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Disclaimer:
This guide is designed for informational purposes only. It is not legal advice and is not intended
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any information contained in thiguide, nor does the Coalition suggest that the information in
this guide should be used as a basis to pursue legal advice or decision making.
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possible without law firm support.



TABLE OF CONTENTS
ILLINOIS VOTERSBILL OF RIGHTS

STATE AND LOCAL ELETON OFFICIALS. ... . ceerere ettt seresee e e s e 6
l. THE STATE BOARD OFLEECTIONS. .. ..ottt e G...
Il. COUNTY CLERK AND BOMRD OF ELECTION COMMSIONERS.........cccccceeeeen e
. PRECINCT ELECTION GHCIALS, A/K/A ELEGON JUDGES............coooiieeeeenn L
V. TRAINING ELETION JUDGES........ciiciiitiiiis i eemcmme et ernnsee e e e e e e e aenas 9.
VOTER REGISTRATION ...ttt mmmmme et et e ettt s senmmmm s e e e e e teeeeesbensaeennnnsssaeeeeeeeeeessananannses 10
l. INFORMATION FOR REGTRANTS. ... eeeeeee et 10
Il. INFORMATION FOR THIB® PARTY REGISTRATIOBROUPS...........coovviiiiens 17
. STATEWIDE VOTER RESTRATION DATABASE: INTENANCE AND
REMOVAL OF VOTERS.....coii e et e 20
V. TIME LIMITS AND MAINNENANCE OF RECORDS.........cooiiiiiiiiiicceeree e 22.
POLLING PLACES ANDREPARATION FOR ELEGIN DAY ....cooviiiiiiiiiiiieie e eeeeeeeviinnn e 24
l. PREPARATIONGR ELECTION DAY.....coiitiiiiiitiiiie e et ennennm e 24
Il. POLLING PLACE PROCHIRES DURING VOTING.......ccouutiiiiiiiei e 29,
. INFORMATION REQUIREO O BE AVAILABLE ORM®STED AT POLLING
LOCATIONS. ..ottt ettt s mmmmmom e e e e e e e e e eeaebbaanees 29
V. WHO MAY BE PRESENTIAPOLLING PLACE........co oo iiiiieitceeeeee e 30
V. POLLING PLACES: CONDCT, RULES AND PROIBITIONS ON
INTIMIDATION AND DECEPTION OF VOTERS......ccoiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeiie e 32..
ABSENTEE VOTING GENRBLLY. ...ttt ettt oo et et mmmmmmm e e e e e e e eeeees 34.
l. WHO MAY VOTE BY ABSETEE BALLOT ..o e 34
Il. REQUESTING AN ABSENEE BALLOT....ccoiiiiiiieiie ettt e 35
. RETURNING AN ABSENTEBALLOT ...ttt eeeeee et 36
V. CASTING A BALLOT ONELEQION DAY AFTER HAVING PREVIOUSLY
REQUESTED AN ABSENEBBALLOT.....cuuiciiiiii ettt veeee i e e e eeeeens 36
V. ASSISTANCE WITH ABBHEE VOTING ..ottt et 37
ABSENTEE VOTING FORVEREAS AND MILITARY VOERS.......ccooiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e 38
l. ABSENTEE VOTING FOROTERS WHO ARE TEMPRARILY OVERSEAS........ 38
Il. ABSENTEE VOTING FOREMBERS OF THERMED SERVICES AND
MERCHANT MARINE .. ..o ee e et eee e e e s 38
. ABSENTEE VOTING FOBNITED STATES GOVERWENT EMPLOYEES
SERVING OVERSEAS ... ..ottt ceeeein et eerssne e s s e e e e s e e e eeeene 39
VOTING AND ELECTION DAY INFORMPAION ..ottt cememne e eeeeeee e 40..
l. GENERAL INFORMATION . ....ciiiie ettt eeeeeee ettt e e e e 40
S T ; [ LAWYERS' COMMITTEE FOR
€/ iR ELECTIONS October 2, 2008 @ CIVIL RIGHTS



Il. ASSISTANCE TO VOTERS THE POLLING PLACE.........cooiiiieieee e 43
. INFORMATION REGARDIK VOTERS WHO HAVE MWED OR
CHANGED THEIR NAME.....co et e 45
V. PROVISIONAL VOTING.....cciiiiiiiiiiiiis s emmmmmc ettt sreeenm s e e e e e e e eeebnennennenens 47
V. CHALLENGES...... oot reeeee et e e e s e e e e e eestenaa e 49,
POSTELECTION PROCEDURES...... ..ot ettt s mmmmmmm e e e e e e e eeeennes 52.
l. CLOSING THE POLLS...... et e e eeeeeeeeeeeneas 52
Il. COUNTING THE BALLOTS. ...t mmmmmcc e e e 52
F N e N 5 PPN 56
SECTION 16 STATE AND LOCAL ELETON OFFICIALS........ccooititcereree e eeeeee 56
l. THE STATE BOARD OFLEECTIONS. ..ottt veeee e ee e 56
Il. COUNTY CLERK AND BO/MRD OF ELECTION COMMSIONERS..................... 58.
. PRECINCT ELECTION GHCIALS A/K/A ELECDIN JUDGES..........ccoooviiiiiiaees 62
V. TRAINING ELECTION JDGES...... .ot eee e e e e e e Q9.
SECTION 110 VOTER REGISTRATION . ....citiiiiiiiiiiiitcmmeeeiee e e e e esiteeee e s mennnee e e e e s snnneeeeeeesemnnneneeennes 71
l. INFORMATION FOR REGTRANTS. ... eeeeee e /1
Il INFORMATION FOR THIB® PARTY REGISTRATIOBROUPS.........cccccceeieen 138
. STATEWIDE VOTER RESTRATION DATABASE: INTENANCE AND
REMOVAL OF VOTERS......ooiii et 146
V. TIME LIMITS AND MAINNENANCE OF RECORDS........cccoiiiiiiiiiicceeeee e 152
SECTION 1118 POLLING PLACES ANDREPARATION FOR ELE@DIN DAY .....ccccvvveeeeeeeeiines 156
l. PREPARATION FOR ELHTON DAY ...ttt e e 156
Il POLLING PLACE PROCHIRES DURING VOTING.....c.ccuuuiiiiiiiieei e 185
. INFORMATION REQUIREDOO BE AVAILABLE ORM®STED AT POLLING
LOCATION L.ttt e ettt ettt e s mmmmmmm e e e e e e e e e eerebbnnnees 185
V. WHO MAY BE PRESENTIAPOLLING PLACE........coo i eeeeeeeeee e 187
V. POLLING PLACES: CODUCT, RULES AND PROIBITIONS ON
INTIMIDATION AND DECEPTION OF VOTERS.......ccoii i 194
SECTION IVO ABSENTEE VOTING GENRRLLY......uutiiiiiiiiiiiiiiit e e e e e e e e e e e 198
l. WHO MAY VOTE BY ABSHTEE BALLOT 2. .uuuiiiiiiiieiiieeeeteeeeeee i 198
Il REQUESTING AN ABSENEE BALLOT......cututiiiiiiieiiii ettt 203
. RETURNING AN ABSENTEEBALLOT ...covitiiiiii et 209
V. CASTING A BALLOT ONELECTION DAY AFTER AVING PREVIOUSLY
REQUESTED AN ABSENEBBALLOT ...covtiiiiiiiiiiee et 213
V. ASSISTANCE WITH ABSHEE VOTING......cooiiiiiiiiiieerreem e 215
- T ; i LAWYERS' COMMITTEE FOR
€/ iR ELECTIONS October 2, 2008 @ CIVIL RIGHTS



