
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer:  

This guide is designed for informational purposes only.  It is not legal advice and is not intended to create an 

attorney-client relationship.  The Election Protection Coalition does not warrant any information contained in 

this guide, nor does the Coalition suggest that the information in this guide should be used as a basis to pursue 

legal advice or decision making.   

 

 

 

This manual was prepared with the pro bono resources of one or more law firms together with the Lawyersõ 

Committee for Civil Rights Under Law. The Lawyersõ Committee is indebted to this generous contribution of 

time and effort ð the Election Protection program would not be possible without law firm support. 
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I. MICHIGAN VOTERSõ BILL OF RIG HTS  

You have the right to voteñitõs the law, and you have the proof in your hands!  Youõll notice letters and 

numbers after each of your rights listed belowñthose codes tell lawyers and poll-workers where to find 

the actual Michigan statute that protects your right to vote!  These rights are guaranteed to properly 

registered and qualified voters.  You have the right to bring this bill of rights with you into the polling 

area.  If you feel your rights have been violated, please call the Election Protection lawyer hotline toll 

free:  1-866-OUR-VOTE.   

Michigan Votersõ Bill of Rights  

1. The polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. (EST) on Election Day.  If you are in line at your 

polling place, or in the process of voting, when the polls close at 8 p.m., YOU HAVE THE 

RIGHT TO VOTE .  [Mich. Comp. Laws (MCL) §§  168.720 and 168.721]     

2. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE  a òprovisional ballotó if your name does not 

appear on the list of registered voters for your precinct or an election official asserts that 

you are not eligible to vote and you sign an affirmation stating that you properly registered 

and are eligible to vote.  [MCL §  168.523a and 42 U.S.C. §15482(a)]   If you have a 

receipt verifying that you are registered to vote, YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE  a 

regular ballot.  [MCL §  168.523a]   

3. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE  on a regular ballot without presenting any form of 

photo identification after your signature and/or information from the voter registration list 

is verified if you sign an affidavit affirming that you lack photo identification UNLESS you are 

a first-time voter who registered by mail and have not previously provided photo 

identification to the bureau of elections.  [42  U.S.C. § 15483 and MCL 168.523]   

4. If you moved from where you are registered to another city or township within your county 

or to another county within 60 days of the election, YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO 

VOTE  at your old polling place.  [MCL §  168.507a]    

5 If you cannot read or write, or are otherwise disabled, YOU HAVE THE RIGHT  to 

request assistance with voting from two election inspectors, and, if disabled due to 

blindness, YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE  with the assistance of an immediate 

family member or any person older than 18 years of age.  [MCL §  168.751]   

6. If you have been convicted of a crime, and have been released from prison, YOU HAVE 

THE RIGHT TO VOTE .  [MC L § 168.758b]   

7. If you make a mistake and òspoiló your ballot, but you have not used it, YOU HAVE THE 

RIGHT  to a replacement ballot.  [MCL §  168.740]   

8. If you applied for but did not receive an absent voter ballot, or received one and it was lost 

or destroyed, YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE  in person after signing an affidavit 

explaining that the ballot was not received, lost or destroyed.  [MCL §  168.769]   

9. If you are challenged, but you answer all the questions establishing that you are a qualified 

voter, YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE  a regular ballot.  [MCL §  168.729]  

10. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT  to bring your children under 18 years of age into the voting 

booth with you.  [MCL §  168.736a]  
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11. When you are within 100 feet of the polling place YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE  

or wait to vote without anyone trying to influence your vote.  [MCL §  168.744]  

12. After entering a voting machine booth, YOU HAVE THE RIGHT  to receive further 

instructions from two election inspectors.  [MCL §  168.789]  

 

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO BRING THIS BILL OF RIGHTS INTO THE VOTING 

BOOTH WITH YOU.  

 

 

 



 

    

October 2, 2008 

3 

II.  STATE AND LOCAL ELEC TION OFFICIALS  

A.  Secretary of State  

The Secretary of State is the chief election officer of the state with supervisory control over local 

election officials. [MCL §  168.21]   The Secretary of Stateõs powers and duties include the following:   

Advise and direct local election officials as to the proper methods of conducting elections;  

Publish and furnish for the use in each election precinct before each state primary and election a manual 

of instructions that includes specific instructions on assisting voters in casting their ballots, directions on 

the location of voting stations in polling places, procedures and forms for processing challenges, and 

procedures on prohibiting campaigning in the polling places as prescribed in the MCL;  

Publish indexed pamphlet copies of the registration, primary, and election laws and furnish to the 

various county, city, township, and village clerks a sufficient number of copies for their own use and to 

enable them to include one copy with the election supplies furnished each precinct by board of election 

inspectors under their respective jurisdictions.  The secretary of state may furnish single copies of the 

publications to organizations or individuals who request the same for purposes of instruction or public 

reference; 

Prescribe and require uniform forms, notices, and supplies the secretary of state considers advisable for 

use in the conduct of elections and registrations;  

Prepare the form of ballot for any proposed amendment to the constitution or proposal under the 

initiative or referendum provision of the constitution to be submitted to the voters of Michigan;  

Require reports from the local election officials the secretary of state considers necessary;  

Investigate, or cause to be investigated by local authorities, the administration of election laws, and 

report violations of the election laws and regulations to the attorney general or prosecuting attorney, or 

both, for prosecution;  

Publish in the legislative manual the vote for governor and secretary of state by townships and wards 

and the vote for members of the state legislature cast at the preceding November election, which must 

be returned to the secretary of state by the county clerks on or before the first day of December 

following the election.  All clerks shall furnish to the secretary of state, promptly and without 

compensation, any further information requested of them to be used in the compilation of the legislative 

manual;  

Establish a curriculum for comprehensive training and accreditation of all county, city, township, village, 

and school elections officials;  

Establish and require attendance by each newly appointed or elected election official at an initial course 

of instruction within 6 months before the date of the election;  

Establish a comprehensive training curriculum for all precinct inspectors; and  

Create an Election Day dispute resolution team that has regional representatives of the department of 

state, which team must appear on site, if necessary. [MCL §  168.31]   
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B. Board of State Canvassers  

The Board of State Canvassers must:   

Canvass the returns and determine the result of all elections for president and vice-president of the 

United States, state officers, United States senators, representatives in Congress, circuit judges, state 

senators and representatives elected by a district that is located in more than one county, and other 

officers as required by law;  

Determine the result of an election on a proposed amendment to the constitution or on any other 

ballot question that has been submitted, pursuant to law, to the qualified and registered voters of this 

state at large for ratification or rejection.  Upon making the determination, the board of state canvassers 

must immediately prepare a certificate of determination and deliver the properly certified certificate of 

determination to the secretary of state; and  

Upon receipt of a properly certified certificate of determination from a board of county canvassers, the 

board of state canvassers, at its next meeting, must record the results of the county canvass contained 

in the certificate.  [MCL §  168.841]   

C. Board of County Canvassers  

Every county in the state has a 4-member board of county canvassers.  All of the powers granted to and 

duties required by law to be performed by all boards of canvassers established by law, other than the 

board of state canvassers, boards of city canvassers in cities having more than five precincts, boards of 

canvassers in counties having a population of 1,500,000 or more, and boards of township canvassers in 

townships having more than five precincts, are granted to and required to be performed by the board of 

county canvassers.   

