run for 

elective office, the following rules shall be followed so far as they are applicable: 

 

   (1) The residence of any person shall be held to be in that place in which such person's 

habitation is fixed, without any present intention of removing therefrom; 

 

   (2) A person shall not be considered to have lost such person's residence who leaves such 

person's home and goes into another state or county or municipality in this state, for temporary 

purposes only, with the intention of returning, unless such person shall register to vote or 

perform other acts indicating a desire to change such person's citizenship and residence; 

 

   (3) A person shall not be considered to have gained a residence in any county or municipality 

of this state into which such person has come for temporary purposes only without the 

intention of making such county or municipality such person's permanent place of abode; 
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   (4) If a person removes to another state with the intention of making it such person's 

residence, such person shall be considered to have lost such person's residence in this state; 

 

   (4.1) If a person removes to another county or municipality in this state with the intention of 

making it such person's residence, such person shall be considered to have lost such person's 

residence in the former county or municipality in this state; 

 

   (5) If a person removes to another state with the intention of remaining there an indefinite 

time and making such state such person's place of residence, such person shall be considered to 

have lost such person's residence in this state, notwithstanding that such person may intend to 

return at some indefinite future period; 

 

   (6) If a person removes to another county or municipality within this state with the intention 

of remaining there an indefinite time and making such other county or municipality such 

person's place of residence, such person shall be considered to have lost such person's 

residence in the former county or municipality, notwithstanding that such person may intend to 

return at some indefinite future period; 

 

   (7) The residence for voting purposes of a person shall not be required to be the same as the 

residence for voting purposes of his or her spouse; 

 

   (8) No person shall be deemed to have gained or lost a residence by reason of such person's 

presence or absence while enrolled as a student at any college, university, or other institution of 

learning in this state; 

 

   (9) The mere intention to acquire a new residence, without the fact of removal, shall avail 

nothing; neither shall the fact of removal without the intention; 

 

   (10) No member of the armed forces of the United States shall be deemed to have acquired a 

residence in this state by reason of being stationed on duty in this state; 

 

   (11) If a person removes to the District of Columbia or other federal territory, another state, 

or foreign country to engage in government service, such person shall not be considered to 

have lost such person's residence in this state during the period of such service; and the place 

where the person resided at the time of such person's removal shall be considered and held to 

be such person's place of residence; 

 

   (12) If a person is adjudged mentally ill and is committed to an institution for the mentally ill, 

such person shall not be considered to have gained a residence in the county in which the 

institution to which such person is committed is located; 

 

   (13) If a person goes into another state and while there exercises the right of a citizen by 

voting, such person shall be considered to have lost such person's residence in this state; 

 

   (14) The specific address in the county or municipality in which a person has declared a 

homestead exemption, if a homestead exemption has been claimed, shall be deemed the 

person's residence address; and 

 

   (15) For voter registration purposes, the board of registrars and, for candidacy residency 
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purposes, the Secretary of State, election superintendent, or hearing officer may consider 

evidence of where the person receives significant mail such as personal bills and any other 

evidence that indicates where the person resides. 

 

(b) In determining a voter's qualification to register and vote, the registrars to whom such 

application is made shall consider, in addition to the applicant's expressed intent, any relevant 

circumstances determining the applicant's residence. The registrars taking such registration may 

consider the applicant's financial independence, business pursuits, employment, income sources, 

residence for income tax purposes, age, marital status, residence of parents, spouse, and 

children, if any, leaseholds, sites of personal and real property owned by the applicant, motor 

vehicle and other personal property registration, and other such factors that the registrars may 

reasonably deem necessary to determine the qualification of an applicant to vote in a primary or 

election. The decision of the registrars to whom such application is made shall be presumptive 

evidence of a person's residence for voting purposes.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-217] . 

Any person who: 

 

   (1) Registers as an elector knowing that such elector does not possess the qualifications 

required by law; 

 

   (2) Registers as an elector under any other name than the elector's own name; or 

 

   (3) Knowingly gives false information when registering as an elector  

shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction thereof, shall be sentenced to imprisonment for 

not less than one nor more than ten years or to pay a fine not to exceed $100,000.00, or both.  

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-561] . 

