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Disclaimer:

This guide is designed for informational purposes only. It is not legal advice and is not intended

to create an attorneyclient relationship. The Election Protection Coalition does not warrant

any informatiorcontained in this guide, nor does the Coalition suggest that the information in
this guide should be used as a basis to pursue legal advice or decision making.

This manual was prepared with tipeo bonagesources of one or more law firms together with
the Lawyersd Committee for Civil Rights Under
this generous contribution of time and effadtthe Election Protection program would not be

possible without law firm support.
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STATE AND LOCAL ELEC TION OFFICIALS

l. THE CHIEF ELECTION O FFICER OF THE STATE
California Secretary of State
The California Secretgrof State is the chief elections officer of the state and is elected to a four

year term. The Secretary of State administers the provisions of the California Elections Code.
Sources: CA Elections Code § 10CA Constitution Art. 5, 882 and 11

The Secretaryds powers and responsibilities with
e Ensuring that elections are efficiently conducted and that state election laws are
enforced.Source: CA Government Code § 12172.5

e Requiring elections officers to make reports concerning elections in their
jurisdictions.Source: CA Government Code 8§ 12172.5

0 Notifying county district attorneys or the Attorney General of any election
law violations and, in such instances, assisting the county elections officer in
discharging his or her duties.To determine whetlagr elections law
violation has occurred, the Secretary of State may examine ballots, vote
counting computer programs, and any other voting applications or supplies.
The Secretary of State also may examin
his or her cetermination.Source: CA Government Code § 12172.5

e Compiling the results for the offices and
and, when complete, making them immediately alkglto the publicSource: CA
Elections Code § 1550@nd

e Making a supplement to the statement of the vote within 120 days, to show the
number of votes cast in each county, city, Asbgndistrict, senatorial district,
congressional district and supervisorial district for each candidate for the offices of
presidential elector, Governor, and United States Senator and on each statewide
ballot proposition. Source: CA Elections Code § 15502

I ndi vidual s can contact the El ection Division of

1500 11th Street, 5th Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

Phone: (916) 652166 / Fax: (916) 653214
E-Mai: elections@ss.ca.gov
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http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/10.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/government/12172.5.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/government/12172.5.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/government/12172.5.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15500.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15500.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15500.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15502.html
mailto:elections@ss.ca.gov

Il. COUNTY ELECTION OFFI CIALS

Scope of Appointment and Duties

All 58 California counties have election officials who are responsible for conducting the elections.
An election official cabe any person who is charged with the duty of conducting an election or a
city clerk, county clerk, registrar of voters, or an elections supervisorhaving jurisdiction over
elections.Source: CA Elections Code § 320

El ection officials® responsibilities include, an

¢ Dividing each county into precincts and preparing detailed maps or exterior
descriptions thereof, or bothSource: CA Elections Code § 12220

e Establishing and providing places for registration and v@imgrces: CA Elections
Code 88 210&nd12286(a)(3)

e Appointing precinct election boards and excusing or substituting precinct election
board members as necessaBources: CA Elections Code§ 339(a)12286(a)(4)
and12316

e Maintaining and copying voter registration recorisurces: CA Elections Code 88
2180- 2185;

e Making reports concerning voter registratioBource : CA Elections Code § 2187

e Removing ineligiblegpsons from voter registration listSSources : CA Elections
Code 8§ 22002202

¢ Providing each precinct board withcemplete and official registration list prior to
each electionSource: CA Elections Code § 2189

e Purchasing and delivering voting supplies to each precinct board (including, but not
limited to, ballot boxes, equipment, supplies and a sufficient number of official
ballots) to reasonably meet the needs of voters in that precinct on election day.
Sources: CA Elections Code88 1300014102 14105 14112and14113 and

e Receiving and canvassing returns from voting precincts, to be certified and
transmitted to the Secretary of Stat8ources: CA Elections Code 88 15003
15151and15301

The Appendix provides contact information for the eleatin o f f i ci al s i n each of
counties.
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http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/320.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12220.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2103.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2103.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2103.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12286.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/339.html
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http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12316.html
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http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2180.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2180.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2187.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2200.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2200.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2200.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2202.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2189.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/13000.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14102.html
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http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15151.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15301.html

II. PRECINCT ELECTION OF FICIALS, A/K/A POLL WORKERS

Scope of Appointment and Duties

At a minimum, one (1) inspector and two (2) clerks comprise a precinct board. Additional clerk
positions may be allocated proportion to the number of registered voters within the precinct.
Precinct board members are appointed by the elections official.

e A member of a precinct board must be a registered voter in the state of California and
be able to read and write the Engjli language (often in addition to other languages
when necessitated by the demographics of a given precgmtjces: CA Elections
Code 88 339(a) and 1230AP304(a)

Electionoffic al s al so may appoint up to five (5) 0studeée
direct supervision of precinct board members. Student clerks cannot tally votes.

e A student clerk must be a United States citizen and at least 16 years of age ahthe ti
of the election. The student clerk must be a student in good standing at a public or
private secondary educational institution with a grade point average of at least 2.5 on a
4.0 scaleSource: CA Elections Code 8§ 12302

The responsibilities of the precinct board include, among other things:

e posting at least two of the copies of the index of registered voters before opening the
polls;

e posting signs required in plain view within eachingtooth or compartment whenever
an election has been canceled;

e receiving the ballots and supplies;
e opening and closing the polls;
e overseeing the casting of ballots; and

e preventing any improper practices or obstruction, interference or intimidation oifhor
the voting process

Sources: CA Elections Code 88 142024203,1421Q0 14221and14400

If a precinct board member fails to appear at the polls on the morning of an election, then the
voters who are present shall appoint a voterfill the vacancy. If a precinct board member ceases
to act or becomes incapacitated during the election, then the election inspector may appoint any
voter as a replacement. If the election inspector ceases to act, a majority of the remaining fprecinc
board members may appoint a substitute inspectSources: CA Elections Code 88 123412315
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http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/cacodes/elec/12300-12327.html
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/cacodes/elec/12300-12327.html
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/cacodes/elec/12300-12327.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12302.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14202.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14210.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14221.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/14400.html
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/cacodes/elec/12300-12327.html

V.

A.

TRAINING COUNTY ELEC TION OFFICIALS AND P OLL WORKERS

Uniform Standards Training

The California Secretary of State shall adopt uniform standards for the training of precinct board
members. Each election official must complete the training before the first election in which s/he is
to serve. Sources: CA Elections Code 8§88 123@hd12309.5

The uniform standards are meant to cover the rules, procedures and laws pertaining to elections,
including:
¢ Language access rights and rights of the disabled and protected classes of voters;
¢ Election challenge procedures;
¢ Operation of a jurisdictionds voting syst
e Logistics about polling place hours and how to open orclose polls on election day;

¢ Competency trining regarding diverse cultures and languages that poll workers may
encounter and appropriate skills to work with the electorate; and

e Procedures involved with alternate voting options (i.e., provisional -bgtaail and
similar ballots).

Sources: CA Elections Code 88 123@GHhd12309.5

[AS OF JULY 20, 2008 UNIFORM STANDARDS ARE NOT YET IN PLACE]

Additional Guidelin es Issued by the Secretary

The Secretary of 9dllwdrker trhirng is nohsd muctasa seiahce ashitagtan ait.
Accordingly, the Secretary of State has devel ope
the ouni f s (although nane gleaaxist) The gui del i asdessorsare devel of
learned from field experience and voting systems change in this constantly. egolving field

The most recent training guidelines were released in 2006 and are available at
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/poll_worker_training_guidelines_final_draftl.pdf.

Special attention is given to describing poll wo

vote for all individuals, including those who have disabilities and thosel@hot speak English
proficiently.

LAWYERS’ COMMITTEE FOR
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http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12309.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12309.5.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12309.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/12309.5.html

VOTER REGISTRATION

. INFORMATION FOR REGI STRANTS
A.  Eligibility

To register to vote in California a person must be:

e a United States citizen
e aresident of California
e atleast 18 years of age (or will be by the date of the next election)

Eligible voters also musiot be:

e in prison or on parole for a felony conviction

e declared incompetent or otherwise ordered by a court to be treated at a mental
facility

Sources: CA Constitution, Article I, Sec. andArticle 1, Sec. 414" Amendment of

the United States ConstitutiorCA Elections Code 88 2002101, 2111, 21122150(a)
2208and2211(a)

Residency and Domicile

"Residence" for voting purposes means a person's
habitationis fixed. This means that the person intends to remain at that place and whenever he or

she is absent, the person has the intention of returning. At a given time, a person may have only

one domicileSources: CA Elections Code 8§88 3420312032

A person who has come to California for temporary purposes without intending to make it his or
her home is not considered a resident for voting purpos&aurces: CA Elections Code 8§ 2021
2024

Residency Eligibility for Transients
A person who lives in a trailer or vehicle or at any public camp or camping ground may acquire
California residency for voting purposes if s/he otherwise complies with registration requirements.
Sources: CA Elections Code 88§ 202029,176 Cal. App.3d 24 (1985)

Residency EligibilitySardents
A student living away from home may register at his or her school residence address (on or off
campus) orat his or her permanent home address, but only at one of those plaSesirces: CA
Elections Code § 20225 Cal. 8' 1 (1988), http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/guidetovr_1006.pdf

Residery Eligibility for U.S. Representatives
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http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/.const/.article_2
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/.const/.article_2
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/cacodes/elec/2000.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2101.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2150.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2208.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2211.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/349.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2027.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2025.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2025.html

The domicile of a Member of the Legislature or a Representative in the Congress of the United
States shall be conclusively presumed to be at the residence address indicated on that person's
currently filed affidaviof registration. Source: CA Elections Code § 2026

Felony Conviction and Restoration of Voting Rights

A personds right to vote is automatically restor
required period of parole), although the former felomust re-register in order to be restored to
the voting rolls. Source: CA Constitution Article Il, Sec. 4

Every April 1st and every September 1st, the clerk of each county superior court prog#tds

countyodés chief of elections with a |ist showing
clerkds |l ast report. The election officials can
listed as imprisoned or on parole for the contion of a felony.Source: CA Elections Code § 2212

You may register and vote if you:
e arein alocal jail as a result of a misdemeanor conviction;

e are awaiting trial or are currently aaiting trial and have not yet been convicted of a
crime;

¢ have completed parole for a felony conviction; or
e are on probation.

Uniformed Services and Overseas Citizens

Any U.S. citizen who is going to be overseas at the time of an election, or who is militery and

wishes to vote by mail can do so using an absentee ballot under federal law. A person will not lose his
or her domicile while employed out of California in the service of the United States or of this state, nor
while engaged in navigation wsdehe person intends to relocates to the other location or vote in
another state. Sources: Secretary of State websijt€A Elections Code § 202%Jniformed and

Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA) 100 Stat. 924, 42 USCA1973ff (1986), California
Secretary of State News Releadd808:041 (dated April 4, 2008)

B.

Requesting Registration Applications

A voter registrationform can be downloaded and completedfromtBea | i f or ni a Secretar
website A few weeks after an online application is completed and submitted, the voter will receive

a form in themail with their information preprinted on it. The voter should review the information

to make sure everything is correct, then sign and date the form, and mail it.

Vot ers al so may c al |-free\oter aSistancestinbersyto recliegha®d at eds t o
voter registration form be mailed to them. Voter registration telephone hotlines are available at the
California Secretary of Stateds office in the fo

e English: B00-345VOTE
e Spanish:-B00-232VOTA
e Chinese: 1800-339-2857
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http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/.const/.article_2
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2212.html
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_vr.htm
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2025.html
http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/voteregl.html
http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/voteregl.html
http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/voteregl.html

e Vietnamese: B800-339-8163
e Japanese-800-339-2865

e Tagalog: B00-339-2957

e Korean: 18665751558

Registration forms also can be obtained in person at:
e County el ecti ons @agpéndic foradusteledidns offici@sconfactsg e t h e

¢ Any Califonia Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) office on or before the 15th day prior
to the election

e Offices of designated agencies that provide public assistance or disability programs
¢ Any official voter registration event in California
¢ Most post offices andhdraries, and

e Every high school, community college, and California State University and University of
California campus (for students of same)

Sources: CA Elections Code 88 2102103 2146and 2158(b);
http://lwww.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_vr.htm

Overseas and Uniformed Services Voters:

Any Uniformed Service Member, or spouse or dependent of a uniformed service member residing
outside of California, may use the Single Feder s
and/or vote absentee.

Voters may use either the cardstock SFRMAtainable from the Federal Voting Assistance Program,
tel. (800) 4383683 or emailvote@fvap.ncr.ggvor the online SFPA, which can be downloaded
from http://www/fvap.gov/pubs/onlinefpca.pdf

See Appendix section ent i t 1l ed o0Service Members and Oversea

C. Submitting Registration Applications
Registration Deadline

In California, individuals must apply to be registered at leastays gdrior to the election date. For
this yeards presidenti al election, that date is

e I ndividual s -pwehros ornedgi(satterandoionf fi ci al voter reg
el ections official ds of firangNationahvoter DMV, publ i c
Registration Act Office), must make sure that their application is received by the designated
official prior to or on October 20, 2008.

g National Campai
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http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2102.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2103.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2146.html
mailto:vote@fvap.ncr.gov
http://www/fvap.gov/pubs/onlinefpca.pdf

¢ Individuals who register to vote by mail, must have their applicapastmarkedoy
October 20, 2M8, and the applications must be actually received by the county elections
of ficialds office in order for the applicant

e A registrant may complete and/or file a registration application with the assistance of a third
party. The pary offering assistance must return your voter registration application to the
appropriate county elections official s offi
Saturdays, Sundays and state holidays). The application mestddeedby the county
el ections official 6s office prior to or on
eligible to vote in the election.

Sources: CA Elections Code §8 2102(2)103and2138

Information Required when Registering
An individual must provide the following information when registering t@vo

e Name;

e Address;

e Current date;

e Date of birth;

e Identification number (one of the following) :
o California driverds |icense or | D number, i
o Last four digits of the voterds social secu

o If a voter does not have a CA driver's licenselD card or a social security number,
the state will assign a unique number and such a votgybe required to show
identification when voting

Voter s signatur e.

Sources: http://www.sos.ca.gov/nvrctiéorm/; CA Elections Code 82150

Additional guidelines issued by the Secretary of State indicate that election officials must verify the
driverds |license or state identification number
December 31, 205. In some instances, the inability to verify a number will require county elections

officials to directly contact the registrant. However, the county elections official may validate a
driverds |l icense or stat e iadté ontybnke indivadalisofoundwi t hou't
via the validation that possesses the name and date of birth of that registrant.

If a county elections official has difficulty ve
security numbetrer trheagi Pterr stoindrs may be placed in
may be placed in pending status if their registration record lacks substantive information required to
determine their eligibility to vote.

Voters in pending status may vote on Electday by means of a provisional ballot until the
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http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/2102.html
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identification verification is completed. Therefore, it is essential for anyone registering voters to

ensure that each registrant completely fills out the voter registration affidavit, including his or her

di verds |l icense or state identification number a
of these numbers. Source: http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/hava_complianceuabhtm

Additional Information Not Required

The voting application asks for additional information other than what is listed above (such as place
of birth, telephone number, email address, and political party affiliation), but failure to provide such
information will not result in rejection of the applicatiorSource: CA Elections Code § 2154

Voters may decline to state a political party when registering. However, no person steititled

to vote the ballot of any political party at any primary election unless the voter has stated the name
of the party with which the voter intends to affiliate (or the political party otherwise authorizes it to
the California Secretary of Statepource: CA Elections Code § 2151Whenever any voter has
declined to designate or has changed his or her political affiliation prior to the close of registration
for an election, he oshe may either so designate or have a change recorded by executing a new
affidavit of registration and completing the prior registration portion of the affidésiturce: CA
Elections Code § 2152

Request to Keep Identifying Information Confidential

A voteros addr es s, p h on e tframmppearing orra registratiorl addr es
affidavit and any lists or rosters based on such affidavits if:
e asuperior court issues an order naming the county elections official as a party that
indicate the existence of a litreatening circumstance in relation & voter or a
member of the voter's household; or

e a voter presents a certification that s/ h

Confidentiality for Victims of Domestic V
program or the o0Addr edustiveGeaithfCard Semvica al i ty f
Provider s, Empl oyeesprogdo | unt eers, and Pat

Sources: CA Elections Code 8§88 216fd2166.5

Submitting the Registration Application
In person or by mail An applicant may return a completed registration form in person or by mail to
any of the locations from which an application could be obtained (list appegragm8 of this
manual);

Through another person An applicant may return a completed
personé to any county election official

I f an applicant is unable to write, s/ he may sidgd
a third party can assist with completing the registration form. Whenever a third party assists
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someone with completing a registration form, that third party must shall sign and date the
registration form below the registrantods signat.u

A third party who receives money or any other valuable consideration for assisting others to
register or for receiving completed registration forms also must sign the registration form and
include his or her full name, telephone number, addraadthe name and teleph@number of the
person, company, or organization, if any, that agreed to pay money or other valuable consideration
for the completed registration formFailure to comply with this paragraph shall not cause the
invalidation of the registration of a voteiSources: CA Elections Code 88 2102(2)103 2138
2150and2159

If, after completing his or her voter registration affidagityoter entrusts it to any thirdperson, the

latter shall sign and date the attached, numbered receipt indicating his or her address and telephone
number, if any, and give the receipt to the elector. Failure to comply with this paragraph shall not
cause the invalidation of the registiati of a voter. Sources: CA Elections Code § 2158(b)(1)

Accessibility of Registration Places

D.

Federal law requires states to make registration and voting aids for available disabled and elderly
voters. TDD and TTY devices are available via (800}2%3L (oice/TTY).

All Californians may register by mail or over the internet, and they may have a third party assist
them with their registration if necessary.
http://www.sos.ca.gov/etdons/votered/special_needs.htm

Processing Applications

Time limit for processing applications

County election officials must send a registrant
properly executed regi st r dabyinaforwérdablenfirsclass mdilbe v ot er
address correction requested, and it will state that the voter is registered to vote and the party

affiliation for which the voter has registereflource: CA Elections Code 8155

The oOomotor voterdé act provides that any document
opportunity to register to vote pursuant to the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C.

Sec. 1973gg), must includeotice informing prospective voters that if they have not received voter
registration information within 30 days of requesting it, they should contact their local elections

office or the office of the Secretary of Stateource: CA Elections Code 8250

Verification of Information

I f a personds registration form does not contain
number of the persons legible, the county election official must telephone the person and attempt
to collect the missing information.
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If the registration form does not contain all of the information required, and the county elections
official is not able to collect the misg information by telephone, but the mailing address of the
person is legible, then the county elections official must inform the person of the reason for
rejection and send to the person a new voter registration caBburce: CA Elections Code

§2153

Technical Error on Applications

If a voter is erroneously assigned to a precinct, the voter may apply to the elections official for a
certificate showing the record of registration. Théeetions official shall give the voter the
certificate on or before election day. Upon presentation of this certificate to the precinct board of
the proper precinct, the precinct board shall permit the voter to vote.

