
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer:    

This guide is designed for informational purposes only.  It is not legal advice and is not intended 

to create an attorney-client relationship.  The Election Protection Coalition does not warrant 

any information contained in this guide, nor does the Coalition suggest that the information in 

this guide should be used as a basis to pursue legal advice or decision making.   
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STATE AND LOCAL ELEC TION OFFICIALS  

I. THE CHIEF ELECTION O FFICER OF THE STATE  

 California Secretary of State  

The California Secretary of State is the chief elections officer of the state and is elected to a four-

year term.  The Secretary of State administers the provisions of the California Elections Code. 

Sources: CA Elections Code § 10; CA Constitution Art. 5, §§2 and 11 

The Secretaryõs powers and responsibilities with respect to elections include, among other things: 

 Ensuring that elections are efficiently conducted and that state election laws are 

enforced. Source:  CA Government Code § 12172.5; 

 Requiring elections officers to make reports concerning elections in their 

jurisdictions. Source:  CA Government Code § 12172.5;  

o Notifying county district attorneys or the Attorney General of any election 

law violations and, in such instances, assisting the county elections officer in 

discharging his or her duties.To determine whether an elections law 

violation has occurred, the Secretary of State may examine ballots, vote-

counting computer programs, and any other voting applications or supplies.  

The Secretary of State also may examine elections officialsõ records to make 

his or her determination. Source:  CA Government Code § 12172.5  

 Compiling the results for the offices and measures (the òstatement of the voteó) 

and, when complete, making them immediately available to the public. Source:  CA 

Elections Code § 15500; and 

 Making a supplement to the statement of the vote within 120 days, to show the 

number of votes cast in each county, city, Assembly district, senatorial district, 

congressional district and supervisorial district for each candidate for the offices of 

presidential elector, Governor, and United States Senator and on each statewide 

ballot proposition.  Source: CA Elections Code § 15502 

Individuals can contact the Election Division of the Secretary of Stateõs office at: 

1500 11th Street, 5th Floor 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Phone: (916) 657-2166 / Fax: (916) 653-3214 

E-Mail: elections@ss.ca.gov  

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/10.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/government/12172.5.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/government/12172.5.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/government/12172.5.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15500.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15500.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15500.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15502.html
mailto:elections@ss.ca.gov
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II.  COUNTY ELECTION OFFI CIALS  

 Scope of Appointment and Duties  

All 58 California counties have election officials who are responsible for conducting the elections.  

An election official can be any person who is charged with the duty of conducting an election or a 

city clerk, county clerk,  registrar of voters, or an elections supervisorhaving jurisdiction over 

elections. Source : CA Elections Code § 320 

Election officialsõ responsibilities include, among other things: 

 Dividing each county into precincts and preparing detailed maps or exterior 

descriptions thereof, or both. Source:  CA Elections Code § 12220;  

 Establishing and providing places for registration and voting. Sources: CA Elections 

Code §§ 2103 and 12286(a)(3);  

 Appointing precinct election boards and excusing or substituting precinct election 

board members as necessary. Sources: CA Elections Code § 339(a), 12286(a)(4), 

and 12316; 

 Maintaining and copying voter registration records. Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 

2180 - 2185; 

 Making reports concerning voter registration. Source : CA Elections Code § 2187;  

 Removing ineligible persons from voter registration lists. Sources : CA Elections 

Code §§ 2200- 2202;  

 Providing each precinct board with a complete and official registration list prior to 

each election. Source : CA Elections Code § 2189; 

 Purchasing and delivering voting supplies to each precinct board (including, but not 

limited to, ballot boxes, equipment, supplies and a sufficient number of official 

ballots) to reasonably meet the needs of voters in that precinct on election day. 

Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 13000, 14102, 14105, 14112 and 14113; and 

 Receiving and canvassing returns from voting precincts, to be certified and 

transmitted to the Secretary of State. Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 15003, 

15151 and 15301 

The Appendix provides contact information for the election officials in each of Californiaõs 58 

counties.

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/320.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12220.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2103.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2103.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2103.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12286.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/339.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12286.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12316.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2180.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2180.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2180.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2187.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2200.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2200.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2200.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2202.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2189.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/13000.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14102.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14105.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14112.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14113.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15003.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15151.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15301.html
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III.  PRECINCT ELECTION OF FICIALS, A/K/A POLL WORKERS  

 Scope of Appointment and Duties  

At a minimum, one (1) inspector and two (2) clerks comprise a precinct board. Additional clerk 

positions may be allocated in proportion to the number of registered voters within the precinct.  

Precinct board members are appointed by the elections official. 

 A member of a precinct board must be a registered voter  in the state of California and 

be able to read and write the English language (often in addition to other languages 

when necessitated by the demographics of a given precinct) Sources: CA Elections 

Code §§ 339(a) and 12301-12304(a) 

Election officials also may appoint up to five (5) òstudent clerksó per precinct to serve under the 

direct supervision of precinct board members.  Student clerks cannot tally votes.   

 A student clerk must be a United States citizen and at least 16 years of age at the time 

of the election. The student clerk must be a student in good standing at a public or 

private secondary educational institution with a grade point average of at least 2.5 on a 

4.0 scale. Source:  CA Elections Code §§ 12302 

The responsibilities of the precinct board include, among other things: 

 posting at least two of the copies of the index of registered voters before opening the 

polls; 

 posting signs required in plain view within each voting booth or compartment whenever 

an election has been canceled; 

 receiving the ballots and supplies; 

 opening and closing the polls; 

 overseeing the casting of ballots; and 

 preventing any improper practices or obstruction, interference or intimidation of or in 

the voting process 

Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 14202, 14203, 14210, 14221 and 14400 

If a precinct board member fails to appear at the polls on the morning of an election, then the 

voters who are present shall appoint a voter to fill the vacancy.   If a precinct board member ceases 

to act or becomes incapacitated during the election, then the election inspector may appoint any 

voter as a replacement.   If the election inspector ceases to act, a majority of the remaining precinct 

board members may appoint a substitute inspector.  Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 12313-12315 

http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/cacodes/elec/12300-12327.html
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/cacodes/elec/12300-12327.html
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/cacodes/elec/12300-12327.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12302.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14202.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14210.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14221.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14400.html
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/cacodes/elec/12300-12327.html
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IV.  TRAINING COUNTY ELEC TION OFFICIALS AND P OLL WORKERS  

A.  Uniform Standards Training  

The California Secretary of State shall adopt uniform standards for the training of precinct board 

members.  Each election official must complete the training before the first election in which s/he is 

to serve.  Sources:  CA Elections Code §§ 12309 and 12309.5 

The uniform standards are meant to cover the rules, procedures and laws pertaining to elections, 

including:  

 Language access rights and rights of the disabled and protected classes of voters; 

 Election challenge procedures; 

 Operation of a jurisdictionõs voting system; 

 Logistics about polling place hours and how to open orclose polls on election day; 

 Competency training regarding diverse cultures and languages that poll workers may 

encounter and appropriate skills to work with the electorate; and 

 Procedures involved with alternate voting options (i.e., provisional, vote-by-mail and 

similar ballots). 

Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 12309 and 12309.5 

[AS OF JULY 20, 2008 UNIFORM STANDARDS ARE NOT YET IN PLACE]  

B. Additional Guidelin es Issued by the Secretary  

The Secretary of State has indicated that òpoll worker training is not so much a science as it is an art.ó  

Accordingly, the Secretary of State has developed òguidelinesó that are meant to be supplemental to 

the òuniform standardsó (although none yet exist). The guidelines are developed òas lessons are 

learned from field experience and voting systems change in this constantly evolving field.ó  

The most recent training guidelines were released in 2006 and are available at 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/poll_worker_training_guidelines_final_draft1.pdf.    

Special attention is given to describing poll workersõ responsibilities for ensuring the equal right to 

vote for all individuals, including those who have disabilities and those who do not speak English 

proficiently. 

 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12309.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12309.5.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12309.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12309.5.html


 

    

October 2, 2008 

7 

VOTER REGISTRATION  

I. INFORMATION FOR REGI STRANTS  

A.  Eligibility  

To register to vote in California a person must be:  

 a United States citizen  

 a resident of California 

 at least 18 years of age (or will be by the date of the next election) 

Eligible voters also must not be: 

 in prison or on parole for a felony conviction  

 declared incompetent or otherwise ordered by a court to be treated at a mental 

facility 

Sources: CA Constitution, Article II, Sec. 2 and Article II, Sec. 4; 14th Amendment of 

the United States Constitution; CA Elections Code §§ 2000, 2101, 2111, 2112, 2150(a), 

2208 and 2211(a) 

Residency and Domicile 

"Residence" for voting purposes means a person's òdomicile,ó which is the place where a personõs 

habitation is fixed. This means that the person intends to remain at that place and whenever he or 

she is absent, the person has the intention of returning.  At a given time, a person may have only 

one domicile. Sources:  CA Elections Code §§ 349, 2031-2032 

A person who has come to California for temporary purposes without intending to make it his or 

her home is not considered a resident for voting purposes.  Sources:  CA Elections Code §§ 2021-

2024 

Residency Eligibility for Transients 

A person who lives in a trailer or vehicle or at any public camp or camping ground may acquire 

California residency for voting purposes if s/he otherwise complies with registration requirements. 

Sources:  CA Elections Code §§ 2027-2029, 176 Cal. App.3d 24 (1985) 

Residency Eligibility for Students 

A student living away from home may register at his or her school residence address (on or off 

campus) or at his or her permanent home address, but only at one of those places.  Sources:  CA 

Elections Code § 2025, 25 Cal. 3rd 1 (1988), http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/guidetovr_1006.pdf 

Residency Eligibility for U.S. Representatives 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/.const/.article_2
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/.const/.article_2
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/cacodes/elec/2000.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2101.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2150.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2208.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2211.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/349.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2027.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2025.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2025.html
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The domicile of a Member of the Legislature or a Representative in the Congress of the United 

States shall be conclusively presumed to be at the residence address indicated on that person's 

currently filed affidavit of registration.  Source: CA Elections Code § 2026 

Felony Conviction and Restoration of Voting Rights  

A personõs right to vote is automatically restored upon release from prison (and completion of any 

required period of parole), although the former felon must re-register in order to be restored to 

the voting rolls.  Source: CA Constitution Article II, Sec. 4 

Every April 1st and every September 1st, the clerk of each county superior court provides each 

countyõs chief of elections with a list showing all persons convicted of felonies since the county 

clerkõs last report.  The election officials cancel the registration affidavits for all persons who are 

listed as imprisoned or on parole for the conviction of a felony.  Source:  CA Elections Code § 2212 

You may register and vote if you: 

 are in a local jail as a result of a misdemeanor conviction; 

 are awaiting trial or are currently awaiting trial and have not yet been convicted of a 

crime; 

 have completed parole for a felony conviction; or 

 are on probation. 

Uniformed Services and Overseas Citizens 

Any U.S. citizen who is going to be overseas at the time of an election, or who is in the military and 

wishes to vote by mail can do so using an absentee ballot under federal law. A person will not lose his 

or her domicile while employed out of California in the service of the United States or of this state, nor 

while engaged in navigation unless the person intends to relocates to the other location or vote in 

another state.  Sources: Secretary of State website, CA Elections Code § 2025, Uniformed and 

Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA) 100 Stat. 924, 42 USCA1973ff (1986), California 

Secretary of State News Release DB08:041 (dated April 4, 2008)  

B. Requesting Registration Applications  

A voter registration form can be downloaded and completed from the California Secretary of Stateõs 

website.  A few weeks after an online application is completed and submitted, the voter will receive 

a form in the mail with their information pre-printed on it.  The voter should review the information 

to make sure everything is correct, then sign and date the form, and mail it.  

Voters also may call the Secretary of Stateõs toll-free voter assistance numbers to request that a 

voter registration form be mailed to them.  Voter registration telephone hotlines are available at the 

California Secretary of Stateõs office in the following languages: 

 English: 1-800-345-VOTE 

 Spanish: 1-800-232-VOTA 

 Chinese: 1-800-339-2857 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/.const/.article_2
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2212.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_vr.htm
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2025.html
http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/voteregl.html
http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/voteregl.html
http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/voteregl.html
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 Vietnamese: 1-800-339-8163 

 Japanese: 1-800-339-2865 

 Tagalog: 1-800-339-2957 

 Korean: 1-866-575-1558 

Registration forms also can be obtained in person at:  

 County elections officialsõ offices (see the Appendix for county elections officials contacts) 

 Any California Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) office on or before the 15th day prior 

to the election  

 Offices of designated agencies that provide public assistance or disability programs 

 Any official voter registration event in California  

 Most post offices and libraries, and 

 Every high school, community college, and California State University and University of 

California campus (for students of same) 

  Sources:  CA Elections Code §§ 2102, 2103, 2146 and 2158(b);    

 http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_vr.htm 

Overseas and Uniformed Services Voters:   

Any Uniformed Service Member, or spouse or dependent of a uniformed service member residing 

outside of California, may use the Single Federal Post Card Application (òSFPAó) to register to vote 

and/or vote absentee.   

Voters may use either the cardstock SFPA (obtainable from the Federal Voting Assistance Program, 

tel. (800) 438-8683 or e-mail vote@fvap.ncr.gov) or the online SFPA, which can be downloaded 

from http://www/fvap.gov/pubs/onlinefpca.pdf.   

See Appendix section  entitled òService Members and Overseas Votersó for more information. 

C. Submitting Registration Applications  

Registration Deadline 

In California, individuals must apply to be registered at least 15 days prior to the election date.  For 

this yearõs presidential election, that date is October 20.   

 Individuals who register òin-personó (at an official voter registration event or at a county 

elections officialõs office, the DMV, public assistance office or any National Voter 

Registration Act Office), must make sure that their application is received by the designated 

official prior to or on October 20, 2008. 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2102.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2103.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2146.html
mailto:vote@fvap.ncr.gov
http://www/fvap.gov/pubs/onlinefpca.pdf
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 Individuals who register to vote by mail, must have their applications postmarked by 

October 20, 2008, and the applications must be actually received by the county elections 

officialõs office in order for the applicant to be eligible to vote. 

 A registrant may complete and/or file a registration application with the assistance of a third 

party.  The party offering assistance must return your voter registration application to the 

appropriate county elections officialõs office within 72 hours  of receiving it (excluding 

Saturdays, Sundays and state holidays).  The application must be received by the county 

elections official ôs office prior to or on October 20, 2008, in order for the applicant to be 

eligible to vote in the election.   

   Sources:  CA Elections Code §§ 2102(a), 2103 and 2138  

Information Required when Registering 

An individual must provide the following information when registering to vote: 

 Name; 

 Address; 

 Current date; 

 Date of birth; 

 Identification number (one of the following) : 

o California driverõs license or ID number, if any; 

o Last four digits of the voterõs social security number, if any; 

o If a voter does not have a CA driver's license or ID card or a social security number, 

the state will assign a unique number and such a voter may be required to show 

identification when voting 

 Voterõs signature. 

 Sources: http://www.sos.ca.gov/nvrc/fedform/; CA Elections Code §2150 

Additional guidelines issued by the Secretary of State indicate that election officials must verify the 

driverõs license or state identification number for all registrants whose affidavits are received after 

December 31, 2005.  In some instances, the inability to verify a number will require county elections 

officials to directly contact the registrant.  However, the county elections official may validate a 

driverõs license or state identification without contacting a registrant if only one individual is found 

via the validation that possesses the name and date of birth of that registrant. 

If a county elections official has difficulty verifying a registrantõs driverõs license number or social 

security number, that personõs voter registration may be placed in òpending status.ó  Registrants also 

may be placed in pending status if their registration record lacks substantive information required to 

determine their eligibility to vote. 

Voters in pending status may vote on Election Day by means of a provisional ballot until the 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2102.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2103.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2138.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/nvrc/fedform/
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identification verification is completed.  Therefore, it is essential for anyone registering voters to 

ensure that each registrant completely fills out the voter registration affidavit, including his or her 

driverõs license or state identification number and/or social security number, if the registrant has any 

of these numbers.   Source: http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/hava_compliance_manual.htm  

Additional Information Not Required  

The voting application asks for additional information other than what is listed above (such as place 

of birth, telephone number, email address, and political party affiliation), but failure to provide such 

information will not result in rejection of the application.  Source:   CA Elections Code § 2154 

Voters may decline to state a political party when registering.  However, no person shall be entitled 

to vote the ballot of any political party at any primary election unless the voter has stated the name 

of the party with which the voter intends to affiliate (or the political party otherwise authorizes it to 

the California Secretary of State).  Source:  CA Elections Code § 2151.  Whenever any voter has 

declined to designate or has changed his or her political affiliation prior to the close of registration 

for an election, he or she may either so designate or have a change recorded by executing a new 

affidavit of registration and completing the prior registration portion of the affidavit.  Source:  CA 

Elections Code § 2152. 

Request to Keep Identifying Information Confidential   

A voterõs  address, phone number or email address can be kept from appearing on a registration 

affidavit and any lists or rosters based on such affidavits if: 

 a superior court issues an order naming the county elections official as a party that 

indicate the existence of a life-threatening circumstance in relation to a voter or a 

member of the voter's household; or 

 a voter presents a certification that s/he is participating in the òAddress 

Confidentiality for Victims of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, and Stalkingó 

program or the òAddress Confidentiality for Reproductive Health Care Service 

Providers, Employees, Volunteers, and Patientsó program 

 Sources:  CA Elections Code §§ 2166 and 2166.5 

Submitting the Registration Application 

In person or by mail:  An applicant may return a completed registration form in person or by mail to 

any of the locations from which an application could be obtained (list appears on page 8 of this 

manual);  

Through another person: An applicant may return a completed registration form òthough another 

personó to any county election official.   

If an applicant is unable to write, s/he may sign the registration form with an òXó or other mark and 

a third party can assist with completing the registration form.  Whenever a third party assists 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/hava_compliance_manual.htm
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2154.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2151.html
http://www.lexis.com/research/xlink?app=00075&view=full&searchtype=get&search=Cal+Elec+Code+%A7+2152
http://www.lexis.com/research/xlink?app=00075&view=full&searchtype=get&search=Cal+Elec+Code+%A7+2152
http://www.lexis.com/research/xlink?app=00075&view=full&searchtype=get&search=Cal+Elec+Code+%A7+2152
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/cacodes/elec/2150-2168.html
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/cacodes/elec/2150-2168.html
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someone with completing a registration form, that third party must shall sign and date the 

registration form below the registrantõs signature.  

A third party who receives money or any other valuable consideration for assisting others to 

register or for receiving completed registration forms also must sign the registration form and 

include his or her full name, telephone number, address, and the name and telephone number of the 

person, company, or organization, if any, that agreed to pay money or other valuable consideration 

for the completed registration form.  Failure to comply with this paragraph shall not cause the 

invalidation of the registration of a voter.  Sources:   CA Elections Code §§ 2102(a), 2103, 2138, 

2150 and 2159 

If, after completing his or her voter registration affidavit, a voter entrusts it to any third person, the 

latter shall sign and date the attached, numbered receipt indicating his or her address and telephone 

number, if any, and give the receipt to the elector. Failure to comply with this paragraph shall not 

cause the invalidation of the registration of a voter.  Sources:  CA Elections Code § 2158(b)(1) 

Accessibility of Registration Places 

Federal law requires states to make registration and voting aids for available disabled and elderly 

voters. TDD and TTY devices are available via (800) 253-3931 (voice/TTY).   

All Californians may register by mail or over the internet, and they may have a third party assist 

them with their registration if necessary.  

http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/votered/special_needs.htm  

D. Processing Applications  

Time limit for processing applications 

County election officials must send a registrant a voter notification òupon timely receipt of a 

properly executed registration form.ó  The voter notice is sent by non-forwardable, first-class mail, 

address correction requested, and it will state that the voter is registered to vote and the party 

affiliation for which the voter has registered. Source:   CA Elections Code § 2155  

The òmotor voteró act provides that any document mailed by a state agency offering a person the 

opportunity to register to vote pursuant to the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 

Sec. 1973gg), must include a notice informing prospective voters that if they have not received voter 

registration information within 30 days of requesting it, they should contact their local elections 

office or the office of the Secretary of State. Source:   CA Elections Code § 2250 

Verification of Information  

If a personõs registration form does not contain all of the information required, but the telephone 

number of the person is legible, the county election official must telephone the person and attempt 

to collect the missing information.   

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2102.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2103.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2138.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2150.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2159.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/votered/special_needs.htm
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2155.html
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=elec&group=02001-03000&file=2250
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If the registration form does not contain all of the information required, and the county elections 

official is not able to collect the missing information by telephone, but the mailing address of the 

person is legible, then the county elections official must inform the person of the reason for 

rejection and send to the person a new voter registration card.  Source:   CA Elections Code 

§ 2153  

Technical Error on Applications 

If a voter is erroneously assigned to a precinct, the voter may apply to the elections official for a 

certificate showing the record of registration.  The elections official shall give the voter the 

certificate on or before election day.  Upon presentation of this certificate to the precinct board of 

the proper precinct, the precinct board shall permit the voter to vote.   

If the voter does not obtain the certificate and votes in the erroneously assigned precinct, and the 

election is contested, the voterõs vote shall count for all candidates and measures that voter would 

have been entitled to vote on if s/he had voted in the proper precinct. Source:   CA Elections Code 

§ 2118.5(a) 

Remedy for Denied Applications 

If a county elections official refuses to register any qualified elector in the county, the elector may 

proceed by action in the superior court to compel his or her registration. The court clerk cannot 

charge any fees in connection with such actions. Source:   CA Elections Code § 2142 

Applications Received After the Deadline 

The deadline to register to vote is 15 days prior to each local,  statewide or national election day.  

Californiaõs statewide voter database (òCalvoteró) is òfrozenó from the 15-day close of registration 

through the end of the official canvass for any federal election. Registrations received during the 

òfreezeó period may be received and processed by each county elections official and go through the 

validation process, but will not be uploaded into Calvoter until the end of the official canvass for the 

pending election.    http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/hava_compliance_manual.htm  

E. Change of Residence and/or Name  

Citizens must re-register if they: 

 Have moved since the last election. Source :  CA Elections Code § 2116; 

 Have changed their name (re-registration is optional, not mandatory, in the event of a name 

change). Source:   CA Elections Code § 2115; or  

 Want to change their political party affiliation.  Sources:  CA Elections Code §§ 2151 and 

2152 

Deadline for Submitting a Change Form   

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2153.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2153.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2118.5.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2118.5.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2142.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/hava_compliance_manual.htm
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2116.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2115.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2151.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2152.html
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If a valid change form is received or postmarked at least 15 days before an election, that voter will 

be eligible to vote a regular (rather than a provisional) ballot at that election. Source :  CA Elections 

Code § 2107 

II.  INFORMATION FOR THIR D PARTY REGISTRATION  GROUPS  

A.  General Assistance with Registration and Other Election Documents   

Rules Regarding Signatures 

An applicant may return a completed registration form òthough another personó to any county 

election official.   