(a) The registration cards for use by persons in making application to register to vote shall be in 

a form as specified by the Secretary of State, which shall include printed forms, forms made 

available through electronic means, or otherwise. Except as provided in subsection (b) of this 

Code section, only registration cards issued or authorized for use by the Secretary of State or 

the national voter registration card promulgated by the Federal Election Commission under the 

provisions of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993, 42 U.S.C. Section 1973gg-7, shall be 

accepted for purposes of voter registration. 

 

(b) A person who is a legal resident of this state and a citizen of the United States; who is a 

member of the armed forces of the United States or the merchant marine, is a spouse or 

dependent of a member of the armed forces or the merchant marine residing with or 

accompanying said member, or is temporarily or permanently residing overseas; and who will be 

absent from such person's county of residence until after the time for registering for an ensuing 

primary or election may make proper application for voter registration on the official post card 

provided for by the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act, 42 U.S.C. Section 

1973ff, et seq., as amended. 

 

(c) Permanent overseas citizens shall only be authorized to vote for presidential electors and 

United States senator or representative in Congress. Permanent overseas citizens shall be 

deemed to be residents of the precinct in which the county courthouse is located. 

 

(d) A properly executed registration card submitted under the provisions of subsection (b) of 

this Code section shall be considered to be an application for an absentee ballot under Code 
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Section 21-2-381, or a special absentee ballot under Code Section 21-2-381.1, as appropriate. 

Such card, subject to the limitations of subsection (c) of this Code section, shall constitute a 

request for an absentee ballot for the period beginning upon the receipt of such card and 

extending through the second regularly scheduled general election in which federal candidates 

are on the ballot for all elections for federal offices held during such period.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -

2-219 (a)-(d)] . 

 

B.  Requesting Registration Applications :  

(a) Any person desiring to register as an elector shall apply to do so by making application to a 

registrar or deputy registrar of such person's county of residence in person, by submission of 

the federal post card application form as authorized under Code Section 21-2-219, by making 

application through the Department of Driver Services as provided in Code Section 21-2-221, 

by making application through the Department of Natural Resources as provided in Code 

Section 21-2-221.1, by making application through designated offices as provided in Code 

Section 21-2-222, or by making application by mail as provided in Code Section 21-2-223.  

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-220(a)].  

 (c) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, electors who register to vote for the first 

time in this state by mail must present current and valid identification either when registering to 

vote by mail or when voting for the first time after registering to vote by mail. The current and 

valid identification shall be one or more of those forms of identification provided in subsection 

(c) of Code Section 21-2-417 or a legible copy thereof. The registrars shall make copies of any 

original forms of identification submitted by applicants and return the originals to the applicants. 

The requirement to submit identification shall not apply to: 

 

   (1) Persons who submit identifying information with their applications that the registrars are 

able to match to information contained on a state data base available to such registrars 

containing the same number, name, and date of birth as contained in the application; 

 

   (2) Persons who are entitled to vote by absentee ballot under the federal Uniformed and 

Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act, 42 U.S.C. Section 1973ff, et seq.; or 

 

   (3) Persons who are entitled to vote otherwise than in person under any other federal law.  

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-220(c)] . 

(a) Except as provided in subsection (c) of this Code section, each elector shall present proper 

identification to a poll worker at or prior to completion of a voter's certificate at any polling 

place and prior to such person's admission to the enclosed space at such polling place. Proper 

identification shall consist of any one of the following: 

 

   (1) A Georgia driver's license which was properly issued by the appropriate state agency; 

 

   (2) A valid Georgia voter identification card issued under Code Section 21-2-417.1 or other 

valid identification card issued by a branch, department, agency, or entity of the State of 

Georgia, any other state, or the United States authorized by law to issue personal identification, 

provided that such identification card contains a photograph of the elector; 

 

   (3) A valid United States passport; 
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   (4) A valid employee identification card containing a photograph of the elector and issued by 

any branch, department, agency, or entity of the United States government, this state, or any 

county, municipality, board, authority, or other entity of this state; 

 

   (5) A valid United States military identification card, provided that such identification card 

contains a photograph of the elector; or 

 

   (6) A valid tribal identification card containing a photograph of the elector. 

[O.C.G.A. § 417(a)].  