If the voter does not obtain the céificate and votes in the erroneously assigned precinct, and the
el ection is contested, the voterds vote shall cC
have been entitled to vote on if s/he had voted in the proper preciSorce: CA Elections Code

§2118.5(a)

Remedy for Denied Applications

If a county elections official refuses to register any qualified elector in the county, the elector may
proceed by action in the supir court to compel his or her registration. The court clerk cannot
charge any fees in connection with such acti@murce: CA Elections Code 8142

Applications Received After the iDead|

The deadline to register to vote is 15 days prior to each local, statewide or national election day.
Californiads statewide voter daayalbseof egisfraiidal vot er
through the end of the official canvass for dagleral election. Registrations received during the
0freezed period may be received and processed by
validation process, but will not be uploaded into Calvoter until the end of the official canvass for the

pending election. http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/hava_compliance_manual.htm

E. Change of Residence and/or Name

Citizens must reregister if they:
¢ Have moved since the last elemti Source: CA Elections Code § 2116
¢ Have changed their name (registration isoptionglnot mandatory, in the event of a name
change)Source: CA Elections Code § 211%r
e Want to change their political party affiliatiobources: CA Elections Code 88 21%ind
2152

Deadline for Submitting a Change Form
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If a valid change form is received or postmarked at least 15 days before an election, that voter will
be eligible to vote a regular (rather than a provisional) ballot at #hkection.Source: CA Elections

Code 8§ 2107

Il. INFORMATION FOR THIR D PARTY REGISTRATION GROUPS

A. General Assistance with Registration and Other Election Documents

Rules Regarding Signatures

An applicant may return a completed registration
election official.

I f an applicant i s unable to write, s/ he may sig
a third party can assist the applicantlwcompleting the registration form. Whenever a third party

assists someone with completing a registration form, that third party must shall sign and date the
registration form bel Soucet GAElectieng Cosled 82808t 6 s si gnat u

Rules Regarding Assistance Generally

Individuals and organizations distributing voter registration cards who receive completed voter
registration cards from voters must return the completed card the county elections official or
deposit the cards in the postal service within three days of receipt (excluding Saturdays, Sundays,
and state holidayspource: CA Elections Code 2138

Registration assistants do not have to be deputized and there is no limit to the number of voter
registration affidavits a person may obtain. However, the Secretary of State does require the
requester to complete &oter Reqistration Card Statement of Distribution form

A third party who receives money or any other valuable consideration for assisting others to

register or for receiving completed registration forms also must sign the retjistréorm and

include his or her full name, telephone number, address, and the name and telephone number of the
person, company, or organization, if any, that agreed to pay money or other valuable consideration
for the completed registration formSources: CA Elections Code 8§88 2102(2)103 2138 2150
and2159andCalifornia Secretary of State Wwsite

It is an infraction punishable by a fine not to exceed two hundred dollars ($200) for a person who
assists an individual in registering to vote to fail to complete and provide to that individual the
receipt portion of the voter registration form.Sources: CA Elections Code 88 215Hd18107

Rules Regarding Assistance to Those with Disabilities

The Secretary oState may provide grants to local elections officials, nonprofit corporations, and
unincorporated associations to conduct voter outreach and voter education programs and to
increase accessibility for eligible voters with disabilitesirce: CA Elections Code §2131
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The Secretary of State produces cassette tapes of the Official State Ballot Pamphlet (also known as
the Voter Information Guide) to ilow voters who are blind or otherwise visualignpaired to have
access to information about each of the state measures to be voted on at the next election. To
request ballot pamphlet tapes, c&00.345.VOTE [8683]

B. Restrictions Regarding Use of Registra tion Forms by Third Parties
Use of the National Registration Form

California does not place restrictions on the use of the National Registration f@ource:
http://www.sos.ca.gov/nvrc/fedform/

Use ofCalifornia Registration Form

Anyone requesting 50 or more voter registration cards from the Secretary of State must complete and
submit aStatement of Distribution Fornand a plan of distributioto the Secretary of State. The
statement and plan of distribution can be mailed or faxed to:

California Secretary of State
Elections Division

1500 11th Street, 5th Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814
Fax: (916) 653214

The Secretary of State's Elections Diviswill process the request within 48 hours of receiving it. For
additional assistance, please contact the Secretary of State's Elections Division at (9280®57
Source: http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_vr.htm

Préefilled Information on RegtstraForms

The distributor or circulator may not fill in the blanks on tlafidavit portion ofvoter registration

card unless the person registering asks for that help. The registrant or a person the registrant asks
to assist him or her must complete thegistration card in its entirety and exactly as the registrant
requests; the person helping fill out the card must also fill in all required information in Box 12.
Cardswithanyprd i | | ed 0bl ank Saurcen&L ik Elatimns Chde § 2i62e d .

C. Compensation and Training for Registration Assistants
Rules Regarding Compensation for Registering Voters

No fees may be charged to a voter for registratiddource: CA Elections Code § 2121

A third party who receives money or any other valuable consideration for assists others to register
or for receiving completed registration forms also must sign the registration famchinclude his or
her full name, telephone number, address, and the name and telephone number of the person,
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company, or organization, if any, that agreed to pay money or other valuable consideration for the
completed registration formSource: CA Elections Code § 2159

Any person, company, or other organization that agrees to pay money or other valuable
consideration, whether on a peaffidavit basis or otherwise, to any person whgsists another
person to register to vote by must

e Maintain a list of the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of everyone whom s/he has
agreed to compensate; and

e Give each compensated person a written statement of that person's personal
responsibilt es and then keep that personds written
least 3 years or file such records with the county elections official to be maintained

Source: CA Elections Code § 2159.5

Training Required Before Registering Another Person to Vote

There are no statutory restrictions on who can register people to vddeurce: CA Secretary of
State webs#

Residency Requirement for Voter Registration Drive Staff or Volunteers

There are no statutory restrictions on who can register people to vddeurce: CA Secretary of
State website

D. Registration and Submission of Forms
Submission of Registration Forms by aties
An application completed oO0through another person

elections official or deposited in the postal service within three days adtezipt (excluding
Saturdays, Sundays, and state holid®m)rce : CA Elections Code § 2138

E. Use of Information and Copying Voter Registration Applications

Any person may apply to reces a copy of any voter registration information maintained by the
California Secretary of State or by county election officials, subject to the limitations listed below.
Source: CA Electons Code § 2188

Disclosure Limitations

No voter information of any type can be sent or made available in any way, including electronically,
over the Internet or otherwise, to anyone outside of the United Statgésurce: CA Elections
Code § 2188.5
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I f a voter registration document includes a Cali
identification card number, social security number or any other unique identifier that information
must not be disclosed to any persofsource: CA Elections Code § 2194(()

A voterds signature on a registration card is co
exceptift he persondés vote is challenged, in which ca
Sources: CA Elections Code § 2194(b)(2) and (c)

A voterods home addr-maladdress, précmql rumberegenerallgndree r , e
confidential, however, the following individuals or groups may obtain such information upon proper
application:

e Candidates for federal, state, or local office
e Committees for or against valid initiatives or referendaasures

¢ Individuals conducting scholarly, journalistic, or other endeavors approved by the Secretary
of State

Source: CA Elections Code § 2194(a)

II. STATEWIDE VOTER REGI STRATION DATABASE ( 0 CALVOTERO) :
MAINTENANCE AND REMO VAL OF VOTERS

A. Generally

The Secretary of State must create and maintain a statewide voter registration database.
Californiads database is called o06Calvoter. 6 The
county election officials to remove ineligible voters from Calvoter and prescribe a general program

for registering voters and updating voter registration information at designated agedoigse:

CA Elections Code § 2168

B. Basis of Cancellation and Removal of Voters
Generally
Once a voter is registered, the name of that voter may not be removed from the registration

books, unless and until a v ot leercdusty eiedtibns affigial.i t of r
Source: CA Elections Code § 2200

The county elections official shall cancel a vot
e At the written request of tke voter;
e Upon ajudication ofa v o meatal icompetency

e Upon proof that thevoter is presently imprisoned or on parole for conviction of a felony;
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e Upon the production of a certified copy of a judgment directing the cancellation to be made;
¢ Upon the dath of the person registered;
e By reason of a change af v o residden@esoutside of the county of registration;

e A v o faiture & sespond to a residency confirmation notice and then failingote at
least once during a period of no less than founsecutive years (which period must include
two general federal elections); or

e Upon proof that the person is otherwise ineligible to vote.
¢ When a registration record is deficient.

Sources: CA Elections Code. 8§ 220CCR 8§ 20108.25

C. Process for Updating Registration Lists
Notice Prior to Removal

Excep during the 90 days prior to a Federal election, the Secretary of State must conduct monthly
voter registration list maintenance using a change of address service (or services) based on the U.S.
Post al serviceds nat i dondarify addresschaagesfdr registertkd e s s dat a

voters.

If the Secretary of State finds a record showing a changed address, the Secretary of State must
automatically transmit a change of address notice to the county elections official in the county from
which the vaer has moved. Within five (5) business days of receiving this notice, the official must
process the change of address and submit any registration changes to CaBmisses: CA Code

of Regulations 88 20108.40 and 20108.5

The Secretary of State or afipable county election official must complete the preelection residency
confirmation process that at least 90 days prior to the election by:

¢ Mailing a nonforwardable postcard to each registered voter;
e Contracting with the U. S. Postal Service to obtding s e r v i -ofaddess dataaon g e

e Including the county election officialds ret.:
ballot and requesting an unintended recipient to return the sample ballot to their mail
carrier.

Source: CA Elections Code. §8§ 222226

If a voter has not voted in any election for the preceding four years, the county elections official may
send an alternate residepconfirmation postcard to the voter. Such a voter shall be given an
opportunity to vote at a statewide primary or general election between the date of notice and the
beginning of the alternate residency proceduource: CA Elections Code. 88 2224
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D. Program for Removing Voters from the Registration List
Failure to Respond to Registration Confirmation Notice

Based on change of address data, the county elections official shall sewdr#dle notice,
including a postageaid and preaddressed return form, to enable the voter to verify or correct
address informationSource: CA Elections Code § 2225

Basedonthecout y el ection officialds preelection resic
elections official must:

e Update registrations for voters who have changed addresses within the same county;

e Pl ace a voterods name on t heindicaesthetvotaras vot er s |
moved to a new address in another county, confirmation mailings have been returned as
undeliverable, or if the voter failed to confirm his or her address; or

¢ Cancel a votero6s registrati on icialfinwtthgahatv ot er i |
s/he has moved to a residence outside of the couripurce: CA Elections Code § 2226

I f a voterds name i s pl aced o ntedathnygelactiorandthini2v e v ot e
years after having failed to confirm his or her address, then that voter must be returned to active

status. A voter who fails to vote (or offer to vote) at any election within 2 years after having been

placed on the inactive vets file may have his or her registration cancell®édurce: CA Elections

Code 8§ 2226

Procedures for Removal of Names Due to Death, Felony Conviction or Duplication

Death On a weekly bsis, the Secretary of State must use Calvoter to compare all voter

registration records with records from the Department of Health Services showing deceased

persons. If the Secretary of State finds a potential match, then s/he must notify county election

official who then has five (5) business days to confirm the match and if confirmed, to then submit an
update to Calvoter c¢anc &oboulceé: €A4CoteloBRegulptenrs8onds r eqgi
20108.55

Felony ConvictionOn a weekly basis, the Secretary of State must use Calvoter to compare all voter
registration records with records from the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation showing

persons with fedbny convictions. If the Secretary of State finds a potential match, then s/lhe must

notify county election official who then has five (5) business days to confirm the match and if
confirmed, to then submit an up ctatioa.Sdurce: CAal voter
Code of Regulations § 20108.55

Duplication At least monthly, the Secretary of State must use Calvoter to identify potential
duplicate egistrations. Upon identification of potential duplicate registrations, then s/he must notify
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county election official who then has five (5) business days to confirm the match andif confirmed, to
then submit an update to Calvoter cancelling the older dighét registrationSource: CA Code of
Regulations § 20108.60

E. Correcting the Registration List: Applications and Challenges
Correcting a Removal Made i Erro

If there are at least 15 days before the election, a voter may simplggister;

F. Maintenance of Records
Summary Reports of Registration Publicly Available
A statewide list showing the number of voters, by party affiliations, in the state and irceanty,

city, supervisorial district, Assembly district, Senate district, and congressional district in the state
must be madeavailable, upon request, to any California v@@eurce: CA Elections Code § 2187

The summary Report of Registration also are post
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_u.htm
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POLLING PLACESAND P REPARATION FOR ELECTION D AY

l. PREPARATION FOR ELEC TION DAY

A. Voting Precincts

A voting precinct is a district within a county that is established by county election offiatalsce:
CA Electons Code § 12220

B. Polling Places

A polling place is the place provided in each precinct where voters living in the precinct may vote.
Source: CA Elections Code § 12280

The locadin of polling places

County election officials determine the location of all polling places at least 29 days in advance of
each election. Source: CA Elections Code § 12286

The bounda&s of precincts and locations of polling places

County election officials may combine precincts or relocate polling . Not more than six (6) existing
precincts can be consolidated togeth&ource: CA Elections Code § 12241

Changes to voting precincts and polling places

Whenever any jurisdiction is divided into precincts or any precinct changes, the number of voters
per precinct cannot exceed 1000 on the 88th day before an elecBomirce: CA Elections Code 8§
12223

All voters registered at least 29 days prior to an election will receive a sample ballot with notice of
their polling place. Voters who register with29 days before the election will receive notice of

their polling place location and information as to where they can obtain a sample Ballote:

CA Elections Code § 13303

Not lessthan one week before the election, county election officials must publish the list of polling
places designated for each election precir8aurce: CA Elections Code § 12105%Acceptdle

sources of publication vary according to location and populataurce: CA Elections Code §
12106

If a designated polling place cannot be used for any valid reason and tiéskfamivn in sufficient
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time for a mailing, then election officials may designate another polling place and must mail a notice

to each voter in the precinct showing this change. If the information is not known in sufficient time

for a mailing, the electts o f f i ci al or precinct board (if a od
another polling place as near as possible to the original designated place and post notice on or near

the original designated place to direct voters to the new locatf®our ce: CA Elections Code 8§

12281

Ballot Design

California has very detailed ballot design rules, which are not easily summarized. The reader is
directed to Elections Code 88§ 131018121

The Secretary of State regulates the manufacture and distribution of punchcard [&dlotse: CA
Elections Code § 1330€ounty election officials cause the ballots to be printed after candidate
names of been certified as being entitled to a place on the appropriate bSkotrce: CA Elections
Code § 13300

The following information and design elements must appear on or be used in the creation of all
general and special election ballots:

e Atinted or watermark or overprint of a design provided by the Secretafystate.Source:
CA Elections Code § 13302

¢ The words "OFFICI AL BALLOT6 must afageéar acro
gothic capital type not smaller than-dint (unless e ballot is no wider than a single
column, then 24point font may be usedBource: CA Elections Code § 13203.

¢ Beneath this heading, the number of the congressional, Senate, and Assembly district, the
name of the county in which the ballot is to be votexhd the date of the election printed
must appear in boldface type as large as the width of the ballot alldeusce: CA
Elections Code § 13203.

e At least threeeighths of an inch belothe district designation, the words
"INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS:" must pented in gothic condensed capital type no
smaller than 16oint. Thereafter, 1point gothic type shall be used to set for all applicable
instructions as provided iklections Code §83204and13205

e The title of each office , arranged to conform with the hierarchy order established in
ElectionsCode § 1310%aired with thenames of all qualified candidates (in the order
required as a result of the randomized alphabetical drawing conducted pursuant to
Elections Code § 1311&d printed in roman capital, boldface type not smaller thaguoét
as required byElections Code § 132} followed by thetitles and summaries of
measures submitted to vote of the votes (in the order required byElections Code §
131135.
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e The standard OYESSé or ONOO6 veghtisofgnisclhhfuar es mu
square and may be up to o#lf inch squareElections Code 88§ 13208

e Any required foreign translations should be placed to the right of the voting squares.
Elections Code 88 13209

Voting SystemsVoting systems vary by county. Information regarding approved voting systems
(current as of June 30, 2008) is at:
http://www.sos.ca@ov/elections/voting_systems/vsys_certified063008.pdf

Information Made Available to the Public Prior to Election Day

Notice of election at least a week before an election, county election officials must publish notice in
any newspaper of general circlibm. If there is no newspaper of general circulation published and
circulated in the jurisdiction, the notice must be posted conspicuously in at least three (3) public
places within the citySource: CA Elections Code 88§ 12105

Required naotices to registered votersounty election officials send a notice by nonforwardable mail
to each elector registered to vote in a precinct where an election will be conducted at least 90 days
before each electionSource: CA Elections Code. §§ 222226 If there is a change in the location

or boundaries of a precinct, the county election afiis send a notice of the change to each

registrant in the precinct at least 88 days before the next electBwurce: CA Elections Code §

12223

Use of Voting Systemsfhe Secretaryb St at eds website provides inst|
use each county's voting system
athttp://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voting_systems/ca_map_counties3.html

Inspection of Voting SystemsCounty election officials must inspect all voting machines or devices
at least once every two years to determine their accuracy. The election officials also must certify
their inspection results to the Secretary of State. K tBecretary of State is not satisfied with the
local inspection, s’lhe may require a reevaluatiSources: CA Elections Code 8§ 1922hd

19221

Voting Equipment

Types of voting equipment used at polling plagesing machines must (except in direct primary
elections) permit voters to vote for all the candidates of one party or in part for the candidates of
one parly and in part for the candidates of one or more other parti€aurce: CA Elections Code

§ 19300

Certification of voting equipmentNo voting system, in whole or in part, can be usedass it has
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received approval from the Secretary of State prior to any election at which it is to be first used.
No jurisdiction may purchase or contract for a voting system, in whole or in part, unless it has
received the approval of the Secretary ofifet Source: CA Elections Code § 19201

Any person or corporation owning or being interested in &oying equipment may apply to the
Secretary of State. Prior to making a decisionwhehether or not to approve a voting machine or
device, the Secretary of State must hold a public hearing for interested persons to express their
views for or against a device. The Secretary of State must issue a written decision that must be
open for pwlic inspection.Sources: CA Elections Code 88 192Gihd 19204

Once a system has been approved, it cannot beiffeiunless the Secretary of State receives
written notice of any proposed modifications and approves of same. If problems subsequently
develop with certified voting equipment, the Secretary can withdraw certification (generally with 6
months notice reqired). Sources: CA Elections Code 88 192E0d19222

Buying, operating, and maintaining voting machii@shcounty is responsible for buying, leasing,
renting or otherwise procuring voting machines that have been certified by the Secretary of State.
County election officials areesponsible for the custody, operation, and maintenance of all
equipment acquiredybthem. Sources: CA Elections Code 8§88 192Hnd19212

Materials Available at Polling Places

Number of Voting Boths

Polling places must have a sufficient number of places, booths, or compartments, at or in which

voters may mark their ballots. Each place, compartment, or booth must be adjusted so as to

conceal the voter &8s mar ki n headmbdr &f eoting bobths@t f r om a
compartments shall be determined by the officer conducting the elect8ource: CA Elections

Code 814110

The elections official must provide to theqzinct officers all of the following

e Printed copies of the indexes;

e At least one copy of the ballot with the ballot measures and ballot instructions printed in
English, Spanish and any other languages required for a given county;

e A sufficient number ofotable ballots;

e At least two copies of the voter indexes marked to include a warning that anyone other
than a precinct board member who marks on them may be subject to a misdemeanor;

¢ Blank forms for the roster, tally sheets, voter lists, declarations,raturns;
e Envelopes for enclosing the returns;
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e Atleast 6 (but no more than 12) instruction cards to guide voters in obtaining and marking
their ballots;

e A digest of the election laws;
¢ An American flag, posted to help voters identify the polling place;
e At least one ballot container properly marked on the outside to indicate the contents;

¢ Ink pads and stamps for each voting booth and pens or pencils to write in any additionally
qualified candidates;

e A sufficient number of cards to each polling place comgithe telephone number of the
office to which a voter may call to obtain information about his or her precinct location;

e An identifying badge or insignia for each member of the precinct board, which must be worn
at all times while the precinct officia performing his/her official duties;

e Roster of voters; and

e Printed copies of the Voter Bill of Rights, as supplied by the Secretary of State,
conspicuously posted inside and outside of the polling place

Source: CA Elections Code §14105

Precinct Board Members also must publicly post:

e A sample ballot;
e The date of the election and the polling place hours ;

e Instructions on how to vote, including how to cast a vote and how to cast a piavés
ballot;

e Voting rights, the right to cast a provisional ballot and how to contact appropriate officials if
any such rights are alleged to have been violated; and

e Laws regarding prohibited acts of electioglated fraud and misrepresentation

Sources: CA Elections Code §8142@hd14201

Before opening the polls, the precinct board must post at least two copigiseoindex to the
affidavits of registration for that precinct in separate, convenient places at or near the polling place.
Source: CA Elections Code §14202

Poll workers and Human Ressur

At least 29 days before an election, the county election officials must select at least one (1)
inspector and two (2) clerks to comprise a local precinct board. Additional clerk positions may be
allocated in proportion to the number of registered vogewithin the precinct.
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e A member of a precinct board must be a registered voter in the state of California and
must be able to read and write the English language

Sources: CA Eledions Code 8§88 123012304(ajand12286

Election officials also may appoint up to five (5) student clerks per precinct who are United States
citiznes at least 16 years old in good stangdat a public or private secondary educational institution

with a grade point average of at least 2.5 on a 4.0 scale. These student clerks cannot tally votes, and
they serve under the direct supervision of precinct board memb&surce: CA Elections Code 8

12302

County election officials may appoint additional precinct board members who are nominated at least
90 days in advance of an election in writing by the county central comnufteay qualified political
party. County election officials may remove any precinct board member at any time for neglect of
duty, malfeasance, or misconduct in office. Precinct board members receive ballots and supplies,
open and close polls, oversee thasting of ballots during the time the polls are open, and any other
required duties. Source: CA Elections Code §12309

Election Inspectar

County election officials designate one precinct board member to serve as the election inspector.