If an applicant is unable to write, s/he may sign the registration form with an òXó or other mark and 

a third party can assist the applicant with completing the registration form.  Whenever a third party 

assists someone with completing a registration form, that third party must shall sign and date the 

registration form below the registrantõs signature.  Source :  CA Elections Code § 2103 

Rules Regarding Assistance Generally 

Individuals and organizations distributing voter registration cards who receive completed voter 

registration cards from voters must return the completed cards to the county elections official or 

deposit the cards in the postal service within three days of receipt (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, 

and state holidays). Source :  CA Elections Code § 2138 

Registration assistants do not have to be deputized and there is no limit to the number of voter 

registration affidavits a person may obtain. However, the Secretary of State does require the 

requester to complete a Voter Registration Card Statement of Distribution form. 

A third party who receives money or any other valuable consideration for assisting others to 

register or for receiving completed registration forms also must sign the registration form and 

include his or her full name, telephone number, address, and the name and telephone number of the 

person, company, or organization, if any, that agreed to pay money or other valuable consideration 

for the completed registration form.  Sources:   CA Elections Code §§ 2102(a), 2103, 2138, 2150 

and 2159 and California Secretary of State website 

It is an infraction punishable by a fine not to exceed two hundred dollars ($200) for a person who 

assists an individual in registering to vote to fail to complete and provide to that individual the 

receipt portion of the voter registration form.  Sources:  CA Elections Code §§ 2158 and 18107 

Rules Regarding Assistance to Those with Disabilities 

The Secretary of State may provide grants to local elections officials, nonprofit corporations, and 

unincorporated associations to conduct voter outreach and voter education programs and to 

increase accessibility for eligible voters with disabilities. Source:   CA Elections Code §2131 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2107.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2107.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2103.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2138.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/vrdis.pdf
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2102.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2103.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2138.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2150.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2159.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_faq.htm
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2158.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/18107.html
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=elec&group=02001-03000&file=2130-2131
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The Secretary of State produces cassette tapes of the Official State Ballot Pamphlet (also known as 

the Voter Information Guide) to allow voters who are blind or otherwise visually-impaired to have 

access to information about each of the state measures to be voted on at the next election. To 

request ballot pamphlet tapes, call: 800.345.VOTE [8683]  

 

B. Restrictions Regarding Use of Registra tion Forms by Third Parties  

Use of the National Registration Form 

California does not place restrictions on the use of the National Registration form.  Source:  

http://www.sos.ca.gov/nvrc/fedform/  

Use of California Registration Form 

Anyone requesting 50 or more voter registration cards from the Secretary of State must complete and 

submit a Statement of Distribution Form and a plan of distribution to the Secretary of State. The 

statement and plan of distribution can be mailed or faxed to:  

California Secretary of State 

Elections Division 

1500 11th Street, 5th Floor 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Fax: (916) 653-3214  

The Secretary of State's Elections Division will process the request within 48 hours of receiving it. For 

additional assistance, please contact the Secretary of State's Elections Division at (916) 657-2166.  

Source:  http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_vr.htm 

Pre-filled Information on Registration Forms 

The distributor or circulator may not fill in the blanks on the affidavit portion of voter registration 

card unless the person registering asks for that help. The registrant or a person the registrant asks 

to assist him or her must complete the registration card in its entirety and exactly as the registrant 

requests; the person helping fill out the card must also fill in all required information in Box 12. 

Cards with any pre-filled òblanksó may not be used. Source:  CA Elections Code § 2162  

C. Compensation and Training for Registration Assistants  

Rules Regarding Compensation for Registering Voters 

No fees may be charged to a voter for registration.  Source:   CA Elections Code § 2121 

A third party who receives money or any other valuable consideration for assists others to register 

or for receiving completed registration forms also must sign the registration form and include his or 

her full name, telephone number, address, and the name and telephone number of the person, 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/nvrc/fedform/
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/vrdis.pdf
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2162.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2121.html
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company, or organization, if any, that agreed to pay money or other valuable consideration for the 

completed registration form.  Source:   CA Elections Code § 2159 

Any person, company, or other organization that agrees to pay money or other valuable 

consideration, whether on a per-affidavit basis or otherwise, to any person who assists another 

person to register to vote by must  

 Maintain a list of the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of everyone whom s/he  has 

agreed to compensate; and  

 Give each compensated person a written statement of that person's personal 

responsibilities and then keep that personõs written acknowledgment of receipt on file for at 

least 3 years or file such records with the county elections official to be maintained 

 Source:   CA Elections Code § 2159.5 

Training Required Before Registering Another Person to Vote 

There are no statutory restrictions on who can register people to vote. Source: CA Secretary of 

State website  

Residency Requirement for Voter Registration Drive Staff or Volunteers  

There are no statutory restrictions on who can register people to vote. Source: CA Secretary of 

State website  

D. Registration and Submission of Forms  

Submission of Registration Forms by Third-Parties 

An application completed òthrough another personó must be returned to the appropriate county 

elections official or deposited in the postal service within three days after receipt (excluding 

Saturdays, Sundays, and state holidays). Source : CA Elections Code § 2138 

 

E. Use of Information and Copying Voter Registration Applications  

Any person may apply to receive a copy of any voter registration information maintained by the 

California Secretary of State or by county election officials, subject to the limitations listed below. 

Source:  CA Elections Code § 2188 

Disclosure Limitations 

No voter information of any type can be sent or made available in any way, including electronically, 

over the Internet or otherwise, to anyone outside of the United States. Source:  CA Elections 

Code § 2188.5 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2159.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2159.5.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_faq.htm
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_faq.htm
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_faq.htm
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_faq.htm
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_faq.htm
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_faq.htm
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2138.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2188.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2188.5.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2188.5.html
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If a voter registration document includes a California driverõs license number, Califiornia 

identification card number, social security number or any other unique identifier that information 

must not be disclosed to any person.  Source:  CA Elections Code § 2194(b)(1) 

A voterõs signature on a registration card is confidential and must not be disclosed to any person 

except if the personõs vote is challenged, in which case the signature may be viewed but not copied. 

Sources:  CA Elections Code § 2194(b)(2) and (c) 

A voterõs home address, telephone number, e-mail address, precinct number generally are 

confidential, however, the following individuals or groups may obtain such information upon proper 

application: 

 Candidates for federal, state, or local office 

 Committees for or against valid initiatives or referenda measures 

 Individuals conducting scholarly, journalistic, or other endeavors approved by the Secretary 

of State  

 Source:  CA Elections Code § 2194(a) 

III.  STATEWIDE VOTER REGI STRATION DATABASE (òCALVOTERó):  

MAINTENANCE AND REMO VAL OF VOTERS  

A.  Generally  

The Secretary of State must create and maintain a statewide voter registration database.  

Californiaõs database is called òCalvoter.ó The Secretary of State also must adopt rules to require 

county election officials to remove ineligible voters from Calvoter and prescribe a general program 

for registering voters and updating voter registration information at designated agencies. Source:  

CA Elections Code § 2168 

 

B. Basis of Cancellation and Removal of Voters  

Generally 

Once a voter is registered, the name of that voter may not be removed from the registration 

books, unless and until a voterõs affidavit of registration is canceled by the county elections official.  

Source:  CA Elections Code § 2200   

The county elections official shall cancel a voterõs registration in the following cases:  

 At the written request of the voter; 

 Upon adjudication of a voterõs mental incompetency; 

 Upon proof that the voter is presently imprisoned or on parole for conviction of a felony; 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2194.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2194.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2194.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2168.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2168.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2168.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2200.html
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 Upon the production of a certified copy of a judgment directing the cancellation to be made; 

 Upon the death of the person registered; 

 By reason of a change of a voterõs residence outside of the county of registration; 

 A voterõs failure to respond to a residency confirmation notice and then failing to vote at 

least once during a period of no less than four consecutive years (which period must include 

two general federal elections); or 

 Upon proof that the person is otherwise ineligible to vote. 

 When a registration record is deficient. 

Sources:  CA Elections Code. §§ 2201, CCR § 20108.25 

 

C. Process for Updating Registration Lists   

Notice Prior to Removal  

Except during the 90 days prior to a Federal election, the Secretary of State must conduct monthly 

voter registration list maintenance using a change of address service (or services) based on the U.S. 

Postal serviceõs national change of address database to identify address changes for registered 

voters.   

If the Secretary of State finds a record showing a changed address, the Secretary of State must 

automatically transmit a change of address notice to the county elections official in the county from 

which the voter has moved.  Within five (5) business days of receiving this notice, the official must 

process the change of address and submit any registration changes to Calvoter. Sources:  CA Code 

of Regulations §§ 20108.40 and 20108.50 

The Secretary of State or applicable county election official must complete the preelection residency 

confirmation process that at least 90 days prior to the election by: 

 Mailing a nonforwardable postcard to each registered voter;  

 Contracting with the U. S. Postal Service to obtain the serviceõs change-of-address data; or 

 Including the county election officialõs return address on the outside portion of the sample 

ballot and requesting an unintended recipient to return the sample ballot to their mail 

carrier.  

Source:  CA Elections Code. §§ 2220-2226 

If a voter has not voted in any election for the preceding four years, the county elections official may 

send an alternate residency confirmation postcard to the voter.  Such a voter shall be given an 

opportunity to vote at a statewide primary or general election between the date of notice and the 

beginning of the alternate residency procedure.  Source:  CA Elections Code. §§ 2224 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=elec&group=02001-03000&file=2200-2213
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/regulations/hava_statewide_voter_regs_020108.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=elec&group=02001-03000&file=2200-2213
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2224.html
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D. Program for Removing Voters from the Registration List  

Failure to Respond to Registration Confirmation Notice 

Based on change of address data, the county elections official shall send a forwardable notice, 

including a postage-paid and preaddressed return form, to enable the voter to verify or correct 

address information.  Source:  CA Elections Code § 2225 

Based on the county election officialõs preelection residency confirmation efforts, the county 

elections official must: 

 Update registrations for voters who have changed addresses within the same county;  

 Place a voterõs name on the inactive voters file if the information indicates the voter has 

moved to a new address in another county, confirmation mailings have been returned as 

undeliverable, or if the voter failed to confirm his or her address; or 

 Cancel a voterõs registration if the voter informs the county election official in writing that 

s/he has moved to a residence outside of the county.  Source: CA Elections Code § 2226 

If a voterõs name is placed on the inactive voters file and s/he offers to vote at any election within 2 

years after having failed to confirm his or her address, then that voter must be returned to active 

status. A voter who fails to vote (or offer to vote) at any election within 2 years after having been 

placed on the inactive voters file may have his or her registration cancelled. Source: CA Elections 

Code § 2226 

Procedures for Removal of Names Due to Death, Felony Conviction or Duplication 

Death: On a weekly basis, the Secretary of State must use Calvoter to compare all voter 

registration records with records from the Department of Health Services showing deceased 

persons. If the Secretary of State finds a potential match, then s/he must notify county election 

official who then has five (5) business days to confirm the match and if confirmed, to then submit an 

update to Calvoter cancelling that personõs registration.  Source: CA Code of Regulations § 

20108.55 

Felony Conviction: On a weekly basis, the Secretary of State must use Calvoter to compare all voter 

registration records with records from the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation showing 

persons with felony convictions. If the Secretary of State finds a potential match, then s/he must 

notify county election official who then has five (5) business days to confirm the match and if 

confirmed, to then submit an update to Calvoter cancelling that personõs registration. Source: CA 

Code of Regulations § 20108.55 

Duplication:  At least monthly, the Secretary of State must use Calvoter to identify potential 

duplicate registrations. Upon identification of potential duplicate registrations, then s/he must notify 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2225.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2226.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2226.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2226.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2226.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/regulations/hava_statewide_voter_regs_020108.pdf
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/regulations/hava_statewide_voter_regs_020108.pdf
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/regulations/hava_statewide_voter_regs_020108.pdf
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/regulations/hava_statewide_voter_regs_020108.pdf
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/regulations/hava_statewide_voter_regs_020108.pdf
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/regulations/hava_statewide_voter_regs_020108.pdf
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county election official who then has five (5) business days to confirm the match andif confirmed, to 

then submit an update to Calvoter cancelling the older duplicate registration. Source: CA Code of 

Regulations § 20108.60 

 

E. Correcting the Registration List: Applications and Challenges  

Correcting a Removal Made in Error 

If there are at least 15 days before the election, a voter may simply re-register;  

 

F. Maintenance of Records  

Summary Reports of Registration Publicly Available  

A statewide list showing the number of voters, by party affiliations, in the state and in each county, 

city, supervisorial district, Assembly district, Senate district, and congressional district in the state 

must be madeavailable, upon request, to any California voter.  Source: CA Elections Code § 2187.  

The summary Report of Registration also are posted on the Secretary of Stateõs website: 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_u.htm  

 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/regulations/hava_statewide_voter_regs_020108.pdf
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/regulations/hava_statewide_voter_regs_020108.pdf
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/regulations/hava_statewide_voter_regs_020108.pdf
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2187.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_u.htm
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POLLING PLACES AND P REPARATION FOR ELECTION D AY  

I. PREPARATION FOR ELEC TION DAY  

A.  Voting Precincts  

A voting precinct is a district within a county that is established by county election officials. Source: 

CA Elections Code § 12220.   

 

B. Polling Places  

A polling place is the place provided in each precinct where voters living in the precinct may vote.  

Source: CA Elections Code § 12280. 

The location of polling places 

County election officials determine the location of all polling places at least 29 days in advance of 

each election.   Source: CA Elections Code § 12286. 

The boundaries of precincts and locations of polling places  

County election officials may combine precincts or relocate polling .  Not more than six (6) existing 

precincts can be consolidated together. Source: CA Elections Code § 12241. 

Changes to voting precincts and polling places 

Whenever any jurisdiction is divided into precincts or any precinct changes, the number of voters 

per precinct cannot exceed 1000 on the 88th day before an election. Source: CA Elections Code § 

12223  

All voters registered at least 29 days prior to an election will receive a sample ballot with notice of 

their polling place.  Voters who register within 29 days before the election will receive notice of 

their polling place location and information as to where they can obtain a sample ballot. Source: 

CA Elections Code § 13303. 

Not less than one week before the election, county election officials must publish the list of polling 

places designated for each election precinct.  Source: CA Elections Code § 12105.  Acceptable 

sources of publication vary according to location and population. Source: CA Elections Code  § 

12106. 

If a designated polling place cannot be used for any valid reason and this fact is known in sufficient 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12220.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12280.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12286.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12241.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12223.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12223.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12223.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/13303.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12105.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12106.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12106.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12106.html
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time for a mailing, then election officials may designate another polling place and must mail a notice 

to each voter in the precinct showing this change.  If the information is not known in sufficient time 

for a mailing, the elections official or precinct board (if a òday ofó change is necessary) shall designate 

another polling place as near as possible to the original designated place and post notice on or near 

the original designated place to direct voters to the new location. Source: CA Elections Code § 

12281.  

Ballot Design  

California has very detailed ballot design rules, which are not easily summarized.  The reader is 

directed to Elections Code §§ 13100-13121. 

The Secretary of State regulates the manufacture and distribution of punchcard ballots. Source: CA 

Elections Code § 13304. County election officials cause the ballots to be printed after candidate 

names of been certified as being entitled to a place on the appropriate ballot.  Source: CA Elections 

Code § 13300. 

The following information and design elements must appear on or be used in the creation of all 

general and special election ballots: 

 A tinted or watermark or overprint of a design provided by the Secretary of State. Source: 

CA Elections Code § 13302. 

 The words "OFFICIAL BALLOTó must appear across the top of the ballot in heavy-faced 

gothic capital type not smaller than 30-point (unless the ballot is no wider than a single 

column, then 24-point font may be used). Source: CA Elections Code § 13203. 

 Beneath this heading,  the number of the congressional, Senate, and Assembly district, the 

name of the county in which the ballot is to be voted, and the date of the election printed 

must appear in boldface type as large as the width of the ballot allows. Source: CA 

Elections Code § 13203. 

 At least three-eighths of an inch below the district designation, the words 

"INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS:" must be printed in gothic condensed capital type no 

smaller than 16-point. Thereafter, 10-point gothic type shall be used to set for all applicable 

instructions as provided in Elections Code §§ 13204 and 13205. 

 The title of each office , arranged to conform with the hierarchy order established in 

Elections Code § 13109 paired with the names of all qualified candidates  (in the order 

required as a result of the randomized alphabetical drawing conducted pursuant to 

Elections Code § 13112 and printed in roman capital, boldface type not smaller than 8-point 

as required by Elections Code § 13211) followed by the titles and summaries of 

measures  submitted to vote of the voters (in the order required by Elections Code § 

13115). 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12281.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12281.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12281.html
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=elec&group=13001-14000&file=13100-13121
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/13304.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/13304.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/13304.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/13300.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/13300.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/13300.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/13302.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/13204.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/13205.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/13109.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/13112.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/13211.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/13115.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/13115.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/13115.html
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 The standard òYESó or òNOó voting squares must be at least three-eighths of an inch 

square and may be up to one-half inch square.  Elections Code §§ 13208 

 Any required foreign translations should be placed to the right of the voting squares. 

Elections Code §§ 13209 

Voting Systems.  Voting systems vary by county.  Information regarding approved voting systems 

(current as of June 30, 2008) is at: 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voting_systems/vsys_certified063008.pdf  

Information Made Available to the Public Prior to Election Day 

Notice of election: at least a week before an election, county election officials must publish notice in 

any newspaper of general circulation. If there is no newspaper of general circulation published and 

circulated in the jurisdiction, the notice must be posted conspicuously in at least three (3) public 

places within the city. Source: CA  Elections Code §§ 12105 

Required notices to registered voters: county election officials send a notice by nonforwardable mail 

to each elector registered to vote in a precinct where an election will be conducted at least 90 days 

before each election. Source: CA Elections Code. §§ 2220-2226.  If there is a change in the location 

or boundaries of a precinct, the county election officials send a notice of the change to each 

registrant in the precinct at least 88 days before the next election. Source: CA Elections Code § 

12223  

Use of Voting Systems:  The Secretary of Stateõs website provides instructions for voters on how to 

use each county's voting system 

athttp://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voting_systems/ca_map_counties3.html.  

Inspection of Voting Systems:  County election officials must inspect all voting machines or devices 

at least once every two years to determine their accuracy.  The election officials also must certify 

their inspection results to the Secretary of State.  If the Secretary of State is not satisfied with the 

local inspection, s/he may require a reevaluation.  Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 19220 and 

19221. 

Voting Equipment 

Types of voting equipment used at polling places: voting machines must (except in direct primary 

elections) permit voters to vote for all the candidates of one party or in part for the candidates of 

one party and in part for the candidates of one or more other parties. Source: CA Elections Code 

§ 19300 

Certification of voting equipment:  No voting system, in whole or in part, can be used unless it has 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/13208.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/13209.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voting_systems/vsys_certified063008.pdf
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12105.html
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=elec&group=02001-03000&file=2200-2213
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12223.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12223.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12223.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voting_systems/ca_map_counties3.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/19220.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/19221.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/19300.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/19300.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/19300.html
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received approval from the Secretary of State prior to any election at which it is to be first used.  

No jurisdiction may purchase or contract for a voting system, in whole or in part, unless it has 

received the approval of the Secretary of State.  Source: CA Elections Code § 19201  

Any person or corporation owning or being interested in anyvoting equipment may apply to the 

Secretary of State.  Prior to making a decision about whether or not to approve a voting machine or 

device, the Secretary of State must hold a public hearing for interested persons to express their 

views for or against a device.  The Secretary of State must issue a written decision that must be 

open for public inspection.  Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 19202 and 19204. 

Once a system has been approved, it cannot be modified unless the Secretary of State receives 

written notice of any proposed modifications and approves of same.  If problems subsequently 

develop with certified voting equipment, the Secretary can withdraw certification (generally with 6 

months notice required).  Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 19213 and 19222.   

Buying, operating, and maintaining voting machines:  Each county is responsible for buying, leasing, 

renting or otherwise procuring voting machines that have been certified by the Secretary of State. 

County election officials are responsible for the custody, operation, and maintenance of all 

equipment acquired by them.  Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 19210 and 19212. 

Materials Available at Polling Places 

Number of Voting Booths 

Polling places must have a sufficient number of places, booths, or compartments, at or in which 

voters may mark their ballots.  Each place, compartment, or booth must be adjusted so as to 

conceal the voterõs marking of the ballot from any observation.  The number of voting booths or 

compartments shall be determined by the officer conducting the election.  Source:  CA Elections 

Code §14110. 

The elections official must provide to the precinct officers all of the following: 

 Printed copies of the indexes; 

 At least one copy of the ballot with the ballot measures and ballot instructions printed in 

English, Spanish and any other languages required for a given county;  

 A sufficient number of votable ballots; 

 At least two copies of the voter indexes marked to include a warning that anyone other 

than a precinct board member who marks on them may be subject to a misdemeanor; 

 Blank forms for the roster, tally sheets, voter lists, declarations, and returns;  

 Envelopes for enclosing the returns; 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/19201.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/19202.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/19204.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/19213.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/19222.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/19210.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/19212.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14110.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14110.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14110.html
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 At least 6 (but no more than 12) instruction cards to guide voters in obtaining and marking 

their ballots; 

 A digest of the election laws; 

 An American flag, posted to help voters identify the polling place; 

 At least one ballot container properly marked on the outside to indicate the contents; 

 Ink pads and stamps for each voting booth and pens or pencils to write in any additionally 

qualified candidates; 

 A sufficient number of cards to each polling place containing the telephone number of the 

office to which a voter may call to obtain information about his or her precinct location; 

 An identifying badge or insignia for each member of the precinct board, which must be worn 

at all times while the precinct official is performing his/her official duties;  

 Roster of voters; and  

 Printed copies of the Voter Bill of Rights, as supplied by the Secretary of State, 

conspicuously posted inside and outside of the polling place 

Source: CA Elections Code §14105 

Precinct Board Members also must publicly post: 

 A sample ballot; 

 The date of the election and the polling place hours ; 

 Instructions on how to vote, including how to cast a vote and how to cast a provisional 

ballot; 

 Voting rights, the right to cast a provisional ballot and how to contact appropriate officials if 

any such rights are alleged to have been violated; and 

 Laws regarding prohibited acts of election-related fraud and misrepresentation 

Sources: CA Elections Code §§14200 and 14201. 