(a) Each application to obtain, renew, or change the name or address on a driver's license or 

identification card issued by the Department of Driver Services pursuant to Chapter 5 of Title 

40 made by an applicant who is within six months of such applicant's eighteenth birthday or 

older shall also serve as an application for voter registration unless the applicant declines to 

register to vote through specific declination or by failing to sign the voter registration 

application.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-221(a)] . 

(a) Each application to obtain a resident hunting, fishing, or trapping license issued by the 

Department of Natural Resources pursuant to Chapter 2 of Title 27 and made by an applicant 

who is within six months of such applicant's eighteenth birthday or older shall also serve as an 

application for voter registration unless the applicant declines to register to vote through 

specific declination or by failing to sign the voter registration application.  [O.C.G.A.§ 21 -2-

221.1] . 

 

   (1) "Persons with disabilities" means persons who have physical disabilities, including, but not 

limited to, any physical or neurological impairment which severely restricts a person's mobility 

or manual dexterity; substantial loss of speech, sight, or hearing; or loss of one or more limbs or 

use thereof; but such term shall not include nonphysical disabilities, mental or emotional 

disabilities, or disabilities based upon substance abuse. 

 

   (2) "Public assistance" means the food stamp program; the Medicaid program; the Women, 

Infants, and Children program; and the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program. 

 

   (3) "Recruitment office of the armed forces of the United States" includes both regular and 

reserve forces recruitment offices and national guard recruitment offices. 

 

(b) Each office in this state: 

 

   (1) Which provides public assistance; 

 

   (2) Which provides state funded programs primarily engaged in providing services to persons 

with disabilities; and 

 

   (3) Which is a recruitment office of the armed forces of the United States located within this 

state 

  

shall be designated voter registration agencies. 

 

(c) In addition to the offices listed in subsection (b) of this Code section, the Secretary of State 
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shall designate other offices within the state as designated voter registration offices. Such offices 

may include, but not be limited to: 

 

   (1) State or local governmental offices such as public libraries, public schools, offices of county 

and municipal clerks, and government revenue offices; and 

 

   (2) Federal and nongovernmental offices, with the agreement of such offices. 

 

(d) At each designated voter registration agency, the following services shall be made available: 

 

   (1) Distribution of the mail voter registration application provided for in Code Section 21-2-

223 in accordance with subsection (f) of this Code section; 

 

   (2) Assistance to applicants in completing voter registration application forms, unless the 

applicant refuses such assistance; and 

 

   (3) Acceptance of completed voter registration application forms for submission to the 

Secretary of State. 

 

(e) If a designated voter registration agency under paragraph (2) of subsection (b) of this Code 

section provides services to a person with a disability at the person's home, the agency shall 

provide the services described in subsection (d) of this Code section at such person's home. 

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-222] . 

 

 

C. Submitting Registration Applications  

(a) The Secretary of State shall design, publish, and distribute voter registration application 

forms with which a person may apply to register to vote by completing and mailing the form to 

the Secretary of State. The Secretary of State shall forward the applications to the appropriate 

county board of registrars to determine the eligibility of the applicant and, if found eligible, to 

add the applicant's name to the list of electors and to place the applicant in the correct precinct 

and voting districts. 

 

(b) The county boards of registrars shall obtain and maintain a supply of mail voter registration 

application forms for distribution and for voter registration. In addition, each state, county, and 

municipal office, except an office which is a designated voter registration office under Code 

Section 21-2-222, which has regular contact with the public shall obtain a supply of mail voter 

registration application forms from the Secretary of State and make such applications available 

for use by citizens to register to vote. 

 

(c) The mail voter registration application forms shall be made available through governmental 

and private entities with particular emphasis on making such forms available for organized voter 

registration programs.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-223] . 

(a) If any person whose name is not on the list of registered electors maintained by the 

Secretary of State under this article desires to vote at any general primary, general election, or 

presidential preference primary, such person shall make application as provided in this article by 

the close of business on the fifth Monday or, if such Monday is a legal holiday, by the close of 

business on the following business day prior to the date of such general primary, general 
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election, or presidential preference primary. 