The inspector:
e Serves on Election Day from 6:00 a.m. until about 9:30 p.m.
¢ Attends a mandatory Election Officer training class before each election.
e Takes oath of office to be officially deputized to conduct the election
e Contacts all other precinct board members to loertain they will show up on Election Day

¢ Reviews the polling place the day before the election and arranges for early morning
election day entry

e Picks up election equipment on the day before the election and verifies that supplies are at
the polling place

e Guides precinct election team in setting up the polls

e Supervises election clerks and enforces election codes

¢ |Issues ballots to voters and safeguards the ballot box and equipment.
e Assists in packing up the materials and closing the polling place

e With one clerk, returns the election equipment and voted ballots to the receiving station at
the end of the election day

Compensation of inspectors varies from county to county. Inspectors usually receive additional
compensation for these services as compared toegal poll workers/election clerksSource: CA
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Elections Code 812310

Poll Workers/Election Clerks

e Arrive at the Polling Location by 6:00 AM

e Attend optional Election Officer training class before each election.
e Take oath of office to be officially depzeid to conduct the election

e Perform jobs assigned by the county election inspector, such as:

Assist in opening and closing poll locations;

Assist voters as necessary in a courteous and respectful manner;

Know how to properly use the voting unit;

Verifyand sign forms as needed,;

Record important information as necessary;

Supervise poll books and cherrkvoters;

Check voter ID;

Make sure voters properly vote oOregul aré
Any other duties as assigned by the county elecbffitials, the Secretary of State, or

found in the California Election or Government Code.

O O 0O O O o o oo

Compensation of poll workers varies from county to county.

Sources: http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/pollworker.ht@®A Elections Code 88 123GHhd
12309.5

POLLING PLACE PROCED URES DURING VOTING
Hours of Operation and Protocols for Opening and Closing the Polling Place

On Hection Day, all polling locations must remain open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Each qualified
voter in the polling place or in line before 8:00 p.m. must be permitted to vote. SouBs:
Elections Code 88 142Fhd14401

Protocol for Opening the Polling Place

When designating polling places, the county election officials must ensure that the polling places
meetthe guidelines promulgated by the Secretary of State for accessibility by the physically
handicappedSource: CA Elections Code §2280

Before the precinct board receives any ballgtshall proclaim aloud at the place of election that
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the polls are open and shall display the empty ballot container, which will then be locked and kept in
plain view. Voting shall commence as soon as the polls are declared opened and shall be continued
during the time the polls remain operSources: CA Elections Code 8§42131421.

Requirements for Polling Place Setup

The county election official must provide a sufficient numberabiing booths or compartments for

the voters. Each voting compartment must be arranged to that voters can mark their ballots
oconveniently. o The compartments also must be a
protected from the observation of othex. Source: CA Elections Code 814110

The polling places must be arranged so that the ballot containers and voting booths or
compartments can be seen by those presegburce: CA Elections Code 814211

II. INFORMATION POSTED A T POLLING LOCATIONS

A. At every polling location, the following voting information must be posted:

A sample version of the ballot that will besed for that election;
¢ Information regarding the date of the election and the hours the polling place will be open;

¢ Instructions on how to vote, including how to cast a vote and how to cast a provisional
ballot;

e Instructions for maiin registrants and fat-time voters under applicable federal and state
laws;

¢ General information on voting rights under applicable federal and state laws, including
information on the right of an individual to cast a provisional ballot and instructions on how
to contact the apropriate officials if these rights are alleged to have been violated; and

¢ General information on federal and state laws regarding prohibitions against acts of fraud
and misrepresentation.

Source: CA Elections Code §14200

Precinct election officialmust conspicuously post and display two copies of the registration list of
voters in that precinct in an area of the polling place that is easily accessiblee: CA Elections
Code 814202

V. WHO MAY BE PRESENT A T THE POLLING PLACE

A. Generally
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Persons who may be inside the polling location other than voters

e People assisting other persons to vote are allowed inside thiingdbcation;
e Votersd children who are under age 18; and
¢ Election officials, election employees and observers are allowed to enter the polling place.

Sources: CA Elections Code §814224223

B. Observers

Any person can inspect the roster while voting is in progress so long as their inspections do not
impede, interfere, or interrupt the normal process of votirf8purce: CA Election Code § 14223(b)

California |l aw does not specifically address the
individual polling places or at counatyde central countig s i t es . However, the S
office has issued informal guidelines that counties are encouraged to adopt.

Counties are specifically encouraged to reach out to: their grand jury members, political party

central committee members, advocacygps and the League of Women Voters to obtain their

services as election observers. Other members of the public also may apply for observer status
through their county election officialsd office.
observersat least 30 days in advance of an election.

Approved observers will be given a letter of introduction or other credential by the county
elections official for use in entering an assigned observation Sitarce:
http://lwww.sos.ca.gov/elections/eop_terrug. pdf

Clearly identified members of the news media and pollsters may be within 25 feet of a polling place,

and may speak to voters leaving the site as long as they do not interrupt voting. However, voters

may not be photographed, videotaped or recordaatering or exiting a polling place, and may not

be filmed inside the pol |l i nSpureelCGAElectionsdodehout t he
§18541

Guidelines for Observers at the &ul at Central Counting Sites

Al t hough guidelines will wvary from county to c
plan indicates thatbservers may

e Observe the proceedings at the polls, including the opening and closing procedures
e Obtain nformation from the precinct index that is posted near the entrance

e Make notes and watch election procedures

e View electionrelated activities at the central counting site on Election Day

e View the canvass of the vote activities following the election
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e View \te-by-mail and provisional ballot processing

e Ask questions of poll workers or voters at the polls as long as they do not interfere
with the conduct of any part of the voting process

e Ask questions of supervisors at the central counting site as long agithagt interfere
with the conduct of the election procedures.

According to the Secretary of Stbetesdnsibledanggest e

e Checking in at the polling place or central counting site.

e Wearing an identification badge.

e Maintaining a professional manner while observing the election process.
e Ensuring they do not interfere with the election process.

According to the Secretary of @hesallyendysnotsuggest e

¢ Interfere with the conduct of the lection (in the judgment of the elections official)

e Physically handle any voting materials or equipment

e Sit at the official worktables or view confidential voter information on any work
terminal

e Communicate with voters within 100 feet of the entrance tgalling place regarding
the casting of a vote, or speak to a voter regarding his or her qualifications to vote

e Display any election material or wear campaign badges, buttons or apparel

e Wear the uniform of a peace officer, a private guard, or security pengd

e Use cellular phones, pagers, or tweay radios inside the polling place and/or within 100
feet of the entrance to the polling place

e Talk to or attempt to stop the central counting site workers while they are processing
ballots

e Use the telephones, conpers or other polling place facilities at polling places or the
central counting site

e Make physical contact with election personnel

e Eat or drink in the polls or the central counting site

e Assist in operations at any polling place or the central countitgy si

Source: All Observer guidelines can be foundhdtp://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/eop_template.pdf

V. POLLING PLACES: CON DUCT, RULES AND PROH IBITIONS ON
INTIMIDATION AND DEC  EPTION OF VOTERS

C. Conduct at or around the Polling Place

Restrictions RegardirggAlnea Around the Polling Place:
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Voter Intimidation; Interference with Voters; Unlawful Practices

California law prohibits the following activities from occurring within 100 feet of any room in a
polling place where voters sign the roster or cast ballots:

e Circulating petitions

e Speaking to voters about marking their ballots

e Questioning voters about their qualifications to vote

e Advocating votes for or against any candidate or measure

Source: CA Elections Code § 18370

Both state and federal law have prohibitions against offering any incentive or reward for registering
or for voting. Federal law applies to elections with federal candidates on the ballot. State law
prohibits incentives for ageing to vote, refraining from voting, or voting or refraining from voting

for any particular candidate or measure.

Unlawful and Deceptive Practices Regarding Intimidation of \foters

Voters have the right to cast a secret ballot free from intimidatione Becretary of State instructs
poll workers to watch for and address any inti mi
No one may interfere with or attempt to influence a voter in the casting of his or her vote.

No one may hinder or delay iany manner any who is approaching or leaving the place for casting
oneds ball ot

No one may promise a political office or job to a voter, directly or through a third party, in an
attempt to encourage the voter to vote in a certain way.

Sources: http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/poll_worker_training_guidelines_final_draft CAdf
Elections Code8§ 1837018371,18502 1852(Q 18521,1854), 18541and.8544
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ABSENTEE VOTING GEN ERALLY

California does not use the phrase Oabsenteed vot |
to take advantage of alternate @res by which they may vote if they are unable or unwilling to go to the
polls on election day.

Assembly Bill 1243, which was signed into law in 2007 and became effective as of January 1, 2008,
replaced the terms "absentee ballot" and "absent voter" iredtaw with "voteby-mail ballot" and "vote
by-mail voter," respectively.

l. VOTE -BY-MAIL VOTING

Vote-bymai | (O0VBM6) voting means any casting of a
place. . All VBM ballots must be returned to a county electiofiieial by 8:00 p.m. on Election
Day.

Any registered voter can vote by VBM ballot for any reason.

Sources: CA Elections Code §8 300, 3008020,3201and 14212

I. REQUESTING A VOTE -BY-MAIL BALLOT

A. Deadlines for REQUESTING a VBM ballot

Any registered voter may vote by VBM ballot. Rather than going to the polls to cast a ballot on
Election Day, a voter may apply for a VBisllot by proving information to the applicable elections
official. Source: CA Elections Code § 3003

A request for a VBM ballot must be made in writing to the county elections offieiatden 29 days

and 7 days before the election: Octoberfi7 October 28, 2008 for the November 4, 2008 general
election. The request must be submitted to the county elections officials no later than 5:00 p.m. on
October 28, 2008 Source: CA Elections Code § 3001

To check the status of your request for a VBM ballot, please call your County Elections Office. A
list of the California County Elections Offices can be found at:
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_d.htm

B. Information Necessary to Obtain a VBM Ballot

No specific form is required to request a VBM ballot, so long as the request is made in writing to
the appropriae county elections official and it contains the following:
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e voterds name and residence address as stated
e the address to which the VBM ballot should be sent;

¢ the name and date of the election in which the voter would like to use the \pBddess;

¢ the date the application must be received by the elections official; and

the voterd6s signature

Source: CA Elections Code § 3006

Sample ballots also include an application ftrat can be used to obtain a VBM application, or
voters may use the form provided on the Secretar
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_m.htm#apply

Some couhes accept electronically filed VBM applicatioBsurce: CA Elections Code § 3007.7

Delivery of Ballots to Voters who Have Requested to Vote by Mail

Once the county election official processes and approves a VBM application, the proper ballots will
be sent to the voter automaticallySource: CA Elections Code 83010

RETURNING AND PROCES SING A VOTE -BY-MAIL BALLOT

How to Return and Cast a VBM Ballot

After marking the ballot, a voter inserts it into the envelope provided for this purpose, making sure
to complete all required information on the envelope. The completed, sealed envelope may then be
returned by:
e mailing it or returning it in person to the county elections official,
e returning it in person to any member of a precinct board at any polling phatten the
jurisdiction; or
e ifavoterisill or physically disabled, by authorizing a leghdiwable third party (relative or
person residing in the same household as the
behalf to the elections official fr@a whom it came or to the precinct board at any polling
place within the jurisdiction.

Regardless of how the ballot is returned, it MUST be received by the county elections office by the
time polls close (8 p.m.) on Election Day. L-ateiving VBM voteballots are not counted. If a

VBM ballot is returned to a precinct board of a polling place located in a county other than the
county of the elections official who issued the ballot, the elections official responsible for the polling
place at which the bt is returned shall forward the ballot to the election official who issued the
ballot. Sources: CA Elections Code §8§ 3011 and 3017
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Once a county elections official receives a votd®lWhballot, the signature on the ballot return

envel ope wild.l be compared to the signature on th
VBM was submitted by an authorized voter. To pre
separated fom the envelope and the ballot becomes as anonymous and secret as any other ballot.

Sources: CA Elections Code 88§ 3011(a)(2) and 3019

B. Processing of VBM ballots

Any jurisdiction tlat receives VBM ballots may begin processing return envelopes starting 29 days
before the election.Source: CA Elections Code § 15101

The processing of VBM ballot return envelopesd éhe processing and counting of VBM ballots shall
be open to the public, both prior to and after the election. The elections official shall notify VBM
observers and the public at least 48 hours in advance of the dates, times, and places where VBM
ballots will be processed and counte&ource: CA Elections Code § 15104

Prior to processing and opening the identification envelopes of VBM voters, the elections official shall
make a lisof VBM voters available for public inspection, from which challenges may be presented.
Source: CA Elections Code § 15105

V. PERMANENT VOTE BY MA IL VOTER STATUS

Any voter may apply fopermanent VBM voter status. The voter shall complete an application,
which is available from the county elections officurces: CA Elections Code 88§ 32€8202.

The county electias official shall process the application in the same manner as an application for a

regular VBM ballot. If the elections official determines that the applicant is a registered voter, then

the county elections of fi c iistofthoselcavhdm ajyBMaballetist he v o
sent each time there is an election within their precin&@ource: CA Elections Code § 3203

If the voter fails to return an executed VBM ballottimo consecutive statewide general elections,
the voterds name shall be del eSbuecd: CA ElectionstChde per ma
8 3206

When an overseas voter applies farvVBM ballot, the application shall be deemed an affidavit of
registrationandan application for permanent VBM voter stat@aurces: CA Elections Code 88
3302 3303

V. EMERGENCY VOTE -BY-MAIL BALLOT PROCEDUR ES

If less than 6 days remain before an election, a voter may make an emergency request to have a
VBM ballot delivered to him or her. The voter would need to submit a written request, signed
under penalty of perjury. Such requestslwi granted if the voter:

s 3 LAWYERS’ COMMITTEE FOR

\h National Campaign For
&7 FAIR ELECTIONS October 2, 2008 @ CIVIL RIGHTS

U N D E R L A W

www.nationalcampaignforfairelections.org


http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3019.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15101.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15104.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15105.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3201.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3203.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3206.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3206.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3206.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3303.html

¢ has an illness or disability resulting in confinement in a hospital, sanatorium, nursing
home, or similar residence

e is unable to get to his or her polling place because of a physical handicap

e is unable to vote at his or her patig place because architectural barriers are denying
him or her physical access to the polling place, voting booth, or voting apparatus or
machinery

e is unable to go to his or her polling place because of conditions resulting in his or her
absence from th@recinct on election day

The elections official should deliver the VBM ballot to any authorized representative of the voter

who presents this written statement to the elections official. Before delivering the ballot, the
elections official may comparete si gnature on the request with th
of registration, but in any event, the signature shall be compared before the VBM ballot is canvassed.

The voter shall mark the VBM ballot, place it in the identification enveldpeuf and sign the
envelope and return the ballot (personally or through the authorized representative) to either the
elections official or any polling place within the jurisdiction. These ballots shall be processed and
counted in the same manner as ettvote by mail ballotsSource: CA Elections Code 83021

VI.

CASTING A BALLOT ON  ELECTION DAY AFTER H AVING PREVIOUSLY
REQUESTED A VOTE -BY-MAIL BALLOT

Any voter using a VBM ballot may, pritar the close of the polls on Election Day, vote the ballot at
the office of the elections official in the presence of an officer of the elections official or in a voting
booth, at the discretion of the elections officighource: CA Elections Code §3018

Vote-by-mail voters who return to their home precincts on Election Day may vote only if they
surrender their VBM ballots to the inspector of the precinct board. The precinct board sdtaltn
the unused VBM ballots to the elections official in an envelope designated for this pusposee:
CA Elections Code 83015

Any VBM voter who is unable to surrender his or héBM ballot shall be entitled to vote using a
provisional ballotSource: CA Elections Code 83016

VII.  ASSISTANCE WITH VOTE -BY-MAIL VOTING

A VBM voter who canot linessouather physical disabilltylmayt becaus
designate his or her relativeor a person residing in the same household as the voter to return

the ballot. The ballot must be received by either the elections official from whom it came or by

the appropriate precincboard before the close of the polls on Election Dagource: CA

Elections Code §3017(a)
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UNIFORMED SERVICE ME MBERS AND OVERSEAS VOTERS
l. VOTING AS A UNIFORME D SERVICE MEMBER OR OVERSEAS VOTER

The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Vaingeradly covers U.S. citizens (voters in the
military and overseas voters) who are absent from their place of residence, provided those citizens
are otherwise eligible to vote.

A. Deadline for REQUESTING a federal absentee or a California VBM ballot
To apply for a Federal Post Card Registration and Absentee Ballot Request or a California VBM
ballot, the same deadlines apply for overseas voters as they do for all California voters.

B. Deadlines for RETURNING a ballot from outside the U.S.

For the 2008 General Election, federal absentee ballots and California VBM ballots must be received
from military and overseas voters by their county elections official not later than 8:00pm on election
day (Novemier 4, 2008).