Before opening the polls, the precinct board must post at least two copies of the index to the 

affidavits of registration for that precinct in separate, convenient places at or near the polling place. 

Source: CA Elections Code §14202 

Poll workers and Human Resources 

At least 29 days before an election, the county election officials must select at least one (1) 

inspector and two (2) clerks to comprise a local precinct board. Additional clerk positions may be 

allocated in proportion to the number of registered voters within the precinct.   

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14105.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14200.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14201.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14202.html
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 A member of a precinct board must be a registered voter in the state of California and 

must be able to read and write the English language 

Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 12301-12304(a) and 12286 

Election officials also may appoint up to five (5) student clerks per precinct who are United States 

citiznes at least 16 years old in good standing at a public or private secondary educational institution 

with a grade point average of at least 2.5 on a 4.0 scale.  These student clerks cannot tally votes, and 

they serve under the direct supervision of precinct board members.  Source:  CA Elections Code § 

12302 

County election officials may appoint additional precinct board members who are nominated at least 

90 days in advance of an election in writing by the county central committee of any qualified political 

party. County election officials may remove any precinct board member at any time for neglect of 

duty, malfeasance, or misconduct in office. Precinct board members receive ballots and supplies, 

open and close polls, oversee the casting of ballots during the time the polls are open, and any other 

required duties.  Source:  CA Elections Code §12309 

Election Inspector: 

County election officials designate one precinct board member to serve as the election inspector.   

The inspector:  

 Serves on Election Day from 6:00 a.m. until about 9:30 p.m.  

 Attends a mandatory Election Officer training class before each election. 

 Takes oath of office to be officially deputized to conduct the election  

 Contacts all other precinct board members to be certain they will show up on Election Day 

 Reviews the polling place the day before the election and arranges for early morning 

election day entry 

 Picks up election equipment on the day before the election and verifies that supplies are at 

the polling place 

 Guides precinct election team in setting up the polls 

 Supervises election clerks and enforces election codes 

 Issues ballots to voters and safeguards the ballot box and equipment.  

 Assists in packing up the materials and closing the polling place 

 With one clerk, returns the election equipment and voted ballots to the receiving station at 

the end of the election day 

Compensation of inspectors varies from county to county. Inspectors usually receive additional 

compensation for these services as compared to general poll workers/election clerks. Source: CA 

http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/cacodes/elec/12300-12327.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12286.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12302.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12302.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12302.html
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Elections Code §12310 

Poll Workers/Election Clerks:  

 Arrive at the Polling Location by 6:00 AM  

 Attend optional Election Officer training class before each election. 

 Take oath of office to be officially deputized to conduct the election  

 Perform jobs assigned by the county election inspector, such as: 

o Assist in opening and closing poll locations;  

o Assist voters as necessary in a courteous and respectful manner;  

o Know how to properly use the voting unit;  

o Verify and sign forms as needed;  

o Record important information as necessary;  

o Supervise poll books and check-in voters;  

o Check voter ID;  

o Make sure voters properly vote òregularó or òprovisionaló ballots; and  

o Any other duties as assigned by the county election officials, the Secretary of State, or 

found in the California Election or Government Code. 

Compensation of poll workers varies from county to county.  

Sources:  http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/pollworker.htm, CA Elections Code §§ 12309 and 

12309.5  

 

II.  POLLING PLACE PROCED URES DURING VOTING  

A.  Hours of Operation and Protocols for Opening and Closing the Polling Place  

On Election Day, all polling locations must remain open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Each qualified 

voter in the polling place or in line before 8:00 p.m. must be permitted to vote.  Sources: CA 

Elections Code §§ 14212 and 14401. 

 

B. Protocol for Opening the Polling Place  

When designating polling places, the county election officials must ensure that the polling places 

meet the guidelines promulgated by the Secretary of State for accessibility by the physically 

handicapped. Source:   CA Elections Code § 12280 

Before the precinct board receives any ballots, it shall proclaim aloud at the place of election that 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12309.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12309.5.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14212.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14212.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14212.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14401.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12280.html
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the polls are open and shall display the empty ballot container, which will then be locked and kept in 

plain view. Voting shall commence as soon as the polls are declared opened and shall be continued 

during the time the polls remain open.  Sources:  CA Elections Code §§ 14213-1421. 

Requirements for Polling Place Setup 

The county election official must provide a sufficient number of voting booths or compartments for 

the voters.  Each voting compartment must be arranged to that voters can mark their ballots 

òconveniently.ó  The compartments also must be arranged so that ballots can be marked while 

protected from the observation of others.  Source:  CA Elections Code §14110. 

The polling places must  be arranged so that the ballot containers and voting booths or 

compartments can be seen by those present.  Source:  CA Elections Code §14211. 

 

III.  INFORMATION POSTED A T POLLING LOCATIONS  

A.  At every polling location, the following voting information must  be posted:   

 A sample version of the ballot that will be used for that election; 

 Information regarding the date of the election and the hours the polling place will be open; 

 Instructions on how to vote, including how to cast a vote and how to cast a provisional 

ballot; 

 Instructions for mail-in registrants and first-time voters under applicable federal and state 

laws; 

 General information on voting rights under applicable federal and state laws, including 

information on the right of an individual to cast a provisional ballot and instructions on how 

to contact the appropriate officials if these rights are alleged to have been violated; and 

 General information on federal and state laws regarding prohibitions against acts of fraud 

and misrepresentation. 

Source: CA Elections Code §14200  

Precinct election officials must conspicuously post and display two copies of the registration list of 

voters in that precinct in an area of the polling place that is easily accessible. Source: CA Elections 

Code §14202. 

IV.  WHO MAY BE PRESENT A T THE POLLING PLACE  

A.  Generally   

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14213.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14110.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14211.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14200.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14202.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14202.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14202.html
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Persons who may be inside the polling location other than voters:  

 People assisting other persons to vote are allowed inside the polling location; 

 Votersõ children who are under age 18; and 

 Election officials, election employees and observers are allowed to enter the polling place.   

Sources: CA Elections Code §§14221-14223 

B. Observers  

Any person can inspect the roster while voting is in progress so long as their inspections do not 

impede, interfere, or interrupt the normal process of voting. Source: CA Election Code § 14223(b)  

California law does not specifically address the appointment of òformaló election observers at 

individual polling places or at county-wide central counting sites.  However, the Secretary of Stateõs 

office has issued informal guidelines that counties are encouraged to adopt.  

Counties are specifically encouraged to reach out to: their grand jury members, political party 

central committee members, advocacy groups and the League of Women Voters to obtain their 

services as election observers.  Other members of the public also may apply for observer status 

through their county election officialsõ office.  Counties should notify the public that they seek 

observers at least 30 days in advance of an election. 

Approved observers will be given a letter of introduction or other credential by the county 

elections official for use in entering an assigned observation site.  Source: 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/eop_template.pdf 

Clearly identified members of the news media and pollsters may be within 25 feet of a polling place, 

and may speak to voters leaving the site as long as they do not interrupt voting. However, voters 

may not be photographed, videotaped or recorded entering or exiting a polling place, and may not 

be filmed inside the polling place, without the voterõs permission. Source: CA Elections Code 

§18541. 

Guidelines for Observers at the Polls and at Central Counting Sites 

Although guidelines will vary from county to county, the Secretary of Stateõs suggested observer 

plan indicates that observers may: 

 Observe the proceedings at the polls, including the opening and closing procedures 

 Obtain information from the precinct index that is posted near the entrance 

 Make notes and watch election procedures 

 View election-related activities at the central counting site on Election Day 

 View the canvass of the vote activities following the election 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14221.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14223.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14223.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/18541.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/18541.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/18541.html
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 View vote-by-mail and provisional ballot processing 

 Ask questions of poll workers or voters at the polls as long as they do not interfere 

with the conduct of any part of the voting process 

 Ask questions of supervisors at the central counting site as long as they do not interfere 

with the conduct of the election procedures. 

 

According to the Secretary of Stateõs suggested observer plan, observers will be responsible for: 

 Checking in at the polling place or central counting site. 

 Wearing an identification badge. 

 Maintaining a professional manner while observing the election process. 

 Ensuring they do not interfere with the election process. 

 

According to the Secretary of Stateõs suggested observer plan, observers generally may not: 

 Interfere with the conduct of the election (in the judgment of the elections official) 

 Physically handle any voting materials or equipment 

 Sit at the official worktables or view confidential voter information on any work 

terminal 

 Communicate with voters within 100 feet of the entrance to a polling place regarding 

the casting of a vote, or speak to a voter regarding his or her qualifications to vote 

 Display any election material or wear campaign badges, buttons or apparel 

 Wear the uniform of a peace officer, a private guard, or security personnel 

 Use cellular phones, pagers, or two-way radios inside the polling place and/or within 100 

feet of the entrance to the polling place 

 Talk to or attempt to stop the central counting site workers while they are processing 

ballots 

 Use the telephones, computers or other polling place facilities at polling places or the 

central counting site 

 Make physical contact with election personnel 

 Eat or drink in the polls or the central counting site 

 Assist in operations at any polling place or the central counting site. 

Source: All Observer guidelines can be found at http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/eop_template.pdf 

 

 

V. POLLING PLACES:  CON DUCT, RULES AND PROH IBITIONS ON 

INTIMIDATION AND DEC EPTION OF VOTERS  

C. Conduct at or around the Polling Place  

Restrictions Regarding the Area Around the Polling Place: 
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Voter Intimidation; Interference with Voters; Unlawful Practices 

California law prohibits the following activities from occurring within 100 feet of any room in a 

polling place where voters sign the roster or cast ballots:  

 Circulating petitions 

 Speaking to voters about marking their ballots 

 Questioning voters about their qualifications to vote 

 Advocating votes for or against any candidate or measure 

Source: CA Elections Code § 18370 

Both state and federal law have prohibitions against offering any incentive or reward for registering 

or for voting. Federal law applies to elections with federal candidates on the ballot. State law 

prohibits incentives for agreeing to vote, refraining from voting, or voting or refraining from voting 

for any particular candidate or measure. 

Unlawful and Deceptive Practices Regarding Intimidation of Voters: 

Voters have the right to cast a secret ballot free from intimidation. The Secretary of State instructs 

poll workers to watch for and address any intimidation, òeven subtle intimidation or electioneering.ó 

No one may interfere with or attempt to influence a voter in the casting of his or her vote.  

No one may hinder or delay in any manner any who is approaching or leaving the place for casting 

oneõs ballot 

No one may promise a political office or job to a voter, directly or through a third party, in an 

attempt to encourage the voter to vote in a certain way. 

Sources: http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/poll_worker_training_guidelines_final_draft1.pdf; CA 

Elections Code §§ 18370, 18371, 18502, 18520, 18521, 18540, 18541and 18544.

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/18370.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/poll_worker_training_guidelines_final_draft1.pdf
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/18370.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/18370.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/18370.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/18502.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/18520.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/18540.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/18544.html
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ABSENTEE  VOTING GEN ERALLY  

California does not use the phrase òabsenteeó voting because California encourages all qualified voters 

to take advantage of alternate means by which they may vote if they are unable or unwilling to go to the 

polls on election day. 

Assembly Bill 1243, which was signed into law in 2007 and became effective as of January 1, 2008, 

replaced the terms "absentee ballot" and "absent voter" in state law with "vote-by-mail ballot" and "vote-

by-mail voter," respectively.  

I. VOTE -BY-MAIL VOTING   

Vote-by-mail (òVBMó) voting means any casting of a ballot in any way other than at  the polling 

place. .  All VBM ballots must be returned to a county elections official by 8:00 p.m. on Election 

Day. 

Any registered voter can vote by VBM ballot for any reason.   

 Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 300, 3003, 3020, 3201 and 14212 

II.   REQUESTING A VOTE -BY-MAIL BALLOT  

A.  Deadlines for REQUESTING a VBM ballot  

Any registered voter may vote by VBM ballot.  Rather than going to the polls to cast a ballot on 

Election Day, a voter may apply for a VBM ballot by proving information to the applicable elections 

official.  Source:  CA Elections Code § 3003 

A request for a VBM ballot must be made in writing to the county elections official between 29 days 

and 7 days before the election: October 7 ñ October 28, 2008 for the November 4, 2008 general 

election.  The request must be submitted to the county elections officials no later than 5:00 p.m. on 

October 28, 2008. Source:  CA Elections Code § 3001 

To check the status of your request for a VBM ballot, please call your County Elections Office.  A 

list of the California County Elections Offices can be found at: 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_d.htm 

 

B. Information Necessary to Obtain a VBM Ballot  

No specific form is required to request a VBM ballot, so long as the request is made in writing to 

the appropriate county elections official and it contains the following: 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3033.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3201.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3003.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3001.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_d.htm
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 voterõs name and residence address as stated on registration card; 

 the address to which the VBM ballot should be sent; 

 the name and date of the election in which the voter would like to use the VBM process; 

 the date the application must be received by the elections official; and 

 the voterõs signature 

Source: CA Elections Code § 3006 

Sample ballots also include an application form that can be used to obtain a VBM application, or 

voters may use the form provided on the Secretary of Stateõs website at 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_m.htm#apply  

Some counties accept electronically filed VBM applications.  Source: CA Elections Code § 3007.7 

 

C. Delivery of Ballots to Voters who Have Requested to Vote by Mail  

Once the county election official processes and approves a VBM application, the proper ballots will 

be sent to the voter automatically.  Source:   CA Elections Code §3010 

 

III.  RETURNING AND PROCES SING A VOTE -BY-MAIL BALLOT  

A.  How to Return and Cast a VBM Ballot  

After marking the ballot, a voter inserts it into the envelope provided for this purpose, making sure 

to complete all required information on the envelope. The completed, sealed envelope may then be 

returned by:  

 mailing it or returning it in person to the county elections official; 

 returning it in person to any member of a precinct board at any polling place within the 

jurisdiction; or  

 if a voter is ill or physically disabled, by authorizing a legally-allowable third party (relative or 

person residing in the same household as the voter) to return the ballot on the voterõs 

behalf to the elections official from whom it came or to the precinct board at any polling 

place within the jurisdiction.   

Regardless of how the ballot is returned, it MUST be received by the county elections office by the 

time polls close (8 p.m.) on Election Day.  Late-arriving VBM voter ballots are not counted.  If a 

VBM ballot is returned to a precinct board of a polling place located in a county other than the 

county of the elections official who issued the ballot, the elections official responsible for the polling 

place at which the ballot is returned shall forward the ballot to the election official who issued the 

ballot.  Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 3011 and 3017 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3006.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_m.htm#apply
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3017.html
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Once a county elections official receives a voted VBM ballot, the signature on the ballot return 

envelope will be compared to the signature on the voterõs registration card to determine that the 

VBM was submitted by an authorized voter. To preserve the ballotõs secrecy, the ballot will then be 

separated from the envelope and the ballot becomes as anonymous and secret as any other ballot.    

Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 3011(a)(2) and 3019. 

B. Processing of VBM ballots  

Any jurisdiction that receives VBM ballots may begin processing return envelopes starting 29 days 

before the election.  Source:  CA Elections Code § 15101.  

The processing of VBM ballot return envelopes, and the processing and counting of VBM ballots shall 

be open to the public, both prior to and after the election.  The elections official shall notify VBM 

observers and the public at least 48 hours in advance of the dates, times, and places where VBM 

ballots will be processed and counted.  Source:  CA Elections Code § 15104.  

Prior to processing and opening the identification envelopes of VBM voters, the elections official shall 

make a list of VBM voters available for public inspection, from which challenges may be presented.  

Source:  CA Elections Code § 15105  

 

IV.  PERMANENT VOTE BY MA IL VOTER STATUS  

Any voter may apply for permanent VBM voter status.  The voter shall complete an application, 

which is available from the county elections official.  Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 3201-3202. 

The county elections official shall process the application in the same manner as an application for a 

regular VBM ballot. If the elections official determines that the applicant is a registered voter, then 

the county elections official shall place the voterõs name upon a list of those to whom a VBM ballot is 

sent each time there is an election within their precinct.  Source: CA Elections Code § 3203. 

If the voter fails to return an executed VBM ballot in two consecutive statewide general elections, 

the voterõs name shall be deleted from the permanent vote by mail list.  Source: CA Elections Code 

§ 3206. 

When an overseas voter applies for a VBM ballot, the application shall be deemed an affidavit of 

registration and an application for permanent VBM voter status. Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 

3302- 3303. 

V. EMERGENCY VOTE -BY-MAIL BALLOT PROCEDUR ES 

If less than 6 days remain before an election, a voter may make an emergency request to have a 

VBM ballot delivered to him or her.  The voter would need to submit a written request, signed 

under penalty of perjury. Such requests will be granted if the voter: 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3019.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15101.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15104.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15105.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3201.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3203.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3206.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3206.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3206.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3303.html
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 has an illness or disability resulting in confinement in a hospital, sanatorium, nursing 

home, or similar residence 

 is unable to get to his or her polling place because of a physical handicap 

 is unable to vote at his or her polling place because architectural barriers are denying 

him or her physical access to the polling place, voting booth, or voting apparatus or 

machinery  

 is unable to go to his or her polling place because of conditions resulting in his or her 

absence from the precinct on election day   

The elections official should deliver the VBM ballot to any authorized representative of the voter 

who presents this written statement to the elections official.  Before delivering the ballot, the 

elections official may compare the signature on the request with the signature on the voterõs affidavit 

of registration, but in any event, the signature shall be compared before the VBM ballot is canvassed.   

The voter shall mark the VBM ballot, place it in the identification envelope, fill out and sign the 

envelope and return the ballot (personally or through the authorized representative) to either the 

elections official or any polling place within the jurisdiction.  These ballots shall be processed and 

counted in the same manner as other vote by mail ballots.  Source:  CA Elections Code §3021 

VI.  CASTING A BALLOT ON ELECTION DAY AFTER H AVING PREVIOUSLY 

REQUESTED A VOTE -BY-MAIL BALLOT  

Any voter using a VBM ballot may, prior to the close of the polls on Election Day, vote the ballot at 

the office of the elections official in the presence of an officer of the elections official or in a voting 

booth, at the discretion of the elections official.  Source:  CA Elections Code §3018 

Vote-by-mail voters who return to their home precincts on Election Day may vote only if they 

surrender their VBM ballots to the inspector of the precinct board.  The precinct board shall return 

the unused VBM ballots to the elections official in an envelope designated for this purpose. Source:  

CA Elections Code §3015   

Any VBM voter who is unable to surrender his or her VBM ballot shall be entitled to vote using a 

provisional ballot. Source:  CA Elections Code §3016 

VII.  ASSISTANCE WITH VOTE -BY-MAIL VOTING  

A VBM voter who canõt return the ballot because of illness or other physical disability may 

designate his or her relativeor a person residing in the same household as the voter to return 

the ballot.  The ballot must be received by either the elections official from whom it came or by 

the appropriate precinct board before the close of the polls on Election Day.  Source: CA 

Elections Code §3017(a) 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3021.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3018.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3015.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3016.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3017.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3017.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3017.html


 

    

October 2, 2008 

36 

UNIFORMED SERVICE ME MBERS AND OVERSEAS  VOTERS 

I. VOTING AS A UNIFORME D SERVICE MEMBER OR OVERSEAS VOTER 

The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act generally covers U.S. citizens (voters in the 

military and overseas voters) who are absent from their place of residence, provided those citizens 

are otherwise eligible to vote.   

A.  Deadline for  REQUESTING a federal absentee or a California VBM ballot  

To apply for a Federal Post Card Registration and Absentee Ballot Request or a California VBM 

ballot, the same deadlines apply for overseas voters as they do for all California voters. 

B. Deadlines for  RETURNING a ballot from outside the U.S.  

For the 2008 General Election, federal absentee ballots and California VBM ballots must be received 

from military and overseas voters by their county elections official not later than 8:00pm on election 

day (November 4, 2008).   

C. Obtaining and casting a ballot from outside the U.S.  

For federal elections, all voters who are outside the United States during the election and who were 

domiciled in California immediately prior to departing from the United States  have the right to use 

a òsingle federal postcardó to register to vote and to cast a ballot. Source:  CA Elections Code § 

3300. 

Such individuals may use the California VBM form available on the Secretary of Stateõs website at 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_mov.htm or the  federal application obtainable from the 

Federal Voting Assistance Program at http://www/fvap.gov/pubs/onlinefpca.pdf.   

To qualify, a voter must meet the following requirements: 

 S/he has complied with all applicable requirements concerning VBM registration for, and 

voting by, VBM ballots; 

 S/he does not maintain a domicile, is not registered to vote, and is not voting in any other 

state or precinct of a state or territory or in any territory or possession of the United 

States besides California; and  

 S/he has a valid passport or ID card and registration issued under the authority of the 

Secretary of State of the United States 

 Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 3301 and 3302. 

Any such person may apply in writing to the county elections official where the person was last 

domiciled prior to departure from the United States.  Such a voterõs application to vote by mail shall 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3300.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3300.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3300.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_mov.htm
http://www/fvap.gov/pubs/onlinefpca.pdf
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3301.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3302.html
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be deemed an affidavit of registration and an application for permanent VBM voter status. Source:  

CA Elections Code § 3303. 

Timing 

As soon as possible after the 60th day before the federal election, the county elections official shall 

mail or deliver a ballot to each person who has requested registration as an overseas voter since the 

last regularly scheduled federal election.  Source:  CA Elections Code § 3307. 

Ballot applications and voted ballots shall be received from overseas voters and canvassed at the 

same time and under the same procedure as all VBM ballots.  Source:  CA Elections Code § 3310.   

All VBM ballots cast pursuant to this chapter must be received by the county elections official not 

later than 8 p.m. on the day of the applicable federal election.  Source:  CA Elections Code § 3311. 

D. òSpecialó absentee voters 

General Provisions for Special Absentee Voters 

Under California law, electors who are military personnel or private citizens living outside the 

United States, as well as their spouses and dependents, are considered òspecial absentee voters.ó  

Source: CA Elections Code § 300(b).   

When a voter qualifies as a special absentee voter for aVBM ballot, the application is deemed to be 

both an affidavit of registration and an application for permanent absentee voter status.  Sources: 

CA Elections Code §§ 3100, 3104 and 3303.  A special absentee voter also may  register to vote and 

apply for a VBM ballot via facsimile. Source: CA Elections Code § 3103(f).   

A U.S. citizen living overseas should complete a "Federal Post Card Registration and Absentee Ballot 

Request" and mail it to his or her local county elections official.  This form is available at 

http://www.fvap.gov/pubs/onlinefpca.pdf. 