 

(b) If any person whose name is not on the list of registered electors maintained by the 

Secretary of State under this article desires to vote at any special primary or special election, 

such person shall make application as provided in this article no later than the close of business 

on the fifth day after the date of the call for the special primary or special election, excluding 

Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays of this state; except that: 

 

   (1) If such special primary or special election is held in conjunction with a general primary, 

general election, or presidential preference primary, the registration deadline for such special 

primary or special election shall be the same as the registration deadline for the general primary, 

general election, or presidential preference primary in conjunction with which the special 

primary or special election is being conducted; or 

 

   (2) If such special primary or special election is not held in conjunction with a general primary, 

general election, or presidential preference primary but is held on one of the dates specified in 

Code Section 21-2-540 for the conduct of special elections to present a question to the voters 

or special primaries or elections to fill vacancies in elected county or municipal offices, the 

registration deadline for such a special primary or election shall be at the close of business on 

the fifth Monday prior to the date of the special primary or election or, if such Monday is a legal 

holiday, by the close of business on the following business day. 

 

(c) Mail voter registration applications shall be deemed to have been made as of the date of the 

postmark affixed to such application by the United States Postal Service or, if no such postmark 

is affixed or if the postmark affixed by the United States Postal Service is illegible or bears no 

date, such application shall be deemed to have been made timely if received through the United 

States mail by the Secretary of State no later than the close of business on the fourth Friday 

prior to a general primary, general election, presidential preference primary, or special primary 

or special election held in conjunction with a general primary, general election, or presidential 

preference primary or special primary or special election held on one of the dates specified in 

Code Section 21-2-540 for the conduct of special elections to present questions to the voters 

or special primaries or special elections to fill vacancies in elected county or municipal offices or 

no later than the close of business on the ninth day after the date of the call, excluding 

Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays of this state, for all other special primaries and special 

elections. 

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-224 (a)-(c)] . 

 

D.  Processing Applications : 

See O.C.G.A. § 21-2-226(a), (d), (e) in Section I.II.D above.  

(e) The county board of registrars shall deliver to the chief registrar of the municipality, upon a 

basis mutually agreed upon between the county board of registrars and the governing authority 

of the municipality, a copy of the list of electors for the municipality for the primary or election. 

Such list shall be delivered at least 14 days prior to such primary or election for the purpose of 

permitting the chief registrar of the municipality to check the accuracy of the list. The municipal 

registrar shall, upon receipt of the county registration list, or as soon as practicable thereafter 

but in no event later than five days prior to such primary or election, review such list and 

identify in writing to the county board of registrars any names on the electors list of persons 
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who are not qualified to vote at such primary or election stating the reason for disqualification. 

The county board of registrars shall challenge the persons identified in accordance with Code 

Section 21-2-228. In addition, the county board of registrars shall provide a list of inactive 

electors for the municipality. The municipal registrar shall certify such lists and file with the city 

clerk a copy showing the names of electors entitled to vote at such primary or election.  

[O.C.G.A. § 21-2-224(e)] . 

(d) If an applicant fails to provide all of the required information on the application for voter 

registration with the exception of current and valid identification, the board of registrars shall 

notify the registrant in writing of the missing information. The board of registrars shall not 

determine the eligibility of the applicant until and unless all required information is supplied by 

the applicant. If the initial application is received prior to the close of voter registration prior to 

an election, if the applicant supplies the necessary information on or prior to the date of the 

election, and if the applicant is found eligible to vote, the applicant shall be added to the list of 

electors and shall be permitted to vote in the election and any run-off elections resulting 

therefrom and subsequent elections; provided, however, that voters who registered to vote for 

the first time in this state by mail must supply current and valid identification when voting for 

the first time as required in subsection (c) of this Code section. In the event the elector does 

not respond to the request for the missing information within 30 days, the application shall be 

rejected.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-220(d)] . 

See O.C.G.A. §§ 21-2-220(c), 21-2-417(a) in Section II.I.B above. 

II. THIRD PARTY REGISTRATION  

A. Rules Regarding Assistance and Signatures   

A person registering to vote who is disabled or illiterate may request assistance from any other 

person in completing the form for registration, but the person offering assistance shall sign the 

voter registration form in the space provided to identify the person offering assistance. 

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-220(f)] . 