C. Obtaining and casting a ballot from outside the U.S.

For federal elections, all voters who are outside the United States during the election and who were
domiciled in California immediately prior to departing from the United States havegheto use

a O0single federal postcar doéSdurce: CAeERctisns @de 8 o v ot e
3300

Such individuals may use the California VBM form available on¢the 8et ar y of St at eds w
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_mov.lonhe federal application obtainable from the
Federal Voting Assistance Programhép://wwwi/fvap.gov/pubs/onlinefpca.pdf

To qualify, a voter must meet the following requirements:

e S/he has complied with all applicable requirements concerning VBM registration for, and
voting by, VBM ballots;

e S/he doesot maintain a domicile, is not registered to vote, and is not voting in any other
state or precinct of a state or territory or in any territory or possession of the United
States besides California; and

¢ S/he has a valid passport or ID card and registraissued under the authority of the
Secretary of State of the United States

Sources: CA Elections Code 88 33Gind3302

Any such person may apply in writing to the county elections official where the person was last
domiciled prior to departure from the United St a
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be deemed an affidavit of registration and aniappbn for permanent VBM voter statuSource:
CA Elections Code § 3303

Timing

As soon as possible after the 60th day before the federal election, the county elections official shall
mail or deliver a ballot to each person who has requested registration as an overseas voter since the
last regularly scheduled federal electidhource: CA Elections Code § 3307

Ballotapplications and voted ballots shall be received from overseas voters and canvassed at the
same time and under the same procedure as all VBM balgxasirce: CA Elections Code § 3310

All VBM ballots cast pursuant to this chapter must be received by the county elections official not
later than 8 p.m. on the day of the applicable federal electi®ource: CA ElectionsCode § 3311

D. 0OSpecial 6 absentee voters
General Provisions for Special Absentee Voters
Under California law, electors who are military personnel or private citizens living outside the

United States, as well as their spouses and dependents, are considergde c i a | absentee v
Source: CA Elections Code § 300(b)

When a voter qualifies as a special absentee voter for aVBM ballot, the application is deemed to be
both an affidavit ofegistration and an application for permanent absentee voter stebasirces:

CA Elections Code 88 3108104and3303 A special absentee voter also may register to vote and
apply for a VBM ballot via facsimiBource: CA Electons Code § 3103(f)

A U.S. citizen living overseas should complete a "Federal Post Card Registration and Absentee Ballot
Request" and mail it to his or her local county elections official. This form is available at
http://www.fvap.gov/pubs/onlinefpca.pdf

I f an elections official receives an application
voter prior to the 60th day before the election, the official shall keep the applicatiorperkss it

on or after the 60th day prior to the electionSource: CA Elections Code § 3103(ajf an

application is rejected, the elections official shall return it to the applicéhttive reason for

rejection stated on it, together with a new blank applicatiddource: CA Elections Code 8§ 3106

If the application is accepted and filed, the elections official mumsediately send the voter an
approved official ballot and upon request by the special absentee voter, the elections official may
send the ballot to the voter by mail, facsimile, or electronic transmission. The elections official shall
include a list of lhcandidates who qualified for the ballot by the 60th day before the election and a
list of all measures that are to be submitted to the voters and on which the voter is qualified to

vote. The voter is entitled to write in the name of any specific cantdifiar any office listed on the
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ballot. Source: CA Elections Code 8 3103

Additional Privileges for Special Absentee Voters

California permits special absentee voters who are temparéisiing outside the United States or

the District of Columbia to return their ballots by facsimile transmission. To be counted, the
elections official must receive the faxed ballot no later than 8:00pm on election day. The faxed
ballot must be accompanieby an identification envelope containing all the information required by
Elections Code Section 301JAlthough the faxed ballot will not, of course, be enclosed in the
identificationenvelope, the statute requires that a copy of the completed envelope accompany the
faxed ballot. Source: CA Elections Code § 3103

Under Elections Code Section 3011, the following infatimn must accompany a faxed ballot:

e A declaration, under penalty of perjury, stating that the voter resides within the
precinct in which he or she is voting and is the person whose name appears on the
envelope

e The voterds signature

e The residence addresd the voter as shown on the affidavit of registration

e The date of signing

¢ A notice that the envelope contains an official ballot and is to be opened only by the
canvassing board

e A warning plainly stamped or printed on it that voting twice constitutes meri

e A warning plainly stamped or printed on it that the voter must sign the envelope in
his or her own handwriting in order for the ballot to be counted

e A statement that the voter has neither applied, nor intends to apply, for a VBM
ballot from any other jusdiction for the same election

e The name of the person authorized by the voter to return the absentee ballot (if

any)
e The relationship to the voter of the person authorized to return the VBM ballot (if

any)
e The signature of the person authorized to retuthe absentee ballot (if any)

Although a special absentee voter is permitted to return a voted ballot by fax, s/he is encouraged to
return the ballot by mail or in person if possible. A special absentee voter should return a ballot via
fax only if necessy for the ballot to be received by 8:00pm on election day. Elections officials are
required to adopt appropriate procedures to protect the secrecy of absentee ballots returned by
facsimile transmissioSource: CA Elections Code § 3103.5

Ballots received from special absentee and overseas voters shall be canvassed at the same time and
under the same procedure as regular VBM ball8turces: CA Elections Code 8§88 31G#hd331Q0

When an elections official receives a special absentee ballot by fax, the official must determine the

v ot er Oty toeoteibygcontparing the signature on the returned ballot with the signature on
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VOTING AND ELECTION DAY IN FORMATION

A.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Voters In Line When The Polls Close

If a voter is waiting in line at 8:00 p.m. (poll closing time), sdbstbe allowed to vote, regardless of
how long it takes the voter to reach the voting boottsource: CA Elections Code § 14401

Casting a Ballot

The precinct board will ask a voter to announce his or her name and address. If the voter is a first
time voter who registered by mail, s/he will be requiredprovide an acceptable form of

identification (see next section). After the precinct board confirms that a voter is properly
registered and qualified to vote, the precinct board will explain to the voter how to operate the
voting device and give the tar one official ballot. The precinct board will also explain how to fold
the ballot and place it in the envelope. The precinct board must provide additional information if a
voter requests information about operating the voting equipment after entahiegroting booth.
Source: CA Elections Code 88 142164271and14272

Voters should go into the voting booth alone, unless they require assistance with voting or have a
child under 18 with themSource: CA Elections Code 88 142814222and14224 Voters

requiring assistance, such as the elderly and the disabled, should request aspistancentering

the voting booth.

After Casting a Ballot: Time At the Polling Place

After leaving the voting booth, the voter should handle the ballot according to the instructions on it
and deliver the ballot to a precinct board member who will sepathe slip containing the ballot
number, hand the slip to the voter, and deposit the ballot in the ballot box in the presence of the
voter. Source: CA Elections Code § 14293The precinct board must mark the name of each
person who has voted on the rosterSources: CA Elections Code 88 142%hd14297

Voters cannot remain in the voting booth longer than ten (10) mindtes five (5) minutes in the
case of booths that use electronic voting systedrexcept where no other voter would be
inconvenienced. Voters also must immediately leave théngaibom after having cast their votes.
Sources: CA Elections Code 88 1422hd19363

Identification Required at the Polling Place

When is Proof of Identity Required?

There are only very | imited conditions under
identification. Poll workers may only require a voter to provide their identification if the roster
explcitly states that ID is required because the voter is a new voter who mailed in a voter
registration form. Sources: CA Elec. Code §1421&ndTitle 2, California Code of Reqgulations, 88
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20108.38(a) and (b)

If a voter designated as being required to provide identification either does not have any qualified
identification documents with himrdier, or does not wish to provide identification for any reason,
the voter is still eligible to cast a provisional ballot and should be politely offeredSmece:
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/poll_worker_training_guidelines_final_draftl.pdf

An applcant who previously registered to vote in California will not be required to prove his or her
identity while voting if an elections official determines the applicant previously voted in a Federal
election in California.

Additionally, applicants who registiey mail will not be required to provide proof of identity prior

to voting if they register to vote under the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act
(UOCAVA) , or if they are entitled to voagtfa oot her
the Elderly and Handicapped Act, or any other Federal law; or

Sources: CA Elections Code § 2150(a)(@ndCA Code of Reqgulations § 20108.38

What is o0Satisfactorydé Proof of Il dentification?

o0Satisfactory proof of identityod means that an a
has provided either: (a) a current and vabilabto identificationor (b) someother document
deemed by regulation to demonstrate satisfactory proof of identity.

e OPhoto ident i f iCA@oddeobRedulatioss, S2@l07(dyéls aldodument
oprovided by ardindmyicoutse gbkausiness that imclutdes the name and
photograph of the individual presenting it.o

driverds |license or identification card o
passport;

employee identification card,;

identification card provided by a commeroggtablishment;

credit or debit card;

military identification card,;

student identification card;

health club identification card;

insurance plan identification card; or

O O O O o o o o o o

public housing identification card.

e 00t her docume nGASLdde of Reguatidns, $1201D7(d)Ed a document that

Oincludes the name and address of the indivi
the | ast gener al el ection. 6 Exampl es incl uct
o utility bill;
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bank statement;
government check;

governmat paycheck;

o O O O

documentsssued by a governmental agency
e asample ballot issued
e avoter naotification card
e a public housing identification card
e aproperty tax statement
e a public transportation authority senior citizen discount card
e alease or rental stateemt or agreement
e astudent ID card
e atuition statement or bill,
e aninsurance plan card, or
e avehicle registration or certificate of ownership

o adischarge certificate, pardon, or other official document issued to the voter in
connection with the resolutin of a criminal case, indictment, sentence, or other
matter;

o identification document issued by governmental disability agencies, government
homeless shelters and other temporary or transitional facilities; or

0 adrug prescription issued by a government dwair other governmental health
care provider

E. Voting Procedure if a Voter Does Not Have Proper Identification

Every person who shows up at a polling place on Election Day is entitled to a provisional ballot,
even if there is a question about whether thag @ registered voterSource: CA Elections Code
§ 14310

And every person who votes a provisional ballot is provided free access to a system that maintains
the confidentiality of thevoter, while at the same time letting the person know if his or her ballot

was counted, and, if it was not, why it was not counted. Information about how to access each
countyds free access system can be found on
http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/type_of_free_access_system_1105.pdf

In the rare event where an applicant is required to provide ID, if that individual is not able to prove

identity in any manner suggested abovwert the poll worker should mark the voter index in a
Onegrejorative manner o to indicate that the voter
voter votes in a Federal election and then politely offer a provisional ballot to the v@eurce:
http://lwww.sos.ca.gov/elections/poll_worker _training_guidelines_final_draftl.pdf
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Citizenship Documents

Voters arenot required to present proof of citizenship to vote. Presentation of one of the forms of

photo identification or other satisfactory documenth at s hows the voterds
address) if necessas discussed aboves sufficient. Sourc€€A Code of Regulations, § 20107

Steps taken if a voterds name does not appear

That voter must be given the opportunity to vote by provisional ballS8burce: CA Elections
Code § 14310

See also the section on O0Challengeso

A.

C.

ASSISTANCE TO VOTERS AT THE POLLING PLA CE

Assistance to Voters Unable to Enter

Federal law requires voting booths and election materials to be easily used by elderly or disabled
voters. In addition, state guidelines promote accessibility for elderly or disabled voters. In those
polling place that remain inaccessible under the guidelines promulgated by the California Secretary
of State for accessibility by the physically handicapped, a physically handicapped person may
approach as near as possible to the voting area and request curbsidg.votin

In those precincts where it is impractical to vote a regular ballot outside the polling place, a
sufficient number of VBM ballots should be provided to accommodate physically handicapped
persons who present themselves on election day.

The VBM ballot Bould be presented to and voted by a physically handicapped person in the same
manner as a regular ballot may be voted by that person outside the polling place.

Sources: 42 U.S.C. § 1973 ar@A Elec. Code § 14282(c)

Assistance in the Voting Booth

Any individuals who declare under oath that they are unable to mark the ballot may receive
assistance at the voting booth. These voters may receive the assistance of up to two peoggie of th
choice, except their employer, an agent of their employer, or an officer or agent of their union.
Source: CA Elec. Code § 14282(a)

Nothing and no one shall prevent a voter from bgiaccompanied in the voting booth by a child or
children under the age of 18 i f tSowcecCAElkcd or
Code § 14222

Assistance to and A ccessibility for Voters with Disabilities
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Background: State & Federal Law

In 1968, the California Legislature enacted the California Disabled Persons Act, which declared that
the physically disabled are entitled to the same right as theladade=d to fulland free use of

streets, highways, sidewalks, walkways, public buildings, public facilities, and other public places and
to full and equal access to other places to which the general public is invilgd Civil Code, § 54,

et seq)

In 1979, the California Legislature enacted what is now numberédezsions Code section 12280
which specifically requires polling places to be accessible to voters with disabilities.

All eligible citizens have the right to register to vote unless judicially determined to be incompetent.

It is not wup to pol | wor ktierrgealifitation dredmpetentetoe a per s
vote.
Someti mes pol | wor ker s, upon seeing a voter who

competence to vote. If the individual is properly registered, the voter must be treated in the same
way as are all other vots and given the right to vote a ballot privately and without barriers.

Voters with disabilities should not be asked to fill out their ballots at the table where poll workers
are checking in voters, even if the voters have requested assistance irofillitigeir ballots.

Source: http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/poll_worker_training_guidelines_final_draftl.pdf

Accessible Voting System Requirements

Various federal laws also specifically require that polling places for federal elections must be
accessible taisabled and elderly voters. (42 U.S.C. §1973ee, et seq. and 42 U.S.C. 12101, et seq.)
Specifically, all voting systems used in an election for federal office to must "be accessible for
individuals with disabilities, including nonvisual accessibilitgddalind and visually impaired, in a
manner that provides the same opportunity for access and participation (including privacy and
independence) as for other voters."

States may satisfy this requirementeledgrontr ough t he
voting system or other voting system equipped for individuals with disabilities at each polling place."

And all voting systems purchased with federal funds after January 1, 2007, must be accessible to

voters with disabilitiesHAVA 8§ 301 et seq

Thus, it is the responsibility of county elections officials to include providing at least one disabled
accessible voting machine per polling place to ensure that persons with disabilities may vote
privately and independently. For the visually impaired, this means that the voting machine must have
an audio capability so that the voter can hear the ballot information. For this purpose, a county
elections official may utilize a direct recording elediic voting system or a ballot marking device

that includes an audio interface.
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Any voting system used in this state must first be certified by the Secretary of State after being
subject to vigorous testing. Additionally, California law requires thahehrect recording
electronic voting system contain an accessible weified paper audit trailSource: CA Elections
Code § 19250

Polling Place Accessibility Requiremed#s Lav

California law requires that in selecting polling places, an elections official must undertake necessary
measures to ensure that polling places are accessible to the physically handicappezt: CA
Elections Code § 12280

California | aw al so @ifapollind@ase if notraccassiblerthe precthad v ot i n
board member must take a regular ballot to the person with disabilities outside the polling place,
andthenr et urn the voted ballot to the polling place

approach as near as possible to the voting area to have elections officials bring them a roster to sign,
a ballot to vote, and any other voting materials they may neectkdr the voter is actually at a
curb, in a car, or otherwise located outside the polls.

If it is impractical for a voter with disabilities to vote a regular ballot outside the polling place, then
the voter should be provided with an absentee ballot, whsbbuld be voted and returned in the

same manner as the regular ball@ources: CA Elections Code § 14282(aend
http://lwww.sos.ca.gov/elections/election_2008/voting_rights_may_O&gdCtilitate accessibility
compliance, the Secretary of State has developBdling Place Accessibility Checklist found

at http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/final_ppas_supp_031tdm¥ used in evaluating California

polling places for access by voters with disabilities. The checklist survey focuses on evaluating a
proposed polling place both from a technigarspective (by taking and evaluating slope, grade, and
width-of-access measures, among others) and from a practical standpoint to ensure that all voters,
including those with disabilities, will be able to vote.

Key areas of concern include:

e parking, dre-off zones, public transportation stops, and loading areas

e polling place entrances, and

e pedestrian routes, including sidewalks, hallways, ramps, elevators, and lifts (both
exterior and interior), that voters use.

The U.S. Department of Justice providasother Checklist for Polling Places, which is promoted for
use by the California Secretary of Statenatw.ada.gov/votingck.htm

Upon request, a disabled voter mapersonsseledted e assi s
by the voter, other than the voter's employer, an agent of the voter's employer, or an officer or

agent of the union of which the vB8dureec CA s a membe
Elections Code § 14282(a)
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The precinct officers are required to keep a list of voters who have been assisted in marking their
ballots, and to return the list to the elections official to be preserved with other election materials
and records. Source: CA Elections Code § 14283

Finally, the Secretary of State also must ensure that blind and visually impaired voters are provided
with access that is equivalent that provided to sighted individuals, including the ability to cast and
verify votes by both visual and nonvisual means. At least one voting unit at each polling place must
provides access to blind or visually impaired vot&surce: CA Elections Code § 19227

Assistance in Languages Other Than English

California | aw expr ess e sEndishkspeaking atizenslslotildilbee 6 s 1 nt en
encouraged to vote, and obstaclesnggistration by norEngliskspeaking citizens should be
minimized. Source: CA Elections Code 8§ 2103(c)

If a county elections official finds that n&mgliskspeaking citizens compg 3 percent or more of
the voting age residents of a precinct, the elections official must make reasonable efforts to recruit
deputy registrars who are fluent in the language used by those citifma.ce: CA Elections Code

§ 2103(d)

In addition, if the number of residents of voting age in each county and precinct who are members
of a single language minority equals 3 percent or more of the voting age residents of a particular
county or precinct, election materials, including facsimile ballots, must be posted in the applicable
language at the affected polling places. .However, in precincts where ballots printed in a language
other than English are available for use by voters atpihiés, the posting of a facsimile ballot in that
particular language is not be require8ource: CA Elections Code § 14201

Based on the applicable provisions of the federal VotightR Act,all voting materials for federal
elections in California must be provided in Spanish as well as English. In addition, the following
California counties are covered political subdivisions with respeetdditionalanguages as noted
language:

e Alameda Chinese

e Colusa American Indian (Wintun)

e Imperial American Indian (Yuman)

e Los Angeles Chinese, Tagalog, Japanese, Korean, Vietnamese
e Orange Chinese, Korean, Vietnamese

¢ Riverside Central or South American Indian

e San Diego Tagalog

e San Fracisco Chinese

e San Matep Chinese

e Santa Clara Chinese, Tagalog, Vietnamese
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Source: 28 C.F.R. 55; updated at 67 Fed.Reg. 488873 (July 26, 2002).

The Secretary of Stateds website provides addit.i
than English dtttp://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/elections_multi.hincluding toHfree telephone
numbers and forms in several languages.

Assistance When Voters Mistakenly Mark a Ballo t

If a voter makes a mistake when voting the official ballot, s/he may return the spoiled ballot and
receive a new ballot from a polling place worker (or from the Elections Division if voting via VBM
ballot). The law restricts voters to receiving a maximof two replacement ballotsSource: CA
Elections Code §14288

The Secretary of State encourages poll workers to alert voters who spoil their first ballot that they
are only entitled o a total of three ballots, so to exercise caution when casting a replacement ballot.
Poll workers are also encouraged to tactfully offer training in how to properly cast a vote when a
voter has spoiled their first balloSource:
http://lwww.sos.ca.gov/atéons/poll_worker_training_guidelines_final_draftl.pdf

INFORMATION REGARDIN G VOTERS WHO HAVE MO VED

Moving Within the Same Precinct

All voters who move, even within the same precinct, shallegister to vote. Source: CA
Elections Code § 2116

Upon any such rgegistration, the registration containing the former address will be cancelled and
replaced with the registration containing the new addreSsurce: CA Elections Code § 2117

Moving Between Precincts Within the Same County

Voters who move within the same county mustregister to vote. Source: CA Elections Code 8§
2116

Upon any such reegistration, the registration containing the former address will be cancelled and
replaced with the registration containing the new addreSsurce: CA Elections Code § 2117

However, in lieu of executing a new affidavit of registration for a change of address within the
county, the county elections official will accept a notice or letter of the change of address signed by
a voter. Suchotice must be executed on or before the 15 day prior to the election and one of the
following must apply:

e The notification is postmarked on or before the 15th day prior to the election and received
in the mail by the county elections official;

e The notifcation is submitted to the DMV or accepted by any other public agency designated
as a voter registration agency; or
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e The notification is delivered to the county elections official by means other than those
described above on or before the 14th day prior tioe election.

Source: CA Elections Code § 2119

If a voter moves from one address to another in the same county and fails to reregister, the voter
may choosedo vote a provisional batt on election day at the polling place for his or her current
residence (upon showing proof of current residence), or at the office of the county elections official
or other central location designated by that elections offickalurce: CA Elections Code § 14311

A voter who moves within 14 days prior to Election Day also may vote at his or her old polling
location. Source: CA Elections Code § 2035

Moving Between Counties

When a voter moves from one county to another, the voter must execute a new affidavit of

registration, deliver the new affidavit pursuant to the standard procedures for registration, and meet

the standard registration deadlines (as set forth in Section llof this manual). In the affidavit of
registration for the new address, the voter must
registrationdé portion, whithewvbtehasertebesefbatert
address and replacing it with Saurces:eCé Elsctionsat i on at
Code §8 211&nd2118

If the move took place within 14 days of the election, the voter may vote at his or her old polling
location. Source: CA Elections Code § Zb.