The board of county canvassers conducts all recounts of elections in cities, townships, villages, school 

districts, or any other districts and is vested with all of the powers and required to perform all the 

duties in connection with any recount.  If a city, village, school district, or any other district lies in more 

than one county, and a duty is to be performed by the board of county canvassers, the board of county 

canvassers in the county in which the greatest number of registered voters of the city, village, or district 

resides at the close of registration for the election involved conducts the recount.  [MCL §  168.24(a)]   

D. Board of Election Inspectors  

Each board of election inspector has full authority to maintain peace, regularity and order at its polling 

place, and to enforce obedience to their lawful commands during any primary or election and during the 

canvass of the votes after the poll is closed.  [MCL §  168.678]   

E. Board of County  Election Commissioners  

The chief or only judge of probate of the county or probate court district, the county clerk, and the 

county treasurer shall constitute a board of county election commissioners for each county, two of 

whom shall be a quorum for the transaction of business.  The chief or only judge of probate of the 

county or probate court district and the county clerk shall act respectively as chairperson and secretary 

of the board.  In the absence or disqualification of the county clerk from any meeting of the board of 

election commissioners, the board may select one of the county clerkõs deputies to act in the county 

clerkõs place.  In the absence or disqualification of any member of the board of election commissioners 

other than the county clerk, the members of the board who are present shall appoint some other 



 

    

October 2, 2008 

5 

county officer in the absent or disqualified memberõs place, and the appointed county officer, on being 

notified, shall attend without delay and act as a member of the board.  [MCL §  168.23]   

F. Training  

The secretary of state must establish a curriculum for comprehensive training and accreditation of all 

county, township, village, and school election officials.  All newly appointed or elected election officials 

must complete the training within 6 months before the date of the election.  [MCL §  168.31]   No 

election inspector can serve in any election unless in the last two years he has either attended an 

election school or passed satisfactorily an examination given by the election commission of the city, 

township or village in which appointed.  [MCL §  168.683]  

The director of elections shall conduct training schools throughout the state preceding the general 

November election, and preceding such other elections as the director considers advisable, for county 

clerks and their representatives with respect to the conducting of elections in accordance with election 

laws.  [MCL §  168.33]   Each county clerk prior to each primary and election must notify the clerk of 

each township and city in the county of a training school for election inspectors to be held at a place 

designated by the county clerk within 20 days prior to each primary, general and special election.  The 

township and city clerks shall notify each election inspector appointed to serve at that election of the 

time and place of such training school.  [MCL §  168.683]  

G. Primary Elections  

The same procedures and rules apply during primary elections [MCL § 168.533]  [MCL § 168.533]  .
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III.  VOTER REGISTRATION  

A.  Restoration o f Voter Rights  

Any person convicted of a crime in a court of Michigan or another state or in a federal court, who has 

been lawfully released from prison, has the right to vote.  [MCL §  168.758b]   A person who was a 

qualified and registered voter prior to conviction does not have to re-register upon release from prison.   

B. Information for Registrants  

Registration Eligibility 

To register to vote in Michigan a person must be:   

A United States citizen;  

At least 18 years of age by Election Day; and  

A resident of Michigan who meets the following requirements:   

A resident of Michigan for at least 30 days; and  

A resident of the township, city, or village on or before the 30th day before the next general, 

special election or primary election.  [MCL §  168.492]   

Note :  òResidenceó is defined as a place where a person habitually sleeps, keeps his or her personal 

effects and has a regular place of lodging.  A voter cannot be deemed to have gained or lost residency 

for purposes of registering to vote while a student at an institution of learning.  [MCL §  168.11]   

Basis of Ineligibility  

A person is not eligible to register to vote or to vote in Michigan if they have been convicted and 

sentenced and are still serving time.  A person confined in jail who has not been tried or sentenced may 

register by completing and returning duplicate registration cards listing his or her place of residence 

prior to going to jail.  [MCL §  168.492a]   The MCL does not make a distinction between persons 

convicted and sentenced for a felony versus a misdemeanor. 

Qualifications Needed In Order to Vote 

A person who has properly registered to vote and has received his or her voter identification card will 

be permitted to vote in all elections occurring at least 30 days after submitting the application.  [MCL 

§ 168.500d]   

Requesting and Returning Registration Applications 

Michigan citizens have access to several convenient methods of registering to vote, including registration 

in person or by mail:   
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In Person  

A person may register at the following locations:  (i) the office of the clerk of a county or the office of 

the clerk of the city or township in which the applicant resides, during regular office hours of that clerk; 

(ii) a department of state office; or (iii) a designated voter registration agency when submitting an 

application, change of address, recertification or renewing service.  [MCL §  168.509v]   

By Mail  

A person may request a mail registration application form and submit the application to any of the 

following:   

The secretary of state;  

The clerk of the county, city, or township in which the applicant resides;  

A designated voter registration agency; [MCL §  168.509v] [MCL §  168.509v] or  

You may also register at the same time you renew your driverõs license by mail.  [MCL §  168.500a]   

Accessibility of Registration Places 

Polling places are required to be òaccessibleó and should comply with the Voting Accessibility for the 

Elderly and Handicapped Act and the Help America Vote Act of 2002.  òAccessibleó is defined as òthe 

removal or modification of policies, practices, and procedures that deny an individual with a disability the 

opportunity to vote, including the removal of physical barriers as identified in section 261(b) of the help 

America vote act of 2002, 42 U.S.C. 15421, so as to ensure individuals with disabilities the opportunity 

to participate in elections in this state.ó [MCL § 168.662]  

 

Assistance with Registration and Other Election Documents 

Assistance to the Elderly and Physically Disabled  

If a voter says he or she cannot mark his or her ballot, two inspectors will help the voter in the voting 

station with the marking of his or her ballot.  Any voter who is blind may receive help with his or her 

ballot from a member of his or her immediate family or by a person over 18 years of age designated by 

the voter.  [MCL §  168.751]   

For more information, voters may contact their city or township clerk.  See Appendix A for county 

clerk contact information.  Hearing-impaired residents may contact the Bureau of Elections at:  (517) 

334-9477 (TTY).  

Assistance to Language Minority Voters  

Pursuant to Section 203 of the federal Voting Rights Act, voters in Clyde Township and Buena Vista 

Township have the right to receive voting materials, including ballots and voting instructions, in Spanish.  

[42 U.S.C. §  1973 et seq.]   
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C. Rules and Requirements Applicable to Election Officers an d Groups  

Time Limit for Processing Applications 

Processing of Voter Registration Applications  

Receipt for Voter Registration Application.  If a person submits an application in person at a department of 

state office, a designated voter registration agency, or the office of a county clerk, that office or agency 

must give the applicant a receipt verifying acceptance of the application.  The office or agency must 

forward the application to the clerk of the county, city, or township where the applicant resides no later 

than 7 days after receiving the application.  [MCL §  168.509w]   

Status of a Voter Registration Application.  The status of any registration application can be obtained by 

contacting the office of the local municipal clerk for the county, city or township in which the applicant 

resides.  Contact information for each local municipal clerk can be obtained at the secretary of stateõs 

website:  HTTP://WWW.MICHIGAN.GOV/SOS/0,1607,7-127-1633---,00.HTML  See also Appendix A 

for county clerk contact information.   

If a person does not receive a Voter Identification Card within three weeks of submitting a voter 

registration application, they should contact their city, township, or county clerk.  See Appendix A for 

county clerk contact information.   

Copying Voter Registration Applications 

If a person needs extra voter registration applications, he or she may copy a blank voter registration 

form and use the copies to register.  

Statewide Voter File 

Qualified Voter File  

The secretary of state must maintain a statewide qualified voter file.  [MCL §  168.509o]   The voter file 

will include the following information for each qualified voter: 

(a) The name; residence address including house number and street name or rural route and 

box number, and the apartment number, if any; city; state; zip code; and date of birth. 

(b) The driver's license number or state personal identification card number or similar number 

issued by a designated voter registration agency. 

(c) Jurisdictional information including county and city or township; village, if any; and school 

district. 

(d) Precinct numbers and ward numbers, if any. 

(e) Any other information that the secretary of state determines is necessary to assess the 

eligibility of qualified electors or to administer voter registration or other aspects of the election 

process. 

(f) Voting history for a 5-year period. 

http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,1607,7-127-1633---,00.html
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(g) The most recent digitized signature of an elector if captured or reproduced by the secretary 

of state or a county, city, or township clerk from a voter registration application pursuant to 

section 509hh, or captured or reproduced by the secretary of state pursuant to section 307 of 

the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.307.  

[MCL §  168.509q]    

A designated voter registration agency or a county, city, township, or village clerk may not add to, 

delete from, or change any information contained in the qualified voter file during the period beginning 

on the seventh day before an election and ending on the day of the election.  [MCL §  168.509r]    

Public Inspection of Qualified Voter File  

The registration record is open for public inspection under rules and regulations prescribed by the local 

municipal clerk.  [MCL §  168.516]   All records concerning the implementation of list purging programs 

must be made available for public inspection.  [MCL §  168.509ff]     

Deadlines for Registration 

The following are deadlines for voter registration and absent voter ballots.  You may also go to 

HTTP://WWW.MICHIGAN.GOV/SOS/0,1607,7-127-1633_8716---,00.HTML  to obtain general voter 

information and other deadline dates.   