SECTION VO ABSENTEE VOTING FORVERSEAS AND MILITARVOTERS..........ccccvviiiiiaees 219

l. ABSENTEE VOTING FOROTERS WHO ARE TEMARARILY OVERSEAS......219
I. ABSENTEE VOTING FOREEMBERS OF THE ARMEBERVICES AND
MERCHANT MARINE ...ttt smmmeee et et e e e e e e e s mmmmmnnnnennes 219
M. ABSENTEE VOTING FOBNITED STATES GOVERWENT EMPLOYEES
SERVING OVERSEAS . .....ooiiiiiiiiiiit e s s ennnenn e 220
SECTION VI3 VOTING AND ELECTIONDAY INFORMATION.....ccitiiiiiiiiieeieemeee e 222
l. GENERAL INFORMATION......cuuuiiiiiiiiiiriniasreeee e eees s e s mmmmmeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesmmnnes 222
Il. ASSISTANCE TO VOTERSY THE POLLING PLACE........cccco e, 231
II. INFORMATION REGARDI VOTERS WHO HAVE MWED OR
CHANGED THEIR NAME . .....ouutiiiiiiiiiiiitaeeeea e smeesee e e e e e e e e e e e e e eneenees 237
V. PROVISIONAL VOTING.....coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e neeneee e 251
V. CHALLENGES. ...ttt e 254
SECTION VIIB POST ELECTION PROCHRIRES...........oooiiiiiiiiieeeme et meeeees e 268
l. CLOSING THE POLLS.....o oot mmmenen e 268
Il. COUNTING THE BALLOTS....cc et mmmmee e s e 268

Contact info@nationalcampaignforfairelections.org with comments or questions

{g\' 2 A \;llil)]];ll(:J]]l') ‘ I” / LAWYERS’ COMMITTEE FOR
&2 FAIREL ONS October 2, 2008 CIVIL RIGHTS
. www.na(rona\cjén%pavgnforfanreiectrons,o:g u U N D E R L AW



ILLINOIS VOTER SOBILL OF RIGHTS

YOUHAVE THERIGHTODVOTE i i t 6s t he | aw, andrybdankdave ¢
notice letters and numbers after each of your rights listed betbhase codes tell lawyers and
poll-workers where to find the actual Illinois statute that protects your right to vote! These

rights are guaranteed to properly registered agdalified voters. You have the right to bring

this bill of rights with you into the polling area. If you feel your rights have been violated, please

call the Election Protection lawyer hotline toll free866:OUR-VOTE (1:866-687-8683).

YOU HAVE THE RIGH T TO VOTE:

1. On Election Day, EACH POLLING PLACE WILL BE OPEN BETWEEN 6:00 A.M. and 7:00
P.M. An announcement will be made when the polling place opens and 30 minutes before
the poll closes. 10 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. §8§ 5117

2. And REQUEST AND RECEIVE £ERLACEMENT VOTER REGISTRATION CARD, after
completing a new registration affidavit, if you lose or destroy your card. 88%/8/526,
5/6-64

3. BY REGULAR BALLOIF your name appears on the list of registered voters. If you are a
first-time voter who regstered by mail, you may be required to present a photo ID or a
copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or other
government document that shows your name and address with you on election day. 8
5/1A-16

4. BY PROVISIONAL BALOT if you believe you have properly registered to vote and:
(a) your name does not appear on the list of eligible voters in your precinctyghy right
to vote has been challenged by an eligible challenger and the challenge has been sustained by
amajo ity of your pr ec pollingthdurs aredxtended bycarcouit u d g e s ;
order; or (d) you registered by mail but you do not present appropriate identification. §
5/18A5

5. And YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO RECEIVE HELP WITH VOTING if you cannot read,
write or speak English or you are blind or otherwise physically disabled, from anyone
except your employer, an agent of your employer or an officer or agent of your union. You
must take an oath affirming that you require the assistance. 81317

6. andtoREEI VE A REPLACEMENT BALLOT if you make a
and have not cast the ballot, after returning the spoiled ballot. 85117

7. IN YOUR OLD POLLINGPLACEf you have moved to a different election district or
precinct within the state vthin 30 days of the election. You must complete an affidavit
provided by the election judges. §848/31710

8. WITHOUT BEING SOLICTED OR INTERRUPTEhen you are within 100 feet of a
polling room (or you are inside the polling place or room), and youehtdre right to wait to
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vote without anyone electioneering or trying to influence your vote in any other way. 8
5/17-29

9. TO RECEIVE NOMNENGLISH BALLOTS, instructions, and assistance in Spanish in Cook

and Dane Counties and in Chinese in Cook County. 42 I8SI973; 67 Fed Reg 48, 871
[NOT CONFIRMED]

10.1F YOU HAVE BEEN COMICTED OF A CRIMBbut have been released from jail and have
registered to vote since that time. 8§ 58

11.YOU HAVE THE RIGHT to take up to two hours off from work to vote between the
opening ad closing of polls on Election Day, as long as you notify your employer prior to
Election Day if your working hours begin less than 2 hours after the opening of the polls
and end less than 2 hours before the closing of the polls. 8§81%513/742

12.1IF YOU ARE TEMPORARILY OR PERMANENTLY PHYSICALLY DISABLED and structural
features prevent you from accessing or entering your polling place, and you have the right
to have the ballot delivered to you up to 50 feet away from the polling place entrance as
long asyou make the request before Election Day. 8§ 51B{(b)

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO TAKE THIS BILL OF RIGHTS INTO THE VOTING
BOOTH WITH YOU.
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SECTION | 08 STATE AND LOCAL ELEC TION OFFICIALS
l. THE STATE BOARD OF E LECTIONS

A. Scope of Duties

The State Board of Elections is an ipdadent state agency that supervises the registration of
voters and the running of elections throughout the state. Its duties include:

e adopting, amending, and repealing rules and regulations to help perform of its duties;

e distributing information to an@donsulting with election authorities concerning elections and
registration;

e supervising the administration of the registration and election laws throughout the state;
e providing an instruction manual to each election authority;
e reviewing and inspectinggredures and records regarding registration and elections and
reporting violations of election laws to the appropricdet at eds At t orney or th

Genera]

e preparing and certifying the form of the ballot for any proposed amendment or any
referendum;

e maintaining a research library that is open to the public and includes abstracts of votes by
precincts for general primary elections and general elections, current precinct maps, and
current poll lists for all election jurisdictions;

e creating and maintiaing a statewide voter registration list; and

certifying the names of all political candidates.

Source:10 ILCS 5/1A-1, 10 ILCS 5/1A -8, 10 ILCS 5/1A-25, 10 ILCS 5/7-14.

B. Appointment

The State Board of Elections shall consist of eight members. Four members shall be residents of
Cook County and four of the members shall be residents of lllinois outside of Cook County. Out of
the four members from Cook County, two il be affiliated with the same political party as the
Governor, and two shall be affiliated with the political party whose nominee for Governor in the
most recent general election received the second highest number of votes. Out of the four
members notfrom Cook County, two shall be affiliated with the same political party as the
Governor, and two shall be affiliated with the political party whose nominee for Governor in the
most recent general election received the second highest number of votes. 8@0rtl CS 5/1A -

2.