If an elections official receives an application for an absent voterõs ballot from a special absentee 

voter prior to the 60th day before the election, the official shall keep the application and process it 

on or after the 60th day prior to the election.  Source: CA Elections Code § 3103(a).  If an 

application is rejected, the elections official shall return it to the applicant with the reason for 

rejection stated on it, together with a new blank application.  Source: CA Elections Code § 3106 

If the application is accepted and filed, the elections official must immediately send the voter an 

approved official ballot and upon request by the special absentee voter, the elections official may 

send the ballot to the voter by mail, facsimile, or electronic transmission.  The elections official shall 

include a list of all candidates who qualified for the ballot by the 60th day before the election and a 

list of all measures that are to be submitted to the voters and on which the voter is qualified to 

vote. The voter is entitled to write in the name of any specific candidate for any office listed on the 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3303.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3307.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3310.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3311.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/300.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3100.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3104.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3303.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3103.html
http://www.fvap.gov/pubs/onlinefpca.pdf
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3103.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3106.html
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ballot.  Source: CA Elections Code § 3103. 

Additional Privileges for Special Absentee Voters 

California permits special absentee voters who are temporarily living outside the United States or 

the District of Columbia to return their ballots by facsimile transmission. To be counted, the 

elections official must receive the faxed ballot no later than 8:00pm on election day.  The faxed 

ballot must be accompanied by an identification envelope containing all the information required by 

Elections Code Section 3011.  Although the faxed ballot will not, of course, be enclosed in the 

identification envelope, the statute requires that a copy of the completed envelope accompany the 

faxed ballot.  Source: CA Elections Code § 3103 

Under Elections Code Section 3011, the following information must accompany a faxed ballot: 

 A declaration, under penalty of perjury, stating that the voter resides within the 

precinct in which he or she is voting and is the person whose name appears on the 

envelope 

 The voterõs signature 

 The residence address of the voter as shown on the affidavit of registration 

 The date of signing 

 A notice that the envelope contains an official ballot and is to be opened only by the 

canvassing board 

 A warning plainly stamped or printed on it that voting twice constitutes a crime 

 A warning plainly stamped or printed on it that the voter must sign the envelope in 

his or her own handwriting in order for the ballot to be counted 

 A statement that the voter has neither applied, nor intends to apply, for a VBM 

ballot from any other jurisdiction for the same election 

 The name of the person authorized by the voter to return the absentee ballot  (if 

any) 

 The relationship to the voter of the person authorized to return the VBM ballot (if 

any) 

 The signature of the person authorized to return the absentee ballot (if any) 

Although a special absentee voter is permitted to return a voted ballot by fax, s/he is encouraged to 

return the ballot by mail or in person if possible.  A special absentee voter should return a ballot via 

fax only if necessary for the ballot to be received by 8:00pm on election day. Elections officials are 

required to adopt appropriate procedures to protect the secrecy of absentee ballots returned by 

facsimile transmission. Source: CA Elections Code § 3103.5.   

Ballots received from special absentee and overseas voters shall be canvassed at the same time and 

under the same procedure as regular VBM ballots. Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 3102 and 3310.  

When an elections official receives a special absentee ballot by fax, the official must determine the 

voterõs eligibility to vote by comparing the signature on the returned ballot with the signature on 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3103.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3111.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3103.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3103.5.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3102.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3310.html
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that voterõs registration affidavit.  Source: CA Elections Code § 3103.5. 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3103.5.html
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VOTING AND ELECTION DAY IN FORMATION  

I. GENERAL INFORMATION  

A.  Voters In Line When The Polls Close  

If a voter is waiting in line at 8:00 p.m. (poll closing time), s/he must be allowed to vote, regardless of 

how long it takes the voter to reach the voting booth.  Source :  CA Elections Code § 14401. 

B. Casting a Ballot  

The precinct board will ask a voter to announce his or her name and address.  If the voter is a first-

time voter who registered by mail, s/he will be required to provide an acceptable form of 

identification (see next section).  After the precinct board confirms that a voter is properly 

registered and qualified to vote, the precinct board will explain to the voter how to operate the 

voting device and give the voter one official ballot.  The precinct board will also explain how to fold 

the ballot and place it in the envelope.  The precinct board must provide additional information if a 

voter requests information about operating the voting equipment after entering the voting booth.  

Source: CA Elections Code §§ 14216, 14271 and 14272 

Voters should go into the voting booth alone, unless they require assistance with voting or have a 

child under 18 with them. Source: CA Elections Code §§ 14281, 14222 and 14224.  Voters 

requiring assistance, such as the elderly and the disabled, should request assistance prior to entering 

the voting booth. 

C. After Casting a Ballot:  Time At the Polling Place  

After leaving the voting booth, the voter should handle the ballot according to the instructions on it 

and deliver the ballot to a precinct board member who will separate the slip containing the ballot 

number, hand the slip to the voter, and deposit the ballot in the ballot box in the presence of the 

voter.  Source: CA Elections Code § 14293.  The precinct board must mark the name of each 

person who has voted on the roster.  Sources:  CA Elections Code §§ 14294 and 14297 

Voters cannot remain in the voting booth longer than ten (10) minutes ð or five (5) minutes in the 

case of booths that use electronic voting systems ð except where no other voter would be 

inconvenienced. Voters also must immediately leave the polling room after having cast their votes.  

Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 14224 and 19363. 

D. Identification Required at  the Polling Place  

When is Proof of Identity Required? 

There are only very limited conditions under which voters may be asked to provide òsatisfactoryó 

identification. Poll workers may only require a voter to provide their identification if the roster 

explicitly states that ID is required because the voter is a new voter who mailed in a voter 

registration form.  Sources: CA Elec. Code §14216 and Title 2, California Code of Regulations, §§ 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14401.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14216.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14271.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14272.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14281.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14222.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14224.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14293.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14294.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14297.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14224.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/19363.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14216.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/regulations/hava_statewide_voter_regs_020108.pdf
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/regulations/hava_statewide_voter_regs_020108.pdf
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20108.38(a) and (b) 

If a voter designated as being required to provide identification either does not have any qualified 

identification documents with him or her, or does not wish to provide identification for any reason, 

the voter is still eligible to cast a provisional ballot and should be politely offered one. Source : 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/poll_worker_training_guidelines_final_draft1.pdf 

An applicant who previously registered to vote in California will not be required to prove his or her 

identity while voting if an elections official determines the applicant previously voted in a Federal 

election in California. 

Additionally, applicants who register by mail will not be required to provide proof of identity prior 

to voting if they register to vote under the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act 

(UOCAVA), or if they are entitled to vote òother than in personó under the Voting Accessibility for 

the Elderly and Handicapped Act, or any other Federal law; or 

Sources: CA Elections Code § 2150(a)(7) and CA Code of Regulations § 20108.38 

What is òSatisfactoryó Proof of Identification? 

òSatisfactory proof of identityó means that an applicant (or first time voter who registered by mail) 

has provided either: (a) a current and valid photo identification or (b) some other document 

deemed by regulation to demonstrate satisfactory proof of identity. 

 òPhoto identificationó is defined in CA Code of Regulations, § 20107(d)(1) as a document 

òprovided by a third party in the ordinary course of business that includes the name and 

photograph of the individual presenting it.ó Examples include: 

o driverõs license or identification card of any state; 

o passport; 

o employee identification card; 

o identification card provided by a commercial establishment; 

o credit or debit card; 

o military identification card; 

o student identification card; 

o health club identification card;  

o insurance plan identification card; or 

o public housing identification card. 

 òOther documentsó is defined in CA Code of Regulations, § 20107(d)(2) as a document that 

òincludes the name and address of the individual presenting it, and is dated since the date of 

the last general election.ó   Examples include:  

o utility bill; 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2150.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/regulations/hava_statewide_voter_regs_020108.pdf
http://weblinks.westlaw.com/Search/default.wl?RP=%2FWelcome%2FFrameless%2FSearch%2Ewl&n=1&action=Search&db=ca%2Dadc&method=TNC&query=ci%28%22+CA+ADC+s+20107%22%29&recreatepath=%2Fsearch%2Fdefault%2Ewl&RLT=CLID%5FQRYRLT312723207&RLTDB=CLID%5FDB282723207&sea
http://weblinks.westlaw.com/Search/default.wl?RP=%2FWelcome%2FFrameless%2FSearch%2Ewl&n=1&action=Search&db=ca%2Dadc&method=TNC&query=ci%28%22+CA+ADC+s+20107%22%29&recreatepath=%2Fsearch%2Fdefault%2Ewl&RLT=CLID%5FQRYRLT312723207&RLTDB=CLID%5FDB282723207&sea
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o bank statement; 

o government check; 

o government paycheck; 

o documents issued by a governmental agency; 

 a sample ballot issued 

 a voter notification card  

 a public housing identification card  

 a property tax statement 

 a public transportation authority senior citizen discount card 

 a lease or rental statement or agreement  

 a student ID card 

 a tuition statement or bill,  

 an insurance plan card, or 

 a vehicle registration or certificate of ownership 

o a discharge certificate, pardon, or other official document issued to the voter in 

connection with the resolution of a criminal case, indictment, sentence, or other 

matter; 

o identification document issued by governmental disability agencies, government 

homeless shelters and other temporary or transitional facilities; or 

o a drug prescription issued by a government doctor or other governmental health 

care provider 

E. Voting Procedure if a Voter Does Not Have Proper Identification  

Every person who shows up at a polling place on Election Day is entitled to a provisional ballot, 

even if there is a question about whether they are a registered voter. Source:  CA Elections Code 

§ 14310. 

And every person who votes a provisional ballot is provided free access to a system that maintains 

the confidentiality of the voter, while at the same time letting the person know if his or her ballot 

was counted, and, if it was not, why it was not counted.  Information about how to access each 

countyõs free access system can be found on 

http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/type_of_free_access_system_1105.pdf.  

In the rare event where an applicant is required to provide ID, if that individual is not able to prove 

identity in any manner suggested above, then the poll worker should mark the voter index in a 

ònon-pejorative manneró to indicate that the voter must provide proof of identity the first time the 

voter votes in a Federal election and then politely offer a provisional ballot to the voter.  Source: 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/poll_worker_training_guidelines_final_draft1.pdf 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14310.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14310.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14310.html
http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/type_of_free_access_system_1105.pdf
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Citizenship Documents 

Voters are not required to present proof of citizenship to vote.  Presentation of one of the forms of 

photo identification or other satisfactory document that shows the voterõs name and current 

address ð if necessary as discussed above ð is sufficient.  Source: CA Code of Regulations, § 20107 

Steps taken if a voterõs name does not appear on the poll book or if the signatures do not match 

That voter must be given the opportunity to vote by provisional ballot.  Source:  CA Elections 

Code § 14310. 

See also the section on òChallengesó 

II.  ASSISTANCE TO VOTERS  AT THE POLLING PLA CE 

A.  Assistance to Voters Unable to Enter   

Federal law requires voting booths and election materials to be easily used by elderly or disabled 

voters.  In addition, state guidelines promote accessibility for elderly or disabled voters.  In those 

polling places that remain inaccessible under the guidelines promulgated by the California Secretary 

of State for accessibility by the physically handicapped, a physically handicapped person may 

approach as near as possible to the voting area and request curbside voting. 

In those precincts where it is impractical to vote a regular ballot outside the polling place, a 

sufficient number of VBM ballots should be provided to accommodate physically handicapped 

persons who present themselves on election day.   

The VBM ballot should be presented to and voted by a physically handicapped person in the same 

manner as a regular ballot may be voted by that person outside the polling place.   

Sources: 42 U.S.C. § 1973 and CA Elec. Code § 14282(c) 

B. Assistance in the Voting Booth  

Any individuals who declare under oath that they are unable to mark the ballot may receive 

assistance at the voting booth.  These voters may receive the assistance of up to two people of their 

choice, except their employer, an agent of their employer, or an officer or agent of their union. 

Source:  CA Elec. Code § 14282(a)  

Nothing and no one shall prevent a voter from being accompanied in the voting booth by a child or 

children under the age of 18 if the child or children are under the voterõs care.  Source: CA Elec. 

Code § 14222. 

C. Assistance to and A ccessibility for Voters with Disabilities  

http://weblinks.westlaw.com/Search/default.wl?RP=%2FWelcome%2FFrameless%2FSearch%2Ewl&n=1&action=Search&db=ca%2Dadc&method=TNC&query=ci%28%22+CA+ADC+s+20107%22%29&recreatepath=%2Fsearch%2Fdefault%2Ewl&RLT=CLID%5FQRYRLT312723207&RLTDB=CLID%5FDB282723207&sea
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14310.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14310.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14310.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14282.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14282.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14222.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14222.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14222.html


 

    

October 2, 2008 

44 

Background: State & Federal Law 

In 1968, the California Legislature enacted the California Disabled Persons Act, which declared that 

the physically disabled are entitled to the same right as the able-bodied to full and free use of 

streets, highways, sidewalks, walkways, public buildings, public facilities, and other public places and 

to full and equal access to other places to which the general public is invited.  (CA Civil Code, § 54, 

et seq.)   

In 1979, the California Legislature enacted what is now numbered as Elections Code section 12280, 

which specifically requires polling places to be accessible to voters with disabilities.   

All eligible citizens have the right to register to vote unless judicially determined to be incompetent. 

It is not up to poll workers to determine a personõs registration qualification or competence to 

vote.  

Sometimes poll workers, upon seeing a voter who is disabled, may question the personõs 

competence to vote. If the individual is properly registered, the voter must be treated in the same 

way as are all other voters and given the right to vote a ballot privately and without barriers.  

Voters with disabilities should not be asked to fill out their ballots at the table where poll workers 

are checking in voters, even if the voters have requested assistance in filling out their ballots. 

Source:http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/poll_worker_training_guidelines_final_draft1.pdf 

Accessible Voting System Requirements 

Various federal laws also specifically require that polling places for federal elections must be 

accessible to disabled and elderly voters. (42 U.S.C. §1973ee, et seq. and 42 U.S.C. 12101, et seq.)  

Specifically, all voting systems used in an election for federal office to must "be accessible for 

individuals with disabilities, including nonvisual accessibility for the blind and visually impaired, in a 

manner that provides the same opportunity for access and participation (including privacy and 

independence) as for other voters."   

States may satisfy this requirement òthrough the use of at least one direct recording electronic 

voting system or other voting system equipped for individuals with disabilities at each polling place."  

And all voting systems purchased with federal funds after January 1, 2007, must be accessible to 

voters with disabilities.  HAVA § 301 et  seq. 

Thus, it is the responsibility of county elections officials to include providing at least one disabled-

accessible voting machine per polling place to ensure that persons with disabilities may vote 

privately and independently.  For the visually impaired, this means that the voting machine must have 

an audio capability so that the voter can hear the ballot information.  For this purpose, a county 

elections official may utilize a direct recording electronic voting system or a ballot marking device 

that includes an audio interface.   

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=civ&group=00001-01000&file=54-55.2
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=civ&group=00001-01000&file=54-55.2
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=civ&group=00001-01000&file=54-55.2
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12280.html
http://www.fec.gov/hava/law_ext.txt
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Any voting system used in this state must first be certified by the Secretary of State after being 

subject to vigorous testing.  Additionally, California law requires that each direct recording 

electronic voting system contain an accessible voter-verified paper audit trail. Source: CA Elections 

Code § 19250.)   

Polling Place Accessibility Requirements-CA Law 

California law requires that in selecting polling places, an elections official must undertake necessary 

measures to ensure that polling places are accessible to the physically handicapped.  Source: CA 

Elections Code § 12280.  

California law also provides for òcurbside votingó ð if a polling place is not accessible, the precinct 

board member must take a regular ballot to the person with disabilities outside the polling place, 

and then return the voted ballot to the polling place.  Voters who need òcurbside votingó may 

approach as near as possible to the voting area to have elections officials bring them a roster to sign, 

a ballot to vote, and any other voting materials they may need, whether the voter is actually at a 

curb, in a car, or otherwise located outside the polls. 

If it is impractical for a voter with disabilities to vote a regular ballot outside the polling place, then 

the voter should be provided with an absentee ballot, which should be voted and returned in the 

same manner as the regular ballot.  Sources: CA Elections Code § 14282(c) and 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/election_2008/voting_rights_may_08.pdfTo facilitate accessibility 

compliance, the Secretary of State has developed a Polling Place Accessibility Checklist  found 

at http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/final_ppas_supp_0317.pdf to be used in evaluating California 

polling places for access by voters with disabilities.  The checklist survey focuses on evaluating a 

proposed polling place both from a technical perspective (by taking and evaluating slope, grade, and 

width-of-access measures, among others) and from a practical standpoint to ensure that all voters, 

including those with disabilities, will be able to vote.  

Key areas of concern include: 

 parking, drop-off zones, public transportation stops, and loading areas 

 polling place entrances, and 

 pedestrian routes, including sidewalks, hallways, ramps, elevators, and lifts (both 

exterior and interior), that voters use.   

The U.S. Department of Justice provides another Checklist for Polling Places, which is promoted for 

use by the California Secretary of State at www.ada.gov/votingck.htm  

Upon request, a disabled voter may receive assistance from ònot more than two persons selected 

by the voter, other than the voter's employer, an agent of the voter's employer, or an officer or 

agent of the union of which the voter is a memberó in marking his or her ballot.  Source: CA 

Elections Code § 14282(a).   

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/19250.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/19250.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/19250.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12280.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12280.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12280.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14282.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/final_ppas_supp_0317.pdf
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/final_ppas_supp_0317.pdf
http://www.ada.gov/votingck.htm
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14282.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14282.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14282.html
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The precinct officers are required to keep a list of voters who have been assisted in marking their 

ballots, and to return the list to the elections official to be preserved with other election materials 

and records.  Source: CA Elections Code § 14283. 

Finally, the Secretary of State also must ensure that blind and visually impaired voters are provided 

with access that is equivalent to that provided to sighted individuals, including the ability to cast and 

verify votes by both visual and nonvisual means. At least one voting unit at each polling place must 

provides access to blind or visually impaired voters. Source:  CA Elections Code § 19227.  

D. Assistance in Languages Other Than English  

California law expresses the Legislatureõs intent that non-English-speaking citizens should be 

encouraged to vote, and obstacles to registration by non-English-speaking citizens should be 

minimized.  Source: CA Elections Code § 2103(c).   

If a county elections official finds that non-English-speaking citizens comprise 3 percent or more of 

the voting age residents of a precinct, the elections official must make reasonable efforts to recruit 

deputy registrars who are fluent in the language used by those citizens.  Source: CA Elections Code 

§ 2103(d).   

In addition, if the number of residents of voting age in each county and precinct who are members 

of a single language minority equals 3 percent or more of the voting age residents of a particular 

county or precinct, election materials, including facsimile ballots, must be posted in the applicable 

language at the affected polling places.  .However, in precincts where ballots printed in a language 

other than English are available for use by voters at the polls, the posting of a facsimile ballot in that 

particular language is not be required.  Source: CA Elections Code § 14201.   

Based on the applicable provisions of the federal Voting Rights Act, all voting materials for federal 

elections in California must be provided in Spanish as well as English.  In addition, the following 

California counties are covered political subdivisions with respect to additional languages as noted 

language: 

 Alameda:  Chinese 

 Colusa:  American Indian (Wintun) 

 Imperial:  American Indian (Yuman) 

 Los Angeles:  Chinese, Tagalog, Japanese, Korean, Vietnamese 

 Orange:  Chinese, Korean, Vietnamese 

 Riverside:  Central or South American Indian 

 San Diego:  Tagalog 

 San Francisco:  Chinese 

 San Mateo:  Chinese 

 Santa Clara:  Chinese, Tagalog, Vietnamese 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14283.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/19227.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2103.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2103.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2103.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2103.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14201.html
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  Source: 28 C.F.R. 55; updated at 67 Fed.Reg. 48872-48873 (July 26, 2002). 

The Secretary of Stateõs website provides additional resources for voters who speak languages other 

than English at http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/elections_multi.htm, including toll-free telephone 

numbers and forms in several languages. 

E.  Assistance When Voters Mistakenly Mark a Ballo t  

If a voter makes a mistake when voting the official ballot, s/he may return the spoiled ballot and 

receive a new ballot from a polling place worker (or from the Elections Division if voting via VBM 

ballot).  The law restricts voters to receiving a maximum of two replacement ballots. Source: CA 

Elections Code §14288. 

The Secretary of State encourages poll workers to alert voters who spoil their first ballot that they 

are only entitled to a total of three ballots, so to exercise caution when casting a replacement ballot. 

Poll workers are also encouraged to tactfully offer training in how to properly cast a vote when a 

voter has spoiled their first ballot. Source: 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/poll_worker_training_guidelines_final_draft1.pdf 

III.  INFORMATION REGARDIN G VOTERS WHO HAVE MO VED 

A.  Moving Within the Same Precinct  

All voters who move, even within the same precinct, shall re-register to vote.  Source: CA 

Elections Code § 2116.  

Upon any such re-registration, the registration containing the former address will be cancelled and 

replaced with the registration containing the new address.  Source: CA Elections Code § 2117. 

B. Moving Between Precincts Within the Same County  

Voters who move within the same county must re-register to vote.  Source: CA Elections Code § 

2116.   

Upon any such re-registration, the registration containing the former address will be cancelled and 

replaced with the registration containing the new address.  Source: CA Elections Code § 2117. 

However, in lieu of executing a new affidavit of registration for a change of address within the 

county, the county elections official will accept a notice or letter of the change of address signed by 

a voter.  Such notice must be executed on or before the 15 day prior to the election and one of the 

following must apply: 

 The notification is postmarked on or before the 15th day prior to the election and received 

in the mail by the county elections official; 

 The notification is submitted to the DMV or accepted by any other public agency designated 

as a voter registration agency; or 

http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/elections_multi.htm
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14288.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14288.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14288.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2116.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2116.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2116.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2117.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2116.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2116.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2116.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2117.html
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 The notification is delivered to the county elections official by means other than those 

described above on or before the 14th day prior to the election.   

Source: CA Elections Code § 2119. 

If a voter moves from one address to another in the same county and fails to reregister, the voter 

may choose to vote a provisional ballot on election day at the polling place for his or her current 

residence (upon showing proof of current residence), or at the office of the county elections official 

or other central location designated by that elections official. Source: CA Elections Code § 14311.  

A voter who moves within 14 days prior to Election Day also may vote at his or her old polling 

location.  Source: CA Elections Code § 2035. 

C. Moving Between Counties  

When a voter moves from one county to another, the voter must execute a new affidavit of 

registration, deliver the new affidavit pursuant to the standard procedures for registration, and meet 

the standard registration deadlines (as set forth in Section IIof this manual).  In the affidavit of 

registration for the new address, the voter must include his or her former address in the òprior 

registrationó portion, which will have the effect of cancelling the voterõs registration at that prior 

address and replacing it with a registration at the voterõs new address.  Sources: CA Elections 

Code §§ 2116 and 2118.   