  

REGISTRATION DEADLINE 

FOR TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, DEADLINES FOR ABSENT VOTER BALLOTS 

2008 GENERAL ELECTION  

 

October 6, 2008 

Note :  The voter registration 

application must be received or 

postmarked by the voter registration 

deadline.  

Requests to have an absent voter ballots mailed to you 

must be submitted to your city or township clerk no later 

than 2 p.m. on November 1, 2008.  Absent voter ballots 

must be received by the county board of registrarõs office 

or postmarked on or before 8:00 p.m., November 4, 2008.  

Note : Voters may vote an absentee ballot in person at 

the clerkõs office until 4 p.m. on November 3, 2008. 

 

D. Removal of Voters from Registration Lists  

Generally 

A clerk may conduct a program to remove the names of registered voters who are no longer qualified 

to vote in the city or township from the registration records of that city or township.  A clerk who 

conducts a program to remove names shall administer the program in a uniform manner to the entire 

city or township.  The clerk shall complete any program to remove names from the registration records 

90 days or more before the date of a federal election.  The 90-day deadline does not apply to the 

removal of names from the registrations records under any of the following circumstances:  [MCL 

§ 168.509dd]  

(a) At the request or authorization of a voter. 

http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,1607,7-127-1633_8716---,00.html
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(b) Upon the death of a voter. 

(c) Upon notice that a voter has moved from the city or township and has completed an 

application at the new address.  [MCL §  168.509dd]  

A clerk may use one or more of the following to conduct a program to remove voter names from the 

registration records:  [MCL §  168.509dd]  

(i) A house-to-house canvass. 

 

(ii) A general mailing to voters for address verification. 

 

(iii) Participation in the national change of address program established by the postal service. 

 

(iv) Other means the clerk considers appropriate.  [MCL §  168.509dd]  

Program for the Removal of Voters Who Are Deceased 

At least once a month, the county clerk shall forward a list of the last known address and birth date of 

all persons over 18 years of age who have died within the county to the clerk of each city or township 

within the county.  The city or township clerk shall compare this list with the registration records and 

cancel the registration of all deceased voters.  [MCL §  168.510]  

Program for the Removal of Voters Who Authorize the Cancellation of their Registration 

At the time an elector is applying for registration, the registration officer shall ascertain if the elector is 

already registered as a voter.  If the elector is previously registered, the elector must, at the time of 

applying for registration, sign an authorization to cancel a previous registration.  The clerk of the city or 

township in which the voter is newly registered shall notify the registration officer of the place of 

previous registration of the authorization to cancel.  [ MCL §  168.505]    

An authorization to cancel that indicates a previous address in a state other than this state shall be 

forwarded to the secretary of state of that state.  [MCL §  168.505]  

Notices of cancellation shall contain the name, birth date, and address at which the voter was previously 

registered, and the name of the city or township of the previous registration.  Notices shall be sent 

within 30 days after receipt, but not later than five days after the close of registration.  [MCL 

§ 168.505]  

Upon the receipt of an authorization of cancellation of registration from the voter, the clerk shall cancel 

such registration.  [MCL §  168.511]   An authorization to cancel a voter registration signed by the 

voter and received from another state or a notice from an election official of another state that a voter 

has registered in that state has the same effect as the notice of authorization to cancel in this state. 

[MCL §  168.505]  

Program for the Removal of Voters Who Have Been Illegally or Fraudulently Entered Into the Registration 

Records 

Whenever any township, city or village clerk shall determine that any name has been illegally or 

fraudulently entered upon the registration records of any precinct in his township, city or village, he 

shall remove such name from the registration records and shall notify the persons whose name is 
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removed of such removal by registered or certified mail.  Any person representing himself to be the 

person whose name is so removed shall not be permitted to vote unless he shall show to such clerk 

that his name was wrongfully removed from the registration records, in which case his name shall be 

reinstated.  [MCL §  168.521]  

A person aggrieved by such action of any such clerk may review such action and seek the reinstatement 

of his name by mandamus and the proceedings and judgment of the court in such case shall be subject to 

review in the supreme court, or if such clerk has good reason to believe that any name has been illegally 

or fraudulently entered upon said registrations records and he shall not remove the name as herein 

provided, he shall write the word òchallengedó upon such registration card of such person and shall lay 

before the prosecuting attorney of the county all the facts touching such registration.  If any person 

whose registration card has been so marked shall offer to vote at any election, the inspectors of election 

shall at such time examine him under oath as to his qualifications as a voter in such ward or precinct, 

the same in all respects and with like effect as though he had been challenged at the election by a 

challenger.  [MCL §  168.521]  

Maintenance of Records 

If the registration of a voter is cancelled, the clerk shall make a proper entry on the original and 

duplicate registration cards indicating the date and cause for the cancellation and shall sign the entry.  All 

copies of the cancelled registration cards shall be filed in the office of the clerk.  All duplicates of the 

original registration cards shall be filed in the office of the clerk and may be destroyed two years after 

the registrations are cancelled.  The clerk may destroy the original registration cards of an elector 10 

years after the date of cancellation of the voterõs registration, if the registration is not reinstated within 

that period.  [MCL §  168.514]  

Correcting the Registration List: Applications and Challenges 

Any voter may challenge the registration of any registered voter by submitting to the clerk of that 

municipality a written affidavit that such elector is not qualified to vote.  The affidavit must specify the 

grounds upon which the challenged voter is disqualified.  Upon receipt of this affidavit, the clerk shall 

send by registered or certified mail to the challenged voter at his registered or last known address a 

notification of the challenge, which shall include the grounds for such challenge as stated in the affidavit.  

The challenged elector may appear before the clerk within 30 days and answer the questions and take 

the oath required of persons challenged on the same grounds at election, or in lieu of appearing in 

person, the challenged elector, within a like period of time, may elect to file with the clerk an affidavit 

setting forth specifically his qualifications as an voter of the municipality and answering the grounds of 

the challenge.  If within the 30-day period the person challenged shall fail to appear and be sworn or to 

file an affidavit, or if his statements do not show him to be a qualified voter of the municipality, the clerk 

must cancel his registration.  [MCL §  168.512]  

E. Moving  

Voters are required to notify the local clerk of their county of residence whenever they move.   

Moving Within The Same Township, City or Village 

A registered voter may have his or her registration transferred to his or her new address by applying in 

person or by sending a signed request to the clerk stating his present address, the date he/she moved, 

and the address from which he or she was last registered.  Transfers cannot be made after the thirtieth 

day preceding a regular or special election or primary.  [MCL §  168.506]   
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A registered voter who has moved from one precinct to another within the same city, township, or 

village will be permitted to vote in their old precinct for the first primary or general election 

immediately following their move.  If a voter has not updated his or her registration the voter may 

complete a change of address form at the precinct on Election Day.  [MCL §  168.507]   

A registered and qualified voter who has moved within the same county after September 5, 2008 (the 

60th day before the election) and who has not registered in that township or city before the close of 

registration, can register after the close of registration and vote in the November election if all of the 

following occur:   

The voter applies for registration in person and executes the registration affidavit before the 

clerk or the clerkõs agent of the township or city in which the voter resides;  

The voter provides proof of identification sufficient to satisfy the township or city clerk as to the 

identity and residence of the voter; and  

The township or city clerk determines to his or her satisfaction that the voter is presently 

registered in another township or city of the same county.   

Note :  At the discretion of the township or city clerk, a voter meeting the requirements above may be 

required to vote at the office of the clerk on or before Election Day or at the election precinct in which 

the voter resides on Election Day.  If the voter is required to vote at the office of the clerk, he or she 

may vote by absent voter ballot.  [MCL §  168.507b]   

Moving Between Counties 

If a voter moves outside the county in which he or she is registered to vote after September 5 (the 60th 

day before the election), the voter will be permitted to vote in the November election at the place of 

last registration upon signing a form containing an affidavit stating that the move has taken place. [MCL 

§ 168.507a]   

Inability to Appear in Person 

A registered voter who would otherwise qualify to vote in the manner described in Section III(B) 

above but who cannot appear at the polls by reason of personal illness, physical disability, infirmity, or 

because he or she has moved may request an absentee voterõs ballot on or before 2 p.m. of the 

Saturday immediately before the primary or special primary.  [MCL §  168.759]   The voter must fill out 

a written application for an absent voter ballot (See Section V(C)), which must include the reason why 

he or she is requesting the absent voter ballot.   
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IV.  POLLING PLACES  

A.  Polling Place Locations/Changes  

Each voter must vote at the polling place designated for the precinct in which the voter lives, typically a 

publicly owned building such as a school, fire station, or police station.   