C. Information Required to be Made Available by State Board of Elections
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The State Board of Elections must post on its website the following information regarding voter
registration:

e Alist of the names, addsses, phone numbers, and websites, if available, of all county clerks
and boards of election commissioners in lllinois;

e A schedule of upcoming elections and the deadline for voter registration; and
e A downloadable, printable voter registration form, in aast English and Spanish, that a
person may complete and mail or submit in person to the State Board of Elections or the

appropriate County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners.

Source:10 ILCS 5/1A-16(a).

COUNTY CLERK A ND BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS

Generally
Each jurisdiction will have a County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners, which is the
election authority for that jurisdiction. The cities of Aurora, Bloomington, Chicago, Danville, East
St. Louis, Galesing, Peoria, and Rockford each have a Board of Election Commissioners, which is
the election authority in that city. In all other lllinois cities and towns, a County Clerk serves as the
election authority. (E.g., if you live in Chicago, your electioheuitty is the Chicago Board of
Election Commissioners. If you live anywhere else in Cook County, your election authority is the
Cook County Clerk.)

The contact information for each County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners is listed in
Appendix B .

Duties
The duties of the County Clerks and the Boards of Election Commissioners include:
e accepting completed voter registration forms;
e accepting affidavits of challenged voters; and
e printing ballots to be used in their jurisdiction and furnishing therthe election judge.

Source:10 ILCS 5/1A-16(b); 10 ILCS 5/17-9; 10 ILCS 5/16-5.

PRECINCT ELECTION OF FICIALS, A/K/A ELECT ION JUDGES
Appointment

¢ In counties that ee not under township organization, the county board of commissioners
appoints five capable and qualified people to be judges of elections. If neither voting
machines nor electronic, mechanical or electric voting systems are used, the county board
may addionally appoint a team of five tally judges. If it is a general election, no voting
machines or electronic, mechanical or electric voting systems are used, and there are more
than 600 registered voters in a county, the county board must appoint filejtalges.
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Election judges preside over the election during the hours that the polls are open. Tally
judges count the votes after the closing of the polls. Sout®diCS 5/13-1.

¢ In counties under township organizationgetbounty board at its July meeting (in every even
numbered year) shall select five election judges. The county board does not have to select
five election judges if the county has a population over 3,000,000 people or if election judges
are appointed bylection commissioners. If it is a general election, no voting machines or
electronic, mechanical or electric voting systems are used, the county board may
additionally appoint a team of five tally judges. If it is a general election, no electronic,
mechaical or electric voting machines are used, and there are more than 600 registered
voters in a county, the county board must appoint five tally judges. Sod@étCS 5/13-
2.

¢ In municipalities with boards of election comsianers, the board shall choose five persons
to serve as judges of election for each precinct in such city, village or incorporated town. If
it is a general election, no voting machines or electronic, mechanical or electric voting
systems are used, the coty board may additionally appoint a team of five tally judges. If it
is a general election, no electronic, mechanical or electric voting machines are used, and
there are more than 600 registered voters in a county, the county board must appoint five
tally judges. Sourcé0 ILCS 5/14-1(a).

e lidges of election arselected by the County Board, or if appropriate, the Board of
Elections @mmissioners, from lists furnished by the chairmen of the county central
committeesof the two leading political parties. For each polling place, three judges are
appointed from one party and two from another. In precincts under the jurisdiction of the
County Clerk, the party which cast the highest average number of votes at the most recent
three gubernatorial elections in the precinct shall be represented by three judges; the party
which cast the second highest number of votes at the three most recent gubernatorial
electionsin the precinct shall be represented by tyjudges. SourcelO ILCS 5/13-1; 10
ILCS 5/1-3(21).

e Tally judges must have the same qualifications and are appointed in the same way as election
judges. 10 ILCS 5/18 10 ILCS 5/12; 10 ILCS 5/14.

e Under the jurisdiction of the Board of Electis Commissioners, the two leading political
parties alternate having majority representation. One party is represented by three judges of
election in each of the oddumbered precincts and by two judges of election in each of the
evennumbered precincts;ie other party isrepresented by three judges in each of the
evennumbered precincts and by two judges in each of the-ndthbered precincts.

Source: 10 ILCS 5/13-1.1.

e After selections are made, a report is filed in thectiit court and application is made for
their confirmation and appointment by the circuit court. Source: 10 ILCS-3/11 ILCS
5/145
B. Quialifications

To qualify as a judge, a person must:

e be a citizen of the United States;
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e be of good repute and character

e Dbe able to speak, read, and write the English language;

e De skilled in the four fundamental rules of arithmetic;

e be of good understanding and capable;

e not be candidates for any office at the election and not be elected committeemen; and

¢ reside and be erted to vote in the precinct for which they are selected to serve.
However, in each precinct, one judge of each party may be appointed from outside the

precinct, but from within the county. All judges must be electors within the county.

Sourcel0 ILCS 5/14-1(b).

TRAINING ELECTION JU DGES
By County Clerk

Each County Clerk and Board of Elections shall establish a training course for judges of elections.
The curriculum must be approved by the County Clerk or the Board of Bb&sti The County

Clerk or Board of Elections will issue a certificate to each student upon satisfactory completion of
the course. Each course must instruct the students in the duties of an election judge and must
include at least 4 hours of instruction dman examination. The examination must test reading skills,
ability to work with poll lists, ability to add and knowledge of election laws governing the operation
of polling places. The courses of the County Clerk and Board of Elections may be conghintlyd
Source:l0 ILCS 5/13-2.1; 10 ILCS 5/13-2.2; 10 ILCS 5/14-4.1.
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SECTION II 6 VOTER REGISTRATION
l. INFORMATION FOR REGI STRANTS
A. Eligibility
In order to be eligible to rgister to vote in lllinois an individual must:
e be a US citizen;
e Dbe at least 18 years old on or before the date of the next election;
e have been a resident of the State and election district in which the individual intends to vote
for at least 30 days pricto the election (unless the elector has moved to another election
district within the 30 day period and has made an appropriate affidavit); and

¢ not be otherwise be ineligible to vote (see below).

Source:10 ILCS 5/6-27; 10 ILCS 5/4-2; 10 ILCS 5/3-1; 10 ILCS 5/5-2.

Residency Requirement

¢ A homeless individual must have a mailing address in order to be eligible to register to vote.
A mailingaddress may include a shelter, a day shelter, or a private residence. Election
authorities may by reasonable rules limit the place where voter registration of homeless
individuals may be taken and the class of deputy registrars who may take the voter
regstration of homeless individuals. Sourt8:1LCS 5/3-2.

¢ Residence is interpreted to mean a per manent
where the person has a physical presence with an intent to remain there asrapent
home. SourceDe |l k v . Board of Electi,d4bNERGIMB3R2s of Ci
(lll. App. 1983) .

Basis of Ineligibility
An individual is not entitled to vote in lllinois if s/he:
e has not been a resident of lllinosrf30 days immediately preceding the election;
e is not registered to vote;
e is not a citizen of the United States; or
e is currently incarcerated for the commission of a crime.

Source:10 ILCS 5/3-1; 10 ILCS 5/4-1; 10 ILCS 5/5-1; 10 ILCS 5/3-1; 10 ILCS 5/3-5.