If a county elections official receives a letter from a voter stating that the voter has moved to a new
address in another California county, the elections official must immediately notify the elections
official of the county to which the voter has med. Upon receipt of the notice, the elections

official of the county to which the voter has moved shall send to the voter a voter registration card,
and shall instruct the voter that in order to record a change of address, the voter mustgister

on anew affidavit of registration. The elections official must cancel the old registration for any
election occurring at least 29 days after the receipt of the lett€ource: CA ElectionsCode §

212Q

Moving to Another State

If a person moves to a state outside California with the intention of making it his or her domicile,
then the voter loses his or her domicile in California, and is no longer eligible to vote in California.
Source: CA Elections Code § 2022

If a person moves to a state outside California as a place of permanent residence, with the intention
of remaining there for an indefinite time, he or she los&sdr her domicile in California,
notwithstanding that he or she intends to return at some future time, and is no longer eligible to
vote in California.Source: CA Elections Code § 2023
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The mere intention to acquire a new domicile outside California, without the fact of actual moving,

does not affect a personds eligibility to vote,
California, without the vedidencéosdomicléSeurce:iCANn t o c ha
Elections Code § 2022

V. PROVISIONAL VOTING

IMPORTANT NOTE: A provisional ballot will only be counted if the local elections officials can verify

thevoter 6s el igibility. For this reason, it is al wa)
possible.

A provisional ballot cast in the wrong precinct will not simply be discarded. If voter eligibility can be
verified,only the votes fo the candidates and measures ¥anich the voter was entitled to vote in his
or her assigned precinahall be countedSource: CA Elections Code § 14310(c)(3)

A. Who Is Entitled to Vote on a Provisional Ballot?

I f there is any qu &vdteiabampolliagptacets/hahasthetighttaddcasta i g h't
provisional ballot. The voter must execute, in the presence of an elections official, a written affirmation
stating that the voter is eligible to vote and registered in the county where the voteirég to vote.

Source: CA Elections Code § 14310

There are many reasons why it may be appropriate for a voter to cast a provisional ballot rather than a
regular ballot, including th®llowing:

e Voterds name does not appear on the |ist of re
be verified at the polling place;

e Voter is designated on the list of registered voters as a-tirse voter who registered by mail
and is voting ira Federal election, but is unable, or refuses, to provide the required proof of
identity;

e Voter requested a VBM ballot, but has not returned the ballot by mail or brought it to the
polling place;

e Voter is voting during extended polling place hours as oedeby a state or federal court;

e Voter is registered to vote, but is attempting to vote in a precinct different from the one in
which the voter is registered or assigned; or

e Voter moved within a county, but did not update his/her voter registration infation to
reflect the move.

Source: http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/hava_compliance manual.htm

B. How are Provisional Ballots Processed?

Provisional ballots are placed in provisibballot envelopes, which are different in color from standard
ballot envelopes. The provisional ballot envelope also offers an opportunity for elections officials to
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capture information necessary to proe, sisf tthlkee vwd tea
identification has not been validated through
number or the last four digits of his or her social security number as part of the provisional voting
process will better enable elgons officials to process the provisional ballot and clear any potential
registration hurdles prior to the end of the canvass period.

The provisional ballots are taken, along with the regular ballots, to the canvassing area. During the

official canvas#he elections official compares the signature on each provisional ballot envelope with the

S i

gn

Cal

\

ature on that voterds affidavit of registrati
signature on the envelope has been verified, the ballotparsgéed from the envelope and counted as a

regul ar ball ot . I f the voterds registration cann
for not counting the ballot is recordedSource: CA Elections Code § 14310(c)(1)

The
favor of the |Boure: iCA ElectinasiCode & 14812 . 6

application of | aws and regulations rel ati

Every person who votes a provisional ballot is provided free access to a system that maintains the
confidentiality of the voter, while at the same time letting the person know if his or her ballot was

counted, and, if t was not , why it was hnot counted. I nform
access system can be found lutp://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/type_of_free_accessesysi105.pdf

V.

A.

B.

CHALLENGES

Grounds for challenging a voterds right to

A person offering to vote may be orally challenged within the polling mabteby a member of the
precinct board and only upon the following grounds:

The individual is not the pebn whose name appears on the index;
The individual is not a resident of the precinct;

The individual is not a U.S. citizen;

The individual has already voted; or

The individual is on parole for conviction of a felony.

Source:CA Elections Codeg 14240

Chall enging a per betome&lsctionbayht to vot e

A voter may only be challenged on election day, in the polling place, by a precinct official. No one
else may challenge a voter prospective voter at any time.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, if precinct board member receives any document or list concerning
the residence or other voting qualifications of any person or persons, with an express or implied
suggestion that the person(be challenged, the precinct board member must determine whether
there is any independent evidence that would provide probable cause to justify or substantiate a

)

i
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challenge.

Before deciding whether to use any such document or a list, the precinct boardbar must

immediately contact the inspector of elections to describe the document or list and any evidence
bearing on voting qualifications. The elections official must advise all of the precinct board members
as to the sufficiency of probable cause ifostituting and substantiating the challenge. The elections
official may, if necessary, designate a deputy to receive and answer inquiries from precinct board

members about any such prompted challerggurce: CA Elections Code§ 14240

C. Making a challenge on Election Day

Each of the five (5) permissible challenge grounds listed above carries a specific set of permissible
responses

el ections

of fi

cialds acti

Election Official Action

ons

and voter

Voter Challenge Ground

Not the person whose name
appears on the index

Administer the following oath
OYou do swear (or affirm) thaf
you are the person whose na
is entered on the index.

Voter Response

If the voter takes the oath, the
voter mustbe allowed to vote.

Not a resident of the precinct

Swear in the individual to
answer questions, and after
having so A=wou
a resident of this precinct?

If the answer to the question is
oYes, 6 no
asked and the voter ost be
allowed to vote

Not a U.S. citizen

Such challeng
determinedd b
board, which may also reque
any other person present in
the polling place to be sworn
and answer questions if the
board believes that the perso
has inbrmation concerning
the facts of the challenge

Not stated in elections code

Voter has already voted

Administer the following oath
oYou do swear (or affirm) that
you have not previously voteq
this election, either by vote by
mail ballot or at a polliptaced

If the voter takes the oath, the
voter must be allowed to vote.

On parole for felony conviction

Elections official must rely on
the certified statement from
county clerk documenting
names of those who are
currently imprisoned or on

parole for afelony conviction

Right to vote is automatically
restored upon completion of
imprisonment, including any
period of parole (and re
registering)
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If any person challenged refuses to take any of the oaths tendered, or refuses to be sworn and to
answer the gestions concerning his or her residence, the person will not be allowed to vote.

Any doubt in the interpretation of the law will be resolved in favor of the challenged voter.

Sources: CA Election Code 8§ 142414251
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POST-ELECTION PROCEDURES

l. CLOSING THE POLLS

A. Protocol for closing polling places

All members of the precinct board must be present at the closing of the p8itsirce: CA
Elections Code 814400

When the polls are closed, Thepolsaredasdde Annys vouled p
who is in line at 8 p.m. must be allowed to vofources: CA Elections Code 88 144@hd14402

If there is a line when the polls close, the Secretary of State encourages poll workers to select a
precinct officer to stand athte back of the line to let others know the polls have closed. Any voter
who arrives after the polls have closed may not be allowed to vote, even if voting is still ongoing
when they arrive because of voters who were in line to vote before the polls cldSedrce:
http://lwww.sos.ca.gov/elections/poll_worker_training_guidelines_final_draftl.pdf.

If a court order extends the time that the polls are open, then the law requires that all voters must
be allowed to cast provisional ballots during the extended tpedod. Provisional ballots cast

during the extended time period must be kept separate from other provisional ballots cast
throughout the day, in the event a legal determination is made that the polls should not have been
kept open.Source: CA Elections Code §14402.5

B. Procedure for Reconciling Ballots

Step 1. Immediately upon closing the polls and before any voted ballot is taken from any ballot
container, the precinct board member must,the presence of all persons in the room who may
desire to observe them, render all unused ballots unusable using one of three (3) means:

¢ Drawing an 0X06 across each ball ot , in ink ol
square;

e Tearing or cuting each ballot so that it is apparent that the ballot has been intentionally
destroyed to prevent its use, but taking care to retain the serial number on the ballot for
reconciliation purposes; or

e Placing all unused ballots into a special tamperproofaioer provided for that purpose.

Source: CA Elections Code §14403

Step 2. Immediately after the unused ballots are destroyed, the precinct board members must
remove the voted batits from the ballot container and take them out of the secrecy envelopes or
detach them from the secrecy stubs. If an envelope or stub is also ainritellot and a writein

vote has been registered thereon, then the ballot card must not be separatedtfie envelope or
stub. If two or more separate ballot cards have been used in the election, the precinct board shall
sort them into groups according to seriesSource: CA ElectionsCode § 1442(R).
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Step 3. After completing these actions, the precinct board must count the number of ballot cards

in each group, and certify the number of ballots cast on the voting roster. If there is any discrepancy
between the number of voters listeid the roster and the number of ballots voted, all of the

precinct board members must sign a statement explaining the reason for the differSnaece:

CA Elections Code § 14476).

Step 4. The precinct board next must group voted ballot cards, voted separate vimiteallots, and
spoiled and void ballots (if any) as directed by the elections official and place them in containers. All
ballots, along with the containers for voted balt@rds, must then be placed in boxes that must be
sealed and delivered as soon as possible to designated receiving centers or central counting places
along with the unused ballots, supplies, and other materials as directed by the elections official.
Source: CA Elections Code § 14421

Step 5. The precinct board must enclose and seal all voted, spoiled, canceled, or unused ballots in
one or more packages, as determined by the electioffisial and must enclose and seal in one or
two packages, as determined by the elections official, all of the following:

e Two tally sheets (if ballots will be tabulated manually at the precinct);
e Roster of voters;

e Copy of the index used as the voting raco

e List of challenges issued at the polling place and their result; and

e List of voters who requested assistance.

Sources: CA Elections Code 88 1443hd14432.

Precinct board members must account for all ballots delivered to them by returning a sufficient
number of unused ballots to make up, when added to the number of official ballots cast and the
number of spded and canceled ballots returned, the number of ballots given to theaurce: CA
Elections Code §14405

Finally, owithout delay, 6 two pr esealethpatkagese mber s n
containing the lists, papers, and ballots to the elections official or to a receiving station designated by
the elections officialSource: CA Elections Code § 14434

COUNTING THE BALLOTS - GENERALLY

Semifinal Official Canvass

The "semifinal official canvass" is the public process of collecting, processing, and tallying ballots on
election night. The semifinal official canvass may include some or all of the VBM wistbped
vote totals.Source: CA Elections Code§ 353.5

County elections officials must conduct a semifinal official canvass for every election by tabulating
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the VBM and precinct ballo@nd compiling the results. The semifinal official canvass must begin
immediately upon the close of the polls and continue without break until all precincts are accounted
for. Source: CA Elections Code§ 15150

County elections officials must transmit the semifinal official results to the Secretary of State
based on the schedule issued by the Secretary prior to each elecBonrce: CA Elections Codes
15151

The Official Canvass

The "official canvass" is the public process of processing and tallying all ballots received in an
election, including, but not limited to, provisional ballots and VBM ballots not iedludthe

semifinal official canvass. The official canvass also includes the process of reconciling ballots,
attempting to prohibit duplicate voting by VBM and provisional voters, and performing a manual tally
of one (1) percent of all precinctsSource: CA Elections Code§ 335.5

The official canvass must begin no later than the Thursday following the election and must be open
to the public. The official canvass must be continued daicept on Saturdays, Sundays, and
holidays) for at least six (6) hours each day until complet®durce: CA Elections Code§ 15301
Election officials have 35 days to complete tamvass for the upcoming electi@®ource: CA

Elections Code§ 15375.

While conducting the official canvass, county election official must:

e Inspect all materials and supplies returrmdpoll workers.Sources: CA Elections Code &
15201 1520215208and 15302

e Reconcile the number of signatures on the roster with the number of ballots recorded on
the ballot statementSource: CA Elections Code8 15302

¢ Reconci the number of ballots received from each polling place with the number of ballots
cast (as indicated on the ballot statemeifithny discrepancies are found in the signature
reconciliation processSource: CA Elections Code§ 15302

e Reconcile the number of ballots counted, spoiled, canceled, or invalidated due to identifying
marks or overvotes with the number of votes recorded by the vote counting system
(including voteby-mail and proisional ballots)Source: CA Elections Code§ 15302

e Process and count all valid veltg-mail and provisional ballots that were not included in the
semifinal official canvagource: CA Elections Code§ 15302

e Count any valid writdén votes.Sources: CA Elections Code8§ 15302, 15348nd15342

e Reproduce any damaged ballots, if neces&uyrces: CA Elections Codes§ 1520815210
and 15302

¢ Report final results to the governing board and the Secretary of State, as reqBwacte:
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During the official canvass, county elections officials must examine the records with respect to all

CA Elections Codeg 15302

COUNTING PROVIS IONAL BALLOTS

provisional ballots cast. The elections officials must compare the sighature on each provisional
of registrati

ballot envelope with the signature onthexx er 6 s af fi davi t

match, the ballot will be rejected.

Provisional ballots areot includeth any canvass (semiofficial or official), unless and until:

e the election
official canvass or

e a superior court in the county

of ficial ete ptriar olthe commesion bfthe ¢ |

provision ballot(s) to be counted.

of t

ai ma

he votero

The provisional ballot of a voter who is otherwise entitled to vote shall hetrejected because the
voter did not cast his or her ballot in the precinct to which he or she was assigned by the elections
official. Source: CA Elections Code § 14310

COUNTING VOTE -BY-MAIL BALLOTS

Procedures for Counting Vote

There are three
processing the actual ballots and (3) tabulating the votes.

-by-Mail Ballots

steps involved

Wi

th oOcount.

e Processing Return Envelop&ounty ekction officials may process VBM ballot

return envelopes beginning 29 days before the election.

Processing votdy-mail ballot return envelopes may include verifying the voter's
signature on the ballot return envelope and updating voter history records.
Source: CA Elections Code 8§ 15104)

Processing Actual BallofEhe vote tallying process begins with the VBM ballots

before election night. Any county that counts its ballots by corepiall 58

n

go

California counties do) may begin processing VBM ballots seven (7) days before the
election. Source: http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_oc.Rtwcessing

VBM ballots includes: opening verified VBM return envelopes, removing the ballots,

duplicating any damaged ballots, and preparing the ballots to be machine read.
Source: CA Elections Code § 15104)

Special counting boards must be appointed to count the VBM balldke télly is

done by hand, there must be at least four persons for each office or proposition to
be counted; one person reads from the ballot, the second watches for any error or
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improper vote, and the other two keep the tallgource: CA Elections Code §
15102

e Tabulating VotesVote tabulation may not begin, under any circumstances, until
after the close of polls on election day. Mail ballots not processed by that time and
all thosereceived on election day, either through the mail or at the precincts, are
tabulated during the official canvass of the voteource:
http://lwww.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_oc.htm

The counting and canvassing of VBM ballots shall be conducted imtkeensanner
and under the same regulations as used for ballots cast in a precinct polling place.
Source: CA Elections Code § 15109

B. Rejecting Vote -by-Mail Ballots
VotebyMail ballots @& not counted in the two scenarios, as follows:

e The signature on the VBM ballot return envel
registration signature or the applicant is not a qualified voter in the preci@oturce: CA
Elections Code § 3019

e The ballot is not marked as provided by law or is marked or signed by the voter in a way
that it can be identifiedSource: CA Elections Code § 15154

V. CONTESTING AN ELECTI ON

A. Who May Contest an Election and How

Any U.S. citizen who is at least 18 years old and a resident of an election precinct at least 15 days
prior to an election (and odoboesthe mustdilpawnttep cont est
statement with the clerk of the superior court having jurisdiction specifically declaring:

e His or her name and the fact that he or she is an elector in the district or county in which
the contested election was held;

The name of the defendant;

The office being contested;

The particular grounds of contest and section of the California Elections Code under which
the statement is filed; and

e The date of on which the electionds results
Source: CA Elections Code §16400

B. Proper Bases for Contesting an Election
Election contests may be brought for any of the following causes, alleging:

e that a precinct board is guilty of malconduct;

. 57 :
\ National Campaign For LAWYERS’ COMMITTEE FOR
# FAIR ELECTIONS October 2, 2008 @ CIVIL RIGHTS

u N D E R L A W

www.nationalcampaignforfairelections.org


http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15102.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15102.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15102.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15109.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3019.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3019.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/3019.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/15154.html
http://law.onecle.com/california/elections/16400.html

e that a persorwho has been declared elected to an office was not, at the time of the
election, eligible to that office;

e that a named defendant has bribed or offered to bribe an elector or precinct board
member for the purpose of procuring the def et

e thatillegal votes were cast;

¢ that eligible voters who attempted to vote in accordance with California law were denied
their right to vote;

¢ that the precinct board made errors in conducting the election or in canvassing returns that
were sufficient to change ¢houtcome of an election; or

e that there was an error in the voteounting programs or summation of ballot counts.
Source: CA Elections Code § 16100

RECOUNT PROCEDURES

Recounts Ordered by an Elections Official

A precinctds elections official may order that t
if both of the following apply:
e The el ections official has reasonabl e cau

miscouwnted; and

e The elections official has examined the precinct board members under oath (or the
counting board if the ballots were counted by a central counting system), and they
are unable to explain their precinctods re

Source: CA Elections Code § 15610

Recounts Requested by a Voter

Within five (5) days after the official canvass has been completed, any voter may file a written
request with the Secretary of State (or the applicablections official responsible for conducting
the election in the county where the voter seeks the recount) for a recount of the votes cast for:

e candidates for any office,
o for slates of presidential electors, or
o for or against any measure

On recount, bdbts may be challenged for incompleteness, ambiguity, or other defects by having:
e the person who challenges the ballot state the reason for the challenge;

¢ the official counting the ballot count it as s/he believes proper and then setting it
aside with anotation as to how it was counted; and

¢ the elections official determine whether the challenge will be allowed before the
recount is completed
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The decision of the elections official is final.

Generally speaking, the requesting voter must bear all costciaéed with a votefrequested
recount, which must be conducted publiclgources: CA Elections Code 88 156245634

Court -Ordered Recount

Within 25 days following an electioa,district attorney (upon request from a grand jury or county
board of supervisors) may petition the superior court for an order directing a public recount of
ballots tabulated in any precincts in any designated county.

The petition can only be made onby the following grounds:

¢ Misconduct that likely affected the result of an election and/or

e Errors or failures in the safekeeping, handling, tallying, counting, recording, or
certification of ballots or votes cast, sufficient to make it likely that theuteof the
election was affected or sufficient to cast substantial doubt on the accuracy of the
results without regard to affecting any result.

The petition may be opposed at hearing by any interested patyan order may be issued only if
the court males a finding that there is probable cause to believe that one or more of the grounds
exist

The court may order further recounts as it deems proper based on the results of the ordered
recount(s). The court must declare the recount results and order teeults of any election
affected by any recount to be corrected.

The court may order that costs for any such recount may be borne in whole or in just proportion
by any person or any public agency, or both, who petition for the recount.