Changes in Assignments.  The local legislative body of a city, village or township cannot establish, move or 

abolish a polling place less than 60 days before an election unless it is necessary because a polling place 

has been damaged, destroyed or rendered inaccessible or unusable.  [MCL §  168.662]   

Locating Polling Place.  If a voter does not know the location of his or her polling place, he or she should 

check with their city or township clerk (see Appendix A for county clerk contact information) or go 

online and enter their address at HTTPS://SERVICES2.SOS.STATE.MI.US/MIVOTE/.   

B. Hours Polls to be Open  

On Election Day, all polling locations must remain open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. local time.  Each 

qualified voter in line or within the polling place at 8:00 p.m. will be allowed to vote.  [MCL §  168.720]   

C. Voting Information  

Each polling place must have two voter information displays that contain the following information in not 

less than 18-point type:   

The hours that the polls will be open;  

Voting instructions;  

Information on an individualõs right to obtain a provisional ballot and instructions on how to 

vote a provisional ballot;  

Information on the identification requirements that apply to voters who register by mail;  

Instructions on how to contact the appropriate election official about alleged voting rights 

violations;  

Information on the federal and state laws that prohibit fraud and misrepresentation; and  

Information on how to challenge another voter as unqualified to vote.   

[MCL §168.668a]   

D. Who May be Present  

The legislative body of each city, village and township shall provide for and cause to be erected in the 

room where any election is to be held in each election precinct of such city, village or township, a 

suitable barrier which shall be so placed as to separate from the rest of the room the area where voting 

machines or ballot boxes and voting booths are located.  Only election officials, challengers, and persons 

in the actual process of voting can be located in the area where the voting machines or ballot boxes and 

voting booths are located.  [MCL §168.663]  

https://services2.sos.state.mi.us/mivote/
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E. Number of Voting Booths  

At least one booth or temporary room shall be provided at each polling place, and each polling place 

should have at least one booth per 100 voters entitled to vote at the polling place (as indicated by the 

registration book for that precinct).  [MCL §168.664]   

F. Casting a Ballot  

Step 1:  When arriving to vote, each voter must identify himself or herself by presenting an official state 

identification card, a Michigan driverõs or chauffeurõs license, or another form of generally recognized 

photo identification card.  [MCL §  168.523]  Registered voters who do not have one of these IDs or 

do not have it with them must sign an affidavit to that effect.  

Step 2:  Next, the voter must fill out an Application to Vote, including the voterõs address and 

signature, in the presence of an election official.  [MCL §  168.523]   

Step 3:  If voter registration cards are used in the precinct, the election official in charge of the precinct 

registration file will compare the signature on the application with the signature on the registration card.  

If voter registration lists are used in the precinct, the election inspector will determine if the name on 

the application to vote appears on the voter registration list.  If the name does appear on the voter 

registration list, the voter will provide further identification by giving his or her date of birth or other 

information stated on the voter registration list.  If, upon comparison of the signature or other 

identification it is found that the applicant is entitled to vote, the election officer will issue the voter a 

ballot.  If the signature or other information does not match, the personõs right to vote will be 

challenged.  [MCL §  168.523]   

Note :  See Section VII(D) for procedures when a personõs name is not included on the voter registration 

list.  See Section VII(E) below for information on challenged votes.  [MCL §  168.523]   

Step 4:  Voting procedures vary according to the type of equipment used in each city or township.  

Before entering the voting station, each voter must be offered instruction on how to properly vote 

using the electronic voting system.  For a list of voting equipments used in Michigan precincts, see 

Section IV(B).  If the voter needs additional instruction after entering the voting station, two election 

inspectors from different political parties may, if necessary, enter the voting station and provide the 

additional instructions.  [MCL §  168.797a]   

Note :  Voting procedure information is also available at  

HTTP://WWW.SOS.STATE.MI.US/ELECTION/VOTESYS/INDEX.HTML.  

Secret Ballot.  If the voter shows his or her ballot to any person other than a person lawfully assisting him 

or her in the preparation of the ballot or a minor child accompanying the voter in the booth or voting 

compartment after the ballot has been marked, the ballot will be marked òrejected for exposureó and 

will be disposed of.  [MCL §  168.738]   

Note :  Voters may indicate whether or not they require assistance in voting.  See Section VII(C) for 

additional information concerning procedures for assisting voters.   

Time Limits.  Upon receiving a ballot, a voter must go directly into an unoccupied booth and indicate the 

candidate(s) for whom the voter desires to vote.  [MCL §  168.737]  A voter may only remain in the 

voting machine booth up to two minutes, and if he or she refuses to leave it after two minutes, the 

http://www.sos.state.mi.us/election/votesys/index.html
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voter may be removed by inspectors.  The inspectors may also grant a voter further time at their 

discretion. [MCL §168.786]   

G. Observers  

For information regarding observers see Appendix E. 

H.  Campaigning at the Polling Place  

No person may campaign within a polling place or within 100 feet of any door used by voters to enter 

the building in which a polling place is located.  [MCL §  168.931]   

Restrictions on Campaigners and Solicitors.  

An election inspector or any other person in the polling room or in a compartment connected to the 

polling room or within 100 feet from any entrance to the building in which the polling place is located 

must not persuade or endeavor to persuade a person to vote for or against any particular candidate or 

party ticket, or for or against any ballot question that is being voted on at the election.  [MCL 

§ 168.744]   

A person may not place or distribute stickers, other than stickers provided by the election officials, in 

the polling room or in a compartment connected to the polling room or within 100 feet from any 

entrance to the building in which the polling place is located.  [MCL §  168.744]   

On Election Day a person may not post, display, or distribute in a polling place, in any hallway used by 

voters to enter or exit a polling place, or within 100 feet of an entrance to a building in which a polling 

place is located any material that directly or indirectly makes reference to an election, a candidate or a 

ballot question.  [MCL §  168.744]   

A person may not solicit donations, gifts, contributions, purchase tickets, or similar demands, or request 

or obtain signatures on petitions in the polling room or in a compartment connected to the polling 

room or within 100 feet from any entrance to the building in which the polling place is located.  [MCL 

§ 168.744]   
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V. ABSENTEE VOTING GENE RALLY  

A.  2008 Deadlines 

Requesting an Application.  An applicant who qualifies to vote as an absent voter may request an absent 

voter ballot for the 2008 November election as early as August 22nd, but not later than 2 p.m. on 

November 1, 2008.  Applicants must send completed applications for absent voter ballots to the clerk of 

the city, township, or village in which the voter is registered.  [MCL §  168.759]   

Receipt of Ballot.  All absent voter ballots must be received by the clerkõs office no later than 8 p.m. on 

Election Day (whether mailed or delivered in person).  [MCL §  168.764a]   

B. Who May Vot e by Absent Voter Ballot?  

A voter may vote by absent voter ballot if they are:   

Unable to attend the polls without assistance due to a physical disability;  

60 years of age or older;  

Absent or expects to be absent from their city or township for any reason for the entire time 

the polls are open on Election Day;  

In jail awaiting arraignment or trial;  

Assigned to work as a precinct inspector in a precinct other than where you are registered; or  

Unable to attend the polls because of religious beliefs.  

[MCL §  168.758]   

Note :  A qualified voter of a city or township in Michigan who is not a registered voter, but is 

temporarily residing in the District of Columbia may apply for an absent voter ballot.  [MCL 

§ 168.759a]   For absent voter ballot requirements for military personnel, see Section VI.   