10
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Voters Who Have Moved Since Registering

¢ Any time a voter move$ even within the same precinatity or town 8 s/hemust have
his/her registration transferred tbis/her new addressTransfer of registration may not be
made within the period during which registration is closed or during the 27 days preceding
an election Source:10 ILCS 5/4-16; 10 ILCS 5/5-23; 10 ILCS 5/6-53.

¢ A voter who has movedvithin the same county (or, in the case of jurisdictions covered by
Article 6 of the Act, within the same precinctan changéis/her registration to a new
address by filling out an address change application provided by the relevant County Clerk
or Board of Election Commissionerssource:10 ILCS 5/4-16, 10 ILCS 5/5-23, 10 ILCS
5/6-53.

e A voter can also transfer registration by presenting his/her voter registration card to the
election authority. If the voter does not have his/her voter registration card, s/he may
transfer registration ¥ executing an Affidavit of Cancellation of Previous Registration.
Alternatively a voter can simply reegister to vote at his/her new addres§ource:10
ILCS 5/4-8.03; 10 ILCS 5/5-7.03; 10 ILCS 5/6-35.03.

e However, under certain circumstances, described inVWoding and Election Day Information
section below, a registered voter may be able to vote after moving even if s/lhe has not yet
had his/her registratiotransferred tohis/her new address.

e A registeredoter who is unable to sign his/her name on a change of residence form shall
make a mark on the form in the presence of the County Clerk or his/her properly
authorized representative. If satisfied of thendify of the person, the County Clerk shall
make the transfer. Sourc&0 ILCS 5/4-16; 10 ILCS 5/5-23; 10 ILCS 5/6-53.

Special Rules Regarding Student Eligibility

¢ Note that the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States
Constitution guarantees the rights of student voters to register and cast a ballot on equal
terms as norstudent residents in the location where they go to school. Cansently,
election officials may not prohibit students from registering, nor require students to
complete any additional registration materials based on their status as students.

e A qualified voter who is temporarily residing outside the precinct in whitle $s registered
to vote because s/he is attending an institution of higher education may submit a
Temporarily Absent Student Notice with the election authority in the jurisdiction in which
s/he is registered to vote. For the following two years, eadttbn authority shall mail to
such voter an Application for a Temporarily Absent Student Ballot no later than the 40th
day preceding the date of any election at which the elector is qualified to \i&veirce:10
ILCS 5/19-12.3.

Disqualification for Confinement

Illinois residents are not eligible to vote if they have been convicted of any crime in lllinois, another
state, or any federal court, and are serving a sentence of confinement in any penal institution.
Confinementincludes persons granted a furlough or admitted to a work release program but does
not include situations in which a person is convicted and imprisoned but released on.parole
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Source: 10 ILCS 5/3-5. Confinement or detention ina jail pending acquittal or conviction of a
crime is not a disqualification for voting, and provides a basis for voting by absenteedesd|ot (
section on Absentee Voting below. Sourcel0 ILCS 5/3-5; McDonald v. Bd. Of Election
Com'rs of Chicago, 394 U.S. 802 (1969).

e A person serving a sentence of periodic imprisonment or on conditional discharge or
probation has a right to vote, if he otherwise qualifies, but a person on work release does
not. Sourcel976 Op. Atty. Gen. No. S -1056.

e A person serving a misdemeanor sentence, whether in the Department of Corrections or in
the county jail, may not vote as long as he is imprisor@durce:1976 Op. Att y. Gen.
No. S-1056.

e Once a person has been released from confinement, the right to vote is restored. Source:
730 ILCS 5/5-5-5(c).

e Although the statute does not specify thatregistration is necessary after a person is
released from confinement, the lllinois Election Board office higltgmmends that ex
offenders reregister to vote.

Uniformed Services and Overseas Citizens

e Persons engaged in the military or naval services of the United States at the time of the
electon or at any point within 60 days prior to the election are not required to register
prior to voting. A person so engaged may appear at the polling place on election day and
produce satisfactory evidence of military engagement. If otherwise qualifiedéphe or
she shall be permitted to vote at such election without previous registration. He or she
must also make an affidavit stating that he or she is qualified to vote and was unable to
register as a voter because of military or naval service. Hghermust have maintained
legal residence in the precinct and ward for 30 days and in lllinois for 30 days prior to the
election.

¢ The affidavit must also be accompanied by an affidavit of a resident and qualified voter of the
precinct and ward who is persally acquainted with the person engaged in military or naval
services and can vouch for the truthfulness of the affidavit.

Source:10 ILCS 5/4-23; 10 ILCS 5/5-29.01; 10 ILCS 5/6-67.01.

B. Requesting Registration Applications
In person

e Applications for registration can be obtained from the County Clerk or the Board of
El ection Commi ssionerod6s office and any tempor
the purpose of accepting registrations. Each County Clerk must appoint a deputy or team
for the purpose of visiting and accepting the registration, if applied for at the office of the
County Clerk, of any voter who files an affidavit that s/he is physicallyeitmbppear at
any appointed place of registratio®ource;10 ILCS 5/6-29, 10 ILCS 5/4-6, 10 ILCS
5/6-51, 10 ILCS 5/6-50.3, 10 ILCS 5/5-16.3, 10 ILCS 5/4-6.3.
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e In IIllinois, electors can also register to VI
city and village offices, township offices, offices of Precinct Commpétsens, some
schools, some public libraries, some labor groups, some civic groups, some corporations,
and military recruitment offices. Individuals can also register to vote when applying for
services at driver ds | i c effEmygoymeatSeclrityande s , and
unemployment and public aid offices, and the Department of Healthcare and Family Services.
Source:10 ILCS 5/6-50.2, 10 ILCS 5/4-6.2, 10 ILCS 5/5-16.2, 10 ILCS 5/5-5, 10
ILCS 5/4-1.

By mail

Maiti n applications may be requested on the web at
website, when you apply for registratiaising the maih form, it must be postmarked prior to the

close of registration. Source: lllinois State Board of Election, Voter Registration, available at:
http://www.elections.il.gov/Downloads/Electioninformation/PDF/registervote.pdf

Overseas and Uniformed Services Voters

e The lllinois laws provide procedures for members of the military who are overseas to
register to vote. ¢ desmisenr Vs x edf atrlee dénii ned
Armed Forces while on active duty and their spouses and dependents of voting age when
residing with or accompanying them; members of the Merchant Marine of the United States
and their spouses and dependents wheriding or accompanying them; and United States
government employees serving outside the territorial limits of the United States. Source:

10 ILCS 5/20-1.

¢ Members of the armed forces who are overseas may registertovotegsi an oof fi ci al
postcardo6 which is defined as O0the postcard
absentee ballot in the form provided in Section 204(c) of the Federal Voting Rights Act of
1955. 6 10 8@IE6R2E-E :

e Also, members of the military or navy in lllinois can receive an application from the lllinois
state election authority in lieu of the official postcard. Members of the United States Service
and citizens of the United States who are temporarily regjdbutside of the territorial
limits of the United States are eligible for an application to register, which they can mail in.
Source:10 ILCS 5/20-3.
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C.