Sources: CA Elections Code 8§88 15645642
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APPENDIX

SECTION | 8 STATEAND LOCAL ELEC TION OFFICIALS
CHIEF ELECTION OFFICER:

CAElecims Code A 10 provides that oOthe Secretary of
and has the powers and duties specified in Secti ol

CA Constitution Art. 5 A2 provi dfgthyedr atthesamehe Gov e
time and places as members of the Assembly and hold office from the Monday after January 1 following

the election until a successor qualifies. The Governor shall be an elector who has been a citizen of the

United States and a reknt of this State for 5 years immediately preceding the Governor's election.

The Governor may not hold other public office. N

CA Constitution Art. 5 A1l provides tadnteoller, 0t he Li el
Secretary of State, and Treasurer shall be elected at the same time and places and for the same term as

the Governor. No Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, Controller, Secretary of State, or

Treasurer may serve in the same officeformoreda n 2 t er ms. 6

DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE :

CA Government Code 82172.5 provides that:

The Secretary of State is the chief elections officer of the state, and shall administer the
provisions of the Elections Code. &hSecretary of State shall see that elections are
efficiently conducted and that state election laws are enforced. The Secretary of State
may require elections officers to make reports concerning elections in their
jurisdictions.

If, at any time, the Sedary of State concludes that state election laws are not being
enforced, the Secretary of State shall call the violation to the attention of the district
attorney of the county or to the Attorney General. In these instances, the Secretary of
State may asstithe county elections officer in discharging his or her duties.

In order to determine whether an elections law violation has occurred the Secretary of
State may examine voted, unvoted, spoiled and canceled ballots;cowtding
computer programs, absenbter envelopes and applications, and supplies referred to in
Section 14432 of the Elections Code. The Secretary of State may also examine any
other records of elections officials as he or she finds necessary in making his or her
determination, subject tehe restrictions set forth in Section 6253.5.

The Secretary of State may adopt regulations to assure the uniform application and
administration of state election laws.

CA Elections Code A15500 provides thast o0the Secre
results from the semifinal official canvass received from the elections officials, shall compile the

results for the offices and measures listed in Section 15151, which compilation shall be

continued without adjournment until completed. The Secretafystate shall immediately make
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public the results of the compilation as to those offices and measures. The Secretary of State
also shall compile and make those results reported pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 15375
available to any personororganat i on upon request. o

CA Elections Code A15502 provides that owithin 12
vote, the Secretary of State, upon the basis of the information provided, shall compile a

supplement to the statement of the vote, showirdggethumber of votes cast in each county, city,

Assembly district, senatorial district, congressional district and supervisorial district for each

candidate for the offices of presidential elector, Governor, and United States Senator, depending

on the offices to be filled, and on each statewide ballot proposition. A copy of this supplement

shall be made available, upon request, to any elector of this state.

CouNnTY ELECTION OFFICIALS

OEl ection official 6 Defined

CA Elections Code 8320 ef i nes oel ection officialsd6 as beingbo:

(a) A clerk or any person who is charged with the duty of conducting an election.

(b) A county clerk, city clerk, registrar of voters, ofeetions supervisor having jurisdiction over
elections within any county, city, or district within the state.
How to Contact County Election Officials

Al t hough the Secretary of Stateds website maintai.l
Cal i for ni a atp:/vbvd.sos.calgov/ieleceoss/elections_d.jitreaders are advised that this
website isnot updated frequently.

Based on inquiries to each of the 58 countitm following list of election officials is accurate as of June
30, 2008:

Alameda (01)
Dave Macdonald, Registrar of Voters
1225 Fallon Street, Room-G
Oakland, CA 94612
(510) 2726933
(510) 2726982 Fax
Hours: 8:30 a.m: 5:00 p.m.
Website:www.acgov.org/rov/index.htm

Alpine (02)
Barbara Howard, County Clerk
99 Water (Federal Express Only)
Markleeville, CA 96120
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 158
Markleeville, CA 96120
(530) 6942281
(530) 6942491 Fax
Hours: 8:30 a.nm: 12:00 p.m. / 1:00 p.m.5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:coclerk@alpinecountyca.gov
Website:www.alpinecountyca.gov/departnisftounty_clerk
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Amador (03)
Sheldon D. Johnson, Registrar of Voters
810 Court Street
Jackson, CA 95642132
(209) 2236465
(209) 2236467 Fax
Hours: 8:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:Elections@co.amador. s
Website:www.co.amador.ca.us/depts/elections/index.htm

Butte (04)
Candace Grubbs, County ClefRecorderRegistrar
25 County Center Drive
Oroville, CA 959653375
(530) 5387761
(800) 8947761 (Butte County Only)
(530) 5386853 Fax
Hours: 9:00 a.nt 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:elections@buttecounty.net
Website: http://clerkrecorder.buttecounty.net

Calaveras (05)
Karen Varni, County Clerk
Elections Department
891 Mountain Ranch Road
San Andreas, CA 95249
(209) 7546376
(209) 7546733 Fax
Hours: 8:00 a.m: 4:00 p.m.
Website: http://www.co.calaveras.ca.us/departments/recorder.asp

Colusa (06)
Kathleen Moran, County ClerRecorder
546 Jay Street, Suite 200
Colusa, CA 95932
(530) 4580500
(530) 4580512 Fax
Hours: 8:30 a.n- 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:info@colusacountyclerks.com
Website:www.colusacountyclerk.com

Contra Costa (07)
Stephen L. Weir, County Clerk
555 Escobar Street

Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 271
Martinez,CA 94553

(925) 3357800

(877) 3357802 (Domestic)
(925) 3357842 Fax

Hours: 8:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.
Website:www.cocovote.us
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Del Norte (08)
Vicki Frazier, County ClerdRecorder
981 H Street, Room 160
Crescent Ciy, CA 95531
(707) 4647216
(707) 4650383
(707) 4650321 Fax
Hours: 8:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:vfrazier@co.dehorte.ca.us

El Dorado (09)
William E. Schultz, Record&lerk/Registrar of Voters
2850 Fairlane Court
Placerville, CA 95667

Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 678001

Placerville, CA 95667

(530) 6217480

(530) 6265514 Fax

Hours: 8:00 a.nt 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:recorderclerk@co.eldorado.caus
Website:www.co.etdorado.ca.us/elections

Fresno (10)
Victor E. Salazar, County Clerk/Registrar of Voters
2221 Kern Street
Fresno, CA 93721
(559) 4883246
(559) 4883279 Fax
Hours: 8:30 a.m- 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:kmcclue@co.fresno.ca.us
Website: http://www.co.fresno.ca.us/DepartmentPage.aspx?id=14199

Glenn (11)
Vince T. Mio, County ClerkRecorder
516 W. Sycamore Street
Willows, CA 95988
(530) 9346414
(530) 9346485 Fax
Hours: 8:00 a.n 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:elections@countyofglenn.net
Website:www.countyofglenn.net/Elections/home_page.asp

Humboldt (12)
Carolyn Wilson Crnich, County Clerk, Recorder and Registrar of Voters
3033 H Street, Room 20
Eureka, CA 95501
(707) 4457481
(707) 4457204 Fax
Hours: 8:30 a.m= 12:00 p.m. / 1:00 p.m.5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:humboldt_elections@co.humboldt.ca.us
Website:www.co.humboldt.ca.us/election
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Imper ial (13)
Dolores Provencio, County CleHRecorder
940 West Main Street, Suite 202
El Centro, CA 92243865
(760) 4824226
(760) 3374182 Fax
Hours: 8:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:doloresprovenm@co.imperial.ca.us
Website:www.imperialcounty.net/Election

Inyo (14)
Mary Roper, County Clerk/Registrar of Voters
168 North Edwards
P.O. Drawer F
Independence, CA 93526
(760) 8780224
(760) 878-1805 Fax
Hours: 8:00 a.m: 12:00 p.m. / 1:00 p.m.5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:mroper@inyocounty.us
Website:www.countyofinyo.org/Recaler/RecorderElectionsWebsite.htm

Kern (15)
Ann Barnett, AuditorController/County Clerk/Registrar of Voters
Elections Office
1115 Truxtun Avenue
Bakersfield, CA 93301
(661) 8683590
(800) 4528683
(661) 8683768 Fax
Hours: 8:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:barnetta@co.kern.ca.us
E-Mail:brockmans@co.kern.ca.us
Website:http://elections.co.kern.ca.us/elenis/

Kings (16)
Ken Baird, County ClerdRecorder
Government Center
1400 West Lacey Boulevard
Hanford, CA 93230
(559) 5823211 Ext. 4401
(559) 5858453 Fax
Hours: 8:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:erose@co.kngs.ca.us
Website:www.countyofkings.com/acr/elections/index.htm

Lake (17)
Diane C. Fridley, Registrar of Voters
255 North Forbes Street
Lakeport, CA 95453
(707) 2632372
(707) 2632742 Fax
Hours: 9:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:dianef@co.lake.ca.us
Website:www.co.lake.ca.us/Government/Department@&itory/Registrar_of Voters.htm
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Lassen (18)
Julie Bustamante, County CleRecorder
220 South Lassen Street, Suite 5
Susanville, CA 96130
(530) 2518217
(530) 2573480 Fax
Hours: 9:00 a.nm- 12:00 p.m. / 1:00 p.m.4:00 p.m.
E-Mail:Icclerk@co.lassen.ca.us
Website: http://clerk.lassencounty.org/registrar.htm

Los Angeles (19)
Dean Logan, RegistraRecorder/County Clerk
12400 Imperial Hwy.
Norwalk, CA 90650

Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 1024

Norwalk, CA 906511024

(562) 4661310 Phone

(800) 8152666 (LA County Only)
(562) 9294790 Fax

Hours: 8:00 a.n 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:voterinfo@rrcc.co.laca.us
Website:www.lavote.net

Madera (20)
Rebecca Martinez, County ClefRecorder
200 W. 4th Street
Madera, CA 93637
(559) 6757720
(559) 6757870 Fax
Hours: 8:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:elections@madergounty.com
Website:www.maderacounty.com/countyclerk/index.html

Marin (21)
Elaine Ginnold, County Clerk/Registrar of Voters
3501 Civic &nter, Room 121
San Rafael, CA 94903

Mailing Address:

P.O. Box E

San Rafael, CA 9498304

(415) 4996456

(415) 4996447 Fax

Hours: 8:00 a.n 4:30 p.m.

Website: http://co.marin.ca.us/depfRV/main/index.cfm

Mariposa (22)
Keith Williams, County Clerk
Hall of Records
4982 10th Street
P.O. Box 247
Mariposa, CA 95338
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(209) 9662007

(209) 9666496 Fax

Hours: 8:00 a.nt 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:cprogner@mariposacounty.org
Website:www.mariposacounty.org

Mendocino (23)
Susan M. Ranochak, Asses€aunty ClerkRecorder
Elections Department
501 Low Gap Rd., Room 1020
Ukiah, CA 95482
(707) 4634371
(707) 4634257 Fax
Hours: 8:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:acr@co.mendocino.ca.us
Website:www.co.mendocino.ca.us/acr/elections.htm

Merced (24)
M. Stephen Jones, County Clerk/Registrar
2222 "M" Street, Room 14
Merced, CA 95340
(209) 3857541
(209) 3857387 Fax
Hours: 8:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:webmaster@data.co.merced.ca.us
Webstie: www.co.merced.ca.us/elections/index.html

Modoc (25)
Judith Stevens, County Auditor/Clerk/Recorder
204 S. Court Street
Alturas, CA 96101
(530) 2336200
(530) 2336666 Fax
Hours: 8:30a.m.- 12:00 p.m. / 1:00 p.m.5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:judi_stevens@modoccounty.us

Mono (26)
Renn Nolan, County ClerdRecorder
Christy Robles, Acting ClerRecorderRegistrar
Annex |, School Street. (LibraBuilding)
Bryant Street

Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 237

Bridgeport, CA 93517

(760) 9325537

(760) 9325531 Fax

Hours: 9:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:rnolan@mono.ca.gov
E-Mail:crobles@mono.ca.gov
Website:www.monocounty.ca.gov/departments/elections/elections. Moniterey (27)
Linda Tulett, Registrar of Voters
1370 S. Main St# B
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Salinas, CA 93901

Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 4400

Salinas, CA 93912

(831) 7961499

(831) 7555485 Fax

Hours: 8:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:electionmail@montereycountyelections.us
Website: http://MontereyCountyElections.us

Napa (28)
John Tuteur, AssessdrecorderCounty Clerk
Napa County Registrar of Voters
900 Coombs Street, Room 256
Napa, CA 945592946
(707) 2534321
(707) 2534390 Fax
Hours: 8:00 a.nt 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:elections@co.napa.ca.us
Website:www.co.napa.ca.us/Gov/Departments/DeptDefault.asp?DID31 36

Nevada (29)
Gregory J. Diaz, ClerRecorder, Registrar of Voters
950 Maidu Avenue
Nevada City, CA 95959
(530) 2651298
(530) 2659829 Fax
Hours: 8:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:gregory.diaz@co.neda.ca.us
Website: http://new.mynevadacounty.com/elections/

Orange (30)
Neal Kelley, Registrar of Voters
1300 South Grand Ave., Bldg. C
Santa Ana, CA 92705

Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 11298

Santa Ana, CA 92711

(714) 5677600

(714) 5677556 Fax

Hours: 8:00 a.n 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:ocvoter@ocgov.com
Website:www.ocvote.com

Placer (31)
Jim McCauley, County Clef#RecorderRegistrar
2956 Richardson Drive
Auburn, CA 95603

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 5278
Auburn, CA 95604
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(530) 8865650

(530) 8865688 Fax

Hours: 8:00 a.nt 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:election@placer.ca.gov
Website:www.placer.ca.gov/elections

Plumas (32)
Kathleen Williams, County ClerRecorderRegistrar of Voters
520 Main Street, Room 102
Quincy, CA 95971
(530) 2836256
(530) 2836155 Fax
Hours: 8:00 am. - 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:elections@countyofplumas.com
Website:www.countyofplumas.com/clerkrecorder/elections/index.htm

Riverside (33)
Barbara Dunmore, Registrar of Voters
2724 Gateway Drive
Riverside, CA 92500918
(951) 4867200
(951) 4867335 Fax
Hours: 8:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:rovweb@co.riverside.ca.us
Website:www.voteinfo.net

Sacramento (34)
Jill LaVine, Registrar of Voters
7000 65th Street
Sacramento, CA 95823315
(916) 8756451
(916) 8756228 Fax
Hours: 8:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:voterinfo@saccounty.net
Website:www.saccounty.net/elections

San Benito (35)
Joe Paul Gonzalez, County Clekkditor-Recorder
Courthouse, Room 206
440 Fifth Street
Hollister, CA 9503-3843
Bi-Lingual Contact Guadalupe Maldonado
(831) 6364029
(831) 6362939 Fax
Hours: 8:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.
Website: http://www.sbcvote.us/

San Bernardino (36)
Kari Verjil, Registrar of Voters
777 East Rialto ¥enue
San Bernardino, CA 9241%/70
(909) 3878300
(909) 3872022 Fax
Hours: 8:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.

68 ,

National Campaign For October 2. 2008 /\ LAWYERS: CONMITTER FON
FAIR ELECTIONS ! M CrviL RIGHTS
www.nationalcampaignforfairelections.org U N D E R L A W


mailto:election@placer.ca.gov
http://www.placer.ca.gov/elections
mailto:elections@countyofplumas.com
http://www.countyofplumas.com/clerkrecorder/elections/index.htm
mailto:rovweb@co.riverside.ca.us
http://www.voteinfo.net/
mailto:voterinfo@saccounty.net
http://www.saccounty.net/elections
http://www.sbcvote.us/

E-Mail:rovwebmail@rov.sbcounty.gov
Website: http://www.sbcounty.gov/rov/general_info/default.asp

San Diego (37)
Deborah Seiler, Registrar of Voters
5201 Ruffin Road, Suite |
San Diego, CA 92123

Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 85656

San Diego, CA 92186656

(858) 5655800

(800) 6960136

(858) 6942955 Fax

Hours: 8:00 a.n 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:rovmail@sdcounty.ca.gov
Website:www.sdcounty.ca.gov/voters/Eng/Eindex.html

San Francisco (38)
John Arntz, Director of Elections
City Hall- 1 Dr. Carlton B Goodlett Place, Room 48
San Francisco, CA 9413535
(415) 5544375
(415) 5547344 Fax
Hours: 8:00 a.n 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:sfvote @$gov.org

Website:www.sfgov.org/site/elections_index.asp

San Joaquin (39)
Austin Erdman, Interim Registrar of Voters
212 North San Joaquin Street
Stockton, CA 95202

Mailing Address:

P.0.Box 810

Stockton, CA 95209810

(209) 4682885

(209) 4682889 Fax

Hours: 8:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:www.sjcrov.org/contact.html

Website:www.sjcrov.org

San Luis Obispo (40)
Julie Rodewald, County ClefRecorder
1055 Monterey Street, Room {220
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408
(805) 7815228
(805) 7811111 Fax
Hours: 8:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:tgong@co.slo.ca.us
Website www.slocounty.ca.gov/clerk.htm
San Mateo (41)
Warren Slocum, Assessetounty ClerkRecorder
40 Tower Road
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San Mateo, CA 94402

(650) 3125222

(650) 3125348 Fax

Hours: 8:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.

E-Mait reqgistrar@smecare.org
Website:www.shapethefuture.org

Santa Barbara (42)
Joseph E. Holland
County Clerk, Recorder and Assessor
130 E. Victoria St., Suite 200
Sata Barbara, CA 93101

Mailing Address: :

P.O. Box 159

Santa Barbara, CA 931@A59
(805) 5682200

(800) SBEVOTE

(805) 5682209 Fax

Hours: 8:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.
Website:www.sbcvote.com

Santa Clara (43)
Jesse Durazo, Registrar of Voters
1555 Berger Drive, Bldg. 2
San Jose, CA 95112

Mailing Address: :

P.O. Box 1147

San Jose, CA 9514847

(408) 299VOTE

(866) 430VOTE

(408) 9987314 Fax

Hours: 8:00 a.n 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:registrar@rov.sccgov.org
Website:www.sccvote.org

Santa Cruz (44)
Galil Pellerin, County Clerk
701 Ocean Street, Room 210
Santa Cruz, CA 95068076
(831) 4542060
(831) 4542445 Rax
Hours: 8:00 a.n 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:gail.pellerin@co.samzruz.ca.us
Website:www.votescount.com

Shasta (45)
Cathy Darling, County Clerk
1643 MarketStreet
Redding, CA 96001
Mailing Address: :
P.O. Box 990880
Redding, CA 96099880
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(530) 2255730

(530) 2255454 Fax

Hours: 8:00 a.nt 5:00 p.m.
Website:www.co.shasta.ca.us/departments/CountyClerkReqgistrarOfVoters/index.shtml

Sierra (46)
Heather Foster, County CledRecorder
100 Courthouse Square, Room 11
P.O. Drawer D
Downieville, CA 9593®398
(530) 2893295
(530) 2892830 Fax
Hours: 9:00 a.m 12:00 p.m. / 1:00 p.m.4:00 p.m.
E-Mail:hfoster@sierracounty.ws
Website:www.skrracounty.ws

Siskiyou (47)
Colleen Setzer, County Clerk
510 North Main Street
Yreka, CA 96097 9910
(530) 8428084
(530) 8428093 Fax
Hours: 8:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:csetzer@co.siskiyou.ca.us
W ebsite:www.co.siskiyou.ca.us/clerk/index.htm

Solano (48)
Ira Rosenthal, Registrar of Voters
675 Texas St, Ste 2600
Fairfield, CA 94533
(707) 7846675
(707) 7846678 Fax
Hours: 8:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:elections@solanocounty.com
Website:www.solanocounty.com

Sonoma (49)
Janice Atkinson, County Clerk, Recerd Assessor, Registrar of Voters
Gloria Colter, Assistant Registrar of Voters
435 Fiscal Drive
Santa Rosa, CA 95403

Mailing Address: :

P.O. Box 11485

Santa Rosa, CA 95446185

(707) 5656800

(707) 5656843 Fax

Hours: 8:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.