C. Requesting Absent Voter Ballots  

Procedure for Obtaining Absent Voter Ballots.  If a voter qualifies under one of the reasons listed above, they 

can request an absent voter ballot in person or by mail with the clerk of the city, village or township in 

which they are registered.  A written request for an absent voter ballot must state the reason the 

applicant needs an absent voter ballot and include the applicantõs signature.  A pre-printed absent voter 

ballot application form is provided by each city or township clerk upon request.  All absent voter ballot 

applications must be signed by the applicant or the application will not be accepted.  A registered voter 

who has been asked by the applicant to return his or her absentee voter application must sign the 

certificate on the absentee voting ballot application.  [MCL §  168.759]   

Applications for Primary and General Elections.  A separate absent voter ballot request must be submitted 

for each election.  If the voter knows before the primary that he or she will be unable to vote in person 

at the general election, he or she may request absent voter ballots for both elections at the same time 

by checking the appropriate boxes on the absent voter ballot application.  [MCL §  168.759]   
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D. Returning Absent Voter Ballots  

An absent voter ballot may be delivered by any one of the following methods: 

Place the necessary postage upon the return envelope and deposit it in the United States mail or 

with another public postal service, express mail service, parcel post service or common carrier. 

Deliver the envelope personally to the office of the clerk, to the clerk, or to an authorized 

assistant of the clerk. 

In either (1) or (2) above, a member of the immediate family of the voter including a father-in-law, 

mother-in-law, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, grandparent or grandchild or a 

person residing in the voterõs household may mail or deliver a ballot to the clerk for the voter.  [MCL 

§ 168.764a]  

All absent voter ballots must be received by the clerkõs office no later than 8 p.m. on Election Day 

(whether mailed or delivered in person).  [MCL §  168.764a]  

E. Casting a Ballot in Precinct on Election Day When an Absent Voter Ballot Has 

Previously Been Requested  

In-Person Voting.   

Voting in Person.  A voter eligible to vote by absent voter ballot in the November election may instead 

vote in person at the clerkõs office at anytime 13 days preceding a primary or election but must do so 

before 4 p.m. on November 3rd.  [MCL §  168.769a]   

Voting on Election Day.  A voter may vote in person even if they have applied and received the absent 

voter ballot, as long as they have not already mailed or delivered a voted ballot to the clerk.  If the voter 

has already received an absent voter ballot they must return it to the board of election inspectors in his 

or her precinct.  If they have not received the ballot or lost or destroyed it, they must sign an affidavit 

to that effect before an election inspector.  [MCL §  168.769]   

F. Assistance with Absentee Voting  

A registered voter, who, by reason of physical disability, is unable to sign his or her name on any 

election document may authorize another person to assist them.  [M CL § 168.764a]   The person who 

assists the disabled voter must complete the section on the return envelope entitled òTO BE 

COMPLETED ONLY IF VOTER IS ASSISTED IN VOTING BY ANOTHER PERSON.ó  [MCL 

§ 168.764a]  

If a voter is unable to return his/her absent voter ballot in the manner stated in Section V(D), the voter 

may request by telephone that the clerk who issued the ballot provide assistance in returning the ballot.  

The clerk is required to provide assistance if you are unable to return your absent voter ballot in the 

manner required by Section V(D), if it is before 5 p.m. on the Friday immediately preceding the election, 

and if you are asking the clerk to pick up the absent voter ballot within the jurisdictional limits of the 

city, township, or village in which you are registered.  Your absent voter ballot will then be picked up by 

the clerk or an election assistant sent by the clerk.  If using this absent voter ballot return method, do 

not give your ballot to anyone until you have checked their credentials.  [MCL §  168.764a]  
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G. Emergency Absent Voter Ballots  

An applicant may be eligible for an emergency absent voter ballot if a family death or illness requires 

them to leave their community on Election Day, or they are unable to attend the polls because of 

personal illness or accident.  The emergency must have occurred late enough that they could not file a 

regular absent voter ballot request.  The voter must have the written request for an emergency absent 

voter ballot delivered to the clerkõs office before 4 p.m. on Election Day.  [MCL §  168.759b]  

Emergency ballots must be returned by 8 p.m. on Election Day.  [MCL §  168.759b]    

H.  Processing of Absent Voter Ballots   

On or before 8 a.m. on Election Day, the clerk will post in the clerkõs office or make public the number 

of absent voter ballots distributed to absent voters and the number of absent voter ballot return 

envelopes received by the clerk before Election Day. On or before 9 p.m. on Election Day, the clerk will 

similarly post or otherwise make public the number of absent voter ballot return envelopes received by 

the clerk before and on Election Day and delivered to the Board of Election Inspectors.  As soon as 

possible after all precincts in the city, township, or village are processed, the clerk will post in the clerkõs 

office or otherwise make public the number of absent voter ballot return envelopes received by the 

election inspectors at the precincts on Election Day, along with the total number of absent voter ballot 

return envelopes containing the marked ballots of absent voters received in the city, township, or village 

for that election.  [MCL §168.765]   
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VI.  ABSENTEE VOTING FOR OVERSEAS AND MILITAR Y 

A.  Single Federal Postcard Application  

If a voter is temporarily outside the U.S., he or she can use a Federal Postcard Application (òFPCAó) to 

register to vote and/or to apply for an absent voter ballot.  The FPCA must be signed under oath unless 

the voter, the voterõs spouse, or the voterõs parents are serving in the armed forces or Merchant 

Marines.  To use the FPCA to register or apply for an absent voter ballot, you must:   

Be a U.S. Citizen eligible to vote in the jurisdiction to which you are applying, and  

Not have been convicted of a felony or other disqualifying offense or been adjudicated mentally 

incompetent and, if so, had your voting rights restored, and  

Not be registering, requesting a ballot, or voting in any other jurisdiction.   

The FPCA should be mailed to the City or Township Clerk in the city or township of your voting 

residence.  [FPCA Application]   

Note :  For more information on the Federal Postcard Application, see the Federal Voting Assistance 

Programõs website at WWW.FVAP.GOV or call the Voting Information Center at 1-800-438-8683.   

B. Armed Services Absent Voterõs Ballot 

Each of the following persons who is a qualified voter of a city, village or township in Michigan and who 

is not a registered voter may apply for an absent voter ballot:  [MCL §  168.759a]  

A civilian employee of the armed services outside of the United States;  

A member of the armed services outside of the United States.  

A citizen of the United States temporarily residing outside the territorial limits of the United 

States;  

A citizen of the United States residing in the District of Columbia; 

A spouse or dependent of any person described above who is a citizen and who is 

accompanying that person.  The spouse or dependent does not have to be a qualified voter of a 

Michigan city, village or township, if that spouse or dependent is not a qualified and registered 

voter anywhere else in the United States.   

http://www.fvap.gov/
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VII.  VOTING AND ELECTION DAY INFORMATION  

A.  Identification  

 First-time Voters who Registered by Mail 

Michigan voter registration applications must include a Michigan driverõs license or unique identification 

card number (which can be obtained from the Secretary of Stateõs Office) or the last four digits of an 

applicantõs Social Security number.   

A voter who has never previously voted in Michigan who chooses to register by mail, must :   

accurately enter his or her state issued driver-license number or personal identification number 

(where requested) on the mail-in voter registration form; or  

send with the mail-in voter registration form: a copy of a current and valid photo identification 

(such as a driverõs license or personal identification card) or copy of a paycheck stub, utility bill, 

bank statement or a government document that lists his or her name and address.   

These federal identification requirements do not apply if:   

the voter hand-delivers his or her mail registration form to the county or local clerkõs office;  

the voter is disabled; or  

the voter is eligible to vote under the Uniform and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act.   

[42 U.S.C. §15483]   

Note :  Under the Help America Vote Act (42 U.S.C. § 15483), the identification provisions for first-

time voters who register by mail do not apply to those who submit either a driverõs license number; or 

the last four digits of their Social Security number, and òwith respect to whom a State or local election 

official matches the information submitted . . . with an existing State identification record bearing the same 

number, name and date of birth as provided in such registration.ó  [42 U.S.C. § 15483(b)(3)]   

Note :  A voter who is subject to the federal identification requirement who fails to mail proof of 

identification in with his or her voter registration application, must present his or her identification at 

the polls on Election Day.  A voter who is unable or unwilling to produce an acceptable form of 

identification at the polls must be issued an òenvelopeó provisional ballot.  See Section VII(D).  