Submitting Registration Applications

Registration Deadline

¢ Registration i®pen yearround; however, persons may not register to vote during the 27
day period just prior to an election or until the second day following each election. Source:
10 ILCS 5/4-6. lllinois also has a grace period for late r egistrants or for voters to
update their information. Thi s 0Grace Periodod Registratic

the normal close of registration up through theﬂiday before the election. Once
registered, this voter nPaeyr icoadsét aat btahlel oetl edcl
authorityds office or at a | ocation specifi
authority, or by mail, at the discretion of the election authority.

e For the 2008 Election Calendar, sAppendix C .

Method of Submittitige Registration Application

In Persontot he Board of Election Commissionerds offic
offices, township offices, offices of Precinct Committeepersons, some schools, some public libraries,

some labor groups, soecivic groups, some corporations, and military recruitment offices.

Il ndi viduals can al so register to vote when apply
Department of Employment Security and unemployment and public aid officetheaDé partment

of Healthcare and Family Services offices. The application mustéieed no later than the twenty

eighthday before the electiarorder for the applicant to be eligible to vote in that electioBource:

10 ILCS 5/6-50.2, 10 ILCS 5/4-6.2, 10 ILCS 5/5-16.2, 10 ILCS 5/5-5, 10 ILCS 5/4-6,
http://www.elections.il.gov/VotingInformation/Register.aspx

Through Another Person At the office of the State Board of Elections, the office of the County
Clerk, or the office of the Board of Election Commissioners. Applicaionst bereceivedo later

than the twertyighthday before the electiarorder for the applicant to be eligible to vote in that

election. Source:10 ILCS 5/1A-16.

By Mail To the State Board of Elections, the officetlé County Clerk, or the office of the Board
of Election Commissioners. Ség@pendix B for contact information. Applications mube
postmarked no later than the tweigiithday before the electiarorder for the applicant to be
eligible to vote inthat election. Applications that are not postmarked must be received no later
than five days after the twentgighth day before the election. Sourd® ILCS 5/1A -16.

Assistance with Registration

Q7 FAIREL

Any applicantwhoisunabl t o sign the applicantds own name to
make a mark on the affidavit. The officer empowered to give the registration oath shall then write a
detailed description of the applicant in the space provided on the back ordbdttom of the card

or sheet and shall ask and record the answers to
first name; (2) what is your motherds first name
what is the reason for your irlity to sign your name. Sourcg0 ILCS 5/4-8; 10 ILCS 5/5-7; 10

ILCS 5/6-35.
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Accessibility of Registration Places

e Every system of registration in lllinois must piger an opportunity for each potential voter
to register at his own residence in order to be accessible to handicapped and elderly voters.
Source:ILL. ADMIN . CODE tit. 26 § 209.30.

e Places of registratigrspecifically the Office of the County Clerk shall be open every day,
except Saturday, Sunday, and legal holidays. The office shall be open from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. during the week. On Saturdays, the hours of registration shall be from 9:00 a.m. to
12:00 noon and any other additional hours as the county clerk may designate. However, the
county board may otherwise regulate and fix the hours of opening and closing for all county
offices and such regulations would overrule the hours listed above. &d@0dLCS 5/4-6.

D. Processing Applications
Timeline for Processing Voter Registration Applications

e Completed voter registration applications receivedoatoy city and village offices, township
offices, PrecincCommitteepersonsschools, libraries, labor groups, civic groups,
corporations, military r ecr widtattheDepartnoehtfi ces,
Employment Services and unemployment and public aid offices, and the Department of
Healthcare and Famifyewices offices shall be forwarded to the appropriate election
authority: (1) within seven days if received on or before the thiitth day preceding an
election; (2) within 48 hours if received between the thiftith and twentyeighth day
preceding anlection; and (3) within 24 hours if received on the twergighth day
preceding an election. SourcE ILCS 5/4-6.2, 10 ILCS 5/5-16.2, 10 ILCS 5/6-50.2.

e Within five days after receiving a registration application, the County Clerk or Board of
Election Commissioners shall send by mail a certificate to such person setting forth the
personds name and address as it appgecatars on t|
shall request that if the certificate contains any error, the person present the certificate at
the office of the County Clerk within seven days after receiving it. However, in the case of
a city, village, or incorporated town governed by Article®the Illinois Election Code,
where a person has registered as designated by the Board of Election Commissioners, such
presentation shall be made at the office of Board of Election Commissioners within ten days.
Additionally, thecertificate shall contaion the outside a request for the postmaster to
return it within 5 days if it cannot be delivered to the addressee at the address provided.
Upon return by the post office of a certificate which it has been unable to deliver at the
given address because thddressee cannot be found there or because no such address
exists, a notice shall be at once sent by mail to such person at the address appearing upon
his/her registration record card requiring him or her to appear before the County Clerk
within 5 days irorder to answer questions regarding his/her right to register. If the person
notified fails to appear at the County Clerk's office within 5 days as directed, or if s/he
appears and fails to prove his/her right to register, the County Clerk shall mark such
persond6s registration as incomplete and such
his/her registration is satisfactorily completed or cancel such person's registration. Source:
10 1LCS 5/4-15,10 ILCS 5/5-21, 10 ILCS 5/6-57.

e If a voter applicant does not receive a voter ID card within 3 weeks of submitting his/her
registration form, or if such voter applicant
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applcant should be advised to contact his/her County Clerk or Board of Election
Commissioners.

Verification of Information

Federal law requires that each state have a centralized statewide voter registration list. The list shall
be compiled from the voter rgistration databases of each election authority in lllinois. All new

voter registration forms and applications to register to vote must be transmitted to the appropriate
election authority. The election authority shall then process and verify each vegestration form

and electronically enter verified registrations into the statewide voter registration list. Source:

10 ILCS 5/1A -25.

Technical Error on Applications

When a person has registered by error in a precinct whigsmot his/her place of residence, the
County Clerk may transfer his/her registration to the proper precinct. If the error is or may be on
the part of the registration officials, and is disclosed too late before an election or primary to mail
the certificate required by 10 ILCS 5/#5, such certificate may be personally delivered to the voter
and the voter may vote with that certificate. However, certificates so issued shall be specially listed
with the reason for the personal issuance includdthe foregoing provisions do not apply to a city,
village, or incorporated town governed by Article 6 of the Cod&purce:10 ILCS 5/4-16, 10

ILCS 5/5-23.

Notification of Denied Applications
Notification Required When a person registers to vote, a registration officer must be satisfied that
the applicant for registration is qualified to register before registering him. If the registration officer
is not satisfied that the applicant is qualified, hesrmotify the applicant in writing to appear before
the county clerk to complete his registration. The registration officer will write the word
0Oincompleted on the applicants card and the appl
registration is stisfactorily completed. Sourcd0 ILCS 5/4-10; 10 ILCS 5/5-9; 10 ILCS 5/6-37.

Recourse Once a personds application hasbhefoeen mar k
the County Clerk and make and sign an application in writing, under oath. Applicants in counties

with a population of 500,000 or more whose regis
make the application to the County Clerk on Monday Buesday of the third week prior to the

week in which the election for officers, for which they are permitted to vote, is to be held.

Applicants in cities, villages or incorporated towns having a population less than 200,000 shall

present their incompletapplications to the Board of Election Commissioners between the hours of

9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday or Wednesday of the second week prior to the week in which

such election is to be held. Applicants in cities, villages, or incorporated townsghayiopulation

of more than 200,000 shall present their incomplete applications between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.,

on Monday and Tuesday of the third week prior to the week in which such election is to be held.