B. Rules Regarding Forms  

 (a) Neither the original applications for voter registration nor any copies thereof shall be open 

for public inspection except upon order of a court of competent jurisdiction. 

 

(b) All data collected and maintained on electors whose names appear on the list of electors 

maintained by the Secretary of State pursuant to this article shall be available for public 

inspection with the exception of bank statements submitted pursuant to subsection (c) of Code 

Section 21-2-220 and subsection (c) of Code Section 21-2-417, the date of birth, the social 

security numbers, and driver's license numbers of the electors, and the locations at which the 

electors applied to register to vote, which shall remain confidential and shall be used only for 

voter registration purposes; provided, however, that any and all information relating to the 

dates of birth, social security numbers, and driver's license numbers of electors may be made 

available to other state agencies if the agency is authorized to maintain such information and the 

information is used only to identify the elector on the receiving agency's data base and is not 

disseminated further and remains confidential. 

 

(c) It shall be the duty of the Secretary of State to furnish copies of such data as may be 
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collected and maintained on electors whose names appear on the list of electors maintained by 

the Secretary of State pursuant to this article, within the limitations provided in this article, on 

electronic media or computer run list or both. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to 

the contrary, the Secretary of State shall establish the cost to be charged for such data. The 

Secretary of State may contract with private vendors to make such data available in accordance 

with this subsection. Such data may not be used by any person for commercial purposes.  

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-225] . 

C.  Compensation, Registration, Training, Residency  

It shall be illegal to receive, accept, offer, or provide compensation for soliciting persons to 

register to vote based upon the number of persons registered and any person who knowingly 

receives, accepts, offers, or provides such compensation on such basis shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-602] . 

D.  Copying Voter Registration Applications  

3. Transit time shall be kept at a minimum. Registration applications shall be mailed or delivered 

to the registrars as soon as reasonably practicable, but, in any event, not later than 10 days after 

the date of the execution of the application by the applicant.  [ GA . COMP . R. &  REGS. 186-1-

6.03(3)(o)3] . 

III.  STATEWIDE VOTER REGISTRATION DATABASE:   MAINTENANCE 

AND REMOVAL OF VOTERS  

A.  Process for Updating the List of Registered Voters  

(a) The Secretary of State shall establish and maintain a list of all eligible and qualified registered 

electors in this state which shall be the official list of electors for use in all elections in this state 

conducted under this title.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-211(a)] . 

 (5) Prior to each primary or election as specified by the Secretary of State, the county election 

superintendent shall provide to the Secretary of State or his or her designee a final copy of the 

GEMS database for the county.  [ GA . COMP . R. &  REGS.183-1-12.07(5)] . 

B.  Voter Removal from Registration Lists:     

(a) An elector may request to have such elector's name removed from the list of electors by 

making a written request to the registrars of such elector's county of residence. Upon receipt of 

such request, the registrars shall remove such elector's name from the list of electors and shall 

confirm such removal by written notice by first-class mail sent to the address on the elector's 

registration records. 

(b) When an elector of this state moves to another county or state and registers to vote and 

the registration officials send a notice of cancellation reflecting the registration of the elector in 

the other county or state, the Secretary of State or the board of registrars, as the case may be, 

shall remove such elector's name from the list of electors. It shall not be necessary to send a 

confirmation notice to the elector in such circumstances.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-232] .  
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(a) Unless otherwise notified by the Secretary of State, the clerk of the superior court of each 

county shall, on or before the tenth day of each month, prepare and transmit to the Secretary 

of State, in a format as prescribed by the Secretary of State, a complete list of all persons, 

including addresses, ages, and other identifying information as prescribed by the Secretary of 

State, who were convicted of a felony involving moral turpitude during the preceding calendar 

month in that county. The Secretary of State may, by agreement with the commissioner of the 

Department of Corrections, obtain criminal information relating to the conviction, sentencing, 

and completion of sentencing requirements of felonies involving moral turpitude. Additionally, 

the Secretary of State shall be authorized to obtain such criminal information relating to Georgia 

electors convicted of felonies involving moral turpitude, if possible, from other states. 