Website:www.sonomacounty.org/regvoter/index.htm
Stanislaus (50)

Lee Lundrigan, County Cle#Recorder

1021 | Street, Suite 101

Modesto, CA 95354331

(209) 5255200
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(209) 5255210 Fax

Hours: 8:00 a.m: 4:00 p.m.
E-Mail:stanvote@mail.co.stanislaus.ca.us
Website: http://stanvote.com

Sutter (51)
Donna M. Johnston, County ClefRecorder
1435 Veterans Memorialitle
Yuba City, CA 95993
(530) 8227122
(530) 8227587 Fax
Hours: 8:00 a.n 5:00 p.m.
Website:www.co.sutter.ca.us

Tehama (52)
Beverly Ross, County ClfRecorder
444 Oak St, Room C
Red Bluff, CA 96080

Mailing Address: :

P.O. Box 250

Red Bluff, CA 96080250

(530) 5278190

(530) 5271140 Fax

Hours: 8:00 a.n 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:bross@co.tehama.ca.us
Websdte: www.co.tehama.ca.us

Trinity (53)
Deanna L. Bradford, County ClefRecorderAssessor
11 Court Street
Weaverville, CA 96093

Mailing Address: :

P.O. Bx 1215

Weaverville, CA 96093258

(530) 6231220

(530) 6238398 Fax

Hours: 8:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.

E-Mail:elections@trinitycounty.org

Website: http://www.trinitycounty.org/Departments/assessderk-elect/elections.htm

Tulare (54)
Rita A. Woodard, Registrar of Voters
5951 South Mooney Blvd
Visalia, CA 93277
(559) 7336275
(559) 7374498 Fax
Hours: MTh 7:30 a.m- 5:30 p.m., F 8:00 a.m12:00 p.m.
E-Mail:kashanno@co.tulare.ca.us
Website:www.tularecoelections.org

Tuolumne (55)
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Deborah Russell, County Clerkuditor-Controller
Elections Department

39 N. Washington St., Suite A

Sonora, CA 95370

Mailing Address:

Administration Center

2 South Green Street

Sonora, CA 95373696

(209) 5335570

(209) 6948931 Fax

Hours: 8:00 a.n 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:clerk@tuolumnecounty.ca.gov
Website: http://portal.co.tuolumne.ca.us/

Ventura (56)
Phil Schmit, County ClerRecorderRegistrar of Voters
800 South Victoria Avenue;1200
Ventura, CA 930091200
(805) 6542781
(805) 6489200 Fax
Hours: 8:00 a.n 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail: http://recorder.countyofventura.org/elections.htm
Website: http://recorder.countyofventura.org/elections.htm

Yolo (57)
Freddie Oakley, County ClerRecorder
625 Court Street, RoonB05
Woodland, CA 95695

Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 1820

Woodland, CA 957761820

(530) 6668133

(530) 6668123 Fax

Hours: 8:00 a.m: 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:cntyclrk@yoloelections.org
Website:www.yoloelections.org

Yuba (58)
Terry A. Hansen, County ClerRecorder
915 8th Street, Suite 107
Marysville, CA 95905273
(530) 7497855
(530) 7497854 Fax
Hours: 8:00 a.n 5:00 p.m.
E-Mail:elections@co.yuba.ca.us
Website: http://elections.co.yuba.ca.us/

Election Officials Duties

CA Elections Code 8§ 12220 provides thatothe elections official shall divide the jurisdiction into
precincts and prepare detail maps or exterior descriptions thereof, or both, and as many copies as the
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elections official may determine. The county surveyor, if requested l®jeations official, shall provide
assistance to the elections official in the prepal

CA Elections Code § 12286 states that (a) At least 29 days prior to the election, the elections official
shall do all of thdollowing:

(1) Establish a convenient number of election precincts within the affected jurisdiction.
(2) Define the precinct boundaries.
(3) Designate a polling place for each precinct.

(4) Appoint for each precinct a precinct board pursuamtSections 12302 to 12304,
inclusive.

(5) Notify the members of each precinct board of their appointment and the location of
the precinct and polling place where they will serve.

(b) The elections official, in establishing precincts and definingltbeirdaries, shall, to the
extent practicable, provide for a single polling place where a voter entitled to vote in more
than one district may cast all of his or her ballots.

(c) In a landowner voting district, the county elections official shall desigmatgolling
place at which a nonresident landowner shall vote.

CA Elections Code § 12316 states that:

In constituting precinct boards, the elections official may excuse persons app@aihtan the
elections official is satisfied ought to be excused. Substitutions may be made when any person
appointed is excused or found disqualified or incompetent, until a final or amended list of
election officers is sent to the inspector for that pract.

CA Elections Code 88 2103(b) states in relevant part as follows:

ocounty elections officials ... shall enlist t
organizations, ahshall deputize as registiualified citizens in such a way as to reach most

effectively every resident of the colihy persons so deputized shall be permitted to register

voters anywhere within the county, including at the places of residendeegbérsons to be

registered, and the county elections official shall not deny deputy registrars the right to register
voters anywhere in the county. 6

(emphasis added: The Secretary of State has made it clear that registrars do not need to be
formapuluyi » dHtp:/wvwssoeca.gov/elections/elections_faghtm

CA Elections C ode 88 2180-2185 states as follows:

e § 2180 states: (a) At least once ... within each twgear period commencing on the first
day of January in each cddmbered year, the county elections official shall have printed a
complete index, by precinct, to thdfadavits of registration current at the date of printing.

(b) (1) The index shall contain the name, address, residence telephone number if furnished,
and political affiliation of each voter, and also a ruled space to the left of each name, within
which towrite, in figures, the line number designating the position of the name of the voter
on the roster of voters.
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(2) The name shall include the given name and the middle name or initials, if any. At the
affiant's option, the given name may be preceded byd#signation "Miss," "Ms.," "Mrs.," or
“Mr."

(c) The index shall be printed in a size no smaller than gglrit roman type on eighpoint
body and shall be arranged in alphabetical order in accordance with the surnames of the
voters.

(d) A space of notess than oneguarter inch or one line of printing shall be left between the
names of voters beginning with one letter of the alphabet and those starting with the next
letter of the alphabet.

(e) Supplements of the same content and style may be printeéed for them appears.

e § 2181 states: In addition to printing a complete index within and for each tyear
period, as provided in Section 2180, the county elections official may print and maintain one
complete and continuing index, by precinct, to thédsvits of registration and keep the
index current by supplements and deletions as provided in Sections 2180 and 2183, and by
reprinting portions of the index by precinct, as the need appears, the reprinted portions to
contain the same information concéng each voter and to be in the same style, spacing,
and type of print as provided in Section 2180.

e § 2182 states: The number of copies of the precinct index printed shall be as many as in
the judgment of the county elections official may be necessarthébusiness of the office.
In counties where the precinct index is printed by means of a punched card or other high
speed data processing equipment, the number of copies of precinct indexes so prepared
shall be the number required to be furnished by lamd as many more as in the judgment of
the county elections official may be necessary for the business of the office.

e § 2183 states: The elections official shall supply copies of the index and of supplements to
the index, necessary to bring it up to dafter all elections to be held within the county.
The county elections official shall also supply as many copies of the index and supplements,
not to exceed four in number, as may be requested by the elections official of a city, school
district or other body. The name of each voter whose affidavit of registration has been
canceled shall be lined out of the index and supplement. The county elections official may
charge an amount as will reimburse the county for the expense incurred in preparing and
furnishing lined out indexes of registrations and supplements other than for those provided
for by Sections 2180 and 2182.

In the case of a municipal election, an index provided pursuant to this section shall be
supplied to the city elections official not lesgah 25 days prior to the day of the election
for which it is provided. If the index does not contain the names of all people eligible to
vote in the election, the county elections official shall supply a supplement to the index,
including all voters whoegistered after the 54th day before the election, not less than
seven days prior to the election for which it is provided.

e §2184 provides in relevant part: the county elections official shall furnish to [any]
Member of the Legislature, of Congress, or[tny] the candidate or his or her campaign
committee or to [any] ballot measure committee no more than two copies of the printed
indexes of the registration for the primary and general elections in which the Member of the
Legislature or Congress may paifiate as a candidate, or for the election in which the
candidate will participate, or the ballot measure will be voted upon, at a charge of fifty cents
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($0.50) per thousand names. All moneys collected shall be deposited in the county treasury
to the credi of the general fund.

e 8§ 2185 states: Upon written demand of the chair or vice chair of a party state central
committee or of the chair of a party county central committee, the county elections official
shall furnish to each committee, without charge thiere, the index of registration for the
primary and general elections, for any special election at which a partisan office is to be
filled, or for any statewide special election. The index of registration shall be furnished to
the committee demanding thedex not less than 25 days prior to the day of the primary,
general, or special election for which they are provided. Upon written demand, the county
elections official shall also furnish to the committee the index of registration of voters who
registeredafter the 54th day before the election, which shall be compiled and prepared by
Assembly districts. The county elections official shall furnish either two printed copies or, if
available, one copy in an electronic form of the indexes specified in thissect

CA Elections Code § 2187 states :

(a) Each county elections official shall send to the Secretary of State, in a format described by
the Secretary of State, a summary statement ofribenber of voters in the county. The

statement shall show the total number of voters in the county, the number registered as
affiliated with each qualified political party, the number registered in nonqualified parties, and the
number who declined to statany party affiliation. The statement shall also show the number of
voters, by political affiliations, in each city, supervisorial district, Assembly district, Senate
district, and congressional district located in whole or in part within the county.

(b) The Secretary of State, on the basis of the statements sent by the county elections officials
and within 30 days after receiving those statements, shall compile a statewide list showing the
number of voters, by party affiliations, in the state and in eaenty, city, supervisorial district,
Assembly district, Senate district, and congressional district in the state. A copy of this list shall
be made available, upon request, to any elector in this state.

(c) Each county that uses data processing equipneoestore the information set forth in the
affidavit of registration shall send to the Secretary of State one copy of the magnetic tape file
with the information requested by the Secretary of State. Each county that does not use data
processing storagehsll send to the Secretary of State one copy of the index setting forth that
information.

(d) The summary statements and the magnetic tape file copy or the index shall be sent at the
following times:

(1) On the 135th day before each presidential prignand before each direct primary, with
respect to voters registered on the 154th day before the primary election.

(2) Not less than 50 days prior to the primary election, with respect to voters registered on
the 60th day before the primary election.

(3) Not less than 7 days prior to the primary election, with respect to voters registered
before the 14th day prior to the primary election.

(4) Not less than 50 days prior to the general election, with respect to voters registered on
the 60th day befoe the general election.

(5) Not less than 7 days prior to the general election, with respect to voters registered before
the 14th day prior to the general election.
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(6) On or before March 1 of each oddumbered year, with respect to voters registerad of
February 10.

(e) The Secretary of State may adopt regulations prescribing the content and format of the
magnetic tape file or index referred to in subdivision (c) and containing the registered voter
information from the affidavits of registration.

(H The Secretary of State may adopt regulations prescribing additional regular reporting times,
except that the total number of reporting times in any one calendar year shall not exceed 12.

(g) The Secretary of State shall make the information from thenetggtape files or the printed
indexes available, under conditions prescribed by the Secretary of State, to any candidate for
federal, state, or local office, to any committee for or against any proposed ballot measure, to
any committee for or against anyitiative or referendum measure for which legal publication is
made, and to any person for election, scholarly or political research, or governmental purposes
as determined by the Secretary of State.

CA Elections Code 8§ 2200 -2202state as follows:

e §2200: The registration of a voter is permanent for all purposes during his or her life,
unless and until the affidavit of registration is canceled by the county elections official for any
of the causes specified in this article.

e §2201: The county electiongfficial shall cancel the registration in the following cases:
(a) At the signed, written request of the person registered.

(b) When the mental incompetency of the person registered is legally established as
provided in Sections 2208, 2209, 2210, &22d1.

(c) Upon proof that the person is presently imprisoned or on parole for conviction of
a felony.

(d) Upon the production of a certified copy of a judgment directing the cancellation to
be made.

(e) Upon the death of the person registered.
() Pursuant to Article 2 (commencing with Section 2220).

(g) Upon official notification that the voter is registered to vote in another county or
state.

(h) Upon proof that the person is otherwise ineligible to vote.

e §2202: (a) The county electiom official shall preserve all uncanceled affidavits of
registration in a secure manner that will protect the confidentiality of the voter information
consistent with Section 2194. The affidavits of registration shall constitute the register
required to bekept by Article 5 (commencing with Section 2180) of Chapter 2.

(b) In lieu of maintaining uncanceled affidavits of registration, the county elections official
may, following the first general election after the date of registration, microfilm, record on
optical disc, or record on any other electronic medium that does not permit additions,
deletions, or changes to the original document, the uncanceled affidavits of registration. Any
such use of an electronic medium to record uncanceled affidavits sbtdcpthe security
and confidentiality of the voter information. The county elections official may dispose of any
uncanceled affidavits of registration transferred pursuant to this section. The disposal of any
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uncanceled affidavits shall be performed mamner that does not compromise the security
or confidentiality of the voter information contained therein. Any medium utilized by the
county elections official shall meet the minimum standards, guidelines, or both, as
recommended by the American Nation@tandards Institute or the Association of
Information and Image Management. For purposes of this section, a duplicate copy of an
affidavit of registration shall be deemed an original.

CA Elections Code 82189 pr ovi des t hat 0bef orlekthrdugheuttideaguntyy f any
the county elections official shall deliver to the precinct board in each precinct three copies of the index

to the affidavits of registration for that precinct, with canceled names lined out and with necessary
supplements to brig the index up to date. The index and supplements shall constitute the register to

be used as the election.

CA Elections Code 88 13000 , 14102, 14105, 14112 and 14113provide as follows:

e 8§13000: The person in charge of eleotis for any county, city and county, city, or district
shall provide ballots for any elections within his or her jurisdiction, and shall cause to be
printed on them the name of every candidate whose name has been certified to or filed
with the proper offier pursuant to law and who, therefore, is entitled to a place on the
appropriate ballot.

e §14102: (a) (1) For each statewide election, the elections official shall provide a sufficient
number of official ballots in each precinct to reasonably meet the ;eéthe voters in
that precinct on election day using the precinct's voter turnout history as the criterion, but
in no case shall this number be less than 75 percent of registered voters in the precinct,
and for vote by mail and emergency purposes shallige the additional number of ballots
that may be necessary.

(2) The number of party ballots to be furnished to any precinct for a primary election shall
be computed from the number of voters registered in that precinct as intending to affiliate
with a party, and the number of nonpartisan ballots to be furnished to any precinct shall be
computed from the number of voters registered in that precinct without statement of
intention to affiliate with any of the parties participating in the primary election

(b) For all other elections, the elections official shall provide a sufficient number of official
ballots in each precinct to reasonably meet the needs of the voters in that precinct on
election day, using the precinct's voter turnout history as theetrin, but in no case shall

this number be less than 75 percent of the number of registered voters in the precinct, and
for vote by mail and emergency purposes shall provide the additional number of ballots that
may be necessary.

e §14105: The elections of€ial shall furnish to the precinct officers all of the following:
(a) Printed copies of the indexes.

(b) Necessary printed blanks for the roster, tally sheets, lists of voters, declarations, and
returns.

(c) Envelopes in which to enclose returns.

(d) Not less than six nor more than 12 instruction cards to each precinct for the guidance
of voters in obtaining and marking their ballots. On each card shall be printed necessary
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instructions and the provisions of Sections 14225, 14279, 14280, 14289], 14295,
15271, 15272, 15273, 15276, 15277, 15278, 18370, 18380, 18403, 18563, and 18569.

(e) A digest of the election laws with any further instructions the county elections official
may desire to make.

() An American flag of sufficient sitteadequately assist the voter in identifying the
polling place. The flag is to be erected at or near the polling place on election day.

(g) A ballot container, properly marked on the outside indicating its contents.

(h) When it is necessary to sugpadditional ballot containers, these additional containers
shall also be marked on the outside, indicating their contents.

(i) Sufficient ink pads and stamps for each booth. The stamps shall be one solid piece and
shall be made so that a cross (+) ntay made with either end. If ballots are to be counted
by vote tabulating equipment, an adequate supply of other approved voting devices shall be
furnished. All voting stamps or voting devices shall be maintained in good usable condition.

() When acandidate or candidates have qualified to have his or her or their names
counted pursuant to Article 3 (commencing with Section 15340) of Chapter 4 of Division
15, a sufficient number of ink pens or pencils in the voting booths for the purpose of writing
in on the ballot the name of the candidate or candidates.

(k) A sufficient number of cards to each polling place containing the telephone number of
the office to which a voter may call to obtain information about his or her precinct location.
The card &all state that the voter may call collect during polling hours.

(h An identifying badge or insignia for each member of the precinct board. The member
shall print his or her name and the precinct number thereon and shall wear the badge or
insignia aall times in the performance of duties, so as to be readily identified as a member
of the precinct board by all persons entering the polling place.

(m) Facsimile copies of the ballot containing ballot measures and ballot instructions printed
in Spanistor other languages as provided in Section 14201.

(n) Sufficient copies of the notices to be posted on the indexes used at the polls. The
notice shall read as follows: "This index shall not be marked in any manner except by a
member of the precinct baad acting pursuant to Section 14297 of the Elections Code. Any
person who removes, tears, marks, or otherwise defaces this index with the intent to falsify
or prevent others from readily ascertaining the name, address, or political affiliation of any
voter, or the fact that a voter has or has not voted, is guilty of a misdemeanor."

(o) A roster of voters for each precinct in the form prescribed in Section 14107.

(p) In addition, the elections official may, with the approval of the board of supesyisor
furnish the original books of affidavits of registration or other material necessary to verify
signatures to the precinct officers.

(q) Printed copies of the Voter Bill of Rights, as supplied by the Secretary of State. The
Voter Bill of Rights shalle conspicuously posted both inside and outside every polling place.

This section shall become operative on January 1, 1990.

e 8§14112: All voting equipment shall be transferred to the polling places in charge of an
authorized official, who shall certify their delivery in good order.
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e §14113:Ballots and other election supplies appropriate to the system shall be furnished as
provided for other precincts except that:

(a) No rubber stamps or ink pads shall be supplied when only ballots to be punched
areused.

(b) Ballots shall be suitable to be punched or slotted in the marking device and
subsequently counted on an approved mechanical or electronic counting device.

(c) The containers of the ballots shall be of a type so that they will adequatetggbro
the ballots and that they can be opened without mutilation.

CA Elections Code 88 15003 , 15151, and 15301provide in relevant part as follows:

e §15003: Elections officials shall adopt semifinal official and official canvass procedures to
conform to the applicable voting system procedures thatdbeen approved by the
Secretary of State. These procedures shall be available for public inspection no later than 29
days before each election.

e 8§15151: (a) The elections official shall transmit the semifinal official results to the
Secretary of Statanithe manner and according to the schedule prescribed by the Secretary
of State prior to each election, for the following:

(1) All candidates voted for statewide office.

(2) All candidates voted for the following offices:

(A) State Assembly.

(B) State Senate.

(C) Member of the United States House of Representatives.
(D) Member of the State Board of Equalization.

(E) Justice of the Court of Appeals.

(3) All persons voted for at the presidential primary or for electors of President \diog
President of the United States.

(4) Statewide ballot measures.