Source:10 ILCS 5/4-10; 10 ILCS 5/5-9; 10 ILCS 5/4-10; 10 ILCS 5/6-37.

Information Required on Application to Vote

e A person who registers to votén person must answer such releaaquestions as may be
asked of him by the registration officer, and execute the affidavit of registration. The
registration officer shall require the applicant to furnish two forms of identification, one of
which must, except in the case of a homeleshvirdual, include his/her residence address.
Source:10 ILCS 5/4-10; 10 ILCS 5/4-10; 10 ILCS 5/6-37.
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¢ A homeless individual must have a mailing address in order &idpible to register to vote,
which may include a shelter, a day shelter, or a private residence. Election authorities may
by reasonable rules limit the place where voter registration of homeless individuals may be
taken and the class of deputy regissarho may take the voter registration of homeless
individuals. Sourcd0 ILCS 5/3-2.

e These forms of identification shall include, but not be limited to, any of the following:
driverds | icense, t hpeblicvam tdentifiation saa cufility bill, s ec ur i t )
employee or student identification card, credit card, or a civic, union or professional
association membership card. At least one form of identification must include the voter's
residence addresSsource10 ILCS 5/1A-16(d), 10 ILCS 5/5-9, 10 ILCS 5/4-10, 10
ILCS 5/6-37; HAVA, P.L. 107 -252.

e A person who registerso vote by mail on an lllinois state application must provide two
forms of identification with one showing his/her current name and addrgssnfirmed
by Jeff Barry of the lllinois Board of Elections office 8 (217) 782-4141; also see the
website at: http://www.elections.il.gov/VotingInformation/Register.aspx ] [Note
that the registration form on the website does not require these forms of ID.]

e A person who registers to vote by mail on an internet form or a federal registration
application mustprovidei t her t he voterds I Il inois driver
his/her social security number, or the Secretary of State identification d&dnfirmed
by Jeff Barry of the lllinois Board of Elections office; HAVA, P.L. 107-252] Note:

Illinois state law is not clear regarding whether a person registering by mail must submit two
forms of identification, yet the lllinois Board of Elections has indicated that two forms of ID
are only required on the lllinois state regiatron form used by deputized registrars. All

other forms, such as those from the internet or the federal registration form, only require
one form of ID. [Note that the registration form on the website states that if a voter is
registering for the first tine by mail, he must send a copy of a current and valid photo
identification, or a copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, check, etc. that shows his
name and address.] Source: lllinois Voter Registration Application, August 2008,
http://elections.il.gov/Downloads/VotingInformation/P DEARpdf

Registration Applications Received After the Deadline

e The lllinois code requires that each election authority establistt@dores for the
registration of voters and changes of address during the period from the close of
registration for a primary or election until the 14th day before the primary or election.
During this grace period, an unregistered but qualified elector ragister to vote and a
registered voter may submit a change of address form in person in the office of the election
authority or at a voter registration location specifically designated for this purpose by the
election authority. SourcetQ ILCS 5/4-50, 10 ILCS 5/5-50, 10 ILCS 5/6-100.

e A voter who so registers must vote in the next election or primary by grace period voting,
either in person in the office of the aton authority, at a location specifically designated
for this purpose by the election authority, or by mail, at the discretion of the election
authority. SourcelO ILCS 5/4-50, 10 ILCS 5/5-50, 10 ILCS 5/6-100.

Il. INFORMATION FOR THIR D PARTY REGISTRATION GROUPS
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A. General Assistance with Registration and Other Election Documents

Any applicant who is unable to signteonsl applican
make a mark on the affidavit. The officer empowered to give the registration oath shall then write a
detailed description of the applicant in the space provided on the back or at the bottom of the card

or sheet and shall ask and recordtheaesws t o t he f ol l owing questions
first name; (2) what is your motherds first name
what is the reason for your inability to sign your name. Sout€etl CS 5/4-8; 10 ILCS 5/5-7; 10

ILCS 5/6-35.

B. Restrictions Regarding Use of National Registration Form

The State Board of Elections shall supply to each election authority a quantity of Natiahadier
Registration Booklets on an-a®eded basis. Each election authority must make a copy available to
any person over 18 years old who wishes to register to vote in another state. However, if a person
wishes to register to vote in lllinois, theadtion authority must make a copy of the lllinois Voter
Registration Application available. The regulation does not explicitly state that a person wishing to
register in lllinois cannot use the National Registration form; however, it does provide fargbef

the Illinois Voter Registration Application when registering to vote in Illinois. Souige:ADMIN .

CODE tit. 26 § 216.60(d) , ILL. ADMIN . CODE tit. 26 § 216.60(e) .

C. Restrictions Regarding the Use of Registration Form Information

On the request of the Department of Healthcare and Family Services, the State Board of Elections
shall provide the Department with any compilations of data which pniyide the name, address

and, when available, the Social Security number of registered voters for the purpose of tracing
absent parents and the collection of child support. However, generally, the information contained in
voter registration informatioris confidential. Sourcd0 ILCS 5/1A -15.

D. Other Limitations or Requirements Imposed Upon Third Party Registration Groups

o Civic organizations seeking to engage in voter registration activities must file an application
with the State Board of Elections for certification as a bona fide State civic organization.
Those organizations seeking certification must make application no later than 90 days prior
to the election for which they wish to register votersAll organizations meging the
gualifications will be certified within seven days from the date the application is received by
the State Board of Electiondf an application is denied, the organization may appeal the
decision at a public hearind\ certification letter is ent to the organization and a copy of
the certification letter is sent to the appropriate election authorit€ertified organizations
seeking to have members appointed as deputy registrars must then submit the request in
writing to the appropriate electio authority. A copy of the organization's certification
should be attached to the letterSource: 10 ILCS 5/4-6.2; 10 ILCS 5/5-16.2; 10 ILCS 5/6-

50.2; ILL. ADMIN . CODE tit. 26 § 207.50 .

e Labor organizations seeking to engage in voter registration activities must make application
with the appropriate election authorityThe request must be in writingLabor
organizations DO NO need to be certified by the State Board of Electio@nly bona fide
labor organizations are authorized to participate in voter registration activittebona fide
labor organization is one in which employees patrticipate and which exists at least to p
deal with employers concerning wages, working conditions, labor disputes, grievances, or
related matters. Source: Deputy Registrar Guidelines, Issued by the lllinois State Board of
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Elections, available at:
http://www.elections.il.gov/Downloads/Electioninformation/PDF/DRGuide.pdf

¢ Organizations intending to conduct a major voter registration drive or "shopping mall" type
registration event may contact the elémh authority for advisementPolitical parties having
certified civic organization status must NOT conduct voter registration activities at political
functions. Voter registration activities must be organized as separate and distinct functions
by all oiganizations Any type of electioneering or campaigning while conducting voter
registration activities is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. Source: Deputy Registrar Guidelines,
Issued by the lllinois State Board of Elections, available at:
http://www.elections.il.gov/Downloads/Electioninformation/PDF/DRGuide. pdf

e Any person who knowingly g#¢, lends or promises to give or lend any money or other
valuable consideration to any other person to influence such other person to vote or to
register to vote or to influence such other person to vote for or against any candidate or
public question to b voted upon at any election shall be guilty of a Class 4 felony. Source:
10 ILCS 5/29-1.

e Training programs for deputy registrars, including civic organizations, should include an
explanation of the office procedures invotveor processing registration applications, as well
as an explanation concerning changes of addresses and name chdhgdsrmation
provided in the training program must be consistent with the Illinois Election Code. All
training programs should inde the following:

3 Instructions as to the duties and limitations of deputy registrars.

3 Instructions as to the proper completion of the registration forms

3 The dates when registration is NOT allowed and when completed forms must be
returned for processing Completed registration forms must be returned for processing
within 7 days of completion.