Identification Requirements for All In-Person Voters  

Michigan requires every voter either show a form of picture identification or sign an affidavit 

attesting that he or she is not in possession of a picture identification.  These voters should be 

given regular ballots, not provisional ballots.  [MCL §168.523]   This law will be enforced for 

the first time in 2007.  According to the Michigan Secretary of State, the following identification 

is acceptable: 

 Michigan driverõs license or personal identification card 

 Out-of-state driver license or identification card (must be current) 
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 U.S. Passport (must be current) 

 Military identification card with photo (must be current) 

 Student identification with photo (must be current) 

 Tribal identification card with photo (must be current) 

Election inspectors cannot challenge a voter solely on the basis that the voter did not have 

identification and signed an affidavit.  See In re Request for Advisory Opinion Regarding 

Constitutionality of 2005 PA 71, slip. op.  at 11 & n.28 (Mich. July 18, 2007).  

B. Certification of Voting Machines  

Certification 

Not less than 30 minutes before the opening of the polls, the inspectors of election shall arrive at the 

polling place and prepare the polling place for voting.  The inspectors of election shall determine that the 

correct ballot has been provided to the precinct by comparing the ballot provided with the sample 

ballot and any other documents provided to the precinct.  The inspectors of election shall complete 

required tests of the equipment of the electronic voting system and certify in wiring that the equipment 

is operating properly.  The written certification shall be on a form prescribed by the secretary of state 

and shall include pertinent information regarding seal numbers, counters and the operation and use of 

the particular equipment.  [MCL §168.797]  

Before beginning the count of the ballots, the board of election commissioners shall test the electronic 

tabulating equipment to determine if the equipment will accurately count the votes for all offices and on 

all questions.  Public notice of the time and place of the test shall be given at least 48 hours before the 

test by publication in a newspaper published in the county, city village, township, or school district 

where the electronic tabulating equipment is used.  [MCL §168.798]  

In the test, a different number of valid votes shall be assigned to each candidate for an office and for and 

against each question.  If an error is detected, the board of election commissioners shall determine the 

cause of the error and correct the error.  The board of election commissioners shall make an errorless 

count and shall certify the errorless count before the count is started.  [MCL §168.798]  

 On completion of the test and count, the programs, test materials, and ballots arranged by precincts 

shall be sealed and retained.  If the electronic tabulating equipment that is tested and certified to by the 

board of election commissioners will be used to count votes at the precinct, a memory device 

containing the tested programs, if any, shall be sealed into the electronic tabulating equipment.  Upon 

completion and certification of the count of votes, the memory device containing the program and the 

vote totals shall remain sealed in the electronic tabulating equipment, or if removed from the 

equipment, shall remain sealed in a container approved by the secretary of state, delivered to the clerk, 

and retained in the manner provided for other voted ballots.  [MCL §168.798]  

Voting Systems  

The types of voting machines used in Michigan precincts are provided below:   

1. ES&S M100, Optech  and Accuvote  optical scan voting systems.  With optical scan, 

voters mark their ballots by filling in ovals or connecting the halves of an arrow next to 

their choices.  
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2. Paper ballot.   With a paper ballot, voters write an òxó or a checkmark in the 

designated space next to their choices.   

Note:   If a voter encounters problems with an individual machine, the problem should 

be raised immediately with precinct workers.  Please contact the 1-866-OUR-VOTE hotline 

immediately.   

C. Assistance to Voters at the Polling Place  

Voters Unable to Enter 

Polling places are required to be òaccessibleó and should comply with the Voting Accessibility for the 

Elderly and Handicapped Act and the Help America Vote Act of 2002.  òAccessibleó is defined as òthe 

removal or modification of policies, practices, and procedures that deny an individual with a disability the 

opportunity to vote, including the removal of physical barriers as identified in section 261(b) of the help 

America vote act of 2002, 42 U.S.C. 15421, so as to ensure individuals with disabilities the opportunity 

to participate in elections in this state.ó [MCL § 168.662]  

Assistance in the Voting Booth 

Marking the Ballot.  If a voter states that he or she cannot mark his or her ballot, the voter may receive 

help in marking of his or her ballot from two election inspectors.  If a voter is blind, the voter may be 

assisted by a member of his or her immediate family or by a person over 18 years of age designated by 

the blind person.  [MCL §  168.751]   

The inspectors of election will provide help inside the voting booth by showing a voter how to mark his 

or her ballot in order to vote as the voter desires, or the inspector will mark the ballot as directed by 

the voter, but no ballot will be marked by the inspector from any written or printed list or slip furnished 

by the voter or any other person.  The inspector must not suggest to the voter how he or she should 

vote, or in any manner attempt to influence him or her as to the marking of his or her ballot, nor allow 

any other person to do so.  [MCL §  168.754]   

Assistance with the Voting Machine.  If after entering the voting machine booth, a voter requests 

instructions concerning the manner of voting, two inspectors will give instruction to him or her, but 

inspectors or persons assisting at any election may not set the machines for any voter, or move, turn or 

operate any lever or other part or mechanism of such machine for such voter, or in any manner 

request, suggest, or seek to persuade or induce any such that they vote any particular ticket, or for any 

particular candidate, or for or against any particular amendment, question, or proposition.  After 

receiving such instructions, the voter must be left alone in the voting machine booth to vote.  [MCL 

§168.789]   

When a voter swears under oath that because of physical disability he cannot set or operate a voting 

machine, or when such disability is manifest to the inspectors, the machine must be set and operated for 

the voter and in accordance with the manner in which he or wishes to vote by two inspectors 

designated by the board for that purpose.  [MCL §168.789 ]  

D. Provisional Voting  

If a registered voter is not on the voter registration list the in spectors of election will 

follow this procedure:  
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If the voter presents a receipt issued by a department of state office, a designated voter registration agency, 

or the office of the voterõs county, city, or township clerk verifying the acceptance of the application and 

the voter completes a new application, the voter will be allowed to vote a regular ballot in the same manner 

as someone whose name appears on the voter registration list.   

If the voter is unable to present a receipt, the election inspector will first determine if the person is at the 

proper precinct using residence information provided by the individual.  The election inspector will 

review any documents or maps in the polling place or communicate with the city or township clerk to 

verify the appropriate polling place for the individual.   

The election inspector shall direct an individual who is not in the appropriate polling place to the appropriate 

polling place.  If the individual refuses to go to the appropriate polling place, the election inspector will 

issue the individual a provisional ballot after he or she executes a sworn statement affirming that he or 

she submitted a voter registration application before the close of registration and eligible to vote and 

completes a new voter registration application.   

If the voter is determined to be in the correct precinct, the election inspector will require the individual to 

execute a sworn statement affirming that the individual submitted a voter registration application before 

the close of registration and the individual will complete a new voter registration application.  The 

individual will state the approximate date and the manner in which his or her application was submitted.  

The election inspector will then contact the city or township clerk to verify whether the individual is listed in the 

registration records of the jurisdiction or whether there is any information contrary to the content of the 

sworn statement.   

If the election inspector can verify the voterõs registration and finds nothing contradictory to the sworn 

statement and the individual can present a driverõs license, state-issued personal identification card or 

photo identification card issued by the government or a state institution of higher learning and that 

identification contains his or her current address within the precinct, the individual will be permitted to 

vote on a provisional ballot.  The provisional ballot will be tabulated on Election Day and will be treated as 

a challenged ballot.  The election inspector will provide the voter with a notice that his or her ballot has 

been tabulated.   

If the election inspector is not able to contact the city or township clerk, the individual is not in the 

correct precinct, or the individual presents no identification or unacceptable identification, the individual 

will be presented a provisional ballot which will be placed in a provisional ballot security envelope to 

protect the secrecy of the ballot and will not be counted on Election Day, but will be secured for 

verification within the six days following the election.  [MCL §  168.523a]   

The clerk of a jurisdiction will provide a free access system for the voter to determine whether his or 

her provisional ballot was tabulated.  The free access system may include a toll-free telephone number, 

an Internet website, or a mailed notice.  [MCL §  168.523a]   

Note :  To cast a provisional ballot that will be counted a voter must provide identification that both 

verifies their identity and the fact that the currently reside in the precinct.  
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E. Challenges 

Grounds for Challenge 

An election inspector shall challenge an applicant applying for a ballot if the inspector knows or has good 

reason to suspect that the applicant is not a qualified and registered voter of the precinct, or if a 

challenge appears in connection with the applicants name in the registration book.  A registered voter of 

the precinct present in the polling place may challenge the right of anyone attempting to vote if the 

voter knows or has good reason to suspect that the individual is not a registered voter in that precinct.  