(b) The elections official shall transmit the results to the Secretary of State at intervals no
greater than two hours, following commencement of the semifinal official canvass.

e §15301: The canvass shall commence no later than the Thursday following the election,
shall be open to the public, and, for state or statewide elections, shall result in a report of
results to the Secretary of State. The canvass shall be continued dailda&yatusundays,
and holidays excepted, for not less than six hours each day until completed.
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PRECINCT ELECTION OFFICIALS , A/K/A PoLL W ORKERS

CA Elections Code 88339(a) def i nes a precinct boardlectmss 0t he

of fi

cial to serve at a single precinct or a co

CA Elections Code 8812301 pr ovi des that oOthe persons appoin

eachprec nct at any election shall constitute the

CA Elections Code 88 12302 provides as follows:

(a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), a member of aipceboard shall be a voter of the
state. The member may serve only in the precinct for which his or her appointment is received.

(b) In order to provide for a greater awareness of the elections process, the rights and
responsibilities of voters, and thmportance of participating in the electoral process, as well as
to provide additional members of precinct boards, an elections official may appoint not more
than five pupil per precinct to serve under the direct supervision of precinct board members
desgnated by the elections official. A pupil may be appointed, notwithstanding his or her lack of
eligibility to vote, subject to the approval of the governing board of the educational institution in
which the pupil is enrolled, if the pupil possesses thiefohg qualifications:

(1) Is at least 16 years of age at the time of the election to which he or she is serving as a
member of a precinct board.

(2) Is a United States citizen or will be a citizen at the time of the election to which he or she
is seving as a member of a precinct board.

(3) Is a pupil in good standing attending a public or private secondary educational institution.
(4) 1s a pupil who has a grade point average of at least 2.5 on a 4.0 scale.

(c) A pupil appointed pursuant to bdivision (b) may not be used by a precinct board to tally
votes.

CA Elections Code 88 12303 provides that:

d National Campaig
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(a) No person who cannot read or write the English language is eligible tisac member of
any precinct board.

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature that ndengliskspeaking citizens, like all other citizens,
should be encouraged to vote. Therefore, appropriate efforts should be made to minimize
obstacles to voting by citizerwho lack sufficient skill in English to vote without assistance.

(c) Where the elections official finds that citizens described in subdivision (b) approximate 3
percent or more of the votingage residents of a precinct, or in the event that interested

citizens or organizations provided information which the elections official believes indicates a
need for voting assistance for qualified citizens described in subdivision (b), the elections official
shall make reasonable efforts to recruit election offici@ho are fluent in a language used by
citizens described in subdivision (b) and in English. This recruitment shall be conducted through
the cooperation of interested citizens and organizations and through voluntarily donated public
service notices in thenedia, including newspapers, radio, and television, particularly those media
that serve the norEngliskspeaking citizens described in subdivision (b).
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(d) At least 14 days before an election, the elections official shall prepare and make available to
the public a list of the precincts to which officials were appointed pursuant to this section, and
the language or languages other than English in which they will provide assistance.

CA Elections Code 88 12304(a) st at es Ot he composi shalldedeterinined he pr ec
by the elections official based on election precinct size. The precinct board shall consist of a minimum

of one inspector and two clerks. Additional clerk positions may be allocated in proportion to the

number of registered voterswiti n t he precinct. 6

CA Elections Code 88 14202 , 14203, 14210, 14221 and 14400 provide as follows:

e 8§14202: (a) Before opening the polls, the precinct board shall post in separate, convenie
places at or near the polling place, and of easy access to the voters, not less than two of the
copies of the index to the affidavits of registration for that precinct. (b) In any county in
which tabulating equipment is used to produce the index gis&ation, the copies of the
index posted pursuant to this section shall be by street addresses in numerical order, unless
otherwise provided by Section 2192.

e 814203: The precinct officer shall post the signs required by Section 14106 in plain view
within each voting booth or compartment whenever an election has been canceled pursuant
to Section 8026.

e 8§14210: The members of each precinct board shall distribute the duties devolving upon
the precinct board, which are in addition to their individual dutiesa manner they deem
most advantageous.

e 814221: Only voters engaged in receiving, preparing, or depositing their ballots and
persons authorized by the precinct board to keep order and enforce the law may be
permitted to be within the voting booth arebefore the closing of the polls.

e §14400: At any election, all members of the precinct board shall be present at the closing
of the polls.

CA Elections Code 812313 provi des that oif any member of a pr ¢
opening of the pd$é on the morning of an election, those voters present, including members of the

board, shall appoint a voter to fill the vacancy. If none of the members appointed appears at that time,

the voters of the precinct present at that ti me m;

CA Elections Code § 12314 provi des that oOothe inspector may
i nc

pp
board member who ceases to act or becomes aci

a
ap
CA Elections Code 812315 pr ovi des t hat sestdact annejorityrofsthe eemdining c e a

members of the precinct board may appoint a subst.

TRAINING ELECTION OFFICIALS

CA Elections Code 88 12309 and 12309.5 provide, in relevant part, as follows:
§12309.5:
(@) ... The uniform standards shall, at a minimum, address the following:
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(1) The rights of voters, including, bobt limited to, language access rights for linguistic
minorities, the disabled, and protected classes as referenced and defined in the federal Voting
Rights Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 1973 et seq.).

(2) Election challenge procedures such as challenging pradménistrator misconduct, fraud,
bribery, or discriminatory voting procedures as referenced and defined in the federal Voting
Rights Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 1973 et seq.).

(3) Operation of a jurisdiction's voting system, including, but not limited to, enmided voting
systems, touctscreen voting, and proper tabulation procedures.

(4) Poll hours and procedures concerning the opening and closing of polling locations on
election day. Procedures shall be developed that, notwithstanding long lines o detapolling
location, ensure that all eligible voters who arrive at the polling location prior to closing time
are allowed to cast a ballot.

(5) Relevant election laws and any other subjects that will assist an inspector in carrying out
his or her duies.

(6) Cultural competency, including, but not limited to, having adequate knowledge of diverse
cultures, including languages, that may be encountered by a poll worker during the course of an
election, and the appropriate skills to work with the eterate.

(7) Knowledge regarding issues confronting voters who have disabilities, including, but not
limited to, access barriers and the need for reasonable accommodations.

(8) Procedures involved with provisional, fséife provisional, vote by maalnd provisional
vote by malil voting.

(b) The Secretary of State shall appoint a task force of at least 12 members who have
experience in the administration of elections and other relevant backgrounds to study and
recommend uniform guidelines for the tréig of precinct board members. The task force shall
consist of the chief elections officer of the two largest counties, the two smallest counties, and
two county elections officers selected by the Secretary of State, or their designees. The
Secretary of fate shall appoint at least six other members who have elections expertise, or
their designees, including members of commuh#éged organizations that may include citizens
familiar with different ethnic, cultural, and disabled populations to ensure hleask force is
representative of the state's diverse electorate. The task force shall make its recommendations
available for public review and comment prior to the submission of the recommendations to the
Secretary of State and the Legislature.

§ 12309 provides, in relevant part, as follows:

(a) ... the elections official shall instruct inspectors so appointed concerning their duties in
connection with the conduct of the election, which instruction shall conform to the uniform
standards adopted by the &etary of State pursuant to Section 12309.5.

(b) A person may not serve as an inspector of a precinct board at an election unless instruction
has been received in accordance with this section except that, in the case of the emergency
disability of a regal inspector, substitute inspectors shall be given any instruction found
necessary by the elections official.

(c) At the request of the elections official, the legislative body may contract with any qualified
person or organization for purposes of instrimg inspectors in accordance with this section.
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The poll worker training guidelines available at
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/poll_worker_training_qguidelifi|mal_draftl.pdéontains the following
topics:

Although CA Elections Codg& 12309(b) makes poll worker training mandatory &ht2309 sets forth

what ar e tfoorbne stthaen doaurndis o i n al | 58 California cou
Research Center at the University of California, Berkeley found that poll worker training in connection
with Californiafds 2006 gener al el ection was spor af

Accordingto the survey, the largest gaps occurred in the areas of cultural sensitivity, knowledge of ID
requirements and meeting the needs of those with disabilities and lack of English proficiency.

The report is available dtttp://earc.berkeley.edu/Nov2006.PWsurveyreport.11_27_07.pdf

SECTION Il §AUTHORITIES REGARDIN GVOTER REGISTRATION

REGISTRATION ELIGIBILITY:

Generally :

CA Constitution, Article II, Sec. 2 states 0 A United States citizen
this State mapricled, tSec. 46 natbwsitleatdefinition by stating, in relevant part

that the OLegislature é shall provide for the di s
i mprisoned or on parole for the conviction of a f

CA Elections Code 82000 c | ar i fies that o0(a) Every person who
of the California Constitution and who complies with this code governing the registration of electors
may vote at any election heldithin the territory within which he or she resides and the election is
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held. (b) Any person who will be at least 18 years of age at the time of the next election is eligible to
register and vote at that election. 6

And CA Elections Code §2101 furt her clarifies that OA person en
United States citizen, a resident of California, not in prison or on parole for the conviction of a felony,
andatleast® years of age at the time of the next el ect

The Secretary of Stateds website uses plain Engli:
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_vr.htm

U.S. Citizenship

The most basic requirement for registering to vote is United States citizenship. Citizenship is defined in

both federal and state law. THelth Amendment to the United States Constitution states, oAl I
persons born or naturalized in the UnitedeéBés and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of

the United States and of the state wherein they r

Although federal law requires voters to check a box on the federal voter registration form to indicate
that he or she is a U.S. citizeBA Elections Code §2111 st ates that OA person ma
is a citizen by his or her certification under pel

CA Elections Code 82112 addi ti onally states in relevant part
his or her United States citizenship by signing his or her affidavit of registration shall beddeeme
evidence of <citizenship for voting purposes only.

Felony Conviction :

CA Elections Code § 2212 states:

The clerk of the superior court of each county, on the basis of the recordefcourt, shall

furnish to the chief elections official of the county, not less frequently than the first day of April
and the first day of September of each year, a statement showing the names, addresses, and
dates of birth of all persons who have beeonvicted of felonies since the clerk's last report.

The elections official shall, during the first week of April and the first week of September in each
year, cancel the affidavits of registration of those persons who are currently imprisoned or on
parok for the conviction of a felony. The clerk shall certify the statement under the seal of the
court.

The Secretary of St at ed s -faloedasregister toowatkamdsvote ithe/shé ear t |
is not in prison or on parole for a felony comvit i on. 6 See:
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_vr.htm

Incompetency:

CA Elections Code § 2208 provides:

(a) A person shall be deemed mentally incompetent, and therefore disqualified from voting, if, during the
course of any of the proceedings set forth below, the court finds that the person is not capable of
completing an affidavit of voter registration in amtance with Section 2150 and any of the following

apply:
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(1) A conservator for the person or the person and estate is appointed pursuant to Division 4
(commencing with Section 1400) of the Probate Code.

(2) A conservator for the person or the persoand estate is appointed pursuant to Chapter 3
(commencing with Section 5350) of Part 1 of Division 5 of the Welfare and Institutions Code.

(3) A conservator is appointed for the person pursuant to proceedings initiated under Section 5352.5
of the Welfae and Institutions Code, the person has been found not competent to stand trial, and the
person's trial or judgment has been suspended pursuant to Section 1370 of the Penal Code.

(4) A person has plead not guilty by reason of insanity, has been foural ot guilty pursuant to
Section 1026 of the Penal Code, and is deemed to be gravely disabled at the time of judgment as defined
in paragraph (2) of subdivision (h) of Section 5008 of the Welfare and Institutions Code.

(b) If the proceeding under the Wiare and Institutions Code is heard by a jury, the jury shall
unanimously find that the person is not capable of completing an affidavit of voter registration before the
person shall be disqualified from voting.

(c) Whenever an order establishing a congatiorship is made and in connection with the order it is
found that the person is not capable of completing an affidavit of voter registration, the court shall
forward the order and determination to the county elections official of the person's countesifience.

RESIDENCY:

Generally :
CA Elections Code 8§ 349 states:

(a) "Residence" for voting purposes means a person's domicile.

(b) The domicile of a@rson is that place in which his or her habitation is fixed, wherein the person has
the intention of remaining, and to which, whenever he or she is absent, the person has the intention of
returning. At a given time, a person may have only one domicile.

(c) The residence of a person is that place in which the person'’s habitation is fixed for some period of
time, but wherein he or she does not have the intention of remaining. At a given time, a person may
have more than one residence.

Intent : CA Elections Code § 2021 states:

(a) A person who leaves his or her home to go into another state or precinct in this state for temporary
purposes merely, with the intention of returning, does noséohis or her domicile.

(b) A person does not gain a domicile in any precinct into which he or she comes for temporary
purposes merely, without the intention of making that precinct his or her home.

CA Elections Code 2022 states:

If a person moves to another state with the intention of making it his or her domicile, the voter loses his
or her domicile in this state.

CA Elections Code § 2023 states:

If a person moves to another state as a place of permanent residence, with the intention of remaining
there for an indefinite time, he or she loses his or her domicile in this state, notwithstanding that he or
she intends taeturn at some future time.
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CA Elections Code 8§ 2024 states:

The mere intention to acquire a new domicile, without the fact of removal avails nothing, neither does
the fact of removal Wwhout the intention.

Student Eligibility :

CA Elections Code §2025 st ates in relevant part, OA person do
a student of any institution of learning. This section shall not be construed to prevent a student at an

institution of learning from qualifying as an elector in the locality where he or she domiciles while

attending that institution, when in fact the student has abandoned his or her fadneemi ci | e. 6

InWaltersv.Weeda ka the 0Santa Cruz Student Voting Case. o
Supreme Court held that voters who have moved, but have not established a new domicile, may vote in
the precinct of their former domicile even thgi they have no intention of returning to live there.

Page 5 of the Secretary of Stateds 2006 Voter Gui
either at his or her coll ege address, or at his ol
address he or she considers primary, and to which he or she intends to return. Students should be sure

to fill out the prior registration part of the form to cancel their previous registration no longer in effect

whenrer egi st eri ng at Seelntgp:/vewwlsds.eagev/elacdods/geidet®mvr 4006.pdf

U.S. Representative Residence :

CA Elections Code 8§2026stda es t hat o0The domicile of a Member o
Representative in the Congress of the United States shall be conclusively presumed to be at the
residence address indicated on that person'

S curr

Family / Tra nsient Persons Residence:

CA Elections Code §2027st ates 0The place where a person's fa
domicile unless it is a place for temporary establishment feohiher family or for transient objects.

Residence in a trailer or vehicle or at any public camp or camping ground may constitute a domicile for
voting purposes iif the registrant complies with t|

CA Elections Code §2028st ates ol f a person has a family fixe
business in another, the former is his or her place of domicile, but any person having a family, who has
takenup an abode with the intention of remaining and whose family does not so reside with him or her,

is a domiciliary where he or she has so taken up |
CA Elections Code §2029staes O0The domicile of one spouse shal/l
the other, but shall be determined independently |
InCollierv.Menzelaka the oO0OFig Tree Caseé6) 176 Cal. App. 3d

held that a homeless person may register at a location deemed by the voter to be a dwelling place or
place of habitation for that voter. A mailing address needs to be provided in order for the voter to
receive election materials.

Post Office Box Insufficien t: Although California election law does not specifically address this topic,
page 13 of the Secretary of St at & office @000 EIsinésst er Gu i
address may not be used as a residence addr&sgtpe/www.sos.ca.gov/elections/guidetovr_1006.pdf
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Single Residence Required: CA Elections Code §2031st at es, i n rpersoehag nt part
more than one residence and that person maintains a homeowner's property tax exemption on the

dwelling of one of the residences pursuant to Section 218 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, there

shall be a rebuttable presumption that the residesabject to the homeowner's property tax

exemption is that person's domicile. However, this presumption shall not apply in the event any other
residence is listed as the person's current residence address on any driver's license, identification card

orveh cl e registration issued to that person by, and
CA Elections Code 82032st at es, in relevant part, odndthah per so

person has not physically resided at any one of the residences within the immediate preceding year,
there shall be a rebuttable presumption that those residences in which he or she has not so resided
within the immediate preceding year are meredgidences as defined in subdivision (c) of Section 349

and not his or her domicile. o

Absence Due to Government Service:  CA Elections Code §2025 st at e s, in relevant
person doe not gain or lose a domicile solely by reason of his or her presence or absence from a place
while employed in the service of the United State:

The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act QAYA) 100 Stat. 924, 42 USCA197 3ff
(1986), generally covers certain United States citizens who are absent from the places of residences
where those citizens are otherwise eligible to vote.

A California Secretary of State News Rele&4808:041 (dated Apré4, 2008 ur t her cl ari fi es
qualify as a military or overseas voter in California elections, a voter must be:

A member of the United States (U.S.) armed forces or an auxiliary branch;

A U.S. citizen temporarily living outside U.S. territbtimits or the District of Columbia;

A person living on a merchant vessel documented under U.S. law; or

A spouse or dependent of a member of the U.S. military or an auxiliary branch.

0The Secretary of St at eds hatlinkdndlimry dnd everseasdatedsi c at e d
from across the globe to staffers who can offer additional assistant@af) sos.ca.gowMore
resources are available from the Overseas Vote Foundatiamwat.overseasvotefoundation.argd

REQUESTING and SUBMITTING REGISTRATION APPLICATIONS:

Generally :
CA Elections C ode 8§ 2102states:

(a) A person may not be registered as a voter except by affidavit of registration. The affidavit shall be
mailed or delivered to the county elections official and shall set forth all of the facts required to be
shown by this chapterA properly executed registration shall be deemed effective upon receipt of the
affidavit by the county elections official if received on or before the 15th day prior to an election to be
held in the registrant's precinct. A properly executed registratibrall also be deemed effective upon
receipt of the affidavit by the county elections official if any of the following apply:

(1) The affidavit is postmarked on or before the 15th day prior to the election and received by mail by
the county elections dicial.
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(2) The affidavit is submitted to the Department of Motor Vehicles or accepted by any other public
agency designated as a voter registration agency pursuant to the National Voter Registration Act of
1993 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 1973gg) on or before1bénh day prior to the election.

(3) The affidavit is delivered to the county elections official by means other than those described in
paragraphs (1) or (2) on or before the 15th day prior to the election.

(b) For purposes of verifying signatures oreaall, initiative, or referendum petition or signatures on a
nomination paper or any other election petition or election paper, a properly executed affidavit of
registration shall be deemed effective for verification purposes if both (a) the affidsigihéxl on the

same date or a date prior to the signing of the petition or paper, and (b) the affidavit is received by the
county elections official on or before the date on which the petition or paper is filed.

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision ofiieto the contrary, the affidavit of registration required
under this chapter may not be taken under sworn oath, but the content of the affidavit shall be certified
as to its truthfulness and correctness, under penalty of perjury, by the signature offitoa.af

CA Elections Code 82103 st at es, in relevant part, that o(a) I
election board of each county, in order to promote and encourage voter registrations, shall establish a
sufficient number of registration ples throughout the county, and outside the county courthouse, for

the convenience of persons desiring to register, to the end that registration may be maintained at a high

l evel . 0

CA Elections Code 82159 st at es, in rel evant pnexchange formmoney 6 ( b) A
or other valuable consideration assists another to register to vote by receiving the completed affidavit of
registration from the elector, and knowingly misrepresents himself or herself as having helped register
anothertovoteonaegi stration form is guilty of a misdemea

Reqistering Elsewhere :

SeeCA Elections Code §2102 above.

CA Elections Code §2146 st ates, in relevant part, that o(a) t
provide every higlschool, community college, and California State University and University of
California campus with voter registration forms.

CA Elections Code § 2158(b) specifies that countyelectin o f f i ci al s must Oprovi c
cards in sufficient quantities #ny citizens or organizations who wish to distribute tio¢heardsn to

persons who have been convicted of violating this section within the last five years. Citizens and
organizations shal/l be permitted to distribute vol
(emphasis added)

INFORMATION REQUIRED WHEN REGISTERING:

CA Elections Code § 2150 states:

(a) The affidavit of registration shall show:

(1) The facts necessary to establish the affiant as an elector.
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