3 Registrars affiliated with labor groups are required to return unused voter registration
materials no later than the next working day after the close of registration.

3 An explanation of the office procedures for processing cards.
3 Procedures on changes of address and name changes.

3 An application of local guidelines or rules adopted by the election authority which are
consistent with the Election Code.

3 General informatiorregarding the actual statutory requirements for registering to vote
in lllinois which include:

A Must be a U.S. citizen
A Must have been a resident in the precinct for at least 30 days prior to Election Day
A

Must be at least 18 years old by next Election Day
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E.

F.

A.

A Applicant is required to show two forms of identification (one of the identification
forms MUST show the applicant's current residence address)

Source: Deputy Registrar Guidelines, Issued by the lllinois State Board of Elections, available
at: http://www.elections.il.gov/Downloads/Electioninformation/PDF/DRGuide.pdf; 10 ILCS

5/4-6.2(b); 10 ILCS 5/4-9; 10 ILCS 5/5-8; 10 ILCS 5/5-16.2(b); 10 ILCS 5/6-36; 10

ILCS 5/6-50.2(b).

Copying Voter Registration Applications

There is no legislative prohibition in lllinois that bars individuals or groups from copying blank or
completed voter registration applications before they are submitted. In fact, electiomatf

entitled to accept voter registrations forms may not refuse to accept a voter registration form
because such form is printed on photocopier or regular paper stdgkurce; 10 ILCS 5/1A -

16(e).

Registration Informati on Brochures

¢ Election authorities limit the number of the National Mail Voter Registration Booklets
supplied to an organization conducting a voter registration drive to fifty. If an organization
requests more than 50, it must make a request in writingolitgets forth its plan to
distribute the booklets, including the states in which the organization intends to distribute
and the quantities to be distributed in each
discretion, it may substitute Voter Registratiomp@lications in place of National Mail Voter
Registration Booklets when intended to be distributed in lllinois. Additionally, the State
Board of Elections shall charge the requesting organization the actual cost of reproducing
the National Mail Voter Redistion Booklet for any quantities requested over 200. Source:
ILL. ADMIN . CODE tit. 26 § 216.60(h) .

STATEWIDE VOTER REGI STRATION DATABASE: M AINTENANCE AND
REMOVAL OF VOTERS

Generally

The State Board oElections must establish and maintain a centralized statewide voter registration
list, compiled from the voter registration databases of each election authority within the state. The
registration information maintained by each election authority mussyoechronized with the

statewide list at least once every twenfyur hours. To protect the privacy and confidentiality of
voter registration information, the disclosure of any portion of the centralized statewide voter
registration list to any person orrity other than to a State or local political committee and other
than to a governmental entity for a governmental purpose is specifically prohibited except that the
list is open to public viewing under limited circumstances. Souf@étCS 5/1A -25.

Updating the List of Registered Voters

All new voter registration forms and applications shall be transmitted to the appropriate election

authority. The election authority will then process and verify each voter registration fond

electronically enter verified registrations on an expedited basis onto the statewide voter registration

Il i st . The registration information must be sync
the statewide list at least once every 2durs. SourcelQ ILCS 5/1A -25.
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C. Removal of Voters from Registration Lists
Cancellation of Registration for Failure to Vote in Preceding Four Years

e Every four years, the County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners wilfynby mail
every registered voter who has not voted duri
registration will be cancelled unless s/he applies for reinstatement within 30 days. If the
voter does not apply for reinstatement within 30 days, theaRl of Election Commissioners
or County Clerk will suspend the registration.

e The voter may have his/her registration reinstated at any time during ay®as suspension
period by making a sufficient showing that s/he is a duly qualified elector. thdtdime,
the registration is cancelled. Any voter whose registration has been cancelled or suspended
for failure to vote may reregister again at any time during the registration period.

e ltis unclear under lllinois law how election officials detemnivhether an individual is
confined as a result of a conviction of a crime and therefore ineligible to vote. However,
the lllinois Board of Elections Office states that jurisdictions have the discretion of whether
to purge exoffenders from the voting r@s. As a result, it is unclear whether-exfenders
have to reregister to vote. The lllinois Board of Elections highly recommends that ex
offenders reregister to vote just in case.

Source:10 ILCS 5/5-24, 10 ILCS 5/4-17, 10 ILCS 5/6-58.

¢ Note: No registrant will permanently lose his/her right to vote solely on grounds of his/her
failure to vote in one or more electionsSource42 U.S.C.A. 15483(a)(4)(A) .

Removal of Voters Who Have Moved or Changed Names

There is no particular provision for removal of voters who have moved or changed their names;
procedures for voters who move or change their names are described in the seiteh
olnformation Regarding Voters Who Have Moved or

Failure to Respond to Registration Confirmation Notice

Within 5 days after a person registers or transfers her registration, the county clerk shall send by

mail a certificag of confirmation and request that the person return the certificate with any

corrections of errors. The clerk will then send a notice through United States mail to the person at

the address appearing on her registration record card. This notice williredher to appear at the

county clerkds office within 5 days. I f she f ai
the clerk will mark the registration card as incomplete and she will not be able to vote until her

registration is satisfagrily completed. Sourcel0 ILCS 5/4-15; 10 ILCS 5/5-21; 10 ILCS 5/6-

57.

Removal of Confined (Incarcerated) Voters

e Itis unclear under lllinois law how election offils determine whether an individual is
confined as a result of a conviction of a crime and therefore ineligible to vote. However,
the lllinois Board of Elections Office states that jurisdictions have the discretion of whether
to purge exoffenders fromthe voting roles. As a result, it is unclear whether-affenders
have to reregister to vote.
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e Confinementincludes persons granted a furlough or admitted to a work release program
but does not include situations in which a person is convicted and soped but released
on parole Confinement or detention in a jail pending acquittal or conviction of a crime is
not a disqualification for voting. Sourcg0 ILCS 5/3-5.

Removal of Mentally Incompetent Voters
There is no speific provision in Illinois law addressing the removal of mentally incompetent voters.
V. TIME LIMITS AND MAIN  TENANCE OF RECORDS
A. Publicds Right to Review Voter Registration Li

The registration information maintained by each election authority shall be erarat confidential.

The disclosure of any portion of the centralized statewide voter registration list to any person or
entity other than to a State or local political committee and other than to a governmental entity for
a governmental purpose is speddfly prohibited. However, any person may view the list on a
computer screen at the Springfield office of the State Board of Election, during normal business
hours other than during the 27 days before any election. The person viewing the list may mipt pri
duplicate, transmit or alter the list in any way. Additionally, the State Board of Elections must, at a
minimum, keep a catalog or database of persons who have viewed the voter registration list. This
catalog or database must include the name, adgrasd telephone number of the person viewing

the list as well as the time of that viewing. Sourt@:ILCS 5/1A -25.

B. Frequency of Updates to Voter Registration Lists

Voter registration information is processed, verified agldctronically entered into the list on an

expedited basis. All registration information maintained by each election authority must be
synchronized with that authoritydés information o
10 ILCS 5/1A -25.