If the move took place within 14 days of the election, the voter may vote at his or her old polling 

location.  Source: CA Elections Code § 2035. 

If a county elections official receives a letter from a voter stating that the voter has moved to a new 

address in another California county, the elections official must immediately notify the elections 

official of the county to which the voter has moved.  Upon receipt of the notice, the elections 

official of the county to which the voter has moved shall send to the voter a voter registration card, 

and shall instruct the voter that in order to record a change of address, the voter must re-register 

on a new affidavit of registration.  The elections official must cancel the old registration for any 

election occurring at least 29 days after the receipt of the letter.  Source: CA Elections Code § 

2120. 

D. Moving to Another State  

If a person moves to a state outside California with the intention of making it his or her domicile, 

then the voter loses his or her domicile in California, and is no longer eligible to vote in California.  

Source: CA Elections Code § 2022. 

If a person moves to a state outside California as a place of permanent residence, with the intention 

of remaining there for an indefinite time, he or she loses his or her domicile in California, 

notwithstanding that he or she intends to return at some future time, and is no longer eligible to 

vote in California.  Source: CA Elections Code § 2023 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2119.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14311.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2035.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2116.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2116.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2116.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2118.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2035.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2120.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2120.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2022.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2023.html
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The mere intention to acquire a new domicile outside California, without the fact of actual moving, 

does not affect a personõs eligibility to vote, nor does the mere removal of a voter outside 

California, without the voterõs intention to change his or her residence or domicile. Source: CA 

Elections Code § 2022. 

IV.  PROVISIONAL VOTING  

IMPORTANT NOTE: A provisional ballot will only be counted if the local elections officials can verify 

the voterõs eligibility.  For this reason, it is always preferable for a voter to vote using a regular ballot, if 

possible.   

A provisional ballot cast in the wrong precinct will not simply be discarded.  If voter eligibility can be 

verified, only the votes for the candidates and measures for which the voter was entitled to vote in his 

or her assigned precinct shall be counted. Source:   CA Elections Code § 14310(c)(3) 

A.  Who Is Entitled to Vote on a Provisional Ballot?   

If there is any question about a voterõs right to vote at a polling place, s/he has the right to cast a 

provisional ballot.  The voter must execute, in the presence of an elections official, a written affirmation 

stating that the voter is eligible to vote and registered in the county where the voter desires to vote. 

Source:  CA Elections Code § 14310. 

There are many reasons why it may be appropriate for a voter to cast a provisional ballot rather than a 

regular ballot, including the following: 

 Voterõs name does not appear on the list of registered voters and the eligibility to vote cannot 

be verified at the polling place; 

 Voter is designated on the list of registered voters as a first-time voter who registered by mail 

and is voting in a Federal election, but is unable, or refuses, to provide the required proof of 

identity; 

 Voter requested a VBM ballot, but has not returned the ballot by mail or brought it to the 

polling place; 

 Voter is voting during extended polling place hours as ordered by a state or federal court;  

 Voter is registered to vote, but is attempting to vote in a precinct different from the one in 

which the voter is registered or assigned; or 

 Voter moved within a county, but did not update his/her voter registration information to 

reflect the move. 

Source: http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/hava_compliance_manual.htm 

B. How are Provisional Ballots Processed?  

Provisional ballots are placed in provisional ballot envelopes, which are different in color from standard 

ballot envelopes.  The provisional ballot envelope also offers an opportunity for elections officials to 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2022.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2022.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2022.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14310.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/hava_compliance_manual.htm
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capture information necessary to process the voterõs registration affidavit.  For instance, if the voterõs 

identification has not been validated through Calvalidator, then capturing the voterõs driverõs license 

number or the last four digits of his or her social security number as part of the provisional voting 

process will better enable elections officials to process the provisional ballot and clear any potential 

registration hurdles prior to the end of the canvass period. 

The provisional ballots are taken, along with the regular ballots, to the canvassing area.  During the 

official canvass, the elections official compares the signature on each provisional ballot envelope with the 

signature on that voterõs affidavit of registration.  Once a voterõs registration is confirmed, and the 

signature on the envelope has been verified, the ballot is separated from the envelope and counted as a 

regular ballot.  If the voterõs registration cannot be confirmed, the ballot is not counted, and the reason 

for not counting the ballot is recorded.  Source: CA Elections Code § 14310(c)(1). 

The application of laws and regulations relating to provisional ballots must be òliberally construed in 

favor of the provisional voter.ó  Source:  CA Elections Code § 14312. 

Every person who votes a provisional ballot is provided free access to a system that maintains the 

confidentiality of the voter, while at the same time letting the person know if his or her ballot was 

counted, and, if it was not, why it was not counted.  Information about how to access each countyõs free 

access system can be found on http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/type_of_free_access_system_1105.pdf.  

V. CHALLENGES  

A.  Grounds for challenging a voterõs right to vote 

A person offering to vote may be orally challenged within the polling place only by a member of the 

precinct board and only upon the following grounds:  

 The individual is not the person whose name appears on the index; 

 The individual is not a resident of the precinct; 

 The individual is not a U.S. citizen; 

 The individual has already voted; or 

 The individual is on parole for conviction of a felony. 

Source: CA Elections Code § 14240. 

B. Challenging a personõs right to vote before Election Day  

A voter may only be challenged on election day, in the polling place, by a precinct official. No one 

else may challenge a voter or prospective voter at any time.   

Notwithstanding the foregoing, if precinct board member receives any document or list concerning 

the residence or other voting qualifications of any person or persons, with an express or implied 

suggestion that the person(s) be challenged, the precinct board member must determine whether 

there is any independent evidence that would provide probable cause to justify or substantiate a 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14310.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14312.html
http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/type_of_free_access_system_1105.pdf
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14240.html
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challenge.   

Before deciding whether to use any such document or a list, the precinct board member must 

immediately contact the inspector of elections to describe the document or list and any evidence 

bearing on voting qualifications.  The elections official must advise all of the precinct board members 

as to the sufficiency of probable cause for instituting and substantiating the challenge.  The elections 

official may, if necessary, designate a deputy to receive and answer inquiries from precinct board 

members about any such prompted challenge. Source: CA Elections Code § 14240. 

C. Making a challenge on Election Day  

Each of the five (5) permissible challenge grounds listed above carries a specific set of permissible 

elections officialõs actions and voter responses: 

Voter Challenge Ground  Election Official Action  Voter Response  

Not the person whose name 

appears on the index 

Administer the following oath: 

òYou do swear (or affirm) that 

you are the person whose name 

is entered on the index.ó 

If the voter takes the oath, the 

voter must be allowed to vote. 

Not a resident of the precinct Swear in the individual to 

answer questions, and after 

having so sworn, ask: òAre you 

a resident of this precinct?ó 

If the answer to the question is 

òYes,ó no other questions may be 

asked and the voter must be 

allowed to vote 

Not a U.S. citizen Such challenges are òtried and 

determinedó by the precinct 

board, which may also request 

any other person present in 

the polling place to be sworn 

and answer questions if the 

board believes that the person 

has information concerning 

the facts of the challenge 

Not stated in elections code 

Voter has already voted Administer the following oath: 

òYou do swear (or affirm) that 

you have not previously voted in 

this election, either by vote by 

mail ballot or at a polling place.ó 

If the voter takes the oath, the 

voter must be allowed to vote. 

On parole for felony conviction  Elections official must rely on 

the certified statement from 

county clerk documenting 

names of those who are 

currently imprisoned or on 

parole for a felony conviction  

Right to vote is automatically 

restored upon completion of 

imprisonment, including any 

period of parole (and re-

registering) 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14240.html
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If any person challenged refuses to take any of the oaths tendered, or refuses to be sworn and to 

answer the questions concerning his or her residence, the person will not be allowed to vote. 

Any doubt in the interpretation of the law will be resolved in favor of the challenged voter. 

Sources: CA Election Code §§ 14240-14251

http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/cacodes/elec/14240-14253.html
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POST-ELECTION PROCEDURES  

I. CLOSING THE POLLS  

A.  Protocol for closing polling places  

All members of the precinct board must be present at the closing of the polls.  Source: CA 

Elections Code §14400. 

When the polls are closed, poll workers should proclaim loudly, òThe polls are closed.ó Any voter 

who is in line at 8 p.m. must be allowed to vote. Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 14401 and 14402. 

If there is a line when the polls close, the Secretary of State encourages poll workers to select a 

precinct officer to stand at the back of the line to let others know the polls have closed. Any voter 

who arrives after the polls have closed may not be allowed to vote, even if voting is still ongoing 

when they arrive because of voters who were in line to vote before the polls closed. Source: 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/poll_worker_training_guidelines_final_draft1.pdf. 

If a court order extends the time that the polls are open, then the law requires that all voters must 

be allowed to cast provisional ballots during the extended time period. Provisional ballots cast 

during the extended time period must be kept separate from other provisional ballots cast 

throughout the day, in the event a legal determination is made that the polls should not have been 

kept open. Source: CA Elections Code §14402.5. 

B. Procedure for Reconciling Ballots  

Step 1. Immediately upon closing the polls and before any voted ballot is taken from any ballot 

container, the precinct board member must, in the presence of all persons in the room who may 

desire to observe them, render all unused ballots unusable using one of three (3) means:  

 Drawing an òXó across each ballot , in ink or indelible pencil, that is at least three inches 

square; 

 Tearing or cutting each ballot so that it is apparent that the ballot has been intentionally 

destroyed to prevent its use, but taking care to retain the serial number on the ballot for 

reconciliation purposes; or 

 Placing all unused ballots into a special tamperproof container provided for that purpose.   

  Source: CA Elections Code §14403. 

Step 2. Immediately after the unused ballots are destroyed, the precinct board members must 

remove the voted ballots from the ballot container and take them out of the secrecy envelopes or 

detach them from the secrecy stubs.  If an envelope or stub is also a write-in ballot and a write-in 

vote has been registered thereon, then the ballot card must not be separated from the envelope or 

stub.  If two or more separate ballot cards have been used in the election, the precinct board shall 

sort them into groups according to series.   Source: CA Elections Code § 14420(a). 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14400.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14400.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14400.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14401.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14402.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14402.5
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14403.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14420.html
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Step 3. After completing these actions, the precinct board must count the number of ballot cards 

in each group, and certify the number of ballots cast on the voting roster.  If there is any discrepancy 

between the number of voters listed in the roster and the number of ballots voted, all of the 

precinct board members must sign a statement explaining the reason for the difference.  Source: 

CA Elections Code § 14420(b). 

Step 4. The precinct board next must group voted ballot cards, voted separate write-in ballots, and 

spoiled and void ballots (if any) as directed by the elections official and place them in containers.  All 

ballots, along with the containers for voted ballot cards, must then be placed in boxes that must be 

sealed and delivered as soon as possible to designated receiving centers or central counting places 

along with the unused ballots, supplies, and other materials as directed by the elections official.  

Source: CA Elections Code § 14421.  

Step 5. The precinct board must enclose and seal all voted, spoiled, canceled, or unused ballots in 

one or more packages, as determined by the elections official and must enclose and seal in one or 

two packages, as determined by the elections official, all of the following:  

 Two tally sheets (if ballots will be tabulated manually at the precinct); 

 Roster of voters; 

 Copy of the index used as the voting record; 

 List of challenges issued at the polling place and their result; and 

 List of voters who requested assistance. 

 ` Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 14431 and 14432,. 

Precinct board members must account for all ballots delivered to them by returning a sufficient 

number of unused ballots to make up, when added to the number of official ballots cast and the 

number of spoiled and canceled ballots returned, the number of ballots given to them.  Source: CA 

Elections Code §14405 

Finally, òwithout delay,ó two precinct members must go together to deliver the sealed packages 

containing the lists, papers, and ballots to the elections official or to a receiving station designated by 

the elections official.  Source: CA Elections Code § 14434. 

 

II.  COUNTING THE BALLOTS  - GENERALLY  

A.  Semifinal Official Canvass  

The "semifinal official canvass" is the public process of collecting, processing, and tallying ballots on 

election night.  The semifinal official canvass may include some or all of the VBM and provisional 

vote totals. Source: CA Elections Code § 353.5. 

County elections officials must conduct a semifinal official canvass for every election by tabulating 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14420.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14421.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14431.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14432.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14405.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14405.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14405.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14434.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/353.5.html
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the VBM and precinct ballots and compiling the results.  The semifinal official canvass must begin 

immediately upon the close of the polls and continue without break until all precincts are accounted 

for. Source: CA Elections Code § 15150.  

County elections officials must transmit the semifinal official results to the Secretary of State 

based on the schedule issued by the Secretary prior to each election.  Source: CA Elections Code § 

15151.  

 

B. The Official Canvass  

The "official canvass" is the public process of processing and tallying all ballots received in an 

election, including, but not limited to, provisional ballots and VBM ballots not included in the 

semifinal official canvass. The official canvass also includes the process of reconciling ballots, 

attempting to prohibit duplicate voting by VBM and provisional voters, and performing a manual tally 

of one (1) percent of all precincts.  Source: CA Elections Code § 335.5.  

The official canvass must begin no later than the Thursday following the election and must be open 

to the public. The official canvass must be continued daily (except on Saturdays, Sundays, and 

holidays) for at least six (6)  hours each day until completed.  Source: CA Elections Code § 15301. 

Election officials have 35 days to complete the canvass for the upcoming election. Source: CA 

Elections Code § 15375.  

While conducting the official canvass, county election official must: 

 Inspect all materials and supplies returned by poll workers. Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 

15201, 15202,15208 and 15302 

 Reconcile the number of signatures on the roster with the number of ballots recorded on 

the ballot statement. Source: CA Elections Code § 15302 

 Reconcile the number of ballots received from each polling place with the number of ballots 

cast (as indicated on the ballot statement) if any discrepancies are found in the signature 

reconciliation process. Source: CA Elections Code § 15302 

 Reconcile the number of ballots counted, spoiled, canceled, or invalidated due to identifying 

marks or overvotes with the number of votes recorded by the vote counting system 

(including vote-by-mail and provisional ballots). Source: CA Elections Code § 15302 

 Process and count all valid vote-by-mail and provisional ballots that were not included in the 

semifinal official canvass. Source: CA Elections Code § 15302 

 Count any valid write-in votes. Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 15302, 15340 and 15342. 

 Reproduce any damaged ballots, if necessary. Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 15208, 15210 

and 15302 

 Report final results to the governing board and the Secretary of State, as required. Source: 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15150.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15151.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15151.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/335.5.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15301.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15375.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15375.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15375.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15201.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15201.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15202.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15208.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15302.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15302.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15302.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15302.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15340.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15342.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15208.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15210.html
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CA Elections Code § 15302 

III.  COUNTING PROVIS IONAL BALLOTS  

During the official canvass, county elections officials must examine the records with respect to all 

provisional ballots cast.  The elections officials must compare the signature on each provisional 

ballot envelope with the signature on the voterõs affidavit of registration.  If the signatures do not 

match, the ballot will be rejected.   

Provisional ballots are not included in any canvass (semiofficial or official), unless and until: 

 the election official establishes the claimantõs right to vote prior to the completion of the 

official canvass or  

 a superior court in the county of the voterõs residence issues an order declaring the 

provision ballot(s) to be counted.   

The provisional ballot of a voter who is otherwise entitled to vote shall not be rejected because the 

voter did not cast his or her ballot in the precinct to which he or she was assigned by the elections 

official.  Source:  CA Elections Code § 14310. 

IV.  COUNTING VOTE -BY-MAIL BALLOTS  

A.  Procedures for Counting Vote -by-Mail Ballots  

There are three steps involved with òcountingó VBM ballots: (1) processing return envelopes (2) 

processing the actual ballots and (3) tabulating the votes. 

 Processing Return Envelopes: County election officials may process VBM ballot 

return envelopes beginning 29 days before the election.  

Processing vote-by-mail ballot return envelopes may include verifying the voter's 

signature on the ballot return envelope and updating voter history records. 

Source:  CA Elections Code § 15101(a) 

 Processing Actual Ballots: The vote tallying process begins with the VBM ballots 

before election night. Any county that counts its ballots by computer (all 58 

California counties do) may begin processing VBM ballots seven (7) days before the 

election.  Source: http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_oc.htmProcessing 

VBM ballots includes: opening verified VBM return envelopes, removing the ballots, 

duplicating any damaged ballots, and preparing the ballots to be machine read. 

Source:  CA Elections Code § 15101(b) 

Special counting boards must be appointed to count the VBM ballots. If the tally is 

done by hand, there must be at least four persons for each office or proposition to 

be counted; one person reads from the ballot, the second watches for any error or 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15302.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15310.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15101.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15101.html
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improper vote, and the other two keep the tally. Source:  CA Elections Code § 

15102. 

 Tabulating Votes:  Vote tabulation may not begin, under any circumstances, until 

after the close of polls on election day. Mail ballots not processed by that time and 

all those received on election day, either through the mail or at the precincts, are 

tabulated during the official canvass of the vote.   Source:  

http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_oc.htm 

The counting and canvassing of VBM ballots shall be conducted in the same manner 

and under the same regulations as used for ballots cast in a precinct polling place.  

Source:  CA Elections Code § 15109. 

B. Rejecting Vote -by-Mail Ballots  

Vote-by-Mail ballots are not counted in the two scenarios, as follows: 

 The signature on the VBM ballot return envelope does not correspond with the personõs 

registration signature or the applicant is not a qualified voter in the precinct.. Source:  CA 

Elections Code § 3019. 

 The ballot is not marked as provided by law or is marked or signed by the voter in a way 

that it can be identified. Source:  CA Elections Code § 15154. 

V. CONTESTING AN ELECTI ON  

A.  Who May Contest an Election and How  

Any U.S. citizen who is at least 18 years old and a resident of an election precinct at least 15 days 

prior to an election (and òelectoró) may contest any election. To do so, s/he must file a written 

statement with the clerk of the superior court having jurisdiction specifically declaring: 

 His or her name and the fact that he or she is an elector in the district or county in which 

the contested election was held; 

 The name of the defendant; 

 The office being contested; 

 The particular grounds of contest and section of the California Elections Code under which 

the statement is filed; and 

 The date of on which the electionõs results were declared  

 Source: CA Elections Code §16400 

B. Proper Bases for Contesting an Election  

Election contests may be brought for any of the following causes, alleging:  

 that a precinct board is guilty of malconduct;  

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15102.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15102.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15102.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15109.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3019.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3019.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3019.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15154.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/16400.html
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 that a person who has been declared elected to an office was not, at the time of the 

election, eligible to that office; 

 that a named defendant has bribed or offered to bribe an elector or precinct board 

member for the purpose of procuring the defendantõs election; 

 that illegal votes were cast; 

 that eligible voters who attempted to vote in accordance with California law were denied 

their right to vote; 

 that the precinct board made errors in conducting the election or in canvassing returns that 

were sufficient to change the outcome of an election; or 

 that there was an error in the vote-counting programs or summation of ballot counts.  

 Source: CA Elections Code § 16100 

VI.  RECOUNT PROCEDURES  

A.  Recounts Ordered  by an Elections Official  

A precinctõs elections official may order that the ballots voted in the precinct be publicly recounted 

if both of the following apply:  

 The elections official has reasonable cause to believe that the precinctõs ballots were 

miscounted; and 

 The elections official has examined the precinct board members under oath (or the 

counting board if the ballots were counted by a central counting system), and they 

are unable to explain their precinctõs returns.  

 Source: CA Elections Code § 15610 

B. Recounts Requested by a Voter  

Within five (5) days after the official canvass has been completed, any voter may file a written 

request with the Secretary of State (or the applicable elections official responsible for conducting 

the election in the county where the voter seeks the recount) for a recount of the votes cast for:  

 candidates for any office, 

 for slates of presidential electors, or  

 for or against any measure 

On recount, ballots may be challenged for incompleteness, ambiguity, or other defects by having:  

 the person who challenges the ballot state the reason for the challenge;  

 the official counting the ballot count it as s/he believes proper and then setting it 

aside with a notation as to how it was counted; and 

 the elections official determine whether the challenge will be allowed before the 

recount is completed 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/16100.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15610.html
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The decision of the elections official is final. 

Generally speaking, the requesting voter must bear all costs associated with a voter-requested 

recount, which must be  conducted publicly.  Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 15620-15634. 

C. Court -Ordered Recount  

Within 25 days following an election, a district attorney (upon request from a grand jury or county 

board of supervisors) may petition the superior court for an order directing a public recount of 

ballots tabulated in any precincts in any designated county.   

The petition can only be made only on the following grounds:  

 Misconduct that likely affected the result of an election and/or 

 Errors or failures in the safekeeping, handling, tallying, counting, recording, or 

certification of ballots or votes cast, sufficient to make it likely that the result of the 

election was affected or sufficient to cast substantial doubt on the accuracy of the 

results without regard to affecting any result. 

The petition may be opposed at hearing by any interested party and an order may be issued only if 

the court makes a finding that there is probable cause to believe that one or more of the grounds 

exist.  

The court may order further recounts as it deems proper based on the results of the ordered 

recount(s).  The court must declare the recount results and order the results of any election 

affected by any recount to be corrected. 

The court may order that costs for any such recount may be borne in whole or in just proportion 

by any person or any public agency, or both, who petition for the recount.  

Sources: CA Elections Code §§ 15640-15642. 

 

http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/cacodes/elec/15620-15634.html
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=elec&group=15001-16000&file=15640-15642
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APPENDIX  

SECTION I ð STATE AND LOCAL ELEC TION OFFICIALS  

CHIEF ELECTION OFFICER:  

CA Elections Code Ä 10 provides that òthe Secretary of State is the chief elections officer of the state, 

and has the powers and duties specified in Section 12172.5 of the Government Code.ó 

CA Constitution Art. 5 Ä2 provides that òthe Governor shall be elected every fourth year at the same 

time and places as members of the Assembly and hold office from the Monday after January 1 following 

the election until a successor qualifies.  The Governor shall be an elector who has been a citizen of the 

United States and a resident of this State for 5 years immediately preceding the Governor's election.  

The Governor may not hold other public office.  No Governor may serve more than 2 terms.ó 

 

CA Constitution Art. 5 Ä11 provides that òthe Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, Controller, 

Secretary of State, and Treasurer shall be elected at the same time and places and for the same term as 

the Governor.  No Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, Controller, Secretary of State, or 

Treasurer may serve in the same office for more than 2 terms.ó 

 

DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE :   

CA Government Code § 12172.5 provides that: 

The Secretary of State is the chief elections officer of the state, and shall administer the 

provisions of the Elections Code.  The Secretary of State shall see that elections are 

efficiently conducted and that state election laws are enforced. The Secretary of State 

may require elections officers to make reports concerning elections in their 

jurisdictions. 