 

(b) The judge of the probate court of each county shall, on or before the tenth day of each 

month, prepare and transmit to the Secretary of State, in a format as prescribed by the 

Secretary of State, a complete list of all persons, including addresses, ages, and other identifying 

information as prescribed by the Secretary of State, who were declared mentally incompetent 

during the preceding calendar month in the county and whose voting rights were removed. 

 

(c) Upon receipt of the lists described in subsections (a) and (b) of this Code section and the 

lists of persons convicted of felonies in federal courts received pursuant to 42 U.S.C. Section 

1973gg-6(g), the Secretary of State shall transmit the names of such persons whose names 

appear on the list of electors to the appropriate county board of registrars who shall remove all 

such names from the list of electors and shall mail a notice of such action and the reason 

therefor to the last known address of such persons by first-class mail. 

(d) Unless otherwise notified by the Secretary of State, the local registrar of vital statistics of 

each county shall, on or before the tenth day of each month, prepare and transmit to the 

Secretary of State, in a format as prescribed by the Secretary of State, a complete list of all 

persons, including addresses, ages, and other identifying information as prescribed by the 

Secretary of State, who died during the preceding calendar month in the county. The Secretary 

of State may, by agreement with the commissioner of human resources, obtain such information 

from the state registrar of vital statistics. Additionally, the Secretary of State is authorized to 

obtain such lists of deceased Georgia electors, if possible, from other states. 

 

(e) Upon receipt of the lists described in subsection (d) of this Code section, the Secretary of 

State or his or her designated agent shall remove all such names of deceased persons from the 

list of electors and shall notify the registrar in the county where the deceased person was 

domiciled at the time of his or her death.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-231 (a)-(e)] . 

(b) An elector placed on the inactive list of electors shall remain on such list until the day after 

the second November general election held after the elector is placed on the inactive list of 

electors. If the elector makes no contact, as defined in Code Section 21-2-234, during that 

period, the elector shall be removed from the inactive list of electors.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-

235(b)] . 

(a) The Secretary of State is authorized to cause at his or her discretion the official list of 

electors to be compared to the change of address information supplied by the United States 

Postal Service through its licensees periodically for the purpose of identifying those electors 

whose addresses have changed. 

 

(b) If it appears from the change of address information supplied by the licensees of the United 
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States Postal Service that an elector whose name appears on the official list of electors has 

moved to a different address in the county in which the elector is presently registered, the list 

of electors shall be changed to reflect the new address and the elector shall be sent a notice of 

the change by forwardable mail at the elector's old address with a postage prepaid, 

preaddressed return form by which the elector may verify or correct the address information. 

The registrars may also send a notice of the change by forwardable mail to the elector's new 

address with a postage prepaid, preaddressed return form by which the elector may verify or 

correct the address information. 

 

(c) If it appears from the change of address information supplied by the licensees of the United 

States Postal Service that an elector whose name appears on the official list of electors has 

moved to a different address outside of the boundaries of the county or municipality in which 

the elector is presently registered, such elector shall be sent a confirmation notice as provided 

in Code Section 21-2-234 at the old address of the elector. The registrars may also send a 

confirmation notice to the elector's new address. If the elector confirms the change of address 

to an address outside of the boundaries of the county or municipality in which the elector is 

presently registered, the elector's name shall be removed from the appropriate list of electors. If 

the elector responds to the notice and affirms that the elector has not moved, the elector shall 

remain on the list of electors at the elector's current address. If the elector fails to respond to 

the notice within 30 days after the date of the notice, the elector shall be transferred to the 

inactive list provided for in Code Section 21-2-235.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-233 (a)-(c)] . 

List maintenance activities pursuant to this Code section and Code Section 21-2-233 shall be 

completed not later than 90 days prior to a general primary or general election for federal 

offices or a presidential preference primary. This subsection shall not apply to notices sent 

pursuant to subsection (b) of this Code section.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-234(i)] . 

See O.C.G.A. § 21-2-226(e) in Section I.II.D above. 

(d) Whenever an elector's name is removed from the list of electors by the county registrars 

because the elector has furnished in writing to the registrar a residence address that is located 

outside of the elector's present county of registration, the registrars shall notify the elector in 

writing at the elector's new address that the elector's name is being deleted from the list of 

electors for that county and that the elector must reregister in the new county of residence in 

order to be eligible to vote. The registrars shall provide the person with the appropriate form 

for registration at the time of such notice.  [ O.C.G.A. § 21-2-233(d)] . 