C. Correcting the Registration List: Applications and Challenges
Reinstatement of Voter Registration

e Every four years, the county clerk examines the registration record cards and send a notice
to every voter whohas not votedduring the preceding four years. If a voter believes that
his registration has been suspended in error, he may apply for reinstatement of registration
within 30 days of receiving the notice. He must sign a statement provided by the county
clerk and retun it to the office of the county clerk. His name will then be placed back onto
the registration list.

e If a person does not apply for reinstatement during the 30 days, the county clerk shall cancel
the registration. Any voter whose registration has be@mcelled may register again by
making a general application for registration. When a registration is cancelled or erased for
any reason, a proper entry shall be made on the original and duplicate registration cards and
placed into a file of cancelled reggations. These cancelled registrations must be preserved
for two years from the date of cancellation.

Source:10 ILCS 5/4-17; 10 ILCS 5/6-58; 10 ILCS 5/5-24.
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e The wter may have his/her registration reinstated at any time during aytear suspension
period by making a sufficient showing that s/he is a duly qualified elector. After that time,
the registration is cancelled. Any voter whose registration has beeretladwr suspended

for failure to vote may reregister again at any time during the registration period. Source:
10 ILCS 5/4-17; 10 ILCS 5/6-58; 10 ILCS 5/5-24.
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SECTION Il 8 POLLING PLACES AND P REPARATION FOR
ELECTION DAY

A.

C.

PREPARATION FOR ELEC TION DAY

Polling Place Locations/Changes

The County Board or the Board of Election Commissioners determines the location of
polling places. Source0 ILCS 5/11-1,10ILCS 5/11-2, 10 ILCS 5/11-4. Relevant

election authorities must then publish notice of the election and locations of polling places in
newspapers of general circulation in the podtisubdivision or, if no such newspaper exists,

in five public places in the political subdivision. SoufideILCS 5/12-1, 10 ILCS 5/12-3,

10 ILCS 5/12-4, 10 ILCS 5/12-6.

Except in the event of a fire, flood or total loss of heat in a polling place, no change in the
location of a polling place may be made after notice of the location has been given unless the
relevant election authaty notifies all registered voters in the precinct of the change in

location by first class mail in sufficient time for the notice to be received at least one day

prior to the election. Source:10 ILCS 5/11-1.

Ballot Design

The County Clerk or Board of Election Commissioners are responsible for printing of the
ballots and furnishing them to the judges of election. SoufdeILCS 5/16-5.

For elections at which federal officers are elected, abse ballots must be prepared at

least 60 days prior to the election. Sourc&0 ILCS 5/16-5.01(a). Regular ballots must

be printed and in the hands of the election authorities at least two days before the election.
Source: 10 ILCS 5/16-5.

Except in certain cases (including primary ballots of political parties), ballots will be of plain
white paper, through which printing or writing cannot be read. The party appellation will be
printed inletters not less than ondourth of an inch in height. The names of candidates will
be printed in letters not less than oreighth nor more than ondourth of an inch in height.
The list of candidates of the several parties and the list of independadidzes will be

placed in separate columns on the ballot. Sourt@:ILCS 5/16-3(a).

Election Day Resources

Voting Equipment

www.nationalcampaignforfairelections.org

Types of Voting Equipment Used at Polling Ptaddse County Board, Board of County
Commissioner®r Board of Election Commissioners may adopt any voting system (including

Precinct Tabulation Optical Scan Technology) approved for use by the State Board of Elections, and
may use such a voting system alone or in combination with paper ballots or vo#olines.

Source: 10 ILCS 5/24A -3, 10 ILCS 5/24A-16, 10 ILCS 5/24B-3, 10 ILCS 5/24B-16.
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Allocation of Voting Equipment

In precincts where an election voting system is used, a sufficient number of voting booths
shall be provided for the use of such systems according to the requirements determined by
the State Board of Elections. The County Board or Board of Elections Commissione
determines the number of voting booths for various types of voting systems. Solce:

ILCS 5/24A-17; 10 ILCS 5/24B-17; Ill. Admin. Cod e tit. 26 § 204.180 .

The number of booths in each election precinct must be at least one to every 75 persons
who voted at the last preceding election in the precinct. Sourt@:ILCS 5/17-8.

Other Resources

Materials Requed to be at the Polling Place on Election Day

Full instructions as to obtaining ballots, the manner of marking them and the method of
gaining assistance and as to obtaining new ballots in place of those accidentally spoiled shall
be supplied in large,edr type, on separate cards. Not less than one of such cards shall be
posted in each voting booth and not less than four of such cards shall be posted in and
about the polling places on election day. Sourt8:1LCS 5/16-9.

For the instruction of voters, a mechanically operated model showing a portion of the face
of the voting machine shall be provided on Election Day so that the voter can become
familiar with the arrangement of party rows, office columns, and questions.nidel will

be located where the voters must pass to reach the machine. Each voter, upon request, will
be instructed how to vote using the model as a guide before entering the voting booth.
Source: 10 ILCS 5/24-10.

For precincts using voting machines, at least four facsimile diagrams showing the entire front
of the voting machine as it will appear after the official ballot labels are arranged for voting
purposes, must be posted for public inspection at each polling plaédextion Day. Two
diagrams must be placed on the inside of the polling place and at least two must be placed
on the outside. The diagrams must be posted during the day before the election and shall
remain posted through Election Day. Voters can reviée diagrams prior to entering the
voting booth. Sourcel0 ILCS 5/24-12.

For precincts using electronic voting systems, one instruetiardel electronic voting

system marking device must be provided for the instructiothefvoters on Election Day.

The model must show the arrangement of party rows, office columns and questions. The
model must be located in a place that voters have to pass to reach the official marking
device where they actually cast their votes. Befergering the voting booth, each voter

must also be offered instruction in how to operate the marking device and be given enough
time to operate the model. SourcelQ ILCS 5/24A-5.1.

Additionally, each election authorithall make available registration and voting aids for
elderly and handicapped individuals including: instructions printed in large type displayed at
each registration facility, and voting aids for the visually impaired. Sdliréetmin.

Code tit. 26 § 209.90 (b).

Poll Workers and Human Resources
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Roles for Poll Workers Roles for poll workers include:

e Judges of election (5 per precinct)

e Tally judges (5 per precinct) may be appointed in precincts whertberaioting machines
nor electronic, mechanical or electric voting systems are used. Tally judges must be
appointed if such a precinct contains more than 600 registered voters.

e Special panels of judges of election (3 per precinct)

e In precincts where thex are 2 teams of judges, 2 judges of election are designated as
holdover judges, to serve both while the polls are open and after the polls close, until the
conclusion of the counting of the vote.

Source: 10 ILCS 5/13-1, 10 ILCS 5/13-1.1, 10 ILCS 5/13-2, 10 ILCS 5/13-6.2, 10 ILCS
5/14-1(a), 10 ILCS 5/14-3.1

Additional informé&ion about judges of election is published by the lllinois State Board of Elections:
http://www.elections.st®.il.us/DocDisplay.aspx?Doc=Downloads/Electioninformation/PDF/electionj
udges.pdf&Title=Election%20Judges

Qualifications:A judge of election must:
e Be a citizen of the United States;
e Be of good repute and character;
e Be able to speak, read, and write temgli