If, at any time, the Secretary of State concludes that state election laws are not being 

enforced, the Secretary of State shall call the violation to the attention of the district 

attorney of the county or to the Attorney General. In these instances, the Secretary of 

State may assist the county elections officer in discharging his or her duties. 

In order to determine whether an elections law violation has occurred the Secretary of 

State may examine voted, unvoted, spoiled and canceled ballots, vote-counting 

computer programs, absent voter envelopes and applications, and supplies referred to in 

Section 14432 of the Elections Code. The Secretary of State may also examine any 

other records of elections officials as he or she finds necessary in making his or her 

determination, subject to the restrictions set forth in Section 6253.5. 

The Secretary of State may adopt regulations to assure the uniform application and 

administration of state election laws. 

CA Elections Code Ä15500 provides that òthe Secretary of State, commencing with the first 

results from the semifinal official canvass received from the elections officials, shall compile the 

results for the offices and measures listed in Section 15151, which compilation shall be 

continued without adjournment until completed.  The Secretary of State shall immediately make 
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public the results of the compilation as to those offices and measures.  The Secretary of State 

also shall compile and make those results reported pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 15375 

available to any person or organization upon request.ó 

CA Elections Code Ä15502 provides that òwithin 120 days of the filing of the statement of the 

vote, the Secretary of State, upon the basis of the information provided, shall compile a 

supplement to the statement of the vote, showing the number of votes cast in each county, city, 

Assembly district, senatorial district, congressional district and supervisorial district for each 

candidate for the offices of presidential elector, Governor, and United States Senator, depending 

on the offices to be filled, and on each statewide ballot proposition.  A copy of this supplement 

shall be made available, upon request, to any elector of this state. 

 

COUNTY ELECTION OFFICIALS  

òElection officialó Defined 

CA Elections Code § 320 defines òelection officialsó as beingó: 

 (a) A clerk or any person who is charged with the duty of conducting an election. 

 (b) A county clerk, city clerk, registrar of voters, or elections supervisor having jurisdiction over 

elections within any county, city, or district within the state. 

How to Contact County Election Officials  

Although the Secretary of Stateõs website maintains contact information for election officials in each of 

Californiaõs 58 counties (http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_d.htm), readers are advised that this 

website is not  updated frequently.   

Based on inquiries to each of the 58 counties, the following list of election officials is accurate as of June 

30, 2008: 

Alameda (01)   

Dave Macdonald, Registrar of Voters  

1225 Fallon Street, Room G-1  

Oakland, CA 94612  

(510) 272-6933 

(510) 272-6982 Fax  

Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Website: www.acgov.org/rov/index.htm 

 

Alpine (02)   

Barbara Howard, County Clerk  

99 Water (Federal Express Only)  

Markleeville, CA 96120  

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 158  

Markleeville, CA 96120  

(530) 694-2281  

(530) 694-2491 Fax  

Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. / 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: coclerk@alpinecountyca.gov 

Website: www.alpinecountyca.gov/departments/county_clerk  

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/320.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_d.htm
http://www.acgov.org/rov/index.htm
mailto:coclerk@alpinecountyca.com
http://www.alpinecountyca.gov/departments/county_clerk
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Amador (03)   

Sheldon D. Johnson, Registrar of Voters  

810 Court Street 

Jackson, CA 95642-2132  

(209) 223-6465 

(209) 223-6467 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: Elections@co.amador.ca.us 

Website: www.co.amador.ca.us/depts/elections/index.htm 

 

Butte (04)   

Candace Grubbs, County Clerk-Recorder-Registrar 

25 County Center Drive  

Oroville, CA 95965-3375  

(530) 538-7761 

(800) 894-7761 (Butte County Only) 

(530) 538-6853 Fax 

Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

E-Mail: elections@buttecounty.net 

Website: http://clerk-recorder.buttecounty.net  

 

Calaveras (05)   

Karen Varni, County Clerk 

Elections Department 

891 Mountain Ranch Road  

San Andreas, CA 95249  

(209) 754-6376  

(209) 754-6733 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Website: http://www.co.calaveras.ca.us/departments/recorder.asp  

 

Colusa (06)   

Kathleen Moran, County Clerk-Recorder  

546 Jay Street, Suite 200  

Colusa, CA 95932  

(530) 458-0500  

(530) 458-0512 Fax  

Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: info@colusacountyclerks.com 

Website: www.colusacountyclerk.com 

 

Contra Costa (07)   

Stephen L. Weir, County Clerk 

555 Escobar Street 

 

Mailing Address:  

P.O. Box 271  

Martinez, CA 94553  

(925) 335-7800 

(877) 335-7802 (Domestic)  

(925) 335-7842 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Website: www.cocovote.us  

mailto:Elections@co.amador.ca.us
http://www.co.amador.ca.us/depts/elections/index.htm
mailto:elections@buttecounty.net
http://clerk-recorder.buttecounty.net/
http://www.co.calaveras.ca.us/departments/recorder.asp
mailto:info@colusacountyclerks.com
http://www.colusacountyclerk.com/
http://www.cocovote.us/
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Del Norte (08)   

Vicki Frazier, County Clerk-Recorder 

981 H Street, Room 160 

Crescent City, CA 95531 

(707) 464-7216  

(707) 465-0383  

(707) 465-0321 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: vfrazier@co.del-norte.ca.us 

 

El Dorado (09)   

William E. Schultz, Recorder-Clerk/Registrar of Voters  

2850 Fairlane Court  

Placerville, CA 95667 

 

Mailing Address:  

P.O. Box 678001  

Placerville, CA 95667 

(530) 621-7480 

(530) 626-5514 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: recorderclerk@co.el-dorado.ca.us 

Website: www.co.el-dorado.ca.us/elections 

 

Fresno (10)   

Victor E. Salazar, County Clerk/Registrar of Voters 

2221 Kern Street  

Fresno, CA 93721  

(559) 488-3246  

(559) 488-3279 Fax  

Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: kmcclue@co.fresno.ca.us 

Website: http://www.co.fresno.ca.us/DepartmentPage.aspx?id=14199  

 

Glenn (11)   

Vince T. Minto, County Clerk-Recorder  

516 W. Sycamore Street 

Willows, CA 95988  

(530) 934-6414  

(530) 934-6485 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: elections@countyofglenn.net 

Website: www.countyofglenn.net/Elections/home_page.asp  

 

Humboldt (12)   

Carolyn Wilson Crnich, County Clerk, Recorder and Registrar of Voters 

3033 H Street, Room 20 

Eureka, CA 95501  

(707) 445-7481 

(707) 445-7204 Fax 

Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. / 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: humboldt_elections@co.humboldt.ca.us 

Website: www.co.humboldt.ca.us/election  

mailto:vfrazier@co.del-norte.ca.us
mailto:recorderclerk@co.el-dorado.ca.us
http://www.co.el-dorado.ca.us/elections/
mailto:kmcclue@co.fresno.ca.us
http://www.co.fresno.ca.us/DepartmentPage.aspx?id=14199
mailto:elections@countyofglenn.net
http://www.countyofglenn.net/Elections/home_page.asp
mailto:humboldt_elections@co.humboldt.ca.us
http://www.co.humboldt.ca.us/election/
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Imper ial (13)   

Dolores Provencio, County Clerk-Recorder  

940 West Main Street, Suite 202  

El Centro, CA 92243-2865  

(760) 482-4226  

(760) 337-4182 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: doloresprovencio@co.imperial.ca.us 

Website: www.imperialcounty.net/Election  

 

Inyo (14)   

Mary Roper, County Clerk/Registrar of Voters  

168 North Edwards  

P.O. Drawer F 

Independence, CA 93526  

(760) 878-0224  

(760) 878-1805 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. / 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: mroper@inyocounty.us 

Website: www.countyofinyo.org/Recorder/RecorderElectionsWebsite.htm  

 

Kern (15)   

Ann Barnett, Auditor-Controller/County Clerk/Registrar of Voters 

Elections Office  

1115 Truxtun Avenue  

Bakersfield, CA 93301  

(661) 868-3590  

(800) 452-8683 

(661) 868-3768 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: barnetta@co.kern.ca.us 

E-Mail: brockmans@co.kern.ca.us 

Website: http://elections.co.kern.ca.us/elections/  

 

Kings (16)   

Ken Baird, County Clerk-Recorder  

Government Center  

1400 West Lacey Boulevard 

Hanford, CA 93230  

(559) 582-3211 Ext. 4401  

(559) 585-8453 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: erose@co.kings.ca.us 

Website: www.countyofkings.com/acr/elections/index.htm  

 

Lake (17)   

Diane C. Fridley, Registrar of Voters 

255 North Forbes Street 

Lakeport, CA 95453 

(707) 263-2372  

(707) 263-2742 Fax 

Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: dianef@co.lake.ca.us 

Website: www.co.lake.ca.us/Government/DepartmentDirectory/Registrar_of_Voters.htm  

mailto:doloresprovencio@co.imperial.ca.us
http://www.imperialcounty.net/Election
mailto:mroper@inyocounty.us
http://www.countyofinyo.org/Recorder/RecorderElectionsWebsite.htm
mailto:barnetta@co.kern.ca.us
mailto:brockmans@co.kern.ca.us
http://elections.co.kern.ca.us/elections/
mailto:erose@co.kings.ca.us
http://www.countyofkings.com/acr/elections/index.htm
mailto:dianef@co.lake.ca.us
http://www.co.lake.ca.us/Government/DepartmentDirectory/Registrar_of_Voters.htm
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Lassen (18)  

Julie Bustamante, County Clerk-Recorder 

220 South Lassen Street, Suite 5  

Susanville, CA 96130  

(530) 251-8217  

(530) 257-3480 Fax  

Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. / 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

E-Mail: lcclerk@co.lassen.ca.us 

Website: http://clerk.lassencounty.org/registrar.htm 

 

Los Angeles (19)   

Dean Logan, Registrar - Recorder/County Clerk 

12400 Imperial Hwy.  

Norwalk, CA 90650 

 

Mailing Address:  

P.O. Box 1024 

Norwalk, CA 90651-1024  

(562) 466-1310 Phone  

(800) 815-2666 (LA County Only) 

(562) 929-4790 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

E-Mail: voterinfo@rrcc.co.la.ca.us 

Website: www.lavote.net  

 

Madera (20)   

Rebecca Martinez, County Clerk-Recorder  

200 W. 4th Street 

Madera, CA 93637  

(559) 675-7720  

(559) 675-7870 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

E-Mail: elections@madera-county.com 

Website: www.madera-county.com/countyclerk/index.html  

 

Marin (21)   

Elaine Ginnold, County Clerk/Registrar of Voters 

3501 Civic Center, Room 121  

San Rafael, CA 94903  

 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box E  

San Rafael, CA 94913-3904  

(415) 499-6456 

(415) 499-6447 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Website: http://co.marin.ca.us/depts/RV/main/index.cfm  

 

Mariposa (22)   

Keith Williams, County Clerk  

Hall of Records  

4982 10th Street  

P.O. Box 247  

Mariposa, CA 95338  

mailto:lcclerk@co.lassen.ca.us
http://clerk.lassencounty.org/registrar.htm
mailto:voterinfo@rrcc.co.la.ca.us
http://www.lavote.net/
mailto:elections@madera-county.com
http://www.madera-county.com/countyclerk/index.html
http://co.marin.ca.us/depts/RV/main/index.cfm
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(209) 966-2007  

(209) 966-6496 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: cprogner@mariposacounty.org 

Website: www.mariposacounty.org  

 

Mendocino (23)   

Susan M. Ranochak, Assessor-County Clerk-Recorder  

Elections Department 

501 Low Gap Rd., Room 1020  

Ukiah, CA 95482  

(707) 463-4371  

(707) 463-4257 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: acr@co.mendocino.ca.us 

Website: www.co.mendocino.ca.us/acr/elections.htm  

 

Merced (24)   

M. Stephen Jones, County Clerk/Registrar  

2222 "M" Street, Room 14  

Merced, CA 95340  

(209) 385-7541  

(209) 385-7387 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

E-Mail: webmaster@data.co.merced.ca.us 

Website: www.co.merced.ca.us/elections/index.html  

 

Modoc (25)   

Judith Stevens, County Auditor/Clerk/Recorder 

204 S. Court Street  

Alturas, CA 96101  

(530) 233-6200 

(530) 233-6666 Fax  

Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. / 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: judi_stevens@modoccounty.us  

 

Mono (26)   

Renn Nolan, County Clerk-Recorder  

Christy Robles, Acting Clerk-Recorder-Registrar 

Annex I, School Street. (Library Building)  

Bryant Street  

 

Mailing Address:  

P.O. Box 237  

Bridgeport, CA 93517  

(760) 932-5537  

(760) 932-5531 Fax  

Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: rnolan@mono.ca.gov 

E-Mail: crobles@mono.ca.gov 

Website: www.monocounty.ca.gov/departments/elections/elections.html Monterey (27)   

Linda Tulett, Registrar of Voters  

1370 S. Main St # B 

mailto:cprogner@mariposacounty.org
http://www.mariposacounty.org/
mailto:acr@co.mendocino.ca.us
http://www.co.mendocino.ca.us/acr/elections.htm
mailto:webmaster@data.co.merced.ca.us
http://www.co.merced.ca.us/elections/index.html
mailto:judi_stevens@modoccounty.us
mailto:rnolan@mono.ca.gov
mailto:crobles@mono.ca.gov
http://www.monocounty.ca.gov/departments/elections/elections.html
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Salinas, CA 93901 

 

Mailing Address:  

P.O. Box 4400  

Salinas, CA 93912  

(831) 796-1499  

(831) 755-5485 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: electionmail@montereycountyelections.us 

Website: http://MontereyCountyElections.us  

 

Napa (28)   

John Tuteur, Assessor-Recorder-County Clerk 

Napa County Registrar of Voters 

900 Coombs Street, Room 256  

Napa, CA 94559-2946  

(707) 253-4321  

(707) 253-4390 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

E-Mail: elections@co.napa.ca.us 

Website: www.co.napa.ca.us/Gov/Departments/DeptDefault.asp?DID=13600 

 

Nevada (29)   

Gregory J. Diaz, Clerk-Recorder, Registrar of Voters  

950 Maidu Avenue 

Nevada City, CA 95959 

(530) 265-1298  

(530) 265-9829 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

E-Mail: gregory.diaz@co.nevada.ca.us 

Website: http://new.mynevadacounty.com/elections/  

 

Orange (30)   

Neal Kelley, Registrar of Voters  

1300 South Grand Ave., Bldg. C  

Santa Ana, CA 92705  

 

Mailing Address:  

P.O. Box 11298  

Santa Ana, CA 92711  

(714) 567-7600  

(714) 567-7556 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

E-Mail: ocvoter@ocgov.com  

Website: www.ocvote.com  

 

Placer (31)   

Jim McCauley, County Clerk-Recorder-Registrar  

2956 Richardson Drive 

Auburn, CA 95603 

 

Mailing Address:  

P.O. Box 5278  

Auburn, CA 95604 

mailto:electionmail@montereycountyelections.us
http://montereycountyelections.us/
mailto:elections@co.napa.ca.us
http://www.co.napa.ca.us/Gov/Departments/DeptDefault.asp?DID=13600
mailto:gregory.diaz@co.nevada.ca.us
http://new.mynevadacounty.com/elections/
mailto:ocvoter@ocgov.com
http://www.ocvote.com/
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(530) 886-5650  

(530) 886-5688 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

E-Mail: election@placer.ca.gov 

Website: www.placer.ca.gov/elections 

 

Plumas (32)   

Kathleen Williams, County Clerk-Recorder-Registrar of Voters 

520 Main Street, Room 102  

Quincy, CA 95971  

(530) 283-6256  

(530) 283-6155 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: elections@countyofplumas.com 

Website: www.countyofplumas.com/clerkrecorder/elections/index.htm  

 

Riverside (33)   

Barbara Dunmore, Registrar of Voters  

2724 Gateway Drive  

Riverside, CA 92507-0918  

(951) 486-7200  

(951) 486-7335 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

E-Mail: rovweb@co.riverside.ca.us 

Website: www.voteinfo.net  

 

Sacramento (34)   

Jill LaVine, Registrar of Voters  

7000 65th Street  

Sacramento, CA 95823-2315  

(916) 875-6451  

(916) 875-6228 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

E-Mail: voterinfo@saccounty.net 

Website: www.saccounty.net/elections  

 

San Benito (35)   

Joe Paul Gonzalez, County Clerk-Auditor-Recorder 

Courthouse, Room 206  

440 Fifth Street  

Hollister, CA 95023-3843  

Bi-Lingual Contact Guadalupe Maldonado 

(831) 636-4029 

(831) 636-2939 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Website: http://www.sbcvote.us/ 

 

San Bernardino (36)   

Kari Verjil, Registrar of Voters  

777 East Rialto Avenue  

San Bernardino, CA 92415-0770  

(909) 387-8300  

(909) 387-2022 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

mailto:election@placer.ca.gov
http://www.placer.ca.gov/elections
mailto:elections@countyofplumas.com
http://www.countyofplumas.com/clerkrecorder/elections/index.htm
mailto:rovweb@co.riverside.ca.us
http://www.voteinfo.net/
mailto:voterinfo@saccounty.net
http://www.saccounty.net/elections
http://www.sbcvote.us/
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E-Mail: rovwebmail@rov.sbcounty.gov 

Website: http://www.sbcounty.gov/rov/general_info/default.asp  

 

San Diego (37)   

Deborah Seiler, Registrar of Voters  

5201 Ruffin Road, Suite I  

San Diego, CA 92123  

 

Mailing Address:  

P.O. Box 85656 

San Diego, CA 92186-5656  

(858) 565-5800  

(800) 696-0136  

(858) 694-2955 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

E-Mail: rovmail@sdcounty.ca.gov 

Website: www.sdcounty.ca.gov/voters/Eng/Eindex.html  

 

San Francisco (38)   

John Arntz, Director of Elections  

City Hall - 1 Dr. Carlton B Goodlett Place, Room 48 

San Francisco, CA 94102-4635  

(415) 554-4375  

(415) 554-7344 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

E-Mail: sfvote@sfgov.org 

Website: www.sfgov.org/site/elections_index.asp  

 

San Joaquin (39)  

Austin Erdman, Interim Registrar of Voters  

212 North San Joaquin Street  

Stockton, CA 95202 

 

Mailing Address:  

P.O. Box 810  

Stockton, CA 95201-0810  

(209) 468-2885  

(209) 468-2889 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

E-Mail: www.sjcrov.org/contact.html 

Website: www.sjcrov.org  

 

San Luis Obispo (40)   

Julie Rodewald, County Clerk-Recorder 

1055 Monterey Street, Room D-120 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 

(805) 781-5228 

(805) 781-1111 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: tgong@co.slo.ca.us 

Website: www.slocounty.ca.gov/clerk.htm  

San Mateo (41)   

Warren Slocum, Assessor-County Clerk-Recorder 

40 Tower Road 

mailto:rovwebmail@rov.sbcounty.gov
http://www.sbcounty.gov/rov/general_info/default.asp
mailto:rovmail@sdcounty.ca.gov
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/voters/Eng/Eindex.html
mailto:sfvote@sfgov.org
http://www.sfgov.org/site/elections_index.asp
mailto:www.sjocrov.org/contact.html
http://www.sjcrov.org/
mailto:tgong@co.slo.ca.us
mailto:tgong@co.slo.ca.us
http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/clerk.htm
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San Mateo, CA 94402 

(650) 312-5222  

(650) 312-5348 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

E-Mail: registrar@smcare.org 

Website: www.shapethefuture.org  

 

Santa Barbara (42)   

Joseph E. Holland 

County Clerk, Recorder and Assessor 

130 E. Victoria St., Suite 200  

Santa Barbara, CA 93101 

 

Mailing Address: :  

P.O. Box 159  

Santa Barbara, CA 93102-0159  

(805) 568-2200  

(800) SBC-VOTE 

(805) 568-2209 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Website: www.sbcvote.com  

 

Santa Clara  (43)   

Jesse Durazo, Registrar of Voters  

1555 Berger Drive, Bldg. 2  

San Jose, CA 95112  

 

Mailing Address: :  

P.O. Box 1147  

San Jose, CA 95108-1147  

(408) 299-VOTE  

(866) 430-VOTE  

(408) 998-7314 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

E-Mail: registrar@rov.sccgov.org 

Website: www.sccvote.org  

 

Santa Cruz (44)   

Gail Pellerin, County Clerk 

701 Ocean Street, Room 210  

Santa Cruz, CA 95060-4076  

(831) 454-2060  

(831) 454-2445 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: gail.pellerin@co.santa-cruz.ca.us 

Website: www.votescount.com  

 

Shasta (45)  

Cathy Darling, County Clerk 

1643 Market Street  

Redding, CA 96001  

Mailing Address: :  

P.O. Box 990880  

Redding, CA 96099-0880  

mailto:registrar@smcare.org
http://www.shapethefuture.org/
http://www.sbcvote.com/
mailto:registrar@rov.sccgov.org
http://www.sccvote.org/
mailto:gail.pellerin@co.santa-cruz.ca.us
http://www.votescount.com/
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(530) 225-5730  

(530) 225-5454 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Website: www.co.shasta.ca.us/departments/CountyClerkRegistrarOfVoters/index.shtml  

 

Sierra (46)   

Heather Foster, County Clerk-Recorder  

100 Courthouse Square, Room 11  

P.O. Drawer D 

Downieville, CA 95936-0398  

(530) 289-3295  

(530) 289-2830 Fax  

Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. / 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: hfoster@sierracounty.ws 

Website: www.sierracounty.ws  

 

Siskiyou (47)   

Colleen Setzer, County Clerk  

510 North Main Street  

Yreka, CA 96097 - 9910 

(530) 842-8084 

(530) 842-8093 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: csetzer@co.siskiyou.ca.us 

Website: www.co.siskiyou.ca.us/clerk/index.htm  

 

Solano (48)   

Ira Rosenthal, Registrar of Voters  

675 Texas St, Ste 2600 

Fairfield, CA 94533 

(707) 784-6675 

(707) 784-6678 Fax 

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: elections@solanocounty.com 

Website: www.solanocounty.com  

 

Sonoma (49)   

Janice Atkinson, County Clerk, Recorder, Assessor, Registrar of Voters  

Gloria Colter, Assistant Registrar of Voters  

435 Fiscal Drive  

Santa Rosa, CA 95403 

 