(d) In the event that an elector moves to a residence within the county or municipality but into 

a different precinct or who moves to a residence in the same precinct but at a different address 

and fails to notify the board of registrars of such fact by the fifth Monday prior to an election or 

primary such elector shall vote in the precinct of such elector's former residence for such 

election or primary and for any runoffs resulting therefrom. The superintendent of an election 

shall make available at each polling place forms furnished by the Secretary of State which shall be 

completed by each such elector to reflect such elector's present legal residence. Such forms 

may also be used to notify the board of registrars of a change in an elector's name. The board of 

registrars shall thereafter place the elector in the proper precinct and voting districts and 

correct the list of electors accordingly. If the elector is placed in a precinct other than the one 

in which such elector has previously been voting, such elector shall be notified of the new 

polling place by first-class mail. 
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(e) Any provision of this chapter to the contrary notwithstanding, an elector who moves from 

one county or municipality to another after the fifth Monday prior to a primary or election may 

vote in the county or municipality or precinct in which such elector is registered to vote.  

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-218(d), (e)] . 

(a)  (1) As used in this Code section and Code Section 21-2-235, the term "no contact" shall 

mean that the elector has not filed an updated voter registration card, has not filed a change of 

name or address, has not signed a petition which is required by law to be verified by the 

election superintendent of a county or municipality or the Secretary of State, has not signed a 

voter's certificate, and has not confirmed the elector's continuation at the same address during 

the preceding three calendar years. 

 

   (2) In the first six months of each odd-numbered year, the Secretary of State shall identify all 

electors whose names appear on the list of electors with whom there has been no contact 

during the preceding three calendar years and who were not identified as changing addresses 

under Code Section 21-2-233. The confirmation notice described in this Code section shall be 

sent to each such elector during each odd-numbered year. Such notices shall be sent by 

forwardable, first-class mail.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-234(a)] . 

(b) If it appears from the change of address information supplied by the licensees of the United 

States Postal Service that an elector whose name appears on the official list of electors has 

moved to a different address in the county in which the elector is presently registered, the list 

of electors shall be changed to reflect the new address and the elector shall be sent a notice of 

the change by forwardable mail at the elector's old address with a postage prepaid, 

preaddressed return form by which the elector may verify or correct the address information. 

The registrars may also send a notice of the change by forwardable mail to the elector's new 

address with a postage prepaid, preaddressed return form by which the elector may verify or 

correct the address information.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-233(b)] . 

(c) If it appears from the change of address information supplied by the licensees of the United 

States Postal Service that an elector whose name appears on the official list of electors has 

moved to a different address outside of the boundaries of the county or municipality in which 

the elector is presently registered, such elector shall be sent a confirmation notice as provided 

in Code Section 21-2-234 at the old address of the elector. The registrars may also send a 

confirmation notice to the elector's new address. If the elector confirms the change of address 

to an address outside of the boundaries of the county or municipality in which the elector is 

presently registered, the elector's name shall be removed from the appropriate list of electors. If 

the elector responds to the notice and affirms that the elector has not moved, the elector shall 

remain on the list of electors at the elector's current address. If the elector fails to respond to 

the notice within 30 days after the date of the notice, the elector shall be transferred to the 

inactive list provided for in Code Section 21-2-235.  [O.C.G.A. § 21-2-233(c)] . 

If the elector fails to return the card within 30 days after the date of the notice, the elector shall 

be transferred to the inactive list provided for in Code Section 21-2-235.  [O.C.G.A. § 21-2-

234(g)] . 

An elector placed on the inactive list of electors shall remain on such list until the day after the 

second November general election held after the elector is placed on the inactive list of 

electors. If the elector makes no contact, as defined in Code Section 21-2-234, during that 
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period, the elector shall be removed from the inactive list of electors.  [O.C.G.A. § 21-2-

235(b)] . 

C.  Time Limits and Maintenance of Records  

(a) The voter registration cards of electors whose names appear on either the official list of 

electors or the list of inactive electors shall be retained on file as long as the elector remains on 

such lists and for a period of two years following the removal from the lists. 