An election inspector or other qualified challenger may challenge the right of an individual attempting to 

vote who has previously applied for an absent voter ballot and who on election day is claiming to have 

never received the absent voter ballot or to have lost or destroyed the absent voter ballot.  [ MCL 

§ 168.727]  

Procedure When ChallengedñBefore Election Day 

Who May Challenge.  Any voter of the municipality may challenge the registration of any registered voter 

by submitting to the clerk of that municipality a written affidavit specifying the grounds upon which the 

challenged voter is disqualified to vote.  Upon receipt of the affidavit, the clerk will send a notification of 

the challenge including the grounds for such challenge by registered or certified mail to the challenged 

voter at his or her registered or last known address.  Any person who challenges a voter 

indiscriminately and without good cause or for the purpose of harassment, will be found guilty of a 

misdemeanor.  [MCL §  168.512]  

Responding to a Challenge.  The challenged voter may respond to challenges within 30 days either by 

(i) answering questions and taking an oath in person before the clerk required of challenged voters, or 

(ii) filing an affidavit with the clerk setting forth specifically his or her qualifications as a voter and 

answering the grounds of the challenge.  [MCL §  168.512]  

Failure to Respond to a Challenge.  If the challenged person fails to appear within the 30-day period to take 

the oath or to file an affidavit, or if his or her statements do not show him or her to be a qualified voter 

of the municipality, the clerk will cancel that personõs registration.  [MCL §  168.512]   

Procedure When ChallengedñOn Election Day 

Space in Polling Place.  The Board of Election Inspectors must provide space for challengers within the 

polling place that enables challengers to observe the election procedure and each person applying to 

vote.  [MCL §  168.733]   

Procedure.  An election inspector must challenge an applicant applying for a ballot if the inspector knows 

or has good reason to suspect that the applicant is not a qualified and registered voter of the precinct, 

or if a challenge appears in connection with the applicantõs name in the registration book.  A registered 

voter of the precinct present in the polling place may challenge the right of anyone attempting to vote if 

the voter knows or has good reason to suspect that individual is not a registered voter in that precinct.  

An election inspector or other qualified challenger may challenge the right of an individual attempting to 

vote who has previously applied for an absent voter ballot and who on Election Day is claiming to have 

never received the absent voter ballot or to have lost or destroyed the absent voter ballot.  [MCL 

§ 168.727]   
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Election Inspectorõs Responsibilities When A Challenge Is Made 

Upon a challenge being made, an election inspector must immediately do all of the 

following:   

Identify any ballot voted by the challenged individual, if any.  

Make a written report including all of the following information:  

All election disparities or infractions complained of or believed to have occurred.  

The name of the person making the challenge. 

The time of the challenge. 

The name, telephone number, and address of the challenged individual.  

Any other information considered appropriate by the election inspector.  

Retain the written report and make it a part of the election record.  

Inform the challenged voter of his or her rights under this Section VII(E).  [MCL §  168.727]   

Oath  

A challenged voter will be sworn by one of the inspectors of election to truthfully answer all questions 

concerning his or her qualification as a voter.  If the answers show the person to be a qualified voter, he 

or she is entitled to a ballot.  If any of the answers concerning a material matter are found not to be 

true, the voter shall, upon conviction, be deemed guilty of perjury.  [MCL §  168.729]   

If a challenged voter is allowed to vote, the election inspector will plainly endorse on the challenged ballot the 

number corresponding to the number placed after such voterõs name on the poll lists without opening the ballot.  

[MCL §  168.745]  

F. Voter Intimidation; Interference with Voters; Unlawful Practices  

A person shall not attempt through bribery, menace, or other corrupt means or device, either directly 

or indirectly, to influence a voter in giving his or her vote, or to deter the voter from, or interrupt a 

voter in giving his or her vote at any election.  [MCL §  168.932]   

Restrictions on Voters.  A voter may not engage in any of the following conduct.  A person who violates 

one or more of the following is guilty of a misdemeanor:   

A person shall not, either directly or indirectly, give, lend, or promise valuable consideration, to or for 

any person, as an inducement to influence the manner of voting by a person relative to a candidate or 

ballot question, or as a reward for refraining from voting.   
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A person must not, either before, on, or after an election, for the personõs own benefit or on behalf of 

any other person, receive, agree, to money, property, a gift, a prize or chance for a prize, a fee, a loan, 

an office, a position, an appointment, or employment for one or more of the following:   

Voting or agreeing to vote, or inducing or attempting to induce another to vote, at an election.  

Refraining or agreeing to refrain, or inducing or attempting to induce another to refrain, from 

voting at an election.  [MCL §  168.931]   
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VIII.  POST-ELECTION PROCEDURES  

A.  Counting the Ballots Generally  

As soon as the polls of election are officially closed and the last voter has voted, the inspectors of 

election shall seal the operating lever of the machine, if any, against voting, with the numbered metal seal 

provided and open the counter compartment in the presence of the challengers and all other persons 

lawfully within the polling place, giving full view of all the counter numbers.  The chairman of the board 

shall then under the scrutiny of another member, in the order of the offices as their titles appear on the 

machine, read and announce in a distinct voice the candidateõs name or the designating number and 

letter, if any, of each counter for each candidateõs name and the number of votes shown on said 

counter, and shall then in like manner read and announce the vote on each constitutional amendment, 

proposition or other question.  He shall also announce the vote as recorded for each office on the 

irregular ballots, if any. The candidate counters shall be read consecutively along the row or column and 

the votes as registered and announced shall be entered in ink by members of the board, directly into the 

inspectorsõ statement of returns, in the space that has the same candidateõs name or designating number 

and letter, if any. After recording on the inspectorsõ statement of returns, the vote as shown by the 

counters, the figures shall be verified by being called off in the same manner from the counters of the 

machine by another inspector. At least two copies of the statement of returns shall be made 

simultaneously. 

When absent votersõ ballots have been returned to the city clerk and delivered to the precinct board of 

election inspectors such election inspectors shall determine the legality of such ballots and shall count 

and tally the votes on such ballots on two separate tally sheets that shall be provided by the county 

clerk. The canvass will be performed in the same manner as is provided for paper ballot precincts. The 

totals from this canvass shall be entered separately on the statement of returns and also included in the 

total precinct vote as shown on the statement. 

The counter compartment of the voting machine shall remain open until the statement of returns and 

other records, if any, have been fully completed and signed by the election board. During such time any 

challenger of any party, duly accredited as provided by the election law, who may desire to be present 

shall be admitted to the polling place. Immediately after the canvass has been completed, the results, 

stating the total number of votes received by each person voted for in said precinct for any office and 

the number of votes for and the number of votes against any proposed constitutional amendment or 

other submitted proposition, shall be made available to interested persons who may be present. Ample 

opportunity shall be given to any person lawfully present to compare the results with the counterdials of 

the machine and any necessary corrections shall then and there be made by the election board, after 

which the doors of the voting machine shall be closed and locked.  

Such machines shall remain sealed or locked and shall not be operated subsequent to any primary or 

election until the day following the last day for filing petitions for recount of any votes cast on such 

machines, after which period the seals may be broken and machines released, unless a recount petition 

has been filed and the recount not completed, or the release of the machine has been stayed by a court 

order. In any case, the seals shall be broken and machines released not less than 20 days preceding an 

election at which such machines are to be used. In city, village and township elections, the legislative 

body may, if not prohibited by the charter of such city, village or township, provide for a different period 

during which the machine shall remain sealed or locked.  [MCL §  168.791]  
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B. Counting Provisional Ballots  

Within 6 days after the election, the city or township clerk will determine whether each individual 

voting the provisional ballot was eligible to vote a ballot and whether to tabulate the provisional ballot.  

In making this determination, the city or township clerk will not open the provisional ballot return 

envelope.  A provisional ballot will only be tabulated if a valid voter registration record for the voter is 

located or if the identity of the residence of the voter is established using the following:  a Michigan 

operatorõs license, chauffeurõs license, personal identification card, other government issued photo 

identification card, or a photo identification card issued by an institution of higher education or a junior 

college or community college along with a document to establish the voterõs current residence address.  

Before the provisional ballot is tabulated, election officials will process the ballot as a challenged ballot.   