Mailing Address: :  

P.O. Box 11485 

Santa Rosa, CA 95406-1485  

(707) 565-6800 

(707) 565-6843 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Website: www.sonoma-county.org/regvoter/index.htm  

Stanislaus (50)   

Lee Lundrigan, County Clerk-Recorder  

1021 I Street, Suite 101  

Modesto, CA 95354-2331  

(209) 525-5200  

http://www.co.shasta.ca.us/departments/CountyClerkRegistrarOfVoters/index.shtml
mailto:hfoster@sierracounty.ws
http://www.sierracounty.ws/index.php?module=pagemaster&PAGE_user_op=view_page&PAGE_id=75&MMN_position=90:90
mailto:csetzer@co.siskiyou.ca.us
http://www.co.siskiyou.ca.us/clerk/index.htm
mailto:elections@solanocounty.com
http://www.solanocounty.com/SubSection/SubSection.asp?NavID=1158
http://www.sonoma-county.org/regvoter


 

    

October 2, 2008 

72 

(209) 525-5210 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

E-Mail: stanvote@mail.co.stanislaus.ca.us 

Website: http://stanvote.com  

 

Sutter (51)   

Donna M. Johnston, County Clerk-Recorder 

1435 Veterans Memorial Circle  

Yuba City, CA 95993 

(530) 822-7122  

(530) 822-7587 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Website: www.co.sutter.ca.us  

 

Tehama (52)   

Beverly Ross, County Clerk-Recorder 

444 Oak St, Room C 

Red Bluff, CA 96080  

 

Mailing Address: :  

P.O. Box 250  

Red Bluff, CA 96080-0250  

(530) 527-8190 

(530) 527-1140 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

E-Mail: bross@co.tehama.ca.us 

Website: www.co.tehama.ca.us  

 

Trinity (53)   

Deanna L. Bradford, County Clerk-Recorder-Assessor 

11 Court Street 

Weaverville, CA 96093 

 

Mailing Address: :  

P.O. Box 1215 

Weaverville, CA 96093-1258 

(530) 623-1220 

(530) 623-8398 Fax 

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: elections@trinitycounty.org 

Website: http://www.trinitycounty.org/Departments/assessor-clerk-elect/elections.htm 

 

Tulare (54)   

Rita A. Woodard, Registrar of Voters 

5951 South Mooney Blvd 

Visalia, CA 93277 

(559) 733-6275 

(559) 737-4498 Fax 

Hours: M-Th 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., F 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

E-Mail: kashanno@co.tulare.ca.us 

Website: www.tularecoelections.org  

 

Tuolumne (55)   

mailto:stanvote@mail.co.stanislaus.ca.us
http://stanvote.com/
http://www.co.sutter.ca.us/doc/government/depts/cr/elections/cr_elections_home
mailto:bross@co.tehama.ca.us
http://www.co.tehama.ca.us/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=21&Itemid=26
mailto:elections@trinitycounty.org
http://www.trinitycounty.org/Departments/assessor-clerk-elect/elections.htm
mailto:kashanno@co.tulare.ca.us
http://www.tularecoelections.org/
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Deborah Russell, County Clerk-Auditor-Controller  

Elections Department 

39 N. Washington St., Suite A 

Sonora, CA 95370 

 

Mailing Address:  

Administration Center  

2 South Green Street  

Sonora, CA 95370-4696  

(209) 533-5570  

(209) 694-8931 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

E-Mail: clerk@tuolumnecounty.ca.gov 

Website: http://portal.co.tuolumne.ca.us/  

 

Ventura (56)   

Phil Schmit, County Clerk-Recorder-Registrar of Voters 

800 South Victoria Avenue, L-1200  

Ventura, CA 93009-1200  

(805) 654-2781 

(805) 648-9200 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

E-Mail: http://recorder.countyofventura.org/elections.htm 

Website: http://recorder.countyofventura.org/elections.htm  

Yolo (57)   

Freddie Oakley, County Clerk-Recorder  

625 Court Street, Room B05 

Woodland, CA 95695  

 

Mailing Address:  

P.O. Box 1820  

Woodland, CA 95776-1820  

(530) 666-8133  

(530) 666-8123 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

E-Mail: cntyclrk@yoloelections.org 

Website: www.yoloelections.org  

Yuba (58)   

Terry A. Hansen, County Clerk-Recorder  

915 8th Street, Suite 107  

Marysville, CA 95901-5273  

(530) 749-7855  

(530) 749-7854 Fax  

Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

E-Mail: elections@co.yuba.ca.us 

Website: http://elections.co.yuba.ca.us/  

 

Election Officials Duties  

CA Elections Code § 12220 provides that òthe elections official shall divide the jurisdiction into 

precincts and prepare detail maps or exterior descriptions thereof, or both, and as many copies as the 

mailto:clerk@tuolumnecounty.ca.gov
http://portal.co.tuolumne.ca.us/psp/ps/TUP_ELECTIONS/ENTP/c/TU_DEPT_MENU.TUOCM_HTML_COMP.GBL?action=U&CONTENT_PNM=EMPLOYEE&CATGID=2312
http://recorder.countyofventura.org/faq.htm
http://recorder.countyofventura.org/elections.htm
mailto:cntyclrk@yoloelections.org
http://www.yoloelections.org/
mailto:elections@co.yuba.ca.us
http://elections.co.yuba.ca.us/
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12220.html
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elections official may determine. The county surveyor, if requested by an elections official, shall provide 

assistance to the elections official in the preparation of these maps or exterior descriptions.ó 

CA Elections Code §  12286 states that (a) At least 29 days prior to the election, the elections official 

shall do all of the following:  

   (1) Establish a convenient number of election precincts within the affected jurisdiction. 

   (2) Define the precinct boundaries. 

   (3) Designate a polling place for each precinct. 

   (4) Appoint for each precinct a precinct board pursuant to Sections 12302 to 12304, 

inclusive. 

   (5) Notify the members of each precinct board of their appointment and the location of 

the precinct and polling place where they will serve. 

(b) The elections official, in establishing precincts and defining their boundaries, shall, to the 

extent practicable, provide for a single polling place where a voter entitled to vote in more 

than one district may cast all of his or her ballots. 

(c) In a landowner voting district, the county elections official shall designate the polling 

place at which a nonresident landowner shall vote. 

CA Elections Code § 12316  states that: 

In constituting precinct boards, the elections official may excuse persons appointed whom the 

elections official is satisfied ought to be excused.   Substitutions may be made when any person 

appointed is excused or found disqualified or incompetent, until a final or amended list of 

election officers is sent to the inspector for that precinct. 

CA Elections Code §§ 2103(b)  states in relevant part as follows: 

òcounty elections officials ... shall enlist the support and cooperation of interested citizens and 

organizations, and shall deputize as registrars qualified citizens in such a way as to reach most 

effectively every resident of the county.  The persons so deputized shall be permitted to register 

voters anywhere within the county, including at the places of residence of the persons to be 

registered, and the county elections official shall not deny deputy registrars the right to register 

voters anywhere in the county.ó  
(emphasis added:   The Secretary of State has made it clear that registrars do not need to be 

formally òdeputized.ó See: http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_faq.htm)  

CA Elections C ode §§ 2180-2185 states as follows: 

 § 2180 states: (a) At least once ... within each two-year period commencing on the first 

day of January in each odd-numbered year, the county elections official shall have printed a 

complete index, by precinct, to the affidavits of registration current at the date of printing. 

(b) (1) The index shall contain the name, address, residence telephone number if furnished, 

and political affiliation of each voter, and also a ruled space to the left of each name, within 

which to write, in figures, the line number designating the position of the name of the voter 

on the roster of voters. 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12316.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2103.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_faq.htm
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=elec&group=02001-03000&file=2180-2194
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(2) The name shall include the given name and the middle name or initials, if any.  At the 

affiant's option, the given name may be preceded by the designation "Miss," "Ms.," "Mrs.," or 

"Mr." 

(c) The index shall be printed in a size no smaller than eight-point roman type on eight-point 

body and shall be arranged in alphabetical order in accordance with the surnames of the 

voters. 

(d) A space of not less than one-quarter inch or one line of printing shall be left between the 

names of voters beginning with one letter of the alphabet and those starting with the next 

letter of the alphabet.  

(e) Supplements of the same content and style may be printed as need for them appears. 

 § 2181 states: In addition to printing a complete index within and for each two-year 

period, as provided in Section 2180, the county elections official may print and maintain one 

complete and continuing index, by precinct, to the affidavits of registration and keep the 

index current by supplements and deletions as provided in Sections 2180 and 2183, and by 

reprinting portions of the index by precinct, as the need appears, the reprinted portions to 

contain the same information concerning each voter and to be in the same style, spacing, 

and type of print as provided in Section 2180. 

 § 2182 states: The number of copies of the precinct index printed shall be as many as in 

the judgment of the county elections official may be necessary for the business of the office.  

In counties where the precinct index is printed by means of a punched card or other high-

speed data processing equipment, the number of copies of precinct indexes so prepared 

shall be the number required to be furnished by law and as many more as in the judgment of 

the county elections official may be necessary for the business of the office. 

 § 2183 states: The elections official shall supply copies of the index and of supplements to 

the index, necessary to bring it up to date, for all elections to be held within the county.   

The county elections official shall also supply as many copies of the index and supplements, 

not to exceed four in number, as may be requested by the elections official of a city, school 

district or other body.  The name of each voter whose affidavit of registration has been 

canceled shall be lined out of the index and supplement.  The county elections official may 

charge an amount as will reimburse the county for the expense incurred in preparing and 

furnishing lined out indexes of registrations and supplements other than for those provided 

for by Sections 2180 and 2182. 

In the case of a municipal election, an index provided pursuant to this section shall be 

supplied to the city elections official not less than 25 days prior to the day of the election 

for which it is provided.  If the index does not contain the names of all people eligible to 

vote in the election, the county elections official shall supply a supplement to the index, 

including all voters who registered after the 54th day before the election, not less than 

seven days prior to the election for which it is provided. 

 § 2184 provides in relevant part: the county elections official shall furnish to [any] 

Member of the Legislature, of Congress, or to [any] the candidate or his or her campaign 

committee or to [any] ballot measure committee no more than two copies of the printed 

indexes of the registration for the primary and general elections in which the Member of the 

Legislature or Congress may participate as a candidate, or for the election in which the 

candidate will participate, or the ballot measure will be voted upon, at a charge of fifty cents 
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($0.50) per thousand names.  All moneys collected shall be deposited in the county treasury 

to the credit of the general fund. 

 § 2185 states: Upon written demand of the chair or vice chair of a party state central 

committee or of the chair of a party county central committee, the county elections official 

shall furnish to each committee, without charge therefore, the index of registration for the 

primary and general elections, for any special election at which a partisan office is to be 

filled, or for any statewide special election. The index of registration shall be furnished to 

the committee demanding the index not less than 25 days prior to the day of the primary, 

general, or special election for which they are provided. Upon written demand, the county 

elections official shall also furnish to the committee the index of registration of voters who 

registered after the 54th day before the election, which shall be compiled and prepared by 

Assembly districts. The county elections official shall furnish either two printed copies or, if 

available, one copy in an electronic form of the indexes specified in this section. 

CA Elections Code § 2187 states : 

(a) Each county elections official shall send to the Secretary of State, in a format described by 

the Secretary of State, a summary statement of the number of voters in the county.  The 

statement shall show the total number of voters in the county, the number registered as 

affiliated with each qualified political party, the number registered in nonqualified parties, and the 

number who declined to state any party affiliation.  The statement shall also show the number of 

voters, by political affiliations, in each city, supervisorial district, Assembly district, Senate 

district, and congressional district located in whole or in part within the county. 

(b) The Secretary of State, on the basis of the statements sent by the county elections officials 

and within 30 days after receiving those statements, shall compile a statewide list showing the 

number of voters, by party affiliations, in the state and in each county, city, supervisorial district, 

Assembly district, Senate district, and congressional district in the state.  A copy of this list shall 

be made available, upon request, to any elector in this state. 

(c) Each county that uses data processing equipment to store the information set forth in the 

affidavit of registration shall send to the Secretary of State one copy of the magnetic tape file 

with the information requested by the Secretary of State.  Each county that does not use data 

processing storage shall send to the Secretary of State one copy of the index setting forth that 

information. 

(d) The summary statements and the magnetic tape file copy or the index shall be sent at the 

following times:  

   (1) On the 135th day before each presidential primary and before each direct primary, with 

respect to voters registered on the 154th day before the primary election. 

   (2) Not less than 50 days prior to the primary election, with respect to voters registered on 

the 60th day before the primary election. 

   (3) Not less than 7 days prior to the primary election, with respect to voters registered 

before the 14th day prior to the primary election. 

   (4) Not less than 50 days prior to the general election, with respect to voters registered on 

the 60th day before the general election. 

   (5) Not less than 7 days prior to the general election, with respect to voters registered before 

the 14th day prior to the general election. 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2187.html
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   (6) On or before March 1 of each odd-numbered year, with respect to voters registered as of 

February 10. 

(e) The Secretary of State may adopt regulations prescribing the content and format of the 

magnetic tape file or index referred to in subdivision (c) and containing the registered voter 

information from the affidavits of registration. 

(f) The Secretary of State may adopt regulations prescribing additional regular reporting times, 

except that the total number of reporting times in any one calendar year shall not exceed 12. 

(g) The Secretary of State shall make the information from the magnetic tape files or the printed 

indexes available, under conditions prescribed by the Secretary of State, to any candidate for 

federal, state, or local office, to any committee for or against any proposed ballot measure, to 

any committee for or against any initiative or referendum measure for which legal publication is 

made, and to any person for election, scholarly or political research, or governmental purposes 

as determined by the Secretary of State. 

CA Elections Code  §§ 2200 -2202state as follows: 

 § 2200:  The registration of a voter is permanent for all purposes during his or her life, 

unless and until the affidavit of registration is canceled by the county elections official for any 

of the causes specified in this article. 

 § 2201: The county elections official shall cancel the registration in the following cases: 

   (a) At the signed, written request of the person registered. 

   (b) When the mental incompetency of the person registered is legally established as 

provided in Sections 2208, 2209, 2210, and 2211. 

   (c) Upon proof that the person is presently imprisoned or on parole for conviction of 

a felony. 

   (d) Upon the production of a certified copy of a judgment directing the cancellation to 

be made. 

   (e) Upon the death of the person registered. 

   (f) Pursuant to Article 2 (commencing with Section 2220). 

   (g) Upon official notification that the voter is registered to vote in another county or 

state. 

   (h) Upon proof that the person is otherwise ineligible to vote. 

 § 2202: (a) The county elections official shall preserve all uncanceled affidavits of 

registration in a secure manner that will protect the confidentiality of the voter information 

consistent with Section 2194. The affidavits of registration shall constitute the register 

required to be kept by Article 5 (commencing with Section 2180) of Chapter 2. 

   (b) In lieu of maintaining uncanceled affidavits of registration, the county elections official 

may, following the first general election after the date of registration, microfilm, record on 

optical disc, or record on any other electronic medium that does not permit additions, 

deletions, or changes to the original document, the uncanceled affidavits of registration. Any 

such use of an electronic medium to record uncanceled affidavits shall protect the security 

and confidentiality of the voter information. The county elections official may dispose of any 

uncanceled affidavits of registration transferred pursuant to this section. The disposal of any 
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uncanceled affidavits shall be performed in a manner that does not compromise the security 

or confidentiality of the voter information contained therein. Any medium utilized by the 

county elections official shall meet the minimum standards, guidelines, or both, as 

recommended by the American National Standards Institute or the Association of 

Information and Image Management. For purposes of this section, a duplicate copy of an 

affidavit of registration shall be deemed an original. 

CA Elections Code §2189  provides that òbefore the day of any election held throughout the county, 

the county elections official shall deliver to the precinct board in each precinct three copies of the index 

to the affidavits of registration for that precinct, with canceled names lined out and with necessary 

supplements to bring the index up to date.  The index and supplements shall constitute the register to 

be used as the election. 

 

 CA Elections Code §§ 13000 , 14102, 14105, 14112 and  14113provide as follows: 

 § 13000: The person in charge of elections for any county, city and county, city, or district 

shall provide ballots for any elections within his or her jurisdiction, and shall cause to be 

printed on them the name of every candidate whose name has been certified to or filed 

with the proper officer pursuant to law and who, therefore, is entitled to a place on the 

appropriate ballot. 

 § 14102: (a) (1) For each statewide election, the elections official shall provide a sufficient 

number of official ballots in each precinct to reasonably meet the needs of the voters in 

that precinct on election day using the precinct's voter turnout history as the criterion, but 

in no case shall this number be less than 75 percent of registered voters in the precinct, 

and for vote by mail and emergency purposes shall provide the additional number of ballots 

that may be necessary. 

   (2) The number of party ballots to be furnished to any precinct for a primary election shall 

be computed from the number of voters registered in that precinct as intending to affiliate 

with a party, and the number of nonpartisan ballots to be furnished to any precinct shall be 

computed from the number of voters registered in that precinct without statement of 

intention to affiliate with any of the parties participating in the primary election. 

(b) For all other elections, the elections official shall provide a sufficient number of official 

ballots in each precinct to reasonably meet the needs of the voters in that precinct on 

election day, using the precinct's voter turnout history as the criterion, but in no case shall 

this number be less than 75 percent of the number of registered voters in the precinct, and 

for vote by mail and emergency purposes shall provide the additional number of ballots that 

may be necessary. 

 § 14105: The elections official shall furnish to the precinct officers all of the following: 

   (a) Printed copies of the indexes. 

   (b) Necessary printed blanks for the roster, tally sheets, lists of voters, declarations, and 

returns. 

   (c) Envelopes in which to enclose returns. 

   (d) Not less than six nor more than 12 instruction cards to each precinct for the guidance 

of voters in obtaining and marking their ballots. On each card shall be printed necessary 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/13000.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14102.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14105.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14113.html
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instructions and the provisions of Sections 14225, 14279, 14280, 14287, 14291, 14295, 

15271, 15272, 15273, 15276, 15277, 15278, 18370, 18380, 18403, 18563, and 18569. 

   (e) A digest of the election laws with any further instructions the county elections official 

may desire to make. 

   (f) An American flag of sufficient size to adequately assist the voter in identifying the 

polling place. The flag is to be erected at or near the polling place on election day. 

   (g) A ballot container, properly marked on the outside indicating its contents. 

   (h) When it is necessary to supply additional ballot containers, these additional containers 

shall also be marked on the outside, indicating their contents. 

   (i) Sufficient ink pads and stamps for each booth.  The stamps shall be one solid piece and 

shall be made so that a cross (+) may be made with either end.  If ballots are to be counted 

by vote tabulating equipment, an adequate supply of other approved voting devices shall be 

furnished.  All voting stamps or voting devices shall be maintained in good usable condition.  

   (j) When a candidate or candidates have qualified to have his or her or their names 

counted pursuant to Article 3 (commencing with Section 15340) of Chapter 4 of Division 

15, a sufficient number of ink pens or pencils in the voting booths for the purpose of writing 

in on the ballot the name of the candidate or candidates. 

   (k) A sufficient number of cards to each polling place containing the telephone number of 

the office to which a voter may call to obtain information about his or her precinct location.  

The card shall state that the voter may call collect during polling hours. 

   (l) An identifying badge or insignia for each member of the precinct board.  The member 

shall print his or her name and the precinct number thereon and shall wear the badge or 

insignia at all times in the performance of duties, so as to be readily identified as a member 

of the precinct board by all persons entering the polling place.  

  (m) Facsimile copies of the ballot containing ballot measures and ballot instructions printed 

in Spanish or other languages as provided in Section 14201. 

   (n) Sufficient copies of the notices to be posted on the indexes used at the polls.  The 

notice shall read as follows:  "This index shall not be marked in any manner except by a 

member of the precinct board acting pursuant to Section 14297 of the Elections Code.  Any 

person who removes, tears, marks, or otherwise defaces this index with the intent to falsify 

or prevent others from readily ascertaining the name, address, or political affiliation of any 

voter, or the fact that a voter has or has not voted, is guilty of a misdemeanor." 

   (o) A roster of voters for each precinct in the form prescribed in Section 14107. 

   (p) In addition, the elections official may, with the approval of the board of supervisors, 

furnish the original books of affidavits of registration or other material necessary to verify 

signatures to the precinct officers. 

   (q) Printed copies of the Voter Bill of Rights, as supplied by the Secretary of State.  The 

Voter Bill of Rights shall be conspicuously posted both inside and outside every polling place. 

This section shall become operative on January 1, 1990. 

 § 14112: All voting equipment shall be transferred to the polling places in charge of an 

authorized official, who shall certify to their delivery in good order.  
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 § 14113:Ballots and other election supplies appropriate to the system shall be furnished as 

provided for other precincts except that: 

   (a) No rubber stamps or ink pads shall be supplied when only ballots to be punched 

are used. 

   (b) Ballots shall be suitable to be punched or slotted in the marking device and 

subsequently counted on an approved mechanical or electronic counting device. 

   (c) The containers of the ballots shall be of a type so that they will adequately protect 

the ballots and that they can be opened without mutilation. 

 

CA Elections Code §§ 15003 , 15151, and 15301provide in relevant part as follows: 

 § 15003: Elections officials shall adopt semifinal official and official canvass procedures to 

conform to the applicable voting system procedures that have been approved by the 

Secretary of State. These procedures shall be available for public inspection no later than 29 

days before each election. 

 § 15151: (a) The elections official shall transmit the semifinal official results to the 

Secretary of State in the manner and according to the schedule prescribed by the Secretary 

of State prior to each election, for the following: 

   (1) All candidates voted for statewide office. 

   (2) All candidates voted for the following offices: 

   (A) State Assembly. 

   (B) State Senate. 

   (C) Member of the United States House of Representatives. 

   (D) Member of the State Board of Equalization. 

   (E) Justice of the Court of Appeals. 

   (3) All persons voted for at the presidential primary or for electors of President and Vice 

President of the United States. 

   (4) Statewide ballot measures. 

(b) The elections official shall transmit the results to the Secretary of State at intervals no 

greater than two hours, following commencement of the semifinal official canvass. 

 § 15301: The canvass shall commence no later than the Thursday following the election, 

shall be open to the public, and, for state or statewide elections, shall result in a report of 

results to the Secretary of State.  The canvass shall be continued daily, Saturdays, Sundays, 

and holidays excepted, for not less than six hours each day until completed.  