 

(b) The registration applications of persons whose applications were rejected and all related 

material and records shall be retained on file for a period of two years after the date of the 

rejection. 

 

(c) All records concerning list maintenance activities under Code Sections 21-2-233 and 21-2-

234 shall be maintained for a period of two years and shall be available for public inspection and 

copying, except to the extent that such records relate to a declination to register to vote or to 

the identity of a voter registration agency through which any particular elector is registered. 

Such records shall contain the name and address of all electors to whom confirmation notices 

are sent and information concerning whether each such elector has responded to such notice.  

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-236] . 

D.  Correcting the Registration List:  Applications and Challenges  

(c) Upon receipt of the lists described in subsections (a) and (b) of this Code section and the 

lists of persons convicted of felonies in federal courts received pursuant to 42 U.S.C. Section 

1973gg-6(g), the Secretary of State shall transmit the names of such persons whose names 

appear on the list of electors to the appropriate county board of registrars who shall remove all 

such names from the list of electors and shall mail a notice of such action and the reason 

therefor to the last known address of such persons by first-class mail.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-

231(c)] . 

In addition to the qualifications in subsection (a) of this Code section, no person who has been 

convicted of a felony involving moral turpitude may register, remain registered, or vote except 

upon completion of the sentence and no person who has been judicially determined to be 

mentally incompetent may register, remain registered, or vote unless the disability has been 

removed.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-216(b)] . 

Upon receipt of the lists described in subsection (d) of this Code section, the Secretary of State 

or his or her designated agent shall remove all such names of deceased persons from the list of 

electors and shall notify the registrar in the county where the deceased person was domiciled at 

the time of his or her death.  [O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-231(e)] . 

(a) The board of registrars of each county or municipality shall have the right and shall be 

charged with the duty of examining from time to time the qualifications of each elector of the 

county or municipality whose name is entered upon the list of electors and shall not be limited 

or estopped by any action previously taken. 

 

(d) If the right of any person to remain on the list of electors is questioned by the registrars, 

they shall give such person at least three days' written notice of the date, time, and place of a 

hearing to determine such right which shall be served upon such person either by first-class mail 
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addressed to the mailing address shown on the person's voter registration records or in the 

manner provided in subsection (c) of this Code section for other notices. 

 

(e) If, after conducting a hearing, the registrars find that the elector is not qualified to remain on 

the list of electors, the registrars shall remove the name of such elector from the list of electors. 

The elector shall be notified of such decision in writing either by first-class mail addressed to the 

mailing address shown on the person's voter registration records or in the manner provided in 

subsection (c) of this Code section for other notices. 

 

(f) An elector whose name is removed from the list of electors in accordance with this Code 

section shall have a right of appeal of such decision to the superior court of the county by filing 

a petition with the clerk of the superior court within ten days after the date of the decision of 

the registrars. A copy of such petition shall be served upon the registrars. Unless and until the 

decision of the registrars is reversed by the court, the decision of the registrars shall stand.  

[O.C.G.A. § 21 -2-228 (a), (d) -(f)] . 

Election Day Resources  

Voting Equipment  

183-1-12-.01 Conduct of Elections.  

Beginning with the November 2002 General Election, all federal, state, and county 

general primaries and elections, special primaries and elections, and referendums in the State of 

Georgia shall be conducted at the polls through the use of direct recording 

electronic (DRE) voting units supplied by the Secretary of State or purchased by the 

counties with the authorization of the Secretary of State. In addition, absentee balloting 

shall be conducted through the use of optical scan ballots which shall be tabulated on 

optical scan vote tabulation systems furnished by the Secretary of State or purchased by the 

counties with the authorization of the Secretary of State; provided, however, that the use of 

direct recording electronic (DRE) voting units is authorized by the Secretary of 

State for persons desiring to vote by absentee ballot in person. 

 

Information Made Public Prior to Election Day  

Prior to each primary and election, the superintendent shall obtain from the Secretary of State a 

sufficient number of cards of instruction for guidance of electors.  Such cards of instruction shall 

include portions of the Code of Georgia as deemed necessary by the Secretary of State and shall 

be printed for the type of voting equipment or ballots used in the county or municipality.  [§ 21-

2-400(a)] 