Within 7 days after the election, but sooner if practicable, the city or township clerk will transmit the 

results of the provisional ballots tabulated after the election to the board of county canvassers.   

Within 7 days after the election, the city or township clerk must transmit to the county clerk a 

provisional ballot report for each precinct in the jurisdiction.  The report shall include for each precinct 

the number of provisional ballots issued, the number of provisional ballots tabulated on Election Day, 

the number of provisional ballots forwarded to the clerk to be determined after the election, the 

number of provisional ballots tabulated by the clerk after Election Day, and any additional information 

concerning provisional ballots as required by the secretary of state.  [MCL §  168.813]   

Note :  For information on when a voter may vote by provisional ballot, see Section VII(D).  

C. Counting Absent Voter Ballots   

Absent voter ballots may be counted in the various voting precincts or may be counted by absentee 

voter counting boards.  Absentee votes cast on paper ballots may be recorded by election inspectors on 

ballot cards for counting by tabulating equipment.  [MCL §  168.798c]   

D. Recount Procedures  

A recount for counties, cities and townships, is held for fraudulent or illegal voting, or tampering with 

the ballots or ballot boxes by the board of county canvassers.  [MCL §  168.861]   A candidate for 

office who believes he or she is aggrieved on account of fraud or mistake in the canvass or returns of 

the votes by the election inspectors may petition for a recount of the votes cast for that office in any 

precinct or precincts as provided in the MCL.  [MCL §  168.862]   In the case of a proposed 

amendment to the charter of the city or township or a ballot initiative, a qualified and registered voter 

who believes there has been fraud or error committed by the inspectors of election in its canvass or 

returns of the votes cast at the election may petition for a recount of the votes cast in any precinct.  

[MCL §  168.863]   

Manual Recount Procedures 

Who May Petition for Recount.  A candidate for any office who believes he or she is aggrieved on account 

of fraud or mistake in the canvass or returns of the votes by the election inspectors may petition for a 

recount of the votes cast for that office in any precinct or precincts. [MCL §  168.862]   

A qualified and registered voter voting in a city, township, or village election who believes there has 

been fraud or error committed by the inspectors of election in its canvass or returns of the votes cast 

at the election, upon a proposed amendment to the charter of the city or village or other ballot 
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question submitted to the voters of the county, city, township, school district, community college 

district, or village, may petition for a recount of the votes cast in any precinct or precincts of that 

county, city, township, school district, community college district, or village, upon that proposed 

amendment or other ballot question.  [MCL §  168.863]   

Completing the Petition.  The recount petition must set forth the nature of the mistakes or frauds 

complained of and the city, ward, township, village and precinct in which they are alleged to have 

occurred, must ask for a correction of the mistake and must be sworn to by the petitioner.  [MCL 

§ 168.865]   

The recount petition must be filed with the clerk of the board of canvassers that originally conducted 

the canvass.  The petition must be filed within 6 days of the original canvass by the county, city, 

township, village or district board of canvassers.  A copy of the petition must also be filed with the 

secretary of state within two days after the original petition is filed with the board of county canvassers.  

[MCL §  168.866]   

Deposit for the Petition.  The candidate or voter who petitions for a recount must deposit $10.00 for each 

precinct referred to in his or her petition when he or she files the petition with the clerk of the board 

of canvassers.  If, by reason of the recount, the petitioner establishes sufficient fraud or mistake to 

change the result of the election and receives a certificate of election or establishes sufficient fraud or 

mistake to change the result, the money deposit will be refunded.  If the petitioner does not establish a 

fraud or mistake as set forth in his or her petition, the sum deposited will be paid to the treasurer of the 

county, city, township, or village.  [MCL §  168.867]   

E. Stray Marks  

If an electronic voting system requires a mark in a predetermined area, the vote is not valid if the marks 

are not in the predetermined area.  [MCL §  168.803(2)]   Marks other than crosses or checks used to 

designate the intention of the voter will not be counted.  [MCL §  168.803(1)]  
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IX.  COMMON PROBLEMS AND STATUTORY PROVISIONS  

A.  Opening of Polls  

There must be a board of at least three inspectors of election for each precinct for each election.  A 

majority of the inspectors must be present in the precinct polling place during the time the polls are 

open.  [MCL §  168.672]   

The inspectors of elections and poll clerks, if any, must meet at the polling place by 6:30 a.m., at least 

30 minutes before the time set for opening the polls, at which time the inspectors of the elections 

examine the voting machines and certify their proper adjustments for use in the election.  [MCL 

§ 168.781]   

B. First -Time Voters Must Vote In -Person  

Must Vote In-Person.  A voter who registered by mail and has not voted in person in Michigan before will 

be required to vote in person unless he or she:   

Hand delivers his or her mail registration form to the county or local clerkõs office;  

Is a entitled to an absent voter ballot under the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee 

Voting Act;  

Has a disability as defined in the Persons with Disabilities Civil Rights Act or is age 60 or older.   

Voter Identification Requirements.  If a voter is on the voter rolls and is a first-time voter who registered 

to vote by mail, and the voter has not previously provided identification to the Bureau of Elections, he 

or she must provide identification on Election Day or will be offered an òEnvelope Ballot.ó  See 

Section VII(A).   

C. Inoperative Equipment  

Any person voting on a voting machine that does not operate properly can notify any member of the 

board.  If the board member determines that the machine is not working properly, they must not allow 

any further voting on the machine until it can be adjusted.  If the machine cannot be adjusted, it must be 

locked.  [MCL §  168.772]   

If at any time during the election the voting machine is disabled and cannot be repaired and no other 

voting machine is available, an emergency must be declared.  At that time, emergency paper ballots will 

be provided by the county board of election commissioners.  The emergency ballots will have blank 

spaces to permit the voter to vote for the candidates for whom the voter desires to vote.  [MCL 

§ 168.782b]   

If a voter cannot cast a valid vote at an election for the candidate of that voterõs choice or for or against 

a ballot question submitted to the voters because of a defect in or a mechanical malfunction of a voting 

machine, voting device, ballot, or other election equipment or material, a special election may be 

petitioned for and held.  [MCL §  168.831]   

The petition for a special election must be filed with the secretary or clerk of the board of canvassers 

that canvasses the election no later than 10 days after the election.  [MCL §  168.832]   The petition 
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must be (i) typed or printed; (ii) allege the facts that made it impossible to cast a vote for the petitioning 

candidate or for or against the ballot question; (iii) identify the precinct and city and township, and, if 

applicable, the number of the voting machine or device; and (iv) be signed and certified by the candidate 

or voter.  [MCL §  168.833]   

If the board of canvassers determines a special election is necessary, the special election will be 

conducted by mail.  The city of township clerk will send a ballot within five days after the special election 

is ordered to each voter who voted in that precinct.  Voters will have five days after the date the ballot 

was mailed to return the ballot to the city or township clerk by mail or in person.  [MCL §  168.837]   

D. Insufficient Number of Ballots or Voting Machines  

When the voter registration in a precinct using voting machines is 1,000 or less, there must be at least 

one voting machine for each 500 active registered voters at the general November election and at the 

primary immediately preceding that election.  When the registration in a precinct using voting machines 

is more than 1,000 and less than 3,000, there must be at least one voting machine for each 600 active 

registered voters at the general November election and at the primary immediately preceding that 

election.  The precinct lines will be divided or rearranged whenever the registration in a precinct using 

voting machines exceeds 2,999.  [MCL §  168.661]   

E. Spoiled and Exposed Ballots  

Spoiled Ballots.  If a voter accidentally damages, spoils, or erroneously marks their ballot, he or she must 

return all of the ballots given to him or her by the board, and the board must deliver to him or her 

another ballot or set of ballots.  [MCL §  168.740]   

F. Exposed Ballots  

If a voter shows his or her ballot or any part of the ballot to any person other than a person lawfully 

assisting him or her in the preparation of the ballot or a minor child accompanying the voter in the 

voting booth after the ballot has been marked, to disclose any part of the face of the ballot, the ballot 

will be marked òrejected for exposureó and thrown out.  [MCL §168.738]   

G. Children at the Polling Place  

Children under the age of 18 may accompany a parent into the voting booth.  [MCL §  168.736a]   
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APPENDIX A  

VOTER REGISTRATION AND ABSENT VOTER BALLOT APPLICATIONS  
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