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15003.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15151.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15301.html
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PRECINCT ELECTION OFFICIALS , A /K/A POLL W ORKERS 

CA Elections Code §§ 339(a)  defines a precinct board as òthe board appointed by the elections 

official to serve at a single precinct or a consolidated precinct.ó 

CA Elections Code §§ 12301  provides that òthe persons appointed to serve as election officers for 

each precinct at any election shall constitute the precinct board for that precinct.ó 

CA Elections Code §§ 12302  provides as follows: 

(a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), a member of a precinct board shall be a voter of the 

state. The member may serve only in the precinct for which his or her appointment is received.  

(b) In order to provide for a greater awareness of the elections process, the rights and 

responsibilities of voters, and the importance of participating in the electoral process, as well as 

to provide additional members of precinct boards, an elections official may appoint not more 

than five pupil per precinct to serve under the direct supervision of precinct board members 

designated by the elections official. A pupil may be appointed, notwithstanding his or her lack of 

eligibility to vote, subject to the approval of the governing board of the educational institution in 

which the pupil is enrolled, if the pupil possesses the following qualifications: 

   (1) Is at least 16 years of age at the time of the election to which he or she is serving as a 

member of a precinct board. 

   (2) Is a United States citizen or will be a citizen at the time of the election to which he or she 

is serving as a member of a precinct board. 

   (3) Is a pupil in good standing attending a public or private secondary educational institution. 

   (4) Is a pupil who has a grade point average of at least 2.5 on a 4.0 scale. 

 (c) A pupil appointed pursuant to subdivision (b) may not be used by a precinct board to tally 

votes. 

CA Elections Code §§ 12303  provides that: 

(a) No person who cannot read or write the English language is eligible to act as a member of 

any precinct board. 

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature that non-English-speaking citizens, like all other citizens, 

should be encouraged to vote. Therefore, appropriate efforts should be made to minimize 

obstacles to voting by citizens who lack sufficient skill in English to vote without assistance. 

(c) Where the elections official finds that citizens described in subdivision (b) approximate 3 

percent or more of the voting-age residents of a precinct, or in the event that interested 

citizens or organizations provided information which the elections official believes indicates a 

need for voting assistance for qualified citizens described in subdivision (b), the elections official 

shall make reasonable efforts to recruit election officials who are fluent in a language used by 

citizens described in subdivision (b) and in English.  This recruitment shall be conducted through 

the cooperation of interested citizens and organizations and through voluntarily donated public 

service notices in the media, including newspapers, radio, and television, particularly those media 

that serve the non-English-speaking citizens described in subdivision (b). 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12301.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12302.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12303.html
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(d) At least 14 days before an election, the elections official shall prepare and make available to 

the public a list of the precincts to which officials were appointed pursuant to this section, and 

the language or languages other than English in which they will provide assistance. 

CA Elections Code §§ 12304(a) states òthe composition of the precinct board shall be determined 

by the elections official based on election precinct size.  The precinct board shall consist of a minimum 

of one inspector and two clerks.  Additional clerk positions may be allocated in proportion to the 

number of registered voters within the precinct.ó 

CA Elections Code §§ 14202 , 14203, 14210, 14221 and 14400 provide as follows: 

 § 14202: (a) Before opening the polls, the precinct board shall post in separate, convenient 

places at or near the polling place, and of easy access to the voters, not less than two of the 

copies of the index to the affidavits of registration for that precinct.   (b) In any county in 

which tabulating equipment is used to produce the index of registration, the copies of the 

index posted pursuant to this section shall be by street addresses in numerical order, unless 

otherwise provided by Section 2192. 

 § 14203: The precinct officer shall post the signs required by Section 14106 in plain view 

within each voting booth or compartment whenever an election has been canceled pursuant 

to Section 8026. 

 § 14210: The members of each precinct board shall distribute the duties devolving upon 

the precinct board, which are in addition to their individual duties, in a manner they deem 

most advantageous. 

 § 14221:  Only voters engaged in receiving, preparing, or depositing their ballots and 

persons authorized by the precinct board to keep order and enforce the law may be 

permitted to be within the voting booth area before the closing of the polls. 

 § 14400: At any election, all members of the precinct board shall be present at the closing 

of the polls. 

 
CA Elections Code § 12313  provides that òif any member of a precinct board does not appear at the 

opening of the polls on the morning of an election, those voters present, including members of the 

board, shall appoint a voter to fill the vacancy.  If none of the members appointed appears at that time, 

the voters of the precinct present at that time may appoint a board.ó 

 

CA Elections Code § 12314  provides that òthe inspector may appoint a voter to replace any precinct 

board member who ceases to act or becomes incapacitated during the progress of an election.ó 

 

CA Elections Code § 12315  provides that òif the inspector ceases to act, a majority of the remaining 

members of the precinct board may appoint a substitute.ó  

 
TRAINING ELECTION OFFICIALS  

CA Elections Code §§ 12309  and 12309.5 provide, in relevant part, as follows: 

§ 12309.5 :  

 (a)  ... The uniform standards shall, at a minimum, address the following: 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14202.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12309.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12309.5.html
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   (1) The rights of voters, including, but not limited to, language access rights for linguistic 

minorities, the disabled, and protected classes as referenced and defined in the federal Voting 

Rights Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 1973 et seq.). 

   (2) Election challenge procedures such as challenging precinct administrator misconduct, fraud, 

bribery, or discriminatory voting procedures as referenced and defined in the federal Voting 

Rights Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 1973 et seq.). 

   (3) Operation of a jurisdiction's voting system, including, but not limited to, modernized voting 

systems, touch-screen voting, and proper tabulation procedures. 

   (4) Poll hours and procedures concerning the opening and closing of polling locations on 

election day. Procedures shall be developed that, notwithstanding long lines or delays at a polling 

location, ensure that all eligible voters who arrive at the polling location prior to closing time 

are allowed to cast a ballot. 

   (5) Relevant election laws and any other subjects that will assist an inspector in carrying out 

his or her duties. 

   (6) Cultural competency, including, but not limited to, having adequate knowledge of diverse 

cultures, including languages, that may be encountered by a poll worker during the course of an 

election, and the appropriate skills to work with the electorate.  

  (7) Knowledge regarding issues confronting voters who have disabilities, including, but not 

limited to, access barriers and the need for reasonable accommodations. 

   (8) Procedures involved with provisional, fail-safe provisional, vote by mail, and provisional 

vote by mail voting. 

 (b) The Secretary of State shall appoint a task force of at least 12 members who have 

experience in the administration of elections and other relevant backgrounds to study and 

recommend uniform guidelines for the training of precinct board members. The task force shall 

consist of the chief elections officer of the two largest counties, the two smallest counties, and 

two county elections officers selected by the Secretary of State, or their designees. The 

Secretary of State shall appoint at least six other members who have elections expertise, or 

their designees, including members of community-based organizations that may include citizens 

familiar with different ethnic, cultural, and disabled populations to ensure that the task force is 

representative of the state's diverse electorate. The task force shall make its recommendations 

available for public review and comment prior to the submission of the recommendations to the 

Secretary of State and the Legislature. 

§ 12309 provides, in relevant part, as follows:  

(a) ... the elections official shall instruct inspectors so appointed concerning their duties in 

connection with the conduct of the election, which instruction shall conform to the uniform 

standards adopted by the Secretary of State pursuant to Section 12309.5. 

(b) A person may not serve as an inspector of a precinct board at an election unless instruction 

has been received in accordance with this section except that, in the case of the emergency 

disability of a regular inspector, substitute inspectors shall be given any instruction found 

necessary by the elections official. 

(c) At the request of the elections official, the legislative body may contract with any qualified 

person or organization for purposes of instructing inspectors in accordance with this section. 
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The poll worker training guidelines available at 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/poll_worker_training_guidelines_final_draft1.pdf contains the following 

topics: 

Section 1 ð Ensuring the Rights of Those Seeking to Vote    

A. Poll Workers Must Know the Rights of Voters     

B. Poll Workers Must be Trained in Cultural Sensitivity .    

C. Poll Workers Must be Trained in How and When to Assist Voters  

with Disabilities or Any Specific Need     

D. Poll Workers Must Know Exactly What Their Responsibilities 

and Authority Are and the Limits Relating to Them     

Section 2 ð Election Challenge Procedures.      

Section 3 ð Operation of Voting Systems       

Section 4 ð Preventing, Detecting, and Addressing Problems  

with Voting Systems         

Section 5 ð Poll Hours        

Section 6 ð Relevant Election Laws and Procedures     

Section 7 ð Procedures for Certain First-Time Voters, Provisional  

Voting, Absentee Voting, and Other Miscellaneous Situations    

Section 8 ð Poll Worker Training Methods and Materials     

Although CA Elections Code § 12309(b) makes poll worker training mandatory and § 12309 sets forth 

what are to be the òuniform standardsó in all 58 California counties, the Election Administration 

Research Center at  the University of California, Berkeley found that poll worker training in connection 

with Californiaõs 2006 general election was sporadic and uneven.   

According to the survey, the largest gaps occurred in the areas of cultural sensitivity, knowledge of ID 

requirements and meeting the needs of those with disabilities and lack of English proficiency.  

The report is available  at http://earc.berkeley.edu/Nov2006.PWsurveyreport.11_27_07.pdf.  

SECTION II ð AUTHORITIES REGARDIN G VOTER REGISTRATION  

REGISTRATION ELIGIBILITY:  

 Generally :   

CA Constitution, Article II, Sec. 2   states ò A United States citizen 18 years of age and resident in 

this State may vote.ó However, Article II, Sec. 4  narrows that definition by stating, in relevant part 

that the òLegislature é shall provide for the disqualification of electors while mentally incompetent or 

imprisoned or on parole for the conviction of a felonyó 

CA Elections Code § 2000  clarifies that ò(a) Every person who qualifies under Section 2 of Article II 

of the California Constitution and who complies with this code governing the registration of electors 

may vote at any election held within the territory within which he or she resides and the election is 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/poll_worker_training_guidelines_final_draft1.pdf
http://earc.berkeley.edu/Nov2006.PWsurveyreport.11_27_07.pdf
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/.const/.article_2
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/.const/.article_2
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/cacodes/elec/2000.html
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held. (b) Any person who will be at least 18 years of age at the time of the next election is eligible to 

register and vote at that election.ó  

And CA Elections Code § 2101   further clarifies that òA person entitled to register to vote shall be a 

United States citizen, a resident of California, not in prison or on parole for the conviction of a felony, 

and at least 18 years of age at the time of the next election.ó 

The Secretary of Stateõs website uses plain English to clarify these requirements: 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_vr.htm.  

U.S. Citizenship  

The most basic requirement for registering to vote is United States citizenship. Citizenship is defined in 

both federal and state law. The 14th Amendment to the United States Constitution  states, òAll 

persons born or naturalized in the United States and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of 

the United States and of the state wherein they reside.ó  

Although federal law requires voters to check a box on the federal voter registration form to indicate 

that he or she is a U.S. citizen, CA Elections Code § 2111  states that òA person may prove he or she 

is a citizen by his or her certification under penalty of perjury on the affidavit of registration.ó 

CA Elections Code § 2112  additionally states in relevant part that òthe fact that a person certifies to 

his or her United States citizenship by signing his or her affidavit of registration shall be deemed 

evidence of citizenship for voting purposes only.ó 

Felony Conviction :  

CA Elections Code § 2212   states:  

The clerk of the superior court of each county, on the basis of the records of the court, shall 

furnish to the chief elections official of the county, not less frequently than the first day of April 

and the first day of September of each year, a statement showing the names, addresses, and 

dates of birth of all persons who have been convicted of felonies since the clerk's last report.  

The elections official shall, during the first week of April and the first week of September in each 

year, cancel the affidavits of registration of those persons who are currently imprisoned or on 

parole for the conviction of a felony.  The clerk shall certify the statement under the seal of the 

court. 

The Secretary of Stateõs website makes it clear that òAn ex-felon can register to vote and vote if he/she 

is not in prison or on parole for a felony conviction.ó See: 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_vr.htm.  

Incompetency:    

CA Elections Code § 2208  provides:  

(a) A person shall be deemed mentally incompetent, and therefore disqualified from voting, if, during the 

course of any of the proceedings set forth below, the court finds that the person is not capable of 

completing an affidavit of voter registration in accordance with Section 2150 and any of the following 

apply: 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2101.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_vr.htm
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2111.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2112.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2212.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_vr.htm
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2208.html
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   (1) A conservator for the person or the person and estate is appointed pursuant to Division 4 

(commencing with Section 1400) of the Probate Code.  

   (2) A conservator for the person or the person and estate is appointed pursuant to Chapter 3 

(commencing with Section 5350) of Part 1 of Division 5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

   (3) A conservator is appointed for the person pursuant to proceedings initiated under Section 5352.5 

of the Welfare and Institutions Code, the person has been found not competent to stand trial, and the 

person's trial or judgment has been suspended pursuant to Section 1370 of the Penal Code. 

   (4) A person has plead not guilty by reason of insanity, has been found to be not guilty pursuant to 

Section 1026 of the Penal Code, and is deemed to be gravely disabled at the time of judgment as defined 

in paragraph (2) of subdivision (h) of Section 5008 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. 

(b) If the proceeding under the Welfare and Institutions Code is heard by a jury, the jury shall 

unanimously find that the person is not capable of completing an affidavit of voter registration before the 

person shall be disqualified from voting. 

(c) Whenever an order establishing a conservatorship is made and in connection with the order it is 

found that the person is not capable of completing an affidavit of voter registration, the court shall 

forward the order and determination to the county elections official of the person's county of residence. 

RESIDENCY:  

Generally :  

CA Elections Code § 349  states: 

(a) "Residence" for voting purposes means a person's domicile. 

(b) The domicile of a person is that place in which his or her habitation is fixed, wherein the person has 

the intention of remaining, and to which, whenever he or she is absent, the person has the intention of 

returning.  At a given time, a person may have only one domicile. 

(c) The residence of a person is that place in which the person's habitation is fixed for some period of 

time, but wherein he or she does not have the intention of remaining.  At a given time, a person may 

have more than one residence. 

Intent :  CA Elections Code § 2021 states: 

(a) A person who leaves his or her home to go into another state or precinct in this state for temporary 

purposes merely, with the intention of returning, does not lose his or her domicile.  

(b) A person does not gain a domicile in any precinct into which he or she comes for temporary 

purposes merely, without the intention of making that precinct his or her home. 

CA Elections Code  2022 states: 

If a person moves to another state with the intention of making it his or her domicile, the voter loses his 

or her domicile in this state. 

CA Elections Code § 2023 states: 

If a person moves to another state as a place of permanent residence, with the intention of remaining 

there for an indefinite time, he or she loses his or her domicile in this state, notwithstanding that he or 

she intends to return at some future time. 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/349.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2021.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2022.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2023.html
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CA Elections Code § 2024 states: 

The mere intention to acquire a new domicile, without the fact of removal avails nothing, neither does 

the fact of removal without the intention. 

Student Eligibility :  

 

CA Elections Code § 2025  states in relevant part, òA person does not gain or lose a domicile ... while 

a student of any institution of learning. ... This section shall not be construed to prevent a student at an 

institution of learning from qualifying as an elector in the locality where he or she domiciles while 

attending that institution, when in fact the student has abandoned his or her former domicile.ó 

In Walters v. Weed (aka the òSanta Cruz Student Voting Case.ó) 45 Cal.3rd.1(1988), the California 

Supreme Court held that voters who have moved, but have not established a new domicile, may vote in 

the precinct of their former domicile even though they have no intention of returning to live there. 

Page 5 of the Secretary of Stateõs 2006 Voter Guide states òA college student may register to vote 

either at his or her college address, or at his or her hometown or parentõs address, whichever is the 

address he or she considers primary, and to which he or she intends to return. Students should be sure 

to fill out the prior registration part of the form to cancel their previous registration no longer in effect 

when re-registering at the college address.ó See: http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/guidetovr_1006.pdf  

U.S. Representative Residence :  

CA Elections Code § 2026 states that òThe domicile of a Member of the Legislature or a 

Representative in the Congress of the United States shall be conclusively presumed to be at the 

residence address indicated on that person's currently filed affidavit of registration.ó 

Family / Tra nsient Persons Residence:    

CA Elections Code § 2027 states òThe place where a person's family is domiciled is his or her 

domicile unless it is a place for temporary establishment for his or her family or for transient objects. 

Residence in a trailer or vehicle or at any public camp or camping ground may constitute a domicile for 

voting purposes if the registrant complies with the other requirements of this article.ó 

CA Elections Code § 2028 states òIf a person has a family fixed in one place, and he or she does 

business in another, the former is his or her place of domicile, but any person having a family, who has 

taken up an abode with the intention of remaining and whose family does not so reside with him or her, 

is a domiciliary where he or she has so taken up the abode.ó 

CA Elections Code § 2029 states òThe domicile of one spouse shall not be presumed to be that of 

the other, but shall be determined independently in accordance with this article.ó 

In Collier v. Menzel (aka the òFig Tree Caseó) 176 Cal. App.3d 24 (1985), the California Court of Appeal 

held that a homeless person may register at a location deemed by the voter to be a dwelling place or 

place of habitation for that voter. A mailing address needs to be provided in order for the voter to 

receive election materials. 

Post Office Box Insufficien t:   Although California election law does not specifically address this topic, 

page 13 of the Secretary of Stateõs 2006 Voter Guide states in bold print that òA office box or business 

address may not be used as a residence address.ó See: http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/guidetovr_1006.pdf  

 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2024.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2025.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/guidetovr_1006.pdf
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2026.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2027.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2028.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2029.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/guidetovr_1006.pdf
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Single Residence Required:   CA Elections Code § 2031 states, in relevant part, òIf a person has 

more than one residence and that person maintains a homeowner's property tax exemption on the 

dwelling of one of the residences pursuant to Section 218 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, there 

shall be a rebuttable presumption that the residence subject to the homeowner's property tax 

exemption is that person's domicile.  However, this presumption shall not apply in the event any other 

residence is listed as the person's current residence address on any driver's license, identification card 

or vehicle registration issued to that person by, and on file with, the Department of Motor Vehicles.ó 

CA Elections Code § 2032 states, in relevant part, òIf a person has more than one residence and that 

person has not physically resided at any one of the residences within the immediate preceding year, 

there shall be a rebuttable presumption that those residences in which he or she has not so resided 

within the immediate preceding year are merely residences as defined in subdivision (c) of Section 349 

and not his or her domicile.ó 

 

Absence Due to Government Service:   CA Elections Code § 2025  states, in relevant part, òA 

person does not gain or lose a domicile solely by reason of his or her presence or absence from a place 

while employed in the service of the United States or of this state, nor while engaged in navigation.ó 

The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA) 100 Stat. 924, 42 USCA1973ff 

(1986), generally covers certain United States citizens who are absent from the places of residences 

where those citizens are otherwise eligible to vote.   

A California Secretary of State News Release DB08:041 (dated April 4, 2008) further clarifies that: òTo 

qualify as a military or overseas voter in California elections, a voter must be: 

 A member of the United States (U.S.) armed forces or an auxiliary branch; 

 A U.S. citizen temporarily living outside U.S. territorial limits or the District of Columbia; 

  A person living on a merchant vessel documented under U.S. law; or 

  A spouse or dependent of a member of the U.S. military or an auxiliary branch. 

òThe Secretary of Stateõs office has a dedicated email address that links military and overseas voters 

from across the globe to staffers who can offer additional assistance at mov@sos.ca.gov. More 

resources are available from the Overseas Vote Foundation at www.overseasvotefoundation.org.ó  

REQUESTING and SUBMITTING REGISTRATION APPLICATIONS:  

Generally :   

CA Elections C ode § 2102states:  

 

(a) A person may not be registered as a voter except by affidavit of registration.  The affidavit shall be 

mailed or delivered to the county elections official and shall set forth all of the facts required to be 

shown by this chapter.  A properly executed registration shall be deemed effective upon receipt of the 

affidavit by the county elections official if received on or before the 15th day prior to an election to be 

held in the registrant's precinct.  A properly executed registration shall also be deemed effective upon 

receipt of the affidavit by the county elections official if any of the following apply: 

   (1) The affidavit is postmarked on or before the 15th day prior to the election and received by mail by 

the county elections official. 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2031.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2032.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2025.html
mailto:mov@sos.ca.gov
http://www.overseasvotefoundation.org/
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2102.html
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   (2) The affidavit is submitted to the Department of Motor Vehicles or accepted by any other public 

agency designated as a voter registration agency pursuant to the National Voter Registration Act of 

1993 (42 U.S.C. Sec.  1973gg) on or before the 15th day prior to the election. 

   (3) The affidavit is delivered to the county elections official by means other than those described in 

paragraphs (1) or (2) on or before the 15th day prior to the election. 

(b) For purposes of verifying signatures on a recall, initiative, or referendum petition or signatures on a 

nomination paper or any other election petition or election paper, a properly executed affidavit of 

registration shall be deemed effective for verification purposes if both (a) the affidavit is signed on the 

same date or a date prior to the signing of the petition or paper, and (b) the affidavit is received by the 

county elections official on or before the date on which the petition or paper is filed. 

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the affidavit of registration required 

under this chapter may not be taken under sworn oath, but the content of the affidavit shall be certified 

as to its truthfulness and correctness, under penalty of perjury, by the signature of the affiant. 

 

CA Elections Code § 2103 states, in relevant part, that ò(a) It is the intent of the Legislature that the 

election board of each county, in order to promote and encourage voter registrations, shall establish a 

sufficient number of registration places throughout the county, and outside the county courthouse, for 

the convenience of persons desiring to register, to the end that registration may be maintained at a high 

level.ó 

 

CA Elections Code § 2159  states, in relevant part, that ò(b) Any person who in exchange for money 

or other valuable consideration assists another to register to vote by receiving the completed affidavit of 

registration from the elector, and knowingly misrepresents himself or herself as having helped register 

another to vote on a registration form is guilty of a misdemeanor, pursuant to Section 18108.1.ó 
 

Registering Elsewhere :   

 

See CA Elections Code §2102 above. 

 

CA Elections Code § 2146  states, in relevant part, that ò(a) the Secretary of State shall annually 

provide every high school, community college, and California State University and University of 

California campus with voter registration forms. ò 

 

CA Elections Code § 2158(b)   specifies that county election officials must òprovide voter registration 

cards in sufficient quantities to any citizens or organizations who wish to distribute the cards other than to 

persons who have been convicted of violating this section within the last five years.  Citizens and 

organizations shall be permitted to distribute voter registration cards anywhere within the county.ó 

(emphasis added) 

 

INFORMATION REQUIRED WHEN REGISTERING:  

CA Elections Code § 2150 states: 

 

(a) The affidavit of registration shall show: 

   (1) The facts necessary to establish the affiant as an elector. 

http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2158.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2150